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MEMOIR OF WILLIAM CAMDEN, 



J^HIS eminent hinorianand andquary wa^ 
I born on the 2nd of Ma}', 1551. His 
father, Sampfon Camden, a native of 
Lichfie!d,in Staffordftiire. having fettled 
in London as a painter, refided in the Old Bailey; 
his mother was of the ancient family of Curwen, 
of Workington, in Cumberland: their fon William 
Camden received the rudiments of his education, 
firft at Chrift's Hofpital and afterwards at St, Paul's 
School. At the age of fifteen he removed to the 
Univrrfity of Oxford and was entered as a fervitor 
at Magdalen College : this he left for Pembroke 
College, then known as Broadgate Kail, and under 
the guidance of Dr. Thomas Thornton, one of the 
canons of Chriftchurch, his tutor and patmn, he 
acquired a critically accurate knowledge of the 
Greek and Latin languages, which he eftcemed the 
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moft effeflual means of forming his tafte and 
moulding his judgment. From his familiarity at 
this time with George and Richard Carew and 
others is to be dated thar inclination for the ftudy 
of antiquities for which he afterwards became dif- 
tinguifhed. Upon leaving the Univerfity he made 
a tour of a great part of England, and in the year 
1575, obtained, by the friendfliip of Dean Good- 
man, the appointment of Second Mafter of Weft- 
minfter School : here he contributed towards the 
attainment of clalfical learning, by compiling a 
Greek grammar for the ufe of the ftudcnts, and at 
length attained in 1593 the office of Head Mafter. 

He had been prevailed upon to undertake the 
" Briunnia" by Abraham Ortelius, the great re- 
ftorcr of Geography, whom he aflifted with a de- 
fcription of England for his *' Theatrum Orbis 
Tcrrarum," publifhed at Antwerp in 1584; and 
during every vacation continued his furvey of the 
kingdom, in feveral excurfions making notes of 
remarkable antiquities. In 1582 he travelled 
through Suffolk into Yotkfhire. returning by way 
of Lancaftiire. 

Camden entered on his talk with the genuine 
enthufiafm of an antiquarian. Topography was 
then a new fcience, and many difficulties had to 
be encountered, particularly in the names of places ; 
the Roman orthography and terminations had con- 
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fiderably obfcurcd the BritiQi, the Saxons had fub- 
fequently made an almoft total alteration, and the 
long dominion of the Normans had efFedted ttill 
further changes ; to acquire this portion of topo- 
graphical knowledge, Camden was therefore under 
the nccelliiy of mallering a language which had 
become nearly obfolete ; he fuccccded fo far as to 
obtain the means of detecting the etymology, and 
explaining the meaning of many obfcure names. 
The work required the labours of a learned author, 
and difplayed a wide field for the exertion of talent 
and found erudition, combined with much fagaclcy 
and ingenuity: it roufed his induftry, and ftimu- 
lated his ambition to do his country honour and 
literature fervice. It was written in Latin for the 
benefit of foreigners, and was printed in 1586, in 
odlavo, with this title, ^" Britannia five florentilli- 
morum rcgnorum Anglijc, Scotise, Hibcrnise, et 
Infularum adjacentium, ex intima antiquitate cho- 
rographica defcriptio, &c.," and was dedicated to 
Lord Burghley, his great friend and patron. 

In four years there were three editions publifhed 
in London, one at Frankfort, and one in another 
part of Germany, A fourth edition was printed at 
London, in 1594., in which the author enlarged 
much upon the pedigrees of noble houfes. Camden, 
in I5q7> was made Clarenceux, King of Arms, 
having the day before been nominated, for form 
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fake, Richmond herald, an appointment which 
greatly excited the jealoufy of the members of the 
College of Arms. In 1599 appeared a difcovery 
of certain errors of pedigrees in the *' Britannia " 
of 1594, which were correited in the fifth edition, 
printed in 1600, where, in a Latin reply to Ralph 
Brooke, the author of the difcovery, he treated his 
adverfary's knowledge of heraldry with unmerited 
contempt. To this literary controvcrfy is owing 
much of the genealogical information now made 
available. 

The laft edition of the ** Britannia" which re- 
ceived the corrections and improvements of the 
author, was printed in folio in 1607, and was illuf- 
trated by maps, copied from thofe previoudy pub- 
liflied by Chriftopher Saxton ; but thefc were the 
firft in which the counties are divided into hundreds. 
It was fucceffively tranflated by Dr. Philemon 
Holland, Bilhop Gibfon, and Richard Gough. 

In the prefent improved ftaie of topographical 
knowledge the value of Camden's " Britannia" has 
not been diminilhed. He was extremely capable 
of the talk he had undertaken, and availed himfelf 
of the fagacity and erudition of many of his learned 
contemporaries. 

His laft work was the " Annals of Elizabeth," 
in 1615, — a book to which reference is made by 
all the fubfequent hiliorians of England. 
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Camden died at his feat at Chiflehurft, in Kent, 
qih Nov. 1623, xt. 73, and was buried in Weft- 
minfler Abbey on the tqth, near the tomb of the 
learned critic, Cafaubon, in the great fouthern 
cranfept, where he is commemorated by a monu- 
ment, containing a half-length figure of him, rcfting 
his hand on his far-famed " Britannia," 

[Thomas Moule.] 

For the few Notes introduced, the Publifher is 
indebted to Mr. Mark Antony Lower, F.S.A,, but 
whofe health, after a few pages were printed, pre- 
vented his further editorial fuperintendence of the 
volume. 
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TO THE HIGH AND MIGHTV PRINCE, 
CHARLES LODOWICK, 

Bji M» Grace b/ Cod, PriHct Eliffer, Arih-Dapifer and yicar 

tfthi Sacred Empire, Count Palaliat of lie aacieiil Priaci- 

paliiy of ikt RAent, Diiki of Barvari, and Knig, 

of the myl Illajhieui OrJrr of the Gorier. 



5T hath pleafcd your Hjghncfs to ac- 
I Icnowledg to have received much con- 
I tentmcnt in reading the defcriptii 
' of Great Britain, made by William 
Camden, Efquire, Clarenccux, King of Arms. And 
this Book, being the remains of that greater work, 

■ was colle6ted by him, and being now (with fome 
Additions of mine) to be printed, it moft humbly 
craves Patronage from your Highnefs. The Au- 
thor was worthily admired for his great Learning, 
VVifdom, and Vertue through the Chriftian v 
And as Pliny faid to Vefpatian, Binignum ettn'im tji 
is* plenum mgenui pwioris fattri per qum profect 
it were a crime moll wicked, if I Ihould not ac- 
^_ knowledg to have received many helps and much 
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THE EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 

furtherance from him in the profeflion and quality 
wherein I ferve his Majefty. But while I am 
mentioning Benefits, I were worthy of the fouleft 
cenfure my felf, if I (hould not confefs that the 
greateft happinefs that ever hath or can befall me, 
was my imployment for the Prefentation of the 
moft Noble Order of the Garter, to your Highnefs 
in the Army at Bockftel. And ftanding thus 
deeply obliged, I fhall ever pray, that fuccefsful and 
perpetual felicity may crown your Highnefs, and 
that in your Princely Clemency you will afford a 
gracious acceptance to the humble endeavours of 

Your HighnefTes thrice humble 

and mofl faithful fervant, 

JO. PHILIPOT, 

Somerfet Herald, 
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BRITAINE. 

Whereas I have puprofed in all this 
trcatife to confine myfelf within the 
bounds of this Ifle of Britain, it cannot 
impertinent, at the very entrance, 
to fay fomewhat of Britain, which is 
the only fubjefl of all that is to be faid, and well 
known to be the mofl flouriihing and excellent, 
moft renowned and famous iile of the whole world. 
So rich in commodities, fo beautiful in fituation, fo 
refplendent in all glory, that if the moft Omnipo- 
tent had fafhioned the world round like a ring, as 
he did like a giohe, it might have been mpft worthily 
the only gemrae therein. 

For the air is moft temperate and wholefome, 
I fited in the middeft of the temperate zone, fubjedt 
I to no ftorms and tempers as the mure fouthern and 
\ northern arc, but ftored with infinite delicate fowl. 
For water, it is walled and garded with the ocean, 
moft commodious for traffick to all parts of the 
world, and watered with pleafant filh-ful and navi- 
gable rivers, which yield fafe havens and roads, and 
furnifhed with Ihipping and failers, that it may 
rightly be termed the *' Lady of the Sea," That I 
may fay nothing of healthful baths, and of meats 
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ftored both with fifh and fowl ; the earth fertile of ^M 
all kind of grain, manured with good hultandry, 
rich in mineral of coals, tinne, lead, copper, not 
without gold and filvcr;' abundant in pafture, re- 
pleniflied with cattel both tame and wild (for it hath 
more paries than all Europe beHdes), plentifully 
wooded, provided with all compleat provifions of 
war, beautified with many populous cities, fair bor- 
roughs, good towns, and well-built villages, ftrong 
munitions, magnificent palaces of the prince, ftately 
houCes of the nobility, frequent hofpitals, beautiful 
churches, fair coUedges, as well in other places as 
in the two Univerfities, which arc comparable to all 
the reft in Chriftcndome, not only in antiquity, but 
alfo in learning, buildings, and endowments. As 
for government ecclefiaftical and civil, which is the 
very fou! of a kingdom, I need to fay nothing, when 
as I write to homeborn, and not to ftrangers. 

But to praife Britain according as the dignity 
thereof requires, is a matter which may excrcife, if 
not tire, the happiefl wit furniflied with the greateft . 
variety of learning ; and fome already have buficd 
their brains and pens herein with no fmali labour 
and travel :, let, therefore, thefe few lines in this be- 
half fufKce, out of an ancient writer:—" Britain, 
thou art a glorious ille, extolled and renowned ^h 
among all nations ; the navies of Tharfis cannoC>^H 


_' Tacitoi fpeaks of the gold of Briiain; and modern gtoJo- ^ 
gifts have tbunil that predous metal in infigniticant quantities, 
as, for inftance. Sir H. T. De U Beche in the quarti of Gogo- 
faa, near Lampeter, and Dr. Mantell, in a landpit at Chid- 
dingly, ro. SuHcx. Silver in latter quantities is met niih la ^_ 
Cornwall and Devon. It ii curious that our great antiquary ^H 

daft this article nag the ftaple manufacture of the fouth-ealtem ^H 
toiinties.— See " Contrib. to Literature," pp. Sj, ft fig. ■ 
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be compared to thy (hipping, bringing in all precious 
commodities of the world : the (ea is thy wall, and 
ftrong fortili cations do fccure thy ports; chivalry, 
clergy and merchandife do flourifh in thee. The 
Pifans, Genovefes and Venetians do bring thee 
faphires, emeralds, and carbuncles from the £all ; 
Afia ferveth thee with filk and purple, Africa with 
cinamon and balm, Spain with gold, and Germany 
with filvcr. Thy weaver, Flanders, doth drape 
cloth for thee of ihiiie own wool! ; thy Gafcotgne i 
doth fend thee wine j buck and doe are plentiful in \ 
thy forrcfts ; droves of catiel and flocks of ftieep are ' 
upon thy hills. All the perfedlion of the goodlieft 
land is in thee. Thou hall all the fowl of the ayr. 
In plenty of lifh thou doft furpafs all regions. And 

■ albeit thou art not ttretched out with large limits, 
yet bordering nations clothed with thy fleeces do 
wonder at thee for thy blcfled plenty. Thy ['words 
have been turned into plough-lhares : peace and re- 
ligion flourilhcth in thee, fo that thou arc a mirrour 
to all Chriftian kingdomes." 

*Addc hereunto, if you pleafc, thefe few lin 
of a far more ancient panegyrift in the time of Con- 
ftantine the Great. "O happy Britain, and more 
blifsful ihan all other regions ! Nature hath enriched 
thee with all commodities of heaven and earth, 
wherein there is neither extreme cold i 
nor fcorching heat in fumme 
fuch abundant plenty of corn as may fuiSce both for 
bread and wine; wherein are woods without wild 
beads, and the helds without noyfom ferpents ; but 
infinite numbers of milch cattel, and fliecp weighed 

I down with rich fleeces; and, that which is moit , 
comfortable, long days and lightfome nights." ' 

So that, nut without caufe, it was accounted one 
of the faired and mod glorious plumes in the tri- 
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umphant diadem of the Roman Empire, while it 
was a province under the fame ; and was truly called 
by Charles the Great " the ftore-houfe and granary 
of the whole Weftern world." 

But whereas the laid pancgyriH fatleth into a 
gladfome admiration, how from hence there hath 
rifen gracious princes, "as good gods honoured 
throughout the whole world," that if ever, as it was 
lately to our glorious joy evidently and effectually 
verified in our late foveraign, of moft dear, facred, 
and ever-glorious memory. Queen Elizabeth, the 
honour of her time, and the mirrour of fucceeding 
ages i fo with an aflured confidence, we hope itwiil 
likewifc be proved true m her undoubted and righl- 
ful fuccelTour, our dread lord and foveraiiin, that to 
his endlefs honour, Mercy and Truth, "feighicouf- 
nefs and Peace, may here kifs together; and true 
Religion, with her attendants Joy, Happinefs, and 
Glory, may here for ever feat themfelves under 
him, in whofe perfon the two mighty kingdoms of 
England and Scotland, hitherto fevered, are now 
conjoyned. and begin to ctofe together into one, in 
their moft ancient name of Britain. 

If any would undertake the honour and prece*-! 
dence of Britain before other realjns in ferious man- * 
ner, (for here 1 protcft, once for all, 1 will pafs over 
each thing lightly and (lightly), a world of matter at 
the firft view would pref-^nt itfelf unto him. As 
that the true Cbriftlan religion was planted here 
moft anciently by Jofeph of Arimathea, Simon 
Zelotes, Arirtobulus, yea, by Saint Peter and Saint 
Paul, as may be proved by Dorotheus, Theodoretus, 
Sophronius j and before theyearof Chrift 2Coitwas 
propagated, as TertuUian writes, to places of Bri- 
tain. inacc/Jfa Romanis. whither the Romans never 
reached, which cannot be underftood but of that 




1 part which was after called Scotland. The king- 
[ domes alfo are moft ancient, held of God alone, ac- 
1 knowledging no fuperiours, in no vaflalage to em- 
' perour or Pope. The power of the kings more tu.m.m». 
abfolute than in moft other kingdoms, their territo- liu™pii°i 
ries very large; for the kings of England, befide ^''' '■ 
Ireland, have commanded from the Ifles of Orkenay 
to the Pyrene mountains, and are de jure kings of 
all France by defcent. The kings of Scotland, be- 
fide the ample realm of Scotland, commands the 
300 Wcflcrn Ifles, the 30 of Orkney, and Schet- 
land. Alfo, which was accounted a fpecial note of 
majefty in former ages, the kings of Kngland, with 
them of France, Jerufalem, Naples, and afterwards 
Scotland, were antiently the only anointed Kings of 
I Chriftcndomc; which manner, begun among the 
I Jews, was recontinued at length by the Chriftian 

emperours of Conftantinople, with this word at the cnpuci. 
anointing 'IirSi ayisj, that is, *' Be holy," and 'lirSi 
iiio(," Be worthy ; " and from thence was that facred 
ceremony brought to us and the other kingdome. 
In refpeii whereof our kings are capable of fpirituai 
I jurifdi^ion, according to that of our law, *' Reges 
I iacro oleo uni5li funt fpirituatis jurifdidtionis ca- {00,^1- 
paces." tjt'i' 

As for that admirable gift, hereditary to the 
anointed princes of this realm, in curing the king's ctmHiu 
evil, 1 refer you to the learned difcourfe thereof toSi«. 
I lately written." Neither would it be forgotten that 

I ' This fuperllition has been too ofttn tteaied of by antiquaries 
I to require further tlluliration here j but I may mention that a 
relic of it not generally tnown hai furvived within my own 
memory. Afliburnham Church, t'o. SulTeii, wa:< reforted (o, 
\tii thin a quarter of i century ago, by fcrofulous perfons, im- 
preQcd with a full conviftion ihac comafl of the afFefled part 
with n fliin and a pair of drawers which were worn by King 



England, in the opinion of the popes (when they 
fway'd the world, and their authority was held fa- 
cred) was preferred, becaufe it contained in the 
ecclefialtical divifion two large provinces, which had 
their feveral Legati nati., whereas France had fcantly 
one. That Scotland was by them accounted an 
exempt kingdome, and a peculiar property apper- 
taining to the Roman Chappel. And which was 
'- accounted in that age a matter of honour, when all 
Chriftianity in the Council of Conftance was di- 
vided into nations, Anglicana Malio was one of the 
principal, and no fubaltern. As alfo that in times 
paft the emperour was accounted major Jilius Eccle- 
fia^ the Icing of Yr^ncefiHui minor, and the king 
of England JiHus tirilus et adopthus. And fo in 
general councils, as the king of France had place 
next the emperour on the right hand, fo the king of 
England on the left ; and the kings of Scotland, as 
appearelh in an ancient Roman provincial, had next 
place before Caftile. And howfoever the Spaniard 
iince Charles the Fifth's time challengeth the primier 
place in regard of the largcnefs of his dominions. 
Pope Julius the Second gave fentence for England 
before Spain in the time of King Henry the Seventh. 
The arch-biOiops of Canterbury, who were an- 
ciently ftiJed Arch-bifliops of Britain, were adjudged 
by the popes "tanquam alteriusorbisPontificesmaxi- 
mi ;" and they had their place in all general councils at 
the pope's right foot. The title alio of Difenfor fidei 
is as honourable, and more juftly conferred upon 
the king of England than either ChrljUnniffimut 
upon the French, or CathoUcui upon the Spaniard, 

Charles the Firft on ihe fcatFolil (and which became ihe pro- 
perly of John AHiburnh^m, one of his tnajelty's attendants) 
would effect a cure! Theie relics, and a filver watch of the 
monarch, are now in the pofTclTion of the Earl of A/hburnham, 
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not long before theConqi 
about the fucceflion of thi 
royal was almoft cxtingi 
Liifion, and heard a voyct 



[ to be omitted, which is fo often re- 



hen Brithwald tl 
ueft, bufied his brain much 
z crown, becaufe the blaud 
Liifhed, he had a ftrange 
, which forbade him to be 
inquifltive of fuch matters, refoundinw in his ears, 
"The k-ingdome of England is God's own king- 
dome, and for it God himfelf will provide."' But 
thefc and fuch like are more fit for a graver trea- 
tife than this. I will perform that I promifed, in 
handling nothing ferioufly ; and therefore I will 
bring you in fome poets, to fpeak in this behalf for 
me, and wiil begin with old Alfred of Beverly, who 
made this for Britain in general, which you muft 
not read with a cenforious eye; for it is, as the reft 
I will cite, of the middle age, having heretofore 
ufed all of more ancient and better times in another 
work. But thus faid he of Britain : 

" Infuli pradives qu3E toto vix eget orbt, 

Etcujus totuG inillget orbjs ope. 
Infiila przdives, cujus mireiur, et optet, 

Drllciu Salomon, Ofiavianus opes." 

r Scotland, the north part of Britain one lately, t 
in 2 far higher llrain and more poetically, Tung thefe : 

"Qiiis tibi frugifenc mcmorabit jugera gl'bx, 
Ant xris gravidos, et pluinbi ponJerc liilcos, 
Et niiidos auro montcs. ferroq. rigentes, 
Deq. metal! iferis manamiaflumina venisi 
Qiixq. beant alias cominunia commoda gentcs ?" 

For Wales, on the weft fide of Britain, an old 
riming poet- fung thus : 



' See the ftory in Malmeibury, Dr. Giles's Trans, p. 1+7. 

' The " old riming poet " here referred lo is Waller Mapep, 

an ecclefiaQic of the twelfth ccnturjr, who wrote feveral Lilin 
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" Terra faeconda froflibus, et cirnibus, et pifcibus, 
Domelllcia, Silveftribus Bobui, £i)ui&, ct ovlbus. 
Lzia cunfta fcminibus, culmis, fpicis graminlbu^, 
Arvis, pratis, pecoribu.', h«bis gaudti et floribus, 
Fluminibus, el fontjbus, contallibn*, «t montibu". 
Convalle» paftum profctuni, MonKs mctaila conrcronl. 
CactiD Cub ccrrae conice, crelcii viior In Venice, 
Calccm per artis rcgulas, prxbel ad Tefla rcgulas. 
EpuUtum materia, mel, lac, et laflicinla, 
Mlilfum, mcdo, cervifia, abundat in hac patria : 
Et quicquid fit* congruil, ubertioi terra tribuit. 
Sed ut dc lantis docibus, multa concludam brcvibu.s 
Stat hxc in orbis angiilo, ic & Deus a Icculo 
Hanc daret promptitarium cunflomm falutarium." 

But for England an old Epigrammatill made 
thefe with a Profopopieia of Nature, the indulgent 
mother to England, which doth comprife as mu 
as the belt wits can now conceive in that behalf 

" Anglia terra ferax, tibi pax fecura quietem, 

Mullipli»m luxum merx opulenta dcdit. 
Tu nimio nee ftrifla gelu, nee lydere ftrven*, 

Clemctiti ca:lo, teniperieque places. 
Cum pareret Natura parens, Tarioq. favorc 

Divideret dotes omnibus una locis : 
Scpofuit poiioiB tibI, mairemquc profclTa 

Infula {a faKx, plenaque pacis, ait. 
Quicquid amat luxus, quicquid deCdeiat ufus. 

Ex ic proveniet, vel aliunde tibi." 

Accordingly it is written in the "Black Book of 
the Exchequer" that our anceftors termed England 
a ftorehoufe of treafure, and a paradife of pleafure 
in this verfe : 

" Disitiifque finum, deliciifque larem. 

So that not without cauTe Pope Innocentiiul 
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poems. The one here quoted is entitled, Cambrix Epitome. 
Mapn'« poems have been edited for the Camden Society by i 
Thomas Wright, Efq. M.A. F.S A. 184.1. 



F(hi 



le 4. 



villi ngly and 






I 

1 

I 

1 

I 



iaily defired to fee 

Weftmonafterii ; " 
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And would often fay- 
garden of pleafure, ; 

drawn dry, and where 

had." 

And accordingly in that age thefe verfes were 

written in prail'e of England : 



" Anglia dulce folum, (juod lion alkna 
Sedtua diilt'tdo priftina dulce farit. 

Quz nihil a Gallis, fed GallU mutual i 
Quicquld lion Otis habct, quicquid an 



rrcenlquc, 



Merry Michael,' the Cornith poet, piped this upon 
his oaten pipe for England, but with a mocking 
compaflion of Normandy, when the French ufurped 
in the time of King John : 

" Nobllii Anglia, pocula, prandia, donal et lEia, 
Terra juvabil is et ibciahilis, agmine plena, 
Omnibua ucilit Anglia fertilii tU, et amxna : 
Sed mircrabilis el lachi^mabilis abfqiie caterva, 
NeuAria debllti, et mmo flcbili!i eft, quia ferva." 

I know not whether thcfc of Henry of Hunting- 
ton, though more ancient, are worthy to be re- 
meoibred : 

" Anglia lerrarum deciu ; el flos finitimarum, 

Eft contenia fui feriilitate boni. 
Externa s gentn confumptis rebus egentes. 

Cum fames Ixdil, recreai el reticit. 
Commoda lerta fatis, mirandx fertilitatin, 

Prolperitstc viget, cum bona pads habet." 

Old Robert of Glocefter, in the time of King 
Henry the Third, honoured his country with thefe 

' Michael of Cornwall flourifhcJ A. D. 1150. The time and 

place of hii dealh ate uncertain. His family name was 

_ Blaunpayn. Sce"Fullcr'sWorlhie»,"'ed.Nuttall,»o!,i.p.iis. 



tils be& EngliCh rimes, which I doubt not but romtij 
(although moll now are of the new cut) will givfi^ 
the reading : 

" England is a well good land ; in the Head beft 
Set in the one end ot the world, and rEigncth weft. 
The Tea goelh him all about, he Hint aa an yle : 
Offoei it need the lefs doubt, but it be through gllei 
Of folk of the Teir-land, ai me hath I fey while. 
From fouih to north ll is long, eight hundred mile, 
And two hundred mile broaafrom call to well lo weni 
Amid the land as it mighl be, and not as In the one ec 
Plenty men mav in England of all good fee, 
But folk it aguit, other years the worfe and worfe be. 
For England is full enough ot* fruit and of treene. 
Of woods and of parks, thai joy it ii to fcene." 

Have patience alfo to read that which followeth-J 
in him of fome cities in this realm: 

" In the countrey of Canterbury moft plenty of Fi(h i». 
And moft chafe of wild bealts about Salifburv I wis. 
And London Ihips moll, and Wine at WincfiiftEr. 
At Hartford Sheep and 0»e, and Fruit at Worcefter. 
Soap about Coventry, and Iron at Gloccfter. 
Metal, Lead, and Tin in the County of Eiceter. 
Evemike' of faireli wood ; Lincoln of fairelt men. 



Far (hort was he that would comprife the ex*^ 
cellencies of England in this one verfe : 

" Monies, fontis, pontes, ectlefia, ftrmina, la 
Mountains, fountains, bridges, churches 
and wool, although in thefe it furpafleth. 

But to conclude (his, mo(l truly our LucanJ 
fingeth of this our countrey. 

" The fiircft land, that from h 

As if (he car-d r 

A world within 



im her thrufts the reft, 

world befidc, 

Itb wonders bleft." 



' York, Eboracura. 
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The Inhabitants of Britain. 
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'S al) the regions, with the whole world's 
frame, and all therein, was created by the 
Almighty, for his lalt and moft perfefl c 
work, that goodly, upright, provident, 
fubtile, witty, and realonable creature, which the 
Greeks call avSfowoi, for his upright look; the ■■ 
Latines Hama, for that he was made of mold ; and 
we, with the Germans, call man ; whofe principal 
part, the mind, being the very image of God, and a 
petty world within himfelf: fo he afligned, in his 
divine Providence, this fo happy and worthy a 
region to men of anfwerable worth, if not fur- 
palUng, yet equalling the moft excellent inhabi- 
tants of the earth, both in the endowments of 
mind, lineaments of body, and their deportment 
both in peace and war ; as, if I would enter i 
this difcourfe, I could very eafily fliew. 

But overpaffing their natural inclination by 
heavenly iniluence, anfwerable to the difpofition of t 
Aries, Leo. and Sagiltary; and Jupiter, with Mars, " 
dominators for this North-weft part of the world, 
which makelh them impatient of fervitude, lovers 
of liberty, martial and couragious ; I will only in 
particular note fomewhat, and that fummarily, of 
the Britains, Scotdfti, and Englifli, the three prin- 
cipal Inhabitants. 

The Britains, the moft ancient people of this * 
Ifle, anciently inhabited the fame from fea to fea, 
whofe valour and prowefs is renowned both in 
Latinc and Greek monuments, and may appear 
in thefe two points, which I will here only r 
Firft, that the moft puiflant Roman forces, when i 




if them 
thirty whole 
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they were at the higheft, couM not 
(being but then a half naked people) ii 
years, the countries from the Thames to Striviliii_ 
And when they had gained them and brought them 
into form of a province, they found them fo war- 
like a people, that the Romans levied as many 
Cohorts, Companies, and EnJigns of Britains from 
hence for the fervice of Armenia, ^gypt, Illyricum, 
their frontire Countries, as from any other of their 
Provinces whatfoever. As for ihofe Britains which 
were farther North, and affer, as is moft probable, 
called Pi£ls (for that they itill painted themfelves 
when the Southern parts were brought to civility), 
they not only mo(f couragiouily defended their 
liberty, but offended the Romans with continual 
and moft dangerous incurfions. 
>. The other remainder of the Britains, which re- 
tired themfelves to the Weft parts, now called 
Wales, with like honour of fortitude, for many- 
hundred years repelled the yoke both of the Englim 
and Norman flavery. In which time how warlike 
they were, I will ufe no other teftimony than that 
of king Henry the Second, in his letter Emanuel, 
Emperourof Conftantinople: "The Welch Nation 
is fo adventurous, that they dare encounter naked 
with armed men, ready to fpend their blood for 
their countrey, and pawn their life for praife." How 
aiflive and ferviceable they were when King Richard 
Cuer-de-lion led an army of them into France, 
have this teftimony of William Britto (who then 
lived) in his fifth book of Fhilippeidos : — 

" Protinus exiremis Anglorum linibus agmcn 
Wallorum immtnfum numero vocat, ut nemorofa 
Per lora difeurrant, ferroque ignique furore 
Innato, noftri vafttnt confinii regni. 

Gtna WallcnC) hibet hoc nalurale per omncs 
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lodlgcnaa, prjuils proprium quod fervat ab annU 
Pro Jomibus iylvis, bcUum pro pace frcqutntat i 
Infci &cil», agilii per dcvia curlli, 
Ncc rolci« pUnias, cali^is nee crura gravancur, 
Friguf do^a pati, nuUi cclTura labori. 
VcKc bnvl, corpus nullis oneratur ab armis. 
Nee munit thorace latus, nee calTtde rrontcm. 
Sola gcrcni, holli czdem quibus infcrat, arma, 
CUvam cum jaculo, venabula, gcla, bipcnnem, 
Arcum cum phatciris, noiioliique tela, vd haJlam 
Alliduii gauucns prxdis, fulbque crurore." 

How afterward, in proccfs of time, they con- 
I formed themfelves to all civility, and the reafon 
^ thereof appeareth by ihefe line» of a poet then 
I flouriOiing :' — 

" Mores antlqui Br[tatiiim jam ex cunvifku Saxor;um 

Commulantur in meliui, utpatel ex faiiclarius. 

HarCos et agros excolunt, ad oppida I'e confcrunc, 

E( loricati c<^ii{tani, ct calceati pediiant. 

Urbane (r rebciuat, ec Tub lapciii donniunt, 

Ut judicinlur Anglici nunc potiu^, quam Wallici. 

Hujui 6 quKratur ratio, quietius quani Iblico 

Cur ill! vivant bodie, \n caufa Tunt diritix, 

Qjiu eito gens hsec pcrderct, li pallim nunc confligerct. 

Timor damni hoa rtirahil, nam nil habtn;, nil meiuit. 

Et ut dixie Satyricu<> : Cantat porlator vacuus 

Coram lalrone tutior, (juam phaltratus Jilior." 

And fincc they were fubjeiSted to the imperial 
crown of England, they have, to their juit praife, 
performed all parts of dutiful loyalty and allegeance 
inoft faithfully thereunto; plentifully yielding Mar- 
tial Captains, judicious Civilians, fkilful common 
Lawyers, learned Divines, compleat Courtiers, and 
adventurous Souldiers. In which commendations 
[their coufins the Corniflimen da participate pro- 



' Waller Mapes, " Cambriie Epitc 
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portionably, although they were (boner brought 
under the Englilh command. 

Great, alfo, is the glory of ihofe firitains which, 
in that moft doleful time of the Englilh invafion, 
withdrew themfelves into the weft parts of Gallia, 
then called Armorica. For they not only feated 
themfelves there, maugre the Romans (then indeed 
low, and near fetting) and the French ; but alfo 
impofed their names to the Countrey, held and de- 
fended the fame againft the French, until, in our 
Grandfathers memory, it was united to France by 
the facrcd bonds of matrimony. 

Next after the Brilains, the Scottiih men, coming 
out of Ireland, planted themfelves in this Ifle on the 
North fide of Cluid, partly by force, partly by 
favour of the Pi<Ss, with whom a long time they 
annoyed the Southern parts ; but after many bloody 
battels amongft themfelves, the Scotlifh men fub- 
dued them, and eftabliftied a Kingdom in thofe 
parts, which, with man-like courage and warlike 
prowcfs, they have maintained, and have purchafed 
great honour abroad. For the French cannot but 
acknowledge they have feldom atchieved any honour- 
able aHi without Scottifli hands, who therefore are 
dcfervedly to participate the Glory with them. As 
alfo divers parts of France, Germany, and Suitzer- 
land, cannot but confefs that they owe to the bcot- 
tifh Nation the propagation of good letters and 
Chriftian Religion amonglt them. 

After the Scottilhmen, the Angles, Englilhmen 
or Saxons, by Gods wonderful Providence were 
tranfplanted hither out of Germany ; a people 
compofed of the valiant Angles, Jutes, and Saxons, 
then inhabiting Jutland, Holllen, and the fea-coa(ls, 
along to the river Rhene; who, in (hurt time fub- 
duing the Britains, and driving them into the 
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mounrainous weftern parts, made theinfelves a i 
mofl compleat conqueft, abfolute lords of all the 
better foyl thereof, as far as (.Jrkenejr. Which 
cannot be doubted of, when their Englifh tongue 
reacheth fo far along the eaft coaft, unto the far- 
iheft parts of Scotland, and the peuple thereof are 
called by the Highlandmen, which are the true 
Scots, by no other name than Saxons, by which 
they alfo call us the Engliih. 

This warlike, vidlurious, ftitF, ftout, and vigorous 
Nation, after it had, as ic were, taken root here 
about one hundred and fixty years, and fpread 
his branches far and wide, being mellowed and 
moUiEed by the mildnefs of the foyl and fweet air, 
was prepared in fulnefs of time for the hrll fpirjtual 
bleffing of God ; I mean our regeneration in Chrift, 
and our ingrafting into his myftical body by holy 
Baptifm. Which Beda, our Ecclefiaftical Hiftoi' 
recounteth in this manner, and I hope you will 
give it the reading. " Gregory the Great, Bifhop of 
Rome, on a time faw beautiful boys to be fold in 
the market at Rome, and demanded from whence 
they were ; anfwer was made him, out of the lile 
of Britain. Then afked he again whether they 
were Cbriftians or no ? they faid no. * Alas for 
pity," faid Gregory, ' that the foul fiend {hould be 
Lord of fuch fair folks, and that they which carry 
fuch grace in their countenances, Diould be void of 
grace in their hearts.' Then he would know of 
them by what name their Nation was called, and 
they toid him, 'Anglefhmen.' 'And juftly be they 
fo called' {quoth hcj, * for they have Angelick 
faces, and fcem meet to be made coheirs with the 
Angels in heaven.' " 

Since which time, they made fuch happy progrefs 
the Chriflian profellion, both of faith and works. 
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that if I (hould but enter into confideration there- 
of, I fhould be overwhelmed with main tides of 
matter. Many and admirable monuments thereof 
do everywhere at home prefent themfelves to your 
view, ereited in former times (and no fmall number 
in our age, although few men note them), not for 
affeilation of fame or oftcntation of wealth, but to 
the glory of God, Increafe of faith, of learning, and 
to maintenance of the poor. As for abroad, the 
world can teftifie that four Englifhmen have con- 
verted to Chriftianity eight Nations of Europe ;' 
Winfrid, alias Boniface, the Denfliire-man, con- 
verted the German Saxons, Franconians, HeUian^- 



' Tliisisa remarkable fail, whaiever maybelhought of the ' 
niode of converlion employed by foine of ttiefe four Englilh 
Evangelitb. Wjnifrid.alias Boniface—" the DenfliiieCDevon- 
Ihire) man," was pairanizeil by Pope Gregory II., wbo fent 
him 10 Germany, where, in ihc diftnfb of Bavaria, Thurin^ia, 
UclTe, Sanony, and FricHand, he baptized a hundred thouland 
"of that IlifF-necked nation." •' Bilious" Bale fays that he 
converted them in ihe llyle of Mahomet, " lerrorc raagis quam 
doflrina," — a charge which " Worthy " Fuller ingenioully 
rebuts (i. 4.00). He fuffered martyrdom, together with fifty- 
four of his companions, at Botne in Fritfland, a.d. 755. 
Willebrod, or Willebald, was nephew of St. Boniface, con- 
verted the Low Germans, and died blfhop of Eyfted in 781. 
Nicholas Breakfpeare, alterwards Pope Adrian IV. was em- 
ployed by the Holy See in the converlion of the Norwegians. 
" Anti-cnriftiano charaflere Norwcgioa fignavit," fays Bale, 
with, doubllefs, too much truth. Thomas Waldenfis, of 
Walden In ElTex, a Carmelite, was a curious illuftratiou of the 
"locus a non lucendo;" for, as Fuller remarks, he might 
more juitly have been termed " Anti-Waldenfis," being the 
molt virulent enemy of the Wicklitfites, the fpiritual deiceii- 
dauti of the Waldenfes. Whatever may be faid of his 
labours in the converfion of the Lithuanians, he was a fierce 
perfecutor, — " the bellows," as quaint old Fuller phrafea it, 
" which blew up the coals for the burning of thofe poor Chrif- 
tians in England under King Henry the Sixth." 
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I and Thuringians ; Willebrod, the Northern man, 
\ the Frifians and Hollanders ; Nicholas Brakefpeare 
I of Middlelex, who was afterwards called I'opc Ha- 
I drtan, the Norwegians; and not long fince, Tho- 
mas de Walden of EITex, the Lithuanians. Neither 
will I here note, which ftrangers have obferved, 
that England hath bred more Princes renowned for 
fan^cy than any Chriftian Nation whatfoever. 

It doth alio redound to the eternal honour of 
England that our countrymen have twice been 
Schoolmalters to France : firft, when they taught 
the Gaules the difcipline of the Druidcs; and 
after, when they and the Scottiihmen firit taught 
the French the liberal Arts, and perfwaded Carolus 
Magnus 10 found the Univerfity of Pans. They 
alfo brought into France the bell laws which the 
Parliament of Paris and Burdeaux have now in 
ufc. They, at the loweft ebbc of learning, amazed 
. the world with their excellent knowledge in Philo- 
I fophy and Divinity ; for that I may not particulate 
I of Alexander of Hales, the Irrefragable Dodtor, 
' Schoolmafler to the Angelique Doiftor Thomas 
Aquinas, one Colledge in Oxford brought forth in % 
one age thofe four lights of learning, Scotus the *" 
Subtile, Bradwardiiie the Profound, Okham the 
Invincible, and Buriey the Perfpicuous, and as 
fome fay, Baconihorpe the Refolute ; which titles 
they had by the common confent of the judicial 
and learned of that and the fucceeding a2:es. 

»Yet their military glory hath furpalVed alt ; for 
they have terrified the whole world with their 
Arms in Syria, .^gypt, Cyprus, Spain, Sicily and 
India. 

They have traverfed with molt happy vi£tories 
both Prance and Scotland, brought away their 
9 captives, conquered Ireland, and the Ijle of 
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Cypres, which King Richard the firft gave franldjr 
to Guy of Lufignian ; and lately, with a maiden's 
hand, mated the mightiell Monarch in his own 
Countries. They, befidc many other notable dif- 
coveries, twice compafled the whole globe of the 
earth with admirable fuccefs, which the Spaniards 
have yet but once performed. Good Lord, how 
fpacioufly might a learned pen walk in this argu- 
ment ! 

But left I fhould feem over prodiga) in the praife 
of my countrymen, I will only prefent you with 
Ibme few verfes in this behalf; and firfl this Latine 
Rithme of the middle times, in praife of theEnglifh 
Nation, with fome clofe cautions. Its quilted, as 
it were, out of ftreds of divers Poets, fuch as 
Scholars do call a Cento : 

" Quo vcrfu Anglorum poffim defcribcre gentem, 
Sx^e inlhi dubiam iraxit jcntenlia mcntem. 
Sunt in amiciti* percuITo fccdere vcri. 

Major at eft virtui, quam guairere, parta tdiri. 
Sunt belto fortes, alacres, vaiidiquc dtielliK, 

Afpcra Ted polltis mllcfcant iccxAz. belli.. 
Sunt niildi, ciiiti florcnl virtutis amore, 

Scd nihil eft virtus, nifi cum pietaiis honore. 
Quid fit avaritix peAis gens Anglica nelbit, 

Crefcil amor dandi, quantu ipfa pecunia creftit, 
^tas prima ftudel, dare large, dando virefcit. 

Vas nifi lincerum quodcunque infundiis acelcic. 
Lauiior eft illis cum menfa divite cultu:., 
Acceduni hilarts fempcr fupcr nmnia vultus, 
NoQ ibi Damztai pauper dicit Mclibao, 
In cratere meo Thelis eft fociata Ly^o, 
GratiuB Ingenlum datur hii, et graiia morum. 
Sic norunt qiiam fit dulcis mjntura boncirun). 
Angloruin cur eft gens quivis invida genii i 
Summa pclit livor, perftant allilTima venli." 

And for the Scottifti Nation this of their own 
Poet; 
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" lUa pbarcttatii eft propria gloria Scotis, 
Cingere vcnatu faltus, luperare Dotando 
Flnroina, ferre famem, contemnere frigora et iftiis: 
Nee folTa et muris patriam, fed Martc tuEri, 
El fprefa incolumem vi« dcrenderc famam, 
PoUicici femre fidtm fanflumque vereri 
Nurocn amicitiz, mores non munus amare." 

The merry, free, and frank difpofition of the old 
Englilh was thus dcfcribed by Alfred of Beverly : 

(" Anglla plena jotis, gen& libera ct apla jocarl : 
Liben genii tui libera mens eC libera linguB, 
Sed lingua melior, libcrionjiie manu!>." 

The defire of knowledge in the English, the 
contempt thereof in the French Britons, and the 
fwelling pride of Normans, was thus rhimed on in 
that time : 



Pope Eugenius the fourth faid, that the EngliAi- 
jnen were Ht for any thing, and to be preferred 
before other Nations, were it not for their waver- 
ing and unfetled lightncfs, Poiicralicon. 

The fweet that the Pope fucked hence a long 
time fo eafily gave occadon to their fucceflbrs to 
fuck England almoft dry with extorting from the 
Clergy, and impoiing fuch burdens upon them, that 
Adam de Murymuth called EngliOimeii "The 
Popes Afles, willing to bear all burdens whatfo- 
ever." In this refpeiSl another Pope, playing upon 
people at his pleafure, faid that the Italians were 
folari/la cor/i, the French and Spaniards Pifcei 
trquarii, the Englilh and Germans Pecera campi. 

Salt and Iharp was he which faid, French and 
EngliOi do not read as they write. Flemings and 
Germans do not fing as they prick, Spaniards 
and Italians do not mean as they fpeak. 
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, doth fo feverely cenfure Nations, that he 
feemed to fit in the chair of the fcornful, and 
therefore I will omit him and his cenfures, lelt I 
might feem to approve them. 

Camerarius more moderately writeth : " The 
Germans are warlike, plain- meaning and liberal ; 
The Italians proud, vindicative and witty; The 
French well made, intemperate and heady ; The 
Spaniards difdainers, advifed, pilling and polling ; 
Engliihmen ftirring, trading, bufie and painful." 

l"he Frenchmen are not altogether untrue and 
unfavourable to England in this their proverbial 
fpeech ; "England is the Paradifc of women, the 
Purgatory of fervants, and the Hell of horfcs." 

Lewes Regius or Le Roy, in his vicifTitudes, 
obferveth that the Spaniards commonly are haughty, 
the Moors difloyal, the Greeks wary, the Italians 
advifed, the French hardy, the French and Scots 
tu(h' and llout. 

But moil true this may (eem which runneth 
currant every where ; " The Bridges of Poland, 
the Devotion of Italians, the Falls of Germans, 
the Monks of Boeme, the Nuns of Suaben, the 
Religion of Pruze, the Conftancy of the French, 
the impatience of the Spaniard, the new Guife of 
the Englilh, ate fuilable, like unto like. 

A certain Italian in his cenfuring humour 
loteth, that fuch is the humour of the Engliflim 



charge 
matters he covets 
impertinent to hir 
above that he is ; : 
cither for favour or 
right or wrong. 

The Welchmen, our neighbours, 



.thority he hath, the more 
to thruft himfelf into, albeit 
1, to make himfelf efteemed 
nd whatfoever he cnterprifeth, 
difpleafure, he maintaineth by 
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incorporate countrymen, both by approved alle- 
geance and law, in their Britilh old book of Tripli- 
tities, write: " As welfti men do love Fire, Salt, 
and Drink ; the Frenchmen Women, Weapons, 
and Horfes ; fo Engliflimen do efpecially like good 
Cheer, Lands and Traffick." This good chear 
cauleth the Germans to recharge us with gluttony, 
when we charge them with drunkennefs ; which, 
as we received from the Danes, fo we firft taught p 
the French all their Kitchen-fltil!, and furnifhing 
their Tables. 

And in the fame place : "The Welfti are liberal, 
the French courteous, the EngliJh conrtdcnt." 

Doflor Bourd' ibal! end thefe matters,— who 
painted, for an Englifli man, a proper fellow naked, 
with a pair ofl'ailors fhears In one hand and a 
piece of cloth on his arm, — with thefe rhimes^ 
how truly and aptly, I refer to each mans particular 
confideration : 

" 1 aman Englilhman, and naked I Ihind here, 

Mufing In my mind what garment I [hall wear ; 

For now I will wear this, and now I will wear that, 

Now I will wear 1 cannot tell what. 

All new fafliiona be plealant to me, 

I will have them whether J thrive or thee. 

Now 1 am a frilkcr, all men on me look. 

What (hould I Ao but fet Cock on the hoop i 

What do 1 care, if all Ibe world me &il, 

1 will have a garment reach lo my lail : 

Then am I minion, for 1 wear the new guife, 

The next ^ear after I hope to be wife. 

Not onli^ ID wearing my gorgeous array, 

For 1 will go to learning a whole Summen day i 

I will leim Latine, Hebrew, Greek, and French, 

And I will Icam Dutch fitting on my bench. 

' Dr. Andrew Borde, in hi* " Boke of the Inlroduflion of 
I Knowledge," dedicated lo the princefi (afterwards queen) 
L Mary, See SulTcx Archseological Colie^ions, vol. vi. p. 104. 
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lOM the people we will now proceed to 
the Lanc^ia^cs. Here would Scholars 
ihew vou the £rtl confiihon of Lan- 
guages out of Mofcs that the Gods had 
their peculiar tongue out of Homer ; that bruit 
Bealls, Birds and^Fiihcs had their own proper 
languages out of Clemens Alexandrinus. They 
would teach tou out of Euphorus, that there were 
but two and httr tongues in the world, becaufe (b 
many fouls out of Jacob dticended into ^gypt ; 
and out of Amobius, that there were feventy two. 
Albeit Timotlhenes reporteth that in Diofcurias a 
man Town of Colchis, there trafficked three hun- 
dred Nations of divers languages ; And howfoever 
our Indian or American difco%'erers iav, that in 
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every fourfcore mile In America, and i 
valley almoft of Peru, you Ihall find a i 
guage. Neither would they omit the liland where 
the people have cloven tongues out of the fabulous 
Narrations of Diodorus Siculus j yea, they would 
lafb out of the Utopian language with 

" Vclvola Farchin h^mam, U blvoh drame paglon;." 
When, as it is a greater gbry now to be a Lin- 
guift than a Realill, they would moreover difcourfe 
at large, which I will tell you in a word. 

Firll, the Britiih tongue, or VVeiOi (as we now i 
call it), was in ufe only in this Idand, having great ' 
affinity with the old Gallitiue of Gaul, now t ranct, 
from whence the firft inhabitants in all probability 
came hither. Afterward the Latin was taken up, 
when it was brought into the form of a Province, 
by little and little;— firlt about the time of Domi- 
tian, according to that notable place of Tacitus, 
where he reporteth that Julius Agricola, Governour 
here for the Romans, preferred the Britains, as 
able to do more by wit than the Gauls by iludy : 
" Ut qui " (faith he) " modo linguam Romanam ab- i 
nuebant, eloquentiam concupifcerent Inde ctiam | 
habitus noitri honor et frequens toga:" — then 
when Roman Colonies were here planted, and the 
people ruled by Roman laws, written in the Latine 
tongue ; but efpecially, after that, all born in the 
Roman Provinces were enfranchifed Citizens of 
Rome by Adrian the Emperour, as S. Chryfoft. 
writeth ; or rather by Marcus Antoninus, as Aurel. 
Viflor reporteth. Then the world accounted them- 
fclves all one Nation, and fung, "■ Jam cumfti gens 
una fumus." As Rutilius to Romes praife : 

" Dumque offers vlflis proprii ronfortia jurii, 
Utbcm lecilii, i]uod priu& orbis crat." 




Hence it is that fo many latine words i 
the French, Spanilh and other tongues, as alfo 
from the Popes pra£iice, who impofed the Latine 
tongue in the divine Service, as a token of fubjec- 
tion to the Roman Sea, 

Notwithftandirg, in this I(le the BritiHi over- 
grew the Latine, and continueth yet in Wales, and 
Ibme villages of Cornwal, intermingled with Pro- 
vincial Latine, being very fignificative, copious, and 
pleafantiy running upon agnominations, although 
harfti in afpirations. After the Irifh tongue was 
brought into the Northwelt parts of the Ifle out of 
Ireland by the ancient Scottiflimen, and there yet 
remaineth. Laftly, the Englifb-Saxon tongue came 
in by the Englilh-Saxons out of Germany, who 
valiantly and wifely performed here al! the three 
things which imply a full contjueft — viz, the altera- J 
tion of laws, language, and attire. 1 

This Englifti tongue is extrafied, as the nation, 
from the Germans, the moft glorious of all now 
extant in Europe for their moral and martial 
vertues, and prefcrving the liberty entire, as alfo 
for propagating their language by happy vidtoriesin 
France by the Francs and Burgundians; in this 
lile by the Englifh-Saxons ; in Italy by the Heruli, 
VVert-Goths, Vandals, and Lombards ; in Spain by 
the Suevians and Vandales. And this tongue is of 
that extenfion at this prefcnt, that it reacheth from 
Switzerland, and from the fountains of Rhene over 
all ancient Germany, both high and low, as far as 
the river Viftula (except Bohemia, Silcfia, and part 
of Polonia, which fpealc the Sclavonian tongue), 
and alfo over Denmark, Sueden, Gotland, Norway 
[and] Ifland to the Hyperborean or Frozen-Sea, 
without any great variety, as I could prove particu- 
larly. Bui let this fuflice, that for the Latine 
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" conjun£tton copulative ET, we and the Saxons in 
Germany ufc Jnd, the Netherlands End, the 
Switzers fnnJ, other Germans Ond, the Got- 
landers Fm, the Illanders Jul, as the old Francs 
ufed Eivd and Jnc/. 

And to the honour of our progenitors (the Eng- 
li(b Saxons) be it fpoken, theJf conqueit was more 
ablblute here over the Britains than either of the 
Francs in France over the Gauls, or the Goths 
and Lombards in Italy over the Romans, or of 
the Goths, Vandals, and Moors over the antient 
Spaniards in Spain : for in thofe nations much of 
the provincial Latine (I mean the Latine ufed 
whileft they were Provinces of the Romans) re- 
maineth, which they politickly had fpread over their 
Empire, as is already laid, 

But (he Englifh'Saxon conquerours altered the 
tongue which they found here wholly, Co that no 
Britifli words or provincial Latin appeared therein 
at the lirll ; and in {hort time they fpread it over 
this whole Idand, from the Orcades to the Ifle of 
Wight, except a few barren corners in the Weft- 
ern parts, whereunto the reliques of the Britains 
and Scots retired, preferving in them both their 
life and language. For certain it is that the greateft 
and beii parts, the Eall and South of Scotland, 
which call themfelves the Lowland-men, fpeak the 
Englifh tongue, varied only in Diaiedt, as delcended 
from the Englilh-Saxons j and the old Scottilh, 
which is the very Irifh, is ufed only by them of 
the Weft, called the Hechland-mcn, who call the 
other as the Welfli call us SaiTons, Saxons, both 
in refpedt of language and original, as I Ihewed 
before. 

I dare not yet here affirm, for the antiquity of 
our language, that our great-great-great-grandfires 
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E wonderfid^H 



tongue came out of Perfia ; albeit thi 
Itnguift, Jofeph Scaliger, hath obferved. Fader, 
Moder, Bruder, bond, &c. in the Perfian tongui 
in the very fence as wc now ufe them. 

It will not be unproper, I hope, to this purpofe 
if 1 note out of the Epiftlcs of that learned AmbaA. 
fador Bufbequius, how the inhabitants of Taurii 
CherfonelTus, in the utfermoft part of Europe Eaft- 
ward, have thefc words. Wind, Silver, Corn, Salt, 
Filh, Son, Apple, VVaggen, Singen, Ilanda, Beard, 
with many other, in the very fame fence and figni- 
fcation as they now are in ufe with us ; whereat 1 
marvelled not a little when I iirft read it. Bui 
nothing can be gathered thereby but that the 
Saxons, our progenitors, which planted themfelves 
here in the Weft, did alfo, to their glory, place 
Colonics likewife there in the Eaft.' 

As in the Latine tongue, the learned make, in 
refpcdl of time, four Idioms — the Ancient, the 
Latine, the Roman, the MIxt; fo we in ours may 
make the Ancient, Englifti-Saxon, and the Mixt. 
But that you may fee how powerful Time is in 
altering tongues as all things elfe, I will fet down 
the Lords Prayer as it was tranilated in fundry 
ages, that you may fee by what degrees our tongue 
is rifen, and thereby conjetSture how in time it may 
alter and fall again. 

If we could fet it down in the ancient Saxon — I 
mean in the tongue which the Hnglifli ufed at their 



' This nolLon of Camden has recently been revived by one 
or (WO ethnobgifts, without, as I venture to think, atiy fub- 
Daiitial evidence. The tide of population, and confe<)uenlly 
of language, has ever fet weftward. The corrcfpondence be- 
tween Englilh and Oriental words, noticed in this and (he 
foregoing patla^e, ouebt undoubtedly Co beafrribed to a com- 
mon parentage in middle Alia. 
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firft arrival here, about 440 years after Chrifts 
birth — it would feem moft ftrange and harfli Dutch, 
or Geberiflj, as women call it; or when they iirlt: 
embraced Chriftlanity, about the year of Chrill 
600. But the ancienteft that I can find was about 
900 years fince, about the year of Chrift 700, 
found in antient Saxon glofTed EvangeliOs, in the 
hands of my good friend M. Robert Bowyer, 
written by EadlVide, the eight Bifliop of Lindif- ' 
farne (which after was tranllaied to Durham), and 
divided according to the ancient Canon of Eufe- 
bius, not into chapters ; for Stephen Langton, 
Archb. of Canterbury, firft divided the holy Scrip- 
tures into Chapters, as Robert Stephan did lately 
into vcrfes ; and thus it is ; 



tr /lallo-ujld lAiue name. leme 

Sic gehalgud thin noma lo cymcch 

tij kingjem. Bt thy luill /« at in 






pvt dibit ours, and da nil lead 

gefan Icyldgum vrum ; and no inJead 

ut into temptation. But deliver eiierj one 

vfith in cultnung. Ah gufrig vrkh 



from IBc. Amen." 
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Some two hundred years after, 1 find this fome^l 
what varied in two Trandations : 



der the cart on 

gchalgod. Cuni 

\ corthai), fwa fwa oi 

dig urn digthanlie: 
trejpapi 
e gyltas (in, fwa we 

agauift ui have t\ 
wilh us agyltath. And i 

caftnung, Ac alys 



■SI ihln 
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num. Syle us to 
And Torgif ui u 
gifathf tham thi 
led the 



About 



fo ^f/.. 



in hundred and threefcore years after, in 
of King Henry the fecond, I find this 
rhime tent from Rome by Pope Adrian, an Englifh- 
man, to be taught to the people : 

" Ure fadyr in heaven rich. 

Thy name be halyed ever lich ! 

Thou bring us thy michel bli&, 

AU hit in heaven y-do, 

Evar in yearth been it alio : 

That holy bread that laftcth ay. 

Thou Tend it am this iike day. 

Forgive otLs all that we have dan. 

As vre forgivet ucii other mon ; 

Ne let ous fall into no founding, 

Ac fhield ous fro the fowl thing. Amen." 

Neither was there any great variation in the time 1 
of King Henry the 3, as appeareth in this of that J 
age, as I conje^ure by the Character : 



nurth the bli&. 
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Cumen and mot thy kingdom. 

Thin holy will ii be all don. 

In heaven and in erdh alfo, 

So it Ihall bin full wdl Ic (ra. 

Gif us all bread on thii [lay. 

And forgif us ure Gns, 

As we do ure wider nins ; 

Let us not in fonding tall, 

Oac fro evil ihu fyld us all. Amen." 

In the time of King Richard the fecond, about a 
hundred and odde years after, it was fo mollitied 
that it came to be thus, as it is in the TranQation 
of Wickelift'e, with fome Latine words now in- 
ferted, whereas there was not one before : 



" Our fadyr, thai aii in heaven ; 
kingdom cum to ; be thy will done 
gif TO us this day our bread over ( 
lo ua our dillit, as ne forgevcn to 
into umplalkit, but deti-vtr us fro c 



halloed be thy name ) thy 
fo in hearcn, and in ertb : 
iher fubltaiice : and forgit 
)ur delters, and leed ub not 

I their 



Hitherto will our fparkful youth laugh ; 
great-grandfathers Englifh, who had more care to 
do weil than to fpeak minion-tike, and left more 
glory to us by their exploiting of great Afls, than 
wc thall do by our forging of new words and un- 
couth phrafes.' 

Great, veriiy, was the glory of our tongue, before 

the Norman Conqueft, in this— that the old Englilli 

could exprefs tnolf aptly all the conceits of the 

mind in their own tongue without borrowing from 

Lany. As for example : 



I ' Well faid, great "Nourice of Anliqiuiie I " But what 
would you lay, now, to the condition of your venerable mother 
nmgue, wbcn. according to an able modem writer, Dr. Sulli- 
van, " we are indebted to the language ot the Romans for far 
the grratcr (torcion of our vocabulary ! " 
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God, which the Latins 
[linds of 



The holy fervice of 
called Religion, becaufe it knitted thi 
men together — and moft people of Europe have 
borrowed the fame from them — they called moft 
fignificantly Ean-faftnes, as the one and only aiTu- 
rance and ^(l anchor-hold of our fouls health. 

The gladfome tidings of our falvation, which the 
Greeks called Evangelion, and other Nations in 
the fame word, they called Godfpel — that is, Gods 

For our Saviour, which we borrowed from the 
French, and they from the Latin Salvatcr, they 
called in their own word Haetend, from Hael — 
that is, Salui, fafety ; which we retain ftill in Ai- 
hael and Waf-hael— that is, Ar, 5<j/yf, Sis falvus. 

They could call the difciples of Chrift Learning 
Cnihtas, that is, Learning Servitors ; for Cniht, 
which is now a name of worihip, fignificd with 
them an Attendant, or fervitour. 

They could name the Hharifees, according to 
the Hebrew Sunder-haigens, as holy religious men, 
which had fundered and fevered themfelves from 
other. 

The Scribes they could call in their proper figni- 
fication, as Book-men, Bocer. So they called 
parchment, which we have catcht from the Latin 
pergamenum. Book-fell, in refpeiSl of the ufe. 

So they could call the Sacrament Haligdome, ai 
holy judgment ; for io Jt is according as we re- 
ceive it. 

They could call fertility and fruitfulnefs of land 
fignificatively Eordef-weld, as wealth of the earth. 

They could call a Comet a Fixed Star, which a 
all one with Stella crinita or cometa. So they did 
call the judgment-feat Domefettli 

That which we call the Parliament, of the 
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French Parler, to fpeak, they called a Wittenmot, 
as the Meeting and aflembly of wife men. 

The certain and inward knowledge of that 
which is in our mind, be it good or bad, which in 
the Latine word we call canfciena^ they called Inwit. 
as that which they did inwardly wit and wotc, that 
is, know certainly. 

That in a River which the Latines call Ahitus, 
and Canalhi and from thence moft Nations of 
Europe name the Chanel, Kanel, Canalc, &c. 
ihey properly called the Stream-race. 

Neither in the degrees of kindred were they def- 
titute of fignificative words ; for he whom we of a 
French and Engliih compound word call Grand- 
father, they called Ealdfader ; whom we call Great 
Grandfather, they called Thirda-fader ; fo, him 
which we call Great Great Grandfather, they 
called Forda-fader, and his father Fiftha-fader. 

An Eunuch, for whom we have no name, but 
from the Greeks, they could aptly name Unltana, 
that is, without ftones, as we ufe unfpotted for 
without fpot, Unlearned for without learning. 

A covetous man, whom we fo call of the French 
Cenvaitefc^ they truly called Git-for, as a fore and 
eagre Getter and Gatherer. 

That which the Latines call Abortus, and we in 
many words Untimely birth, or Born before the 
full rime, they called Mif-born. 

A Porter, which we have received from the 
jFrench, they could in their own word as fignifica- 
' lively call a Doreward. 



' The lofs of ihcfe old terms indicative of anceftral degrees 
from our language is much to be regreited. The Anglo- 
Saxon is much more cxprclTive and clear in this relpeft than 
ihe Latin av»i, praavut, aia^m, ata-vai, iritavuj, Sec. 
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I could particulate In many more, but this would 
appear molt plentifully, if the labours of the learned 
Gentlemen Mafter Laurence Nowel, of Lincolns- 
Inne, who firft in our time recalled the ftudy 
hereof, Mafter William Lambert, Mafter i. Jofce- 
lin, Mafter Fr. Tate, were once publlftied ; other- 
wife it is to be feared that devouring Time in few 
years will utterly fwallow It, without hope of 
recovery. • 

The alteration and admiration In our tongue, as , 
in all others, bath been brought in by entrance of 
Strangers, as Danes, Normans and others, which 
have fwarmed hither ; by traffick, for new words 
as well as for new wares, have always come in by 
the tyrant Time, which aitereth alt under heaven ; 
by Ufe, which fwayeth moft, and hath an abfolutc 
command in words, and by pregnant wits : fpecially 
fince that learning, after long banlfliment, was 
recalled in the time of King Henry the eighth, it 
hath been beautilied and enriched out of other 
good tongues, partly by enfranchlfing and enden- 
izing ftrange words, partly by refining and molli- 
fying old words, partly by implanting new words 
with artificial compofition, happily containing 
themfelves within the bounds prefcribed by Ho- 
race : So that our tongue is (and I doubt not but 
hath been) as copious, pithy and iignllicatlve as 
any other tongue in Europe ; and I hope we are 
not yet, and ftiall not hereafter come to, that 
which Seneca faw in his time : " When mens 
minds begin once to inure themfelves to dillike, 
whatfoever is ufual Is difdained. They aft'cft 
novelty In fpeech, they recal fore-worn and un- 
couth words, they forge new phrafes, and that 
which Is neweft is beft liked ; there is prefump- 
tuous and far fetching of words. And fome there 
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are that think it a gface if their fpeech do hover, 
and thereby hold the hearer in fufpcnce." You 
know what followeth. 

Omitting this, pardon me, and think me not 
over-hallanced with aftcifiion if I think that our 
Englifli tongue is, I will not fay, as facrcd as the 
Hebrew or as learned as the Greek ; but as fluent 
as the Latin, as courteous as the Spaniih, as Court- 
like as the French, and as amorous as the Italian, as 
fome Italianated amorous have confcll'ed. Neither 
hath any thing detracted more from the dignity of 
our tongue than our own aftei^ting of forraign 
tongues, by admiring, praifing, and Itudying them 
above meafure ; whereas the wife Romans thought 
no fmall part of their honour to confift in the 
honour of their language, eHeeming it a diOionour 
to anfwer any forraigner in his own language : as 
for a long time the Engiilh placed in the Borrough- 
towns of Ireland and Wales would admit neither 
Irilh nor Welfh among them. And not long fincc, 
for the honour of our native tongue, Henry Fitz- 
AUcn, Earl of Arundel, in his travel into Italy, 
and the Lord William Howard of Effingham, In 
his government of Calice, albeit they were not 
ignorant of other forreign tongues, would anfwer no 
llrangers by word or writing but only in Englifh : 
as in this confideration alfo before them, Cardinal 
Wolfcy, in his Ambalfage into France, commanded 
all his fcrvants to ufe no French, but mecr Englith 
to the French, in all communication whatfoever. 

As for the Monofyllables fo rife in our tongue, 
which were not fo originally, although they are 
unfitting for verfes and meafures, yet are they moft 
fit for expreifing briefly the firit conceits of tne 
mind, or Intentiotialla^ as they call them in Schools ; 
fo that we can fet down more matter in fewer 
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er do we oi'^| 



lines than any other language.' Neither 
the Welili (o curtale the Latine, that we make all 
■ therein Monofyllables, as Jofeph ScaJigcr chargeth 
us i who in the mean time forgetteth that his 
Frenchmen have put in their provifo in the Edi(3 
of Pacification in the Grammatical war, that they 
might not pronounce Latine diftindtly, and the 
Iriln not to obferve quantity of fyllables, I cannot 
yet but confefs that we have corruptly contracied 
molt names, both of men and places, if they were 
of more than two fyllables, and thereby hath enfued 
no little obfcurity. 

Whereas our tongue is mixed it is no difgrace, 
when as all the tongues of Europe do participate 
interchangeably the one of the other, and in the 
learned tongues there hath been like borrowing 
one from another ; as the prefent French is com- 

fofed of Latine. German, and the old Gallique ; the 
talian, of Latine and German-Goti(h ; and the 
Spaniflj, of Latine, Gotilh-German, and Arabique, 
or Morifquo. Yet it is falfe, which Gefner af- 
firmeth, that our tongue is the moft mixt and cor- 
rupt of all other : for if it may pleafe any to com- 
pare but the Lords Prayer in other languages, he 
Ihall find as few Latine and borrowed furreign 
words in ours as in any other whatfoever; notwith- 
ftanding the diverfity of Nations which have 
fwarmed hither, and the practice of the Normans, 
who, as a monument of their Conqueft, would 
have yoaked the EngliQi under their tongue, as 

' This remark is doubtlffs apiiliriible to moft modern lan- 
guages, but it will hardly apply to the clallkal tongues, 
cfpecialjy ihcL^lIn, the terrertcls of which is unapproached in 
Eoglilh. Ex una dilcc, in ihc phmfc Clam pain ahiit, three 
words, which it takes nine Englilh words to render: Me 
went anay | nilhouc the knowledge of | his fatlierl 
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they did under their corninaiid, by compelling them 
to teach their children in Schools nothing but 
French ; by ("etting down their Laws in the Nor- 
man-French, and enforcing them moft rigorouily 
to plead and to be impleaded, in that tongue only, 
for the fpace of three hundred years, until King 
Edward the Third enlarged them firit from that 
bondage : lince which time our language hath 
rifen by little, and the Proverb proved untrue 
which fo long had been ufed, "Jack would be a 
Gentleman if he could fpeak any French.''' 

Herein is a notable Argument of our Anceftors 
Iledfaftnefs in efteeming and retaining their own 
tongue ; for, as before the Conqueft they miHiked 
nothing more in King Fdward the Confeflbr than 
that he was Frenchified, and accounted the defire 
of forreign language then to be a foretoken of the 
bringing in of forreign powers, which indeed hap- 
pened ; in like manner, after the Conqueft, not- 
withftanding thofe enforcements of the Normans 
in fupplanting it, and the nature of men which is 
moft pliable, with a curious jollity to faOuon and 
frame themfelves according to the manners, attire, 
and language of the Conquerours ; yet, in all that 
long fpace of 300 years they intermingled very fe^ 
French-Norman words, except fome terms of law, 
hunting, hawking, and dicing; when as we within 
thefe 60 years have incorporated fo many Latine 
and French, as the third jiart of our tongue con- 
fifteth now in them. But like themfelves continue 
ftill thofe old Englilhmen which were planted in 
Ireland, in Fingal, and the Countrcy of Wcysford,' 
in the time of King Henry the 2, who yet ftill 
continue their ancient attire and tongue, infomuch 
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that an EngUQi gentleman, not long fince Tent j 
thither in Commiilion among them, faid that he 
would quickly' underdand the Irilh when ihey 
fpakc the ancient Englifti, So chat our anceftors 
feemed in part as jealous of their native language 
as thofe Britons which parted hence into Armorii 
in France, and marrying ftrange women there, di 
cut out their tongues, lelt their children (hould 
corrupt their language with their mothers tongue ( 
or as the Germans, which have moft of all Nations 
oppofed thcmfelves againll all innovations in habit 
and language. 

Whereas the Hebrew Rabbines fay, and that 
truly, that Nature hath given man five inftrumcnts 
for the pronouncing of all letters — the lips, the 
teeth, the tongue, the palate, and the throat, I 
will not deny but fome among us do pronounce 
more fully, fome flatly, fome broadly, and no few 
mincingly (offending in defeat, exceft or change of 
letters), which is rather to be imputed to the per- 
fons and their education than to the language : 
when as generally we pronounce, by the confef- 
fion of ftrangers, as fweetly, fmoothly, and mode- 
rately as any of the Northern Nations of the 
world, who are noted to foupe their words out of 
the throat with fat and full fpirits. 

This variety of pronunciation hath brought in 
fome diverfity of Orthography, and hereupon Sir 
John Price, to the derogation of our tongue and 
glory of his Welfh, reporteth that a fentcnce fpoken 
by him in EngHfli, and penned out of his mouth by 
four good Secretaries feverally, for trial of our 
Orthography, was fo fet down by them that they 
all diftered one from the other in many letters ; 
whereas fo many Welfh, writing the fame likewife 
in their tongue, varied not in any one letter at all. 
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Well, I will not derogate from the good Knight's 
credit ; yet it hath been feen where ten Engiilh, 
writing the fame fentence, have all fo concurred, 
that among them all there hath been no other dif- 
ference than the adding, or omitting once or twice, 
of our iilent £ in the end of fonie words. As for 
the WelOi, I could never happen on two of that 
Nation together that would acknowledge that they 
could write their own language. 

Sir Thomas Smith, her Majeftics Secretary not 
long fince, a man of great learning and judgment, 
occafioned by fome uncertainty of our Orthography, 
though it fecm grounded upon (bund Reafon and 
Cullome, laboured to reduce it to certain heads. 
Seeing that whereas ofNeceffity there muft be fo 
many letters in every tongue as there are fTinplc 
and lingle founds, that the Latine letters were not 
fuflicient to exprefs all our fimple founds ; there- 
fore he wifhed that we (hould have A fhort and A 
long, because a ina^an,and in Alan of horfe, hath 
diRerent founds j £ long, as in Men, moderate i 
and e (hort, as in !^tn, and an Englifli r, as in 
tazt, tljEf, bf, me ; I long and I fhort, as in Bi, 
per, and Bi, emere ; O Ihort and O long, as in 
fmoke of a woman, and fmolce of the fire ; V long, 
as in But, Oerea, and V fhort, as in But, StJ; and 
V for y Greek, as flu, nu, tru. For conlbnants he 
would have C be never ufed but for Ch, as it was 
among the old Englifh, and K in all other words ; 
for T h he would have the Saxon letter Thome, 
which was a D with a dalh through the head, or p i 
for t confonant the Saxon j, as jet, not Jeat, for 
leat-ftone, jay for jay ; Q. if he were King of the 
A, B, C, (Iiould be put tu the horn and banilhed, 
and Ku in his place, as Kuli not quid, Kuarel 
not ^arct; Z he would have ufed for the foftcr 
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S, or eth, or es, as diz for dieth, Hz for lies, and ' 
the fame S inverted foi /h, as Sal (or fl^all^Jies for 
Jltjh. Thus briefly I have fet you down his device, 
which albeit Sound and Reafon feemed to coun- 
tenance, yet that Tyrant Cuftome hath io con- J 
fronted that it will never be admitted. I 

If it be any glory, which the f"rench and Dutch 1 
do brag of, that many words in their tongues do 
not differ from the Greek, I can iliew you as many 
in the Englifh ; whereof 1 will give you a few for a 
tafte, as they have offered thcmfclves in reading ; 
but withal, I truft you will not gather by confe- 
quence that we are defcended from the Grecians. 
Who doth not fee identity in thefe words, as if the' J 
one defcended from the other? 



■p-n^ut, to ta| 
AWrS^, iaft. 
ziv, IO Teeth. 
epiffuE', rafh. 



Mlin, (he moon. 
M^., a mill. 
TlTbc, a (cat. 
Zkifn, a (hip. 
iT^, a rope. 

X.a.\,wi^vt, to gillop. 
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'TixH. a rag. 
KX/;iuf, a climbing. 
Oui^t, an udder. 
'OapK, whiiriili fpDrt. 
kE»i, To kil». 
*A)>;(i'Su, (o hang. 
'E^, earth. 
XirwSofi a crab. 






> link. 



'a.y(j!t, okcr. 
Muiia, to mock. 

ZTfimifti, 10 ftrow. 
Xif^n, a fitirmilh. 
Kupiau, a Church. 

KurriXK. Mtiftachei, 

■o'^Tit, a hulk. 

With many more, if a man could be at leifure to 
gather them with Budxus, Balfius, Junius, Pi- 
chardus, and others.' 

Hereby may be feen the original of fome Englifti 
words, and that the Etymology or realbn whence 
many other are derived, befide them already fpeci- 
fied, mav as well be found in our tongue as in the 
learned Tongues, though with fome difficulty ; for 
that herein, as in other tongues, the truth licth 
hidden and is not eailly found, as both Varro and 
Ilidore do acknowledg But an ijidiflerent man 
may judge that our name of the moft divine power, 

. ' Add Gala-diy, a holiday, from r.i... milk. Sw Juneaie 
I or JunkctingK, wh<:re milk is a printijial ingreJitnt. 
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God, is better derived from Good, the chii 
bute of God, than Deus from 0;o;, becaufe God is 
to be feared. So Winter from Wind, Summer 
from the Sun, Lent from fpringing, becaufe it 
talleth in the Spring ; for which our Progenitours 
the Germans ufe U/ent. The feaft of Chrift's 
Rifing, Eafter, from the old word Eait, which we 
now ufe for the place of the rifing of the Sun ; 
Sayl, as the Sea-hail i Windor or Window, as a 
door againft the wind; King, from Coning, for fo 
our Great-grandfathers called them, which one 
word implyeth two raod important matters in a 
Governour, Power and Skill ; and many other, 
better anfwering in found and fence than thofe of 
the Latines; Fraler quafi ftre alter; Tempejai 
quaji Tempits ptflis ; Caput a capienda ; Digiti quia 
dtcenter junili ; Cura quia cor urit ; Peccari quafi 
pedam capere. 

Dionyfius, a Greek coyner of Etymologies, is 
commended by Athensus, in his fupper-guls, table- 
talkers, or Deipne/aphi/l^, for making moufe-traps 
of Mujieria: and verily, if that be commendable, 
the Mint-mafters of our Etymologies deferve no Icfs 
commendation, for they ha\ e merrily forged Mony, 
for My-hony; Flatter, from flie at her; Shovcll, 
from (hove-full i Mayd, as my ayd ; Maffief, as 
Mafc-thicf ; Staff, as Stay of; Beer, Be here; Si- 
mony, See-mony; Stirrup, a Stayr-up, &c. 

This merry playing with words, too much ufed 
by fome, hath occafioncd a great and high perfon- 
age to fay, that as the Italian tongue is fit for 
courting, the Spanifti for treaiing; the French for 
traffick, fo the Eng'ifh is moif ht for trifling and 
toying. And fo doth Giraldus Cambrenfis feem to 
think, when as in his time he faith, the Eng'iih and 
Wc!fli delighted much in licking the letter, and 
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clapping together of Agnominations. But now will 
I conclude this trifling difcoiirfe with a true tale 
out of an antient Hiftorian. 

Of the eft'eflual power of words, great difputes 
have been of great wits in all Ages : the Pytha- 
goreans extolled it; the impious Jews afcribed all 
miracles to a name which was ingraved in the re- 
vcftiary of the Temple, watched by two brazen 
dogs, which one ftole away and cnfeamed it in his 
thigh, as you may read in Oforius de Sapientia, 
and the like in Rabbi Ham^is Speculation ; and 

^Arange it is what Samoniciis Serenus afcribed to 
the word Abradacarba^ againft Agues. But there 
■was one true Englifli word, of as great if not 
greater force than them all, now out of all ufe, and 
will be thought for found barbarous, but therefore 
of more efficacy (as it pleafeth Forphyric)i and in 
fi^ilication it ligniiieth, as it feemeth, no more 
than abjed, bafe-minded, falfc- hearted, coward or 
ntdget. Yet it hath levied Annies and fubdued re- vide 
bcUious enemies i and that I may hold you no fvHl^" 
longer, it is Niding : For when there was a dan- ^^l^- 
gerous rebellion againft King William Rufus, and iv,iii,m 
Rochefter Caille, then the moft important ajid J;J^^"''- 
ftrongelt Fort of this Realm was ftoutly kept 
againll him, after that he had but proclaimed that 
his fubjetls fliould repair thither to his Camp, upon 
no other penalty, but that whofoever refufed to 
come fhould be reputed a Niding, they fwarmed n«i:i^. 
to him immediately from ail (ides in fuch numbers 
that he had in a few days an intinite Army, and the 
Rebels therewith were fo terrified that they forth- 
with yielded. But while I run on in this courfe of 
our Englifli tongue, rather relpedting matter than 
words, I forget that I may be charged by the 
-minion refiners of Englifli neither to write State 
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Englifh, Court Englifh, nor Secretary Eng'iih, and 1 
verily I acknowledge it. Sufficient it is for me if 
1 have waded hitherto in the fourth kind, which is 
plain Eng!ifti, leaving to I'uch as are compleat in all 
to fupply whatfoever r 



The Excellency of the Escligh Tongub,] 
BY R. C' OF Anthony Esquire to W, C, 

ijT were moft fitting (in refpeft of difcre- 
tion) that men fliould tirft weigh matters 
with judgment, and then encline their 
atFe(3ion where the greateft reafonJ 
fwaycth. But ordinarily it falleth out to the c 
trary j for either by cuftom we firft fettle ourf 
aAection, and then afterward draw in thofe argu-S 
ments to approve it, which (houM have foregone,T 
to perfwade our felves. This prepofterous courfe^T 
feeing antiquity from our elders and univerfality oP 
our neighbours do entitle with a right, I hold myJ 
felf the more freely warranted dtlirart, not only J 
cum vulgo but alfo cum fapientlhus, in feeking out' J 
with what commendations I may attire our EngiiOi ] 
language, as Stephanus had done for the French, 
and divers others for theirs. 
1 Loculio is defined, jinimi fenfiis per vuem 
\ frefftQ, On which ground I build thefe confe- 
quences : That the tirft and principal point fought 
in every language is that we may cxprcfs the 
meaning of our minds aptly each to other. Next, _ 

auihot of ihc " Survey of ^ 
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that we may do it readily without great ado ; then 
fully, Co as others may throughly conceive us; 
and, laft of all, haiidfomly, that thofe to whom we 
fpeak may take pleafure in hearing us, fo as what- 
focver tongue will gain the race of perfetHon, mull 
run on thefe four wheeis — Sjgniticancy, Eaiinefs, 
Copioufnefs and Sweetnefs, of which the two fore- 
moft import a nccefljty, the two latter a delight. 
Now if I can prove that our Eng'ifli language, for 
all, or the moft, is matchable, if not preferrable 
before any other in ufe at this day, I hope the 
affent of any impartial Reader will pals on my 
fide ; And how I endeavour to perform the fame 
this fliort labour (hall manifcft. 

To begin then with thcSignificancy: it confifteth ^ 
in the letters, words and phrafes ; and becaufe the 
Greek and Latine have ever born away the pre- 
rogative from all other tongues, they (hall fervc as 
touch'ftones to make our trial by. 

For letters, we have K more than the Greeks ; i 
K and Y more than the Latines, and W more than 
them both, or the French and Italians. 

In thofe common to them and us, we have the 
ufe of the Greek B in our V, of our B they have 
none; Co have we of their A and fc) in our Th, 
which in chat and things exprelTeth both ; but of 
our D they have none. Likewife their T we turn 
to another ufe in y/V/i/, than they can ; and as for 
£, G and I, neither Greeks nor Latines can make 

frolit of them as we do in thefe words. Each, 
)dge, Joy. True it is that we, in pronouncing the 
Latine, ufe them alfo after this manner ; but the 
fame in regard of the antient and right Roman 
delivery altogether abufively, as may appear by 
Scaliger, Sir Thomas Smith, Lipfius, and others. 
Now for the fignificancy of words, as every In- v 



THE EXCELLENCY OF 



e Englifh Saj 



ixprefTed 



dividuum is but one, fo in our Native t 
language, we tind many of them Aiitably e 
by words of one fyllablc ; thofe confifting ot more 
are borrowed from other Nations ; the examples 
are infinite, and therefore I will omit them as 
Aifficiently notorious. 

Again, for exprcfling our paffions, our interjec- 
tions are very apt and forcible; as, finding our 
fclves fomewhat aggrieved, we cry, Ah; if more 
deeply. Oh; when wc pity, Alas; when we be- 
moan. Alack ; neither of them fo effeminate as the 
Italian Deh, or the French Helas. In deteitation 
we fay Phy, as if therewithal! wc thould fpit ; In 
attention, Haa; in calling Whoup ; in hallowing 
Wahahow ; all which (in my ear) feem to be 
derived from the very natures of thofe feveral 
atfeflions. 

Go we from hence to the compolition of words, 
and therein our language hath a peculiar grace, a 
like fignihcancy, and mure fliort than the Greeks ; 
for example, in Moldwarp we exprefs the nature of 
that beall ; in handkercher, the thing and his ufe ; 
in upright, that vertue by a Metaphor; in Wifdom 
and Domes-day, fo many fentcnces as words; and 
fo of the rert, for I give only a tafte that may 
diredt others to a fuller obfervation of what my 
fudden memory cannot reprefent unto me. It 
may pafs alfo the mailers of this fignificancy, that 
in a manner all the proper names of our people do 
import fomewhat, which from a peculiar note at 
firft of fome one of the Progenitours in procefs of 
time inverted it felf in a poflellion of the pofterity, 
even as we fee like often befall to thofe whofe 
fethers bare fome uncouth Chriftian names. Yet 
for the mod part we avoid the blemilh given by the 
Romans, in like cafes, who diltinguilhed the perfons 
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rby the imperfeitions in thetr bodies,' from whence 
grew their Nafones, Labeoncs, Froniones, Den- 
tones, and fuch like, how ever Macrobius coloureth 
the Tame. Yea fo ligniticaiit arc our words, that ^q*- 
amone; them fundry fingle ones fcrve to exprefs ""' 
divers things, as by Bill is meant weapon, a fcroll, 
and a bird's beak i by Grave, fober, a tomb, and to 
carve; and by Light, mark, match, file, fore, and 
pray, the fcmblable, 

Again, fome fentences, in the fame words carry 
a divers fence, as, till defart ground : fome fignilie 
one thing forward, and another backward, as i eeler 
I was no fo. Of on faw I releef. Some fignitic one 
felf thing forward and backward, as Ded deemed, 
I ioi, reviver, and this, Eye did Madam Erre ; Some 
carry a contrary fence backward to that they did for- 
ward, as I did level ere veu, veu ere level did I. 

Some deliver a contrary fence by the divers 
pointing as the " Epiftle in Doctour Wjifon's 
Rhetorick," and many fuch like, which a curious 
head, icafure and time might pick out. 

Neither may I omit the fignilicancy of our Pro- i 
verbs, concife in words, but plentiful in number; 
briefly pointing at many great matters, and under 
the circuit of a few fyllables prefcribing fundry 
available caveats, 

Laftly, our fpeech doth not confift only of words, » 
but in a fort even of deeds, as when we exprefs a '' 
■ matter by Metaphors, wherein the EngUfh is very 
H-uitful and forcible. 



> I ihink Malier Carcw h, cot happy in th'a remark. It 
would be cafy to produce a confiderablc catalogue of Englilh 
bmil; namu derived from perfonal deformities. Let Cruik- 
Aunk, Longlhank, Grcathead, Longheail, Crump (crooked), 
1, Cfnub-nofed), Heavifide, and Heavybeard fuffice. 
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And fo much for the figiiificancy of our Lai 
guage in meaning. 

N ow for his ealinefs in learning, the fame fhootetll'l 
out into branches. The one of others learning our'4 
language ; the fecond of our learning that of others. 
For the tirft, the moit part of our words (as I have 
touched) are Monofyllables, and fo the fewer in 
tale, and the fooner reduced to memory, 
are we loaden with thofe dcclenfions, flexions and J 
variations, which are incident to many othcrl 
Tongues, but a few Articles govern all our Verbsll 
and Nouns, and fo we read a very fliort Grammar. ' 

For eafie learning of other Languages by ours, 
let thefe ferve as proofs : there are many Italian 
words which the French men cannot pronoum 
as actio, for which he faith jljhia ; many of the 
French which the Italian can hardly come aw%]r I 
withall J as BaylUr chagzni Pojiillon ; many in ours ' 
which neither of them can utter, as Hedge, Water. 
So that a llranger. though never fo long converfant 
amongft us, carrieth evermore a watchword upon 
his tongue to defcry him by; but turn an Englilh- 
man at any time of his age into what Countrcy fo- _ 
ever, allowing him due rcfpite, and you fhall fee J 
him profit fo well, that the imitation of his utter- ■ 
ance will in nothing differ from the pattern of that 
Native Language. The want of which towardnefs 
coft the Ephraimites their (kins ; neither doth this 
crofs my former aflertion of others eafie learning 
our Language. For I mean of the fence and words, 
and not touching the pronunciation. 

But I muft now enter into the large field of our j 
tongues copioufnefs, and perhaps long wander up j 
and down without finding cafie way of Iflue, and 1 
yet leave many parts thereof unfurveyed. 

My firft proof of our plenty I borrow from the 
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choice which is given us by the ufe of divers Lan- 
guages. The ground of our own appertaineth to 
(he old Saxon, little differing from tlic prefent Low 
Dutch, becaufe they more than any of their neigh- 
bours have hitherto preferved that fpeech from any 
great forreign mixture ; here amongft, the Brittains 
have left divers of their words interfowed, as it 
were, thereby making a continual claim to their 
ancient poUeflion. We may alfo trace the foot- 
fteps of the Danifh bitter (though not long during) 
foveraignty in thefe parts, and the Roman alfo im- 
parted unto us of his Latine riches with no fparing 
hand. Our Neighbours the French have been 
likewife contented we fljould take up by retail as 
well their terms as their fafliions : or rather we 
retain yet but fome remnant of that which once 
here bare all the fway, and daily renew the ftorc. 
So have our Italian travellers brought us acquainted 
with their fweet reliflied phrafes, which (fo their 
conditions crept not in withall) were the better 
tolerable, yea, even we feek to make our good of 
our lace Spanifh enemy, and fear as little the hurt 
of his tongue, as the dint of his fword. Seeing 
then we borrow (and that not ftiamefully) from the 
Dutch, the Britain, the Roman, the Dane, the 
French, the Italian, and Spaniard ; how can our 
ftock be other than exceeding plentiful ? It may 
be objedled that fuch patching makcth Littleton's 
hotch-pot of our tongue, and in eft"e6t brings the 
fame rather to a Babelilh confufion than any one 
entire language. 

It may again he anfwered, that this theft of a 
words is no lefs warranted by the priviledge of a 
prefcription, ancient and univerfal, than was that of 
goods among the Lacedemonians by an enat^ed 
Law; for fo the Greeks robbed the Hebrews, the 
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Latines the Greeks (which filching Cic 
large difcourfe in his Book " de Oratore " 
fendeih) and (iii a manner) all other Chriftian 
Nations the Latinc. For evidence hereof, many 
fentcnces may be produced confiftlng of words, 
that in their original are Latine, and yet (have 
fome fmall variance in their terminations) fall out 
all one with the French, Dutch, and EngliQi. as 
Ley, Ceremonious perfons, offer prelate preeft, 
cleer Candels flamme, in Temples Cloiftre, in 
Cholerick Temperature, Clifters, purgation is 
peftilent, pulers prefervative, fubtill factors, advo- 
cates, Notaries, pra£lize. Papers, libels, RegiAcrs, 
Regents, Majeftyin Palace hath triumphantThrone, 
Regiments, Scepter, ValTals, Supplication, and fuch 
like. Then even as the Italian Potentates of thefe 
days make no difference in their Pedegrees and 
Succeffions between the bed lawful or unlawful, 
where either an utter wart or a better defcrt doth 
force or entice them thereunto, fo may the confent- 
ing prailicc of thefe Nations, pafs for a juft Legi- 
timation of thefe baltard words, which either necef- 
fity or conveniency hath induced them to adopt. 

For our own parts we employ the borrowed 
ware fo far to our advantage, that we raifc a 
profit of new words from the fame ftock, which 
yet in their own Countrey are not merchantable. 
For example, we deduce divers words from the 
Latine which in the Latine it fclf cannot be yielded ; 
as the Verbs, to air, to beard, to crofs, to flame, and 
their derivations, airing, aired, bearder, bearding, 
bearded, &c., as alfo clofer, cbfely, clofenefs, 
glofingly, hourly, majeftical, majeftically. In like 
fort we graft' upon French words thofe buds to 
which that foil affordeth no growth, as chiefly, 
faulty, flavifh, precifenels. Divers words alfo we _ 
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erive out of the Latine, at fecond hand by the 
Prcnch, and make good Englilh, though both 

JI<atine and French have their hands clofed in that 
rehalf, as in thefe Verbs : Pray, Point, Paze, Preft, 
[It, &c. and alfo in the Adverbs : Carpingiy, 
Currantly, Actively, Colourably, &c. Again, in Dcfca> 
r Languages there fall out detefts, while they muguci 

["want means to deliver that which another Tongue 
cxpreiTeth, as (by Cicero's obfervation) you cannot 
interpret /ntplus^ unapt, unfit, untoward, in Greek. 
Neither Porcus, Capo, p^trutx, a Barrow Hog, a 
Capon, a Weather, as Cuiacius notcth, ad Tit- de 
verb, fignif. No more can you exprefs to Stand in 
French, to Tye in Cornilh, nor Knave in Latine, 
for Nebulo is a clowdy fellow, or in Iriflij whereas 
you fee our ability extendeth thereunto. 

Moreover the copioufnefs of our Language ap- 
peareth in the diverfity of our Dialefls, for we have 
Court and we have Countrey Englifli, we have 
Northern and Southern, grofs and ordinary, which 
differ each from other, not only in the terminations, 
but alfo in many words, terms, and phrafes, and 
exprefs the fame thing in divers forts, yet all write 
Engiilli alike ; neither can any tongue (as I am per- 
fwaded) deliver a matter with more variety than 
ours, both plainly, and by Proverbs and Metaphors ; 
for example, when we would be rid of one, we ufe 
lo fay, " Be going, trudge, pack, be faring, hence 
away, ftiift ; " and by circumlocution, " Rather your 
room than your company, let's fee your back, come 
again when I bid you, when you are called, fent 
for, entreated, willed, defired, invited, fpare us 
your place, another in your ftead, a fliip of Salt for 
you, favc your credit, you are next the door, the 
door is open for you, there is no body holdeth you, 
jlo body tears your fleeve," &c. Likewife this word 
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Fortis we may fynonymize after all thefe fafliions, 
— (tout, hardy, valiant, doughty, courageous, adven- 
turous, &c. 
lufoiti And, in a word, to clofe up thefe proofs of our 
.f.etfei, copioufnefs, look into our limitations of all forts of 
verfes afforded bv any other language, and you 
(hall find that Sir Philip Sidney, Malter Puttenham, 
Mafter Stanihurft, and divers more have made ufc 
how far we are within compafs of a fore-imagined 
poHibility in that behalf. 
-nsMft. I come now to the laft and fweeteft point of the 
fweetnefs of our tongue, which fliall appear the 
more plainly, if like two Turkeyl'es or the London 
Drapers we match it with our neighbours. The 
Italian is pleafant, but without linews, as a ftill 
amjtrri flccting watcr. The French, delicate, but even 
^ nice as a woman, fcarce daring to open her lips for 
fear of marring her countenance. The Spanifh, 
majeftical, but fulfome, running too much on the 
O, and terrible like the devil in a play. The 
Dutch, manlike, but withat very harlh, as one 
ready at every word to pick a quarrel, Now we, 
in borrowing from them, g;ivc the ftrength of con- 
fonants to the Italian, the full found of words to 
the French, the variety of terminations to the 
Spanifh, and the mollifying of more vowels to the 
Dutch, and fo (like Bees) gather the honey of their 
good properties and leave the dregs to themfelves. 
And thus when fubftantialnefs combincth with de- 
lightfulnefs, fulnefs with finenefs, feemlinefs with 
portlincfs, and currantncfs with ftayednefs, how can 
the language which confiftcth of all thefe found 
other than moft full of fweetnefs ? 
fJiiaixK. Again, the long words that we borrow, being 
intermingled with the ihort of our own (lore, 
make up a perfeift harmony; by culling from out 
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which mixture (with judgment) you may frame 
your fpcech according to the matter you muft 
work on, majellical, pleafani, delicate, or manly, 
more or lefs, in what fort you pleale. Adde here- 
unto, that whatfoever grace any other language 
carrieth in verfe or profe, in Tropes or Metaphors, 
in Ecchoes and Agnominations, they may all be 
lively and exaiSly reprefenced in ours. Will ycu 
have Plato's vein ? read Sir Tho. Smith ; the lonick? 
Sir Thomas Moor j Cicero's ? Afcham ; Varro ? 
Chaucer ; Demofthenes ? Sir John Cheelc (who, in 

■ his treatife to the Rebels, hath comprifed all the 
of Rhetorick). Will you read Virgil ? take 
the Earl of Surrey ; Catullus ? Shakefphear and Bar- 
low's fragment ; Ovid ? Daniel ; Lucan ? Spencer ; 
Uarcialf Sir John Davics, and others; will you 
uve all in all for profe and verfe P take the miracle 

Pbfourage, Sir Philip Sydney. 

And thus, if mine own eyes be not blinded by 
aiFeclion, 1 have made yours to fee that the molt 
renowned of other Nations have layed up, as in 
treafure, and entrufted the D'lvifos orbt Bri 
with the rareft jewels of their lips perfections, 
whether you refpeifl the underftanding for fignifi- 
caQcy, or the memory for eafmefs, or the conceit 
for plentifulnefs, or the ear for pleafantnefs : 
wherein if enough be delivered, to adde more than 
enough were fuperfluous ; if Coo little, I leave it 

. to be fupplyed by better ftored capcities ; if ought 
nifs, I fubmit the fame to the difciptine of every 
Ible and impartial cenfurer. 
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_ ' were firft impofcd for the 
diftinftion of perfons, which we call now 
Chriftian names ; After, for difference 
of families, which we call Surnames, and have 
been efpecially refpeited, as whereon the glory 
and credit of men is grounded, and by which the 
fame is conveyed to the Itnowledge of pofterity. 

Every perfon had in the beginning one only 
proper name, as among^the Jews, Adam, Jofeph, 
Salomon ; among the S^gyptians, Anubis, Amafis, 
Bufiris; among the Chaldxans, Ninus, Ninias, 
Semiramis ; among the Medians, Aftyages, Bar- 
danes, Arbaces ; among the Grecians, Diomedes, 
Ulyll'es, Oreftes; among the Romans, Romulus, 
Remus, Fauftulus ; among the old Gauls, Litavi- 
cus, Cavarillus, Divltiacus ; among the Germans, 
Ariovellus, Arminius, Nalfita ; among the Britains, 
Caflibelan, Caratan, Calgac ; among the ancient 
Englilh, Hengeft, vElla, Kenric : likewife all other 
Nations, except the favages of Mount Atlas in 
Barbary, which were reported to be both namelefs 
and dreamlefs. 

The moft ancient Nation of the Jews gave the 
name at the Circumcifion, the eighth day after the 
nativjtyi the Romans to females the fame day, 
to males the g. day, which they called "Dies 
it were the cleanfing day ; upon which 
day they folemnized a feaft called " Nomiiiulus," 
and as Tertullian noteth, " Fata fcribenda advo- 

' that is, as I conceive, their nativity ' 
fet- And it was enacted by the Emperour Anco- 
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itinus Philorophus that all fhould enter their chil- 
drens names on record, before Officers there- 
unto appointed. At what time other Nations in 
ancient times gave names I have not read ■., but 
fince Chriftianity, moft Nations for the time fol- 
lowed the Jews, celebrating baptifm the eighth 
day after the birth ; only our Anceftours in this 
Realm until latter time baptifed, and gave names 
the very birth day, or next day after, following 
therein the counfel of S. Cyprian, in his 3 Epiftle 
M Fidum. Hut the Poloniatis gave name in the m 
feventh year, at which time they did firft cut their 
childrens hair. 

The firft impofirion of Names was grounded 
upon fo many occafions as were hard to be fpeci- 
fied, but the molt common in moft ancient limes 
among all Nations, as well as the Hebrews, was 
upon future good hope conceived by parents of 
their children, in which you might fee their firft 
and principal wilhes toward them. Whereupon 
S. Hierom faith, — " Votiva et quafi ob virtutis aufpi- 
cium imponuntur vocabula hominibus et appellativa 
vertuntur in propria, ficut apud Latinos, Viclor, 
Probus, Caftus," &c. And fuch hopeful lucky 
names, called by Cicero, '* Bona nomina," by 
Tacitus, " Faufta nomina," were ever firft enrolled 
and ranged In the Roman Mufters ; firft called out 
to ferve at the firft facrifices, in the foundation of 
Colonies, as Statorius, Fauftus, Valerius, which 
implied the perfons to be ftout, happy, and valorous. 
As contrariwifc Atrius Umber is accounted in 
Livy, " abominandi ominis nomen," an abominable 
name, for that it participated in fignification with 
di'mal darknefs, dead ghofts, and fliadows. And 
you remember what Plautus faith of one whofe 
name was Lyco, that is, a greedy wolf. 
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str Hno- Yea, fuch names were thought To happy 
ScHiiSi- fortunate, that in the time of Galienus, one Regi- 
T^bciinkv l'2""s, which commanded in Illyricum, got the 
poiiiu Empire there, only in favour of his name. For 
when it was demanded at a fupper from whence 
Regilianus was derived, one anfwered, " a Regno," 
another began to decline " Rex, Regis, Regi, Regi- 
lianus"; whereat the fouldiers (which in all adtions 
are forward) began with acclamation, " Ergo poteft 
Rex elFe, Ergo poteft regere, Deus tibi regis nomen 
impofuiti" and foinvefled him with imperial robes. 
In this llle, alfo at Silcefter in Hamplhire, Con- 
ftantinus, a military man of fomc reputation, in 
hope of his lucky name, and that he would prove 
another Conftantinus Magnus, to the good of the 
people, was by the Britain Army proclaimed Em- 
umw.djui perour againft Honorius ; who exploited great 
matters in his own perfon in Gallia, and by his 
fon in Spain. So in former times the name of 
Antonius, in remembrance of Antonius Pius, was 
fo amiable among the Romans, as he was fup- 
pofed unfit for the Empire, who bare not that 
name until Antonius Elagabalus, with his filthy 
vices, diltained the fame. We read alfo that two 
Ambafladours were fent out of Trance into Spain, 
to King Alphonfe the ninth, to demand one of the 
daughters that he begat of the daughter of King, 
Henry the fecond of England, to be married t(»i 
their Soveraign King Lewes the eighth r one of 
thefe Ladies was very beautiful, called Urraca ; the 
other not fo beautiful, but named Blanche. When 
they were prefented to the Ambaftadours, all men 
held it as a matter refolved that the choice would 
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lilight upon Urraca, as the elder and fairer : But the 
k Ambaliadours enquiring each of their names, took 
toft'cnce at Urraca, and made choice of the Lady 
■ Blanche, faying, That her name would be better 
ftxcceived in France than the other, as fignifying fair 
ftjind beautiful, according to the verfe made to her 
\ iionour. 

" Candida, caniielrcils ranilpre, Sc cordis k ou-.." 



So that the grealeft Philofopher 
ecm, not without caufe, to advife r 



Plato, might 
en to be care- 
' fill in giving fair and happy names; as the Pytha- 
goreans affirmed the minds, ai^ions, and fuccelFes of 
men to be according to their Kate, Genius, and 
Name. One alfo well obferveth that thefe fevcn 
things, Vertuc, good Parentage, Wealth, Dignity 
or Office, good Prefence, a good Chriftian name, 
with a gracious Surname, and fecmly Attire, do 
cfpecially grace and adorn a man. And accordingly 
faith Panormitan, " Ex bono nomine oritur bona 
prafumptio." As the common Proverb, " IJonum 
nomen, bonum omen." 

»For which refpeiS the ancients were not a little 
jftudlous in giving fuch names to their Children, as 
a learned Spaniard* hath well obferved, "La -uift. sc 
Cuftome dcs anciens eftoit {faith he) de bailier ^"^^j 
voluntiers a leurs Infans, des noms ou furnoms JJ^'^' 
bien founans, eftimans que cela kur accquerroit p. rfs.' 
grace envers les hommes, et que un beau nom 

trevenoit a la perfonne quelque marque ou impref- 
fion, conforme a ce que par icelui eftoit fignitic. 
The devil, neverthelels, who always maligneth Amm. 
God and goodnefs, wrought by cruelty of Valens ^(^" 
the Emperour, the deftru£tion of many men of 
worth, who had happy names beginning with Theo, 
" ■ > Theodorus, Theodulus, Theo- 



ivers curionj^H 
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doretus, Theodofius, &c. For that divers 
companions' had found, by the falling of a ringi 
magically prepared, upon thofe letters only of all 
the Alphabet, graven in a charger of fundry metals 
and fet upon a Laurel trivet, that one who had his 
name beginning with Theod, (hould fucceed in the 
Empire : Which was verified in Theodofius not 
long after. 

In times of Chriftianity the names of moft holy 
and vertuous perfons, and of their moft worthy 
progenitours, were given to ftir up men to the 
imitation of them whofe names thev bare. But 
fucceeding ages (little regarding S. Chryfoftome's 
admonition to the contrary) have recalled prophane 
names. To as now Diana, Calfandra, Hyppolytus, 
Venus, Lais, names of unhappy difafter are as rife 
fomewhere, as ever they were in Paganifm.* Albeit 
in our late reformation, fome of good eoniidcration 
have brought in Zachary, Malachy, Jofias, &c. as 
better agreeing with our faith, but without con- 
tempt of countrey names (as I hope), which have 
both good and gracious fignifications, as fhall ap- 
pear hereafter. 

Whereas in late years Surnames have been given 
for Chriftian names among us, and no where elfe 
in Chriftendome ; although many didike it, for that 
great inconvenience will enfue, neverthelefs it reem*— 



' Comfaaion^ a word much ufed hy dramatKH and others id 
Camden's time preeifcly In the fellfc of our modem " fellow." 

' Neither Chryfoftom nor Camden feems to be much re- 
garded in ihii renjure of un-ChriOian namn, for Hcreulei, 
Diana, Delia, &c. are Hill impofed on children in ihe upper 
circles of life, Wiih equally bad laltc the poor very often 

five their offspring names «ith the worft pofliiile alforiations j 
have known, for example, an Efan, a couple of Abfaloms, 
an Ananiai, and fevcral Dinahs. 
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cth to proceed from hearty good will, and afteifiion 
of the Godfathers to (hew their love, or from a 
dcfire to continue and propagate their own names 
to fucceeding ages. And is in no wife to be dif- 
liked, but rather approved in thofe which, matching 
with heirs general of worfhipful ancient families, 
have given thofe names to their heirs, with a mind- 
ful and thankful regard of them ; as we have now, 
Pickering, Worton, Grevil, Varney, BaiTingburne 
Gawdy, Calthorp, Parker, Pecfal, Brocas, Fitz- 
Raulf, Chamberlain, who are the heirs of Pickering, 
Baflingburne, Grevil, Calthorp, &c. For befide 
the continuation of the name, we fee that the felf- 
name, yea, and fometime the fimilitude of names, 
doth kindle fparkles oflove and liking among meer 

Neither can I believe a wayward old man, which 
would fay that the giving of Surnames for ChriJlian 
names lirft began in the lime of King Edward the 
Sixth, by fuch as would be Godfathers when they 
were more than half fathers, and thereupon would 
have perfwaded fome to change fuch names at the 
Confirmation. Which [that I may note by the 
way) is ufual in other Countreys, as we remember 
two fons of King Henry the fecond of France, 
chriftened by the names of Alexander and Hercules, 
changed them at their Confirmation into Henry and 
Francis. 

But two Chriftian names are rare in England ; 
and I only remember now his Majefty, who was 
named Charles James, as the Prince his fon Henry 
Frederic; and among private men, Thomas Maria 
Wingficld, and Sir Thomas Pofthumus Hobby.* 



' Sec much on early double 
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Although it is common in Italy to adjoyn the r 
of (bme Saint, in a Itind of devotion, to the Chriltian 
name, as Johannes Baptifta Spinula, Johannes 
Krancifcus Borhomeus, Marcus Antonius Fla- 
minius ; and in Spain to adde the name of the 
Saint on whole day the child was born. 

If that any among us have named their childi 
Remedium amoris. Imago fsculi, or with fui 
like names, I know fome will think it r 
vanitys as they do but little better of the newnami 
Free-gift, Reformation, Earth, Duft, Allies, D©-^ 
livery, More fruit, Tribulation, The Lord is near, 
More trial, Difcipline, Joy again. From above, 
Acceptance, Thanicful, Praife-God, Love-God, and 
Live-well ;' which have lately been given by ibme 
to their children with no evil meaning, but upon 
, fome fingular and prccife conceit. That I may 
* omit another more vain abfurdity, in giving names 
and furnames of men, yea, and of the beft Families, 
to dogs, bears, and horfes : When, as we read, it 
was thought a capital crime in Pompofianus for 
calling his bafe bond-daves by the name of grand 
Captains. Here I might remember how fome 
J miflike the giving of Parents names fuccefllveiy to 
their heirs ; for that if they fhould be forced to prove 
defcent, it would be hard to prove the Donor and 
the Donee in Formedon, and to diHinguifli the one 
from the other. 

It were impertinent to note here, that deftinies 
were fupcrftitioufly by Onomantia deciphered out 
of names ; as though the names and natures of men 
were fuitable, and fatal neceility concurred herein 
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with voluntary motion in giving the name, accord- 
ing to that of Aufonius to Probus : 

Qualem rrtavit moribiis, 
JuiT.tvocari nomine, 
Muiiiii ru))rtmus arbiter. 

And after, where he playcthwith bibbing mother 
Meroe, as though (he were fo named, becaufc (he 
would not drink mere wine without water, or, as he 
pleafantly calleth it, Merum Merum ; for, as be 
faith: 



"^l? 



ThtMx n- 



.!, Mcro 



nomen libi condidit, iUe 
condidit Hippolyto. 
noincn componcrc. quod fit 



For Hyppolytus, the fon 
pieces by his coach- 



So Agai 



i-horfes 



ofThefeu! 
according to his i 



fignitied he (hould linger long be* 



fore Troy i Priamus, that he {hould be redeemed 
out of bondage in his childhood ; Tantalus, that he 
(hould be mo(V wretched, becaufe Ayav f^uv in the 
one, and npid/umi in the other, and Tay.dvTaTOi in 
the third implieth fuch accidents unto them. 
Hither aifo may be referred that of Claudius Ru- 
tilius : 

Nominibus ceitis CKdam dccurrerc morci > 
Mori bus aut potius Qominii ccita dari. 

But to confront Poet with Poet, our good Epi- 
grammatical Poet, old Godfrey of Winchefter, 
[hinketh no ominous fotcfpeaking to lie In names. 



Mulium Faufte lui de nobilitalc fupirbii, 

Quodque bono Fauftui omine nomcR babes, 
8L-d nulfuni nomen momeali, li licet omen. 
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Memorable is that which may be obferved out of 
hiitories, how that men of the felf-fame name have 
begun and ended great Slates and Empires : as 
Cyrus, the fon of Cambyfes, began the Perfian 
Monarchy j Cyrus, the fon of Darius, ruinated the 
fame ; Darius, the fon of Hiflafpes, reftored it j 
And again, Darius, the Ion of Arfamis, utterly over- 
threw it. Philip, the fon of Amyntas, cfpecially 
enlarged the Kingdomc of Macedonia; Philip, the 
fon of Antigonus, wholly loft the fame. Auguftus 
was the firft eftabliftied Emperour of Rome ; Au- 
guftulus the laft. Conftantinus Magnus, born in 
this llle, hrll began the Empircof Conftantlnople ; 
Conftantinus the laft left it to the Turks, and 
utterly loft the fame, &c, 
soct.in The like obfervation is,* that fome names are 
1-ciiig. unfortunate to Princes; As Caius amongft the 
Romans; John, in France, England, and Scotland j 
and Henry lately in France. See the table of Chrif- 
tian names. 

Such like curious obfervations bred the fuper- 
ftitious kind of Divination called Onomantia, con- 
demned by the laft general Council j by which the 
U"j n, Pythagoreans judged the even number of vowels in 
*■ names to fignify imperfedlions in the left fides of 

men, and the odde number in the right. By this 
Auguftus the Emperour encouraged himfelf, and 
conceived good hope of viiftory; when, as the night 
before the fea-battel at Aflium, the firft man he 
sikum met was a poor way-faring man driving his afs bc- 
''"'"' fore him, whofe name when he demanded he 
anfwered Euiyches, that is, Happy man ; and that 
his afles name was Nicon, that is, Viftor. In 
which place, when he accordingly had obtained the 
»i. cro- viftory, he builded the City Nicopolis, ihat is, The 
f i'l" city of vifSory, and there erected brafen images of 
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the man and his afs. By this Theodarus, King of 
the Goths, when he was curious to know the fuc- 
ccfs of his wars againft the Romans, an Ono- 
maniical, or Name-wizard jew willed him to IhuC 
up a number of fwine in little hog-llies, and Co give 
fome of them Roman names, to other Gotilh' 

< names, with feveral marks, and there to leave them 
to a certain day. At the day appointed the King 
with the Jew repaired to the hog-llies, where they 
found them only dead to whom they had given the 
Gotifh names, and thofe alive to whom ihey had 
given the Roman names, but yet with their briltles 
more than half Ihed. Whereupon the Jew foretold 
that the Goths fliould wholly be difcomfited, and 
the Romans (hould lofe a great part of their forces, 
By this Vefpafian was encouraged to take upon him Tidi 
the Empire, when coming to the Temple of Serapis *" 
at Alexandria, and being there alone at his devotion, 
he fuddenly faw in a vifion one Bafilides, a Noble 
man of ^gypt, who was then fourfcore miles off. 
Upon which name of Bafilides derived from Bafileus 
fignifying a King, he a{Tured himfclf of royalty, and 
the Empire which he then complotted for. As 
concerning this Onomantia, a German lately fet 
forth a Table, which I wilh had been fuppreffed, 
for that the devil by fuch vanities doth abufe the 
credulity of youth to greater matters, and fometimes 
to their own deftru£tions. 

I cannot tell how you would like it, if I (bould 
but remember how the Greeks fuperftitiou fly judged 
them more happy in whofe names the numeral 
letters added together made the greater fum, and 
therefore Achilles, forfooth, muft needs vanquish 

I He&or, becaufe the numeral Greek letters rofe to 

' Gothic. 
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a greater number in his name than in the others. 
Or how the amorous Romans IciiTed the Cup with 
a health fo often at their meetings as there were 
letters in their MirtrelTes names ; according to that 
of merry Martial of his two wenches, Nsevia, 
which had fix letters, and Juflina, that had fevea, 
in her name. 

Nevia fex cyathis, feptfin Juilina bibatur. 

Our Nation was far from thofe and fuch 
toys; therefore here will I overpafs them, and fet 
down Alphabetically the names which we now call 
Chriftian names, molt ufual to the Englifh Nation, 
with their fignifications. For this is to be talcen as 
a granted verity, that names among all Nations and 
tongues (as I partly noted before) are fignilicativc, 
and not vain fenfelefs founds. Among the Hebrews 
it is certain out of facred Scriptures ; S. Hierom, 
and Philo, lilcewife among the Greek, Romans, 
Germans, French, &c. ; yea among the barbarous 
Turks, for with them Mahomet fignifieth glorified 
or laudable. Homer lively, Abdalla God's fervant, 
Seliman peaceable, Agmad good, Hani^a ready, 
Neama pieafant. And the favages of HifpanioSa 
and all America name their children in their own 
languages, Gliftering Light, Sun bright. Gold 
bright, Fine gold. Sweet, Rich, Feather, &c, ; as 
they of Congo, by means of birds, precious ftoncsj 
flowers. 

So that it were grofs ignorance, and to no fmall 
reproach of our Progenitours, to think their names 
only nothing fignificative, becaufe that in the daily 
alteration of our tongue the fignification of them 
is loft, or not commonly known, which yet I hope 
to recover, and to make in fome part known, albeit 
they cannot eafily and happily be tranJlated, becaufe, 
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as Porphyrte noteth. Barbarous names(as he termeth 
them) were very emphaclcal and very fliort. But 
in all the figniiications of thefe names you ftiall fee 
the good and hopeful rcfpefls which the devifers of Thco- 
the names had, that there is an Urthutes or certi- '^^ 
tude of names among all Nations, according to ""™- 
Plato, and thereby perceive that many were tranf- 
lated out of the Greek and Latine, Withal we 
may make this fruit by confideration of our names, 
which have good, hopeful, and lucky fignifications, 
that accordingly we do carry and conform our- 
felves ; fo that we fail not to be anfwerable to them, 
but be " Noftri nominis homines," and ^i^ili/o/^m, as tn 
Severus, Probus, and Aureolus are called " Sui """' 
nominis imperatores." And accordingly it feemeth 
to have been the manner, at giving of names, to 
wifli the children might perform and difcharge their 
names, as when Gunthram, King of the French, 
named Clotharius at the Font, he laid, " Crefcat 
puer et hujus fit nominis executor." 

But before 1 proceed farther, this is to be noted. 
In molt ancient times the Britains had here their 
peculiar names, for the moft part taken from colours 
(for they ufed to paint themfelves), which are now 
lott, or remain among the Weifli. Afterwards they 
took Roman names when they were Provincials, 
which either remain corrupted among them, or 
were extinguilhed in the greateft part of the Realm 
after the entrance of the Englilh Saxons, who 
brought in the German names, as Cridda, Penda, 
Ofwald, Edward, Uchtred, Edmund, &c. Then 
to fay nothing of the Danes, who no doubt brought • vjds 
in their names, as Suayn, Harold, Knute, &c. The d"/!^^ 
Normans conqueft brought * in other German ^"^y, 
names, for they originally ufed the German tongue, \\^J* 
2S William, Henry, Richard, Robert, Hugh, Roger, dor^ii 
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&c. as the Greek names, Ablabius, 
Afpafius, i.e. Delightful, Boethius, Symmachus, 
i.e. helper, Toxotius, i.e. Archer, &c, were 
brought into Italy after the divifion of the Empire- 
After the Conqueft, our Nation (who before wouSd 
not admit Grange and unknown names, but avoyded 
them therefore as unlucky) by little and little be- 
gan to ufe Hebrew and facred names, as Matthew, 
David, Sampfon, Luke, Simon, &c, which were 
never received in Germany until after the death of 
Frederick the 2, about Tome 300 years fince. 

So that the Saxons, Danifli, Norman, and Bridfh 
tongues are the fitieft keys to open the entrance 
for fearching out of our ancient names yet in ufe. 
For the Hebrew, I will follow the common tables 
of the Bible, which every one may do as well, and 
"Phiio De nominibus mutatis," I- or the Greek, the 
heft Gioffaries with mine own little (kill. For the 
Wellh, I will fparingly touch them, or leave them 
to the learned of that Nation. But for old Englifh 
names, which here are the fcope of my care, I 
muft fift them as I may out of old Englifh Saxon 
Treatifes, as I have hapned upon here and there : 
and fome conjeflurally, referring all to the judge- 
ment of fuch as ftiall be more happy in finding out 
the truth, hoping that probability may either pleafe 
or be pardoned by fuch as are model^ly learned in 
Hiftorics and Languages, to whofe judgment in all 
humility, I commit all that is to be faid. For that 
they cannot but obferve the diverfity of names from 
the original in divers Languages ; as how the French 
have changed Pctrus into Pierre, Johannes into 
Jehan, Benedidus to Benoift, Stephanos to Eilein,' 



nUill further to Etiei 
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iTRadulphus to Raoul. How the Italians have 
changed Johannes into Giovanni, Conftans into 
Goilante, Chrillophorus into Chriltophanu, Jaco- 
bus into Jacopo, Radulphus into Radulpho, Laa- 
, jentius into Lorenz. How the Welfli have altered 
Joannes into Evan, jEgidius into Silin, George into 
Lawrence into Lowris, Conftantinus into 
tCuftenith. How the Englifti have changed Ger- 
Irard into Garret, Albric into Aubry, Alexander 
I into Sanders, Conftantine into Cullance, Benedi<5t 
I into Bennet. How the Englifli and Scottifti bor- 
derers do ufe Roby and Rob for Robert, Lokky 
for Luke, Jokie and Jonie for John, Chriftie for 
Chriftopher, &c. That I may omit the Spaniard, 
which hath turned John into Juan, and Jacobus 
into Jago. and Didacus into Diego ; as the Ger- 
mans, which have contrafled Johannes into Hanfe, 
and Theodoric into Deric. Thefe and the like, 
whofoever will learnedly confider, will not think 
any thing llrange which (hail hereafter follow ; 
howfoever the unlearned will boldly cenfure it. I 
had purpofed here, left I might feem hereafter to 
. lay my foundations in the fands of conjeilure, and 
I not on grounds of truth and authority, to have 
[ given you the fignification of fuch words as offer 
I themfelves moft frequent in the compofuions of 
I our meer Englifh names, viz. : 

El Guild Rod 



Stan 

Thcud 

Ward 

Wald 

Wold 

Wi 

Will 



Al 


Hold 


^If 


Helm 


Ard 


Hulph 


Ar 


Hare 


Bert 


Here 


Bild 


I.eod 


Cin 


Leof 


Cuth 


Mer 


Ead 


Mund 


Fred 


Rad 


Gifle 


Red 
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And thefe not out of fuppolitive cDnjei£lures, but 
out of Alfricus Grammar, who was a learned Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, well near fix hundred year 
fincc, and therefore not to be iuppofed ignorant of 
the Eiiglifli tongue, out of the Englilh-Saxon 
Teftament, Pfalter, and Laws, out of WiHeramus 
Paraphrafis upon the Canticles, and the learned 
Notes thereon by a man fkilful in the Northern 
tongues, as alfo out of Beatus Rhenanus, .\1. 
Luther. Dafipodius, Killianus, who have laboured 
in illuitration of the old German tongue, which 
undoubtedly is the Matrix and Mother of our 
EngliQi. But [ think it moll fitting to this pur- 
pofc to (hew thofe my grounds in their proper 
places hereafter. 

In the Table following, 

Gre. noteth the name to be Greek, Germ, i 
man, Lat. Latine, Fre. French, Hebr. Hcbrei 
Brit. Welfli, Sax. Saxon or old EngliQi. 



Usual C; 



Names.' 



^yfRON, Heb. A Teacher, c 

of fortitude. 

[ JM, Heb. Juft. 

! JJnm, Heb. Man, earthly, o 
JdelraiJf fee Ethelrad, 
Molph, fee Eadulph. 
Adrian, fee Hadrian. 



' In editing thii chapter it is not my ir 
Camdtn's etymologies very clofely. Many of ihcm, and par- 
ticularly tbole from the Hebrew and AngJo-Saxon, are pro- 



I 
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Ijfiatt, is thought by Julius Scaligcr (Tome of whofc 
Progenitors bare that name) to llgnitie an hound 
in the Sclavunian tongue, and Chaucer ufeth 
Alan in the fame fence: neither may it feem 
ftrange totalie names from beafis. The Romans 
had their Canlnius, Aper, Afinlus, &c. and the 
Chriftians Leo, Lupus, Urfula. iJut whereas 
this came into England with Alan Earl of 
Britain, to whom the Coiiquerour gave the 
grcatclt part of Richmondfhire. and hath been 
moft common fince that time in the Northern 
parts, in the younger children of the Noble 
Houfe of Percies, and the family of Zouch, 
defcended from the Earls of Britain ; I would 
feek it rather out of the Britifli, than Sclavonian 
tongue, and will believe with an ancient Britain, 
that it is corrupted from jtlianus, that is Sun- 
bright, as they corrupted Vitelianus into Guidalan. 



bably erroneoui enough. With regard 10 Hi-brew proper 
names, lb much ltam«I irifling ha= been exerciled, ibat were 
I verled in ihe ftudy ut thai ancient tongue (whicli I am nolj 
I Ihuuld Ihrink trum ihe talk of elucidation. Thai they were 
originally fignifirant [here is no qucilion, but I doubt nhcther 
alter the lapfe of lb many centurlet ihere can be any realbn- 
able origin affigncd to many ot' them. How widely doftoti 
differ is Ihown in the fojlovring inliances : Aaron means either 
»uilM«f«»u or a uachcr; Abel, cither ji^ or tranjititry ; 
Ananias, either the graft af Gad, ot Jckovah kath gi-ven; 
Thomas, either a tiuin or an abyftl It fecmi 10 have been 
fulficieni for the etymologifts ot old If they could find in the 
component fyltable* of a name anj approach to recogniied 
vcihs, nouns, or adjcdtivea, which they then twilled into fomc 
definition that was fuppofcd to be appropriate to the cha- 
laflcT of him who firft bore it. Pretty much the fame objec. 
lion applies to many Celtic and Anglo-Saxon derivations, 
thoogb, as to the latter, it appearn to me that Camden a gene- 
rally (]uite 3s near the truth as thole who in our limes laugh 
— — il at hil etymologies. 



im the Gd^^l 
ind hope o^^^ 
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Avtry, in Latine Albericus, deduced from t 

man name Alberic, given in willi, and hope c 
Royal Power, Empire, Kingdom, wealth, and 
might, as i*lutarchus, Architas, Crates, Craterus, 
Polycrates, Pancrauus, with the Greeks; Regu- 
lus, Opimius, Sic, with the Latines. The Kmg 
of the Goths, which facked Rome, bearing his 
name, was called by the Romans Allaricus, the 
old Engliftimen turned it into Alric, the Normans 
into Alberic. That Ric,as it fignified a Kingdom, 
fo alfo it fignified rich, wealthy, mighty, able, pow- 
erful, attributes to a Kingdom, the word yet re- 
maining in that fence amongft all the German 
nations difperfed in Europe, and little mollitied doth 
fufficiently prove. The Italians receiving it from 
the Longobards, have turned it into Ricco, the 
Spaniards from the Goths into Rico, the French 
from the Franks into Riche, we from the Saxons 
into Rich, &c. Fortunatus Venantius, who lived 
about a thoufand years Jince, tranDated it by 
Potens, and Fortis in thefe Verfes to Hilperic, 
King of France : 

Hiliurlcc potent, fi inierprcs barbirus zdCit, ^m 

Adjulor fortis hot quoque nomen habct. ^H 

Nee fult in vanuni lie te vocilare parentes, ^H 

Przfagum hoc toium laudis, & omen erat. fl 

As that Hilperic did ilgnifie puiflant and mighty 
helper. This name is ufually written Chilperic, 
but the C was fet before for Coning, that is, 
King, as in Clotharius, Clodaveus, Cheribertus, 
for Lotharius, Lodoveus, Heribertus. Aubry 
hath been a moil common name in the honour- 
able Family of Vere, Earls of Oxford, 
yt/baii, Lat. White, or High, as it pleafeth others ; 
The name of our Stephen, and lirft Martyr of 
Britain. 



I 

I 
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Jltuin^ Sax. All vi<3orious, or Winning all, as 
Viflor and Vincentius in Latine, Nicetas and 
Niccphorus in Greek. The Yorkfliireman, 
which was Scholemalter to Carolus Magnus, 
and perfwadcd him to found the Univerfity of 
Paris, is in an Englifh-Saxon Treatifc called 
Alwin. But the French, as it feemeth, not able 
to pronounce the W, called him Alcuinus and 
Aibinus. 

Albert., Germ AH-bright, as Epiphanius, Phaedrus, 
Eudoxus with the Grecians : Lucilius, Illuftrius, 
Kuigentius, with the Latines. licort and Bert, i 
as Alfricus and Rhenanus do tranflate it, is fa- 
mous, fair, and clear. Which the rather I believe, 
for that Bertha, a t jerman Lady fent into Greece, 
was there called Eudoxia in the fame fence, as 
Luitprandus reporteth. They moreover that in 
ancient books are written Ecbert, Sebert, Ethel- 
bert, in-the latter are written Ecbright, Sebright, 
Ethelbright: So that, Bert in compofition of 
names doth not fignifie Beard, as fomc tranflate it. 

Ml/red, Sax. Ailpeace, not varying much in figni- s 
6cation from Irenwus, Kal, All,3i:i in old Englifli 
compound names is anfwcrable to Pan and Pam 
in Greek names, as Pamphilus, Pammachius, 
Panxlius, Pantaleon, &c. 

Aldred., Sax. All reverent fear. 

JUxander, Gre, Succour man, or Helper of men. 

Jlphons, if it be a German name, and came into 
Spain with the Goths, a German Nation, it is as 
much as Helfuns, that is, Our heip, and probable 
it is to be a Gotilh name, for Alphons, the tirft 
King of Spain of that name, Anno 740, was de- 
fcended from the Goths. 

Amery^ in Latine Almaricus, from the German 
Emerich, that is, always rich, able, and powerful, 
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according to Luther: the French write it Ai 
mery, as they of Theodoric, Henric, Kredcrii 
make Terry, Henry, Ferry. 

Amhrofi, Gre. Divine, Immortal. 

y/miiT, from the French Amie, that is Beloved, 
that from Amatus, as Rene from Renatus. The 
Earis and Dukes of Savoy which be commonly 
called Aime, were in Latine called Amadeus, that 
is, Loving God, as Theophilus : and fo was that 
Earl of Savoy called, which did homage to King 
Henry the third of England, for Bourg in Brefle, 
Saint Maurice in Chablais ChaHeau Bard, &c. 
p"S" which I note for the honour of England. We_ 
do ufe now Amias for this, in difference froi 
Amie, the woman's name. Some deduce Ami; 
from j^milius the Roman name, which was di 
duced from the Greek Aimulios, Fair fpoki 

Ananias, Heb. The grace of the Lord, 

Andrew, Gre. Maniy, or Manful. Fruculphi 
turneth it Decorus, Comely and Decent j I knoi 
not upon what ground. See Charles. 

Anaraudt Hrit. corrupted from Honoratus, that 
Honourable. 

Angel, Gre. a MefTenger. 

Anthony, Gre. as Antheros, flourifliing, 

Greek Anthos, a flower ; as F'lorence and F'lo- 
rentius with the Latines, and Thales Euthalius 
with the Greeks. There are yet fome that draw 
it from Anton, a companion of Hercules. From 
this was derived the name of Antoninus, which 
for the vertue of Antoninus Pius, how highly 
was efteemed, read Lampridius in the life 
Alexander Severus. 

Anjtlm, Germ. Defence of Authority, according to 

Luther. Whether this name came from the 

• OMtk. Gotilh* word Anfes, by which the Goths called 



31 
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their vi6torious Captains as Demigods, I dare j 
not determine ; yet Aiilbert, Anfegis, Anfwald, ' 
German names, and An(kettel, ufed much in the 
ancient houfe of the Mallories, feem to defcend 
from one head, 

Archebolil, 'vide Erchenbald, 

jfrfajl. Sax. Goodly-man [Alfricus]. 

JrnoU^GcT. Honeft, but the Germans write Ernold. 
Probus in Ladne [Luther]. It hath been com- 
mon in the old Family of the Boyfes. 

Arthur, a Latine name in Juvenal drawn from the 
goodly fixed lUr Ardturus, and Chat from Ardlus 
is the Bear, as Urficinus among!!: the Romans. ' 
The famous Arthur made this name firft famous ' 
amongft the Britains. ii 

Augujiim, Latine Encreafmg, or Majeftical, from } 
Auguftus, as Vidorinus, Juftinus, Conftantinus, 
Diminutives from Victor, Juftus, Coniians, 
according to Molinscus. One obferveth that 
adoptive names do end in anus, as i^milianus, 
Domitianus, Juftinianus, adopted by A^miiius, 
Domirius, JuiUnus [Lilius Giraldus]. 

L . ■*■ 

^Baldwin^ Ger. If we believe Luther, Speedie Con- 
querour ; if Rhenanus, and Lipfius, Victorious 
power. But whereas Jornandcs, cap. 29, flieweth 
that King Alaric was furnamed Baldh, id eji, i 
Audax, for that he was bold and adventurous, 
and both Kilianus and Lipfius himfelf doth con- 
fefs that it was anciently in ufe, for Bold and 
confident ; Baldwin muft fignifie Bold Viiiior, as b 
Winbald, the fame name inverted, Ethelbald, 
nobly bold ; Willibald, very bold and confident, 
concurring fomewhat in fignification with Thra- 
fcas, Thrafimachus, Thralibulus, Thrafillus, of 
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So all the names wherein ^ 
• imply viflory, as Tatewin,'! 



erein Wi^^H 



the Grecians. 
is found, fee 

Learned Vitior; Bortwin, Famous ViSor j 
Earlwin, Glorious or honourable vi£tor ; and 
Unwin, yet amongft the Danes for invincible 
(Jonas Turfon) as Anicetus in Greek. Accord- 
ingly we may judge that moft names wherein 
Win is found, to refemble the Greek names, 
Nicetes, Nicocles, Nicomachus, Nicander, Po 
nices, &c., which have Nice in them. 

Bopti/i, Gre. A name given to S. John, for that 
firft baptized, and to many fince in honour 
him. 

BarJulp/i, Germ, from Bertulph, i. e. fair help. 
Uiph, Wolf, HuU; vElf, Hilp, He!f, fignifie Help, 
as Luther and others alTure us. So JEifwis^, 
If Viflorious help; jEelfric, Rich or powerful hcl 
.Slfwold, Helping Governour ; ^Elfgiva, Hi ' 
giver. Names conformable to Boet 
machus, kc. 

BarihoUme^v, Hebr. the fon of hi 
waters 



:lp. 

Jp, 



Sym^ 



that maketh the 
of God, which lifteth 
hers, and drops dowa<> 
water (Szegedinus). 

Barnabas, or Barnabie, Heb. Son of the Mailer, 
Son of Comfort. 

Baruch, Heb. the fame with Bennct, blelTcd. 

5o/7/, Gre. Royal, Kingly, or Princely. 

Be/U, Sax. He that prayeth, or a devout man, 
Eucherius, or Eufebius in Greek. We retain 
ftill Bedeman in the fame fence, and to fay our 
bedes, is but to fay our prayers. 

Beavls, may fcem probably to be corrupted from 
the name of the famous Celtique King BelJove- 
fus. When as the French have made in like 
fort Beavois of the old City Bellovacum In 



I 
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both thefe i 



y of bea 



In latter 



^B^i 



, r. Blefl'ed. 

; hand, or 

. Archai- 



icancy 
times Bogo hath been uled in Latine f 

BtJittyLai. contraaed from Henediaus, /. 

Benjamin, Hebr. The Son of the right 
dierum (Philo). See Jofeph. li. i 
ologias. 

■marti, Ger, S. Bernard, a Ciuniac, Monk, drew 
it from Bona Nardus^ by allufion ; fome turn it 
Hard child, in which fence Barn is yet retained 
with us ill the North. If it be derived as the 
Germans will have it from Beam, which fignl- 
fieth a Bear, it is anfwerable to Arthur. Others 
yet more judicially tranllate Bernard into Filialh b 
indaUs, Child'hke difpofition towards Parents, as 
Bernher, Lord of many children. It hath been 
tnoft common in the houfe of Brus, of Conning- 
ton and Exton; out of the which the Lord 
Harrington, of Exton, and Sir Robert Cotton, of 
Coiinington are defcended, as his moft excellent 
Majefty from Robert Brus, eldeft brother to the 
firft Bernard. 

Bertran, for Bertrand, fair and pure j fome think 
that the Spaniards have with fweeter found drawn 

L hence their Fernando and Ferdinando. 

'Slaft, Ore. Budding forth, or Sprouting with en- 
creafe. 

Bmifaee, LaL Well doer, or Good and fweet face. 
See Winefrid. 

Bonavfnlure, Lat. Good adventure, as Eutychius 
among the Greeks, Faullus and Fortunatus 
among the Latines. 

Botolph, Sax. contraded into Botall, Help (hip, as 
Saylers in that Age were called Botefcarles. In 
part it is anfwerable to the Greek i 
plius, Naumachius, &c, 

n, Fre. Written in old Books, 



, Nau- 
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Brient, Shrill voyce, as among the Romans V 

nius [Nicotius]. 
Balthajar^ Heb. Searcher of Treafure, or wii 

treafiirc. 

C. 

CetiuSy Parents' joy, T. Probus. 

Caleb, Heb. Hearly, Philo. 

Caitjihinei, Gre. Beautiful and ftrong. 

Caradncy Er. Dearly beloved. Quiere. 

Cafar. This came of iate to be a Chriflian name 
amongft us. Spartianus faith it was firft given 
for killing of an Elephant, which, in the Moores' 
language is called Ca^far, or chat he was cut out 
of his mother's womb, or born with a bufh of 
hair, or grey eyes. Such variety of opinions is j 
concerning a name, which, as he faith, '^CuioJ 
a^ternitate mundi duraturum." I 

Charles, Germ, according to J. D. Tillet, from^ 
Carl, that is, llrong, Itout, couragious, and valiant, 
as Varius, Valerius, Valens, 5ic., with the 
Romans ; Craterus, &c., with the Greeks ; not 
from the Greek Charilaus, which fignifieth Publi- 
cola, the Claw-back of the people. The Hun- 
garians call a King by a general name Carl. 
{ Aventinus). And Carl is only in the coyns of 
Carolus Magnus. Scaliger makes Carllman and 
Carlman anfwerable to the Greek Andreas. 
■ ChrljlBpher, Gre. Chrift-Carrier, a name, as learned 
men think, devifed, and a piiflure thereunto 
myftically applied as a reprefentation of the 
duties of a true Christian, and was as their 
Nofce Uipfum. Of fuch myftical Symbols of the 
Primitive Chrillians, fee Jofeph Scaliger ad 
Freherum. 

Cbryfojiom, Gre. Golden-mouth, 
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P 

^a^mim. Lit. Meek, Mild and Gentle. 

Cenj/iiniiiey Lat. Fall, or Firm, for which in fomc 

parts of the Realm we fee Cuftance. 
Conraii, Ger. Able-counfel, or Advifed valour, as 

t Julius Scaliger will, Exercitat. 256. But here is 
to be noted, that Rad, Red, and Rod fignifie 11 
counfel and advice [Luther, Alfricus, Kellian], " 
and differ only in Dialedt, as Stan, Sten, Stone. 
And this appeareth by that which the Northern 
men cried when they killed Walter, Bifliop of 
Durefme, Short Rad, good Rade, quell ye the 
Bifhop, that is, Short counfei, Good counfel, &c. 
[M. Paris.} 
Cornelius^ Lat. All draw it from Cornu, an horn. 
Cuthttrly Sax, Not Cut-beard, as fome fable, but 

I famous, bright, and clear (kill or knowledge, ac- 



"Quique geril ci 



n Ciiihbeft de li 



No man doubteth but Cuth figniiied knowledge, 

as uncuth, unknown ; So Cuthwin, (Idlful vidlor; 

Cuihred, Ikilfu! in counfel. 
Cyprian, Gre. from Cypria, a name of Venus, fo 

named of the lile of Cyprus, where fhe was 

efpccially honoured. 
Cadivalbder^ Brit. A warlike name, deduced from 

Cad, that is Battel, as it feemeth, but I refer it 

to the learned Britains. 
^}refcens, Lat. 



"Denitl, Heb. Judgment of God. 
David, Heb. Beloved. 
Dimetrius, Ger. Belonging to Ceres. 
_, Dtnisy Gre for Dionylius, which fome fetch from 
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Dies nous, i. e. divine mind. It is one of tta 
names of the drunkard Bacchus, and derived by ' 
Nonnius in his Dionyfiacis, from Jupiter, his 
lame leg, for Nifos fignifieth, faith he, lame in 
the Syrian tongue ; and we will imagine that 
Jupiter halted when Bacchus was enfcamed m, 
his thigh. But St. Denis of France hath mo" 
graced this name. 

ZJru, in LaL Drugo, or Drogo, Subtile, as Calli 
dius, in Latine, if it come from the Saxon 
German ; but if it be French, Lively and Li 
(Nicotius). 

Dunftan, Sax. One that writeth S. Dunftan's life 
faith, the name is anfwerable to Aaron, /. r, 
Mountain of fortitude. That Dun with the old 
Englifti fignified a mountain or high hill, is ap- 
parent, that they called mountain man Dunfertan, 
and Down confinueth in the like fence with us. 
Others fuppofe it to fignifie Moft high, as among 
our Anccftors Leofftan fignified Moft beloved; 
Betftan, Bcft of all ; Fridftan, moft peaceful, &c. 
Stan being the moft ufual termination of the Su- 
perlative degree. 



Eadgiir, Sax. for Eadig-ar, Happy, or blefled, J 
honour, or power, for I find it interpreted in an 
old Hiftory, P'celix poteftas. The laft Verfe of 
Ethelwardus Hiftory feemeth to prove the fame, 
and Eadig (for the which Ead was ufed in com- 
pofition) is the word in the fixth of Saint Matth. 
in the EngUfh Saxon Teftament, fo often iterated 
for BlelTed in the Beatitudes. That Ear, or Ar, 
fignifie honour, it appeareth in the Saxon Laws, 
and in Jonas Turfon, his Danifti Vocabulary, 
as Arlic, and EatUc, Honourable. And from 
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hence cometh our honourable name of Earls, 
which came hither with the Danes, as may be 
gathered out of Kthelwardus. 
Edmundiis, Sax. for Edmund, Happy, or blelTed ^ 
peace j Our Lawyers yet do acknowledge Mund 
for Peace in their word Mundbrech, for breach 
of Peace. So ^Imund, all peace; Kinmund, 
Peace to his kindred ; Ethelmund, noble peace-, 
yet 1 know that fome tranflate Mund by Mouth, 
as Pharamund, True Mouth. 
Eadulph^ Sax. Happy help. 
. £adwin, Happy Victor. 

I Mdwarii, in Sax. coins Eadward, happy keeper. The 
I Chriftian humilityof King Edward the Confeflbur 
I brought fuch credit to this name, that fince that 
time it hath been moii ufual in all eftates. Thai 
Ward fignitieth a Keeper is apparent by Wood- > 
ward, Mill- ward, &c. 
Ealdrtd, Sax. All reverent fear. 
£alrtd. Sax. All counfel- 
Ebula, See Ybcll. 
Egbert, or rather Ecbert, Sax. Always bright, famous 

I for ever, as the old Englifti called Everlafting 
life, Ec-life. 
Ellis, Heb. Corruptly for Elias, Lord God. 
Elifur, Sax. Contracted from Ethelmer, Noble and 
renowned : for Willeranus tranilateth Mere, by j 
Celebris and Famofus. So Merwin renowned 
ViSor, Merwald renowned governour. Yet I 
know B. Rhenanus turneth Meir and Mere by 
Governour. Cap. ult. Rer. Ger. 
Emanuel, Heb. God with us. 
Emary, See Amery. 

Enien, Brit From jEneas, as fome think, but the 
BritiOi GIolTary trandateth it Jultus, Juft and 
upright. 
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Engelbtri, Germ, Bright AngeL 

EraJmu!,Gi. Amiable, or to be beloved. 

Erchenbald, Gcr. Powerful, bold and fpeedy learni 
or oblerver (Dafvpodius.) 

Ernejl, Germ, in Oafar Arioviftus, Severe (Avei 
tinus) in the like fence we Itill retain it. 

Efay, Heb. Reward of the Lord. 

Etbelhert, or EdUhert, Noble bright, or noHjr 
renowned i for Ethel or Adei fignifie in Ger- 
g. many. Noble. From whence happily Athalric, 
King of the Goths, had his name. From hence 
it was that the heirs apparent of the Crown of 
England were furnamed Etheling, /. t. Noble 
born, and Clyto, /. c. Inclytus ; as in the declining 
eftate of the Roman Empire the heirs of Em- 
perours were called Nobiliflimi; hence alfo the 
Spaniards, which defcended from the German 
Goths, may fecm to have partly borrowed theii 
Idal-guio, by which word they /ignifie their 
nobleft gentlemen, 

Etbelrtd, Sax. Noble advice and Counfel. 

Ethelard, Sax. For which we now ufe AdelantyJ 
Noble difpofition. 

Etheljian, Sax. Noble Jewel, pretious Hone, or, 
moft noble, 

Ethtkuard^ Sax, Now j^lward, Noble Keeper. 

Ethilwild, Sax. Noble governour, for the old book 
of S. Auguftines in Canterbury, Willeranus and 
Luther do agree that Wold and Wald doth fig- 
nlfie Prafectus, a Governour. So Bertwold and 
Brightwold, famous Governour, Kinwold,Govci^ 
nour of hia kindred, 

Ethelwalph^ Sax. Noble helper. 

Everard-, Ger. Well reported, as Gcfnerus writeth, 
like to Eudoxus of the Greeks ; but others witli 
more probability deduce it from Eberard, i.d. 



\ 
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excellent, or fupreme towardnefs. A name moft 
ufual in ihc ancient family of the Digbyes. 

EufebiuSf Gr. Pious and Religious godly man. 

Eujlachcy Gre. Seemeth to be drawn from the 
Greek tuo-TaS^c, which fignifieth Conftant, as 
Conllantinus, but the former ages turned it into 
Euftachius in Latin. 

Evany See Ivon. 

Eutroplu!., Gr. well mannered. 

Ezeehiat, Heb. Strength of the Lord. 

Exeehie/y Heb. Seeing the Lord. 

F. 

Fabiatif from Fabius, who had his name from beans, 
as Valerian from Valerius- Fabianus, Bifhop of 
Rome, martyred under Decius, firft gave repu- 
tation to this name. 

Ftv/ix, Lat. Happy ; the fame with Macarius among 
the Grecians, 

Fkretta, Lat. Flourifliing, as Thales with the 
Greeks, Antonius with the Latines, 

Francis^ Germ, from Franc, that is Free, not fer- 
vile, or bond. The fame with the Greek 
Eleutherius, and the Latin Liberius. 

Frederic^ Germ. Rich peace, or as the Monk which 
made this aliufion, Peaceable raiga 

£(1 ailhibcndi fides ralioni nomini^ hujus 

Compofitt Frederic, Juo ronipancntia cuju! 

Sum Frederic, Firth quid nili pax, Kic, quid nifi regum f 

Sic per Hendladyn Frederirus, t^u'xA ni<i vel rex 

Pxcificui i vc] regia pax i pax paddi ufqiie. 
For Frideric, th' Englifli have commonly ufed 
Frery and Fery, which hath been now a long 
time a ChrilHan name in the ancient family of 
Tilncy, and lucky to their houfe, as they report, 
Frimundy Sax. Free peace. 



from tblg^H 
ut I frooi^H 
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Foblie, or Fu/it, Germ. Some derive 
Germ. Vollg, Noble and Gallant ; 
Folc, the Englirti-Saxon word for people, as 
though it were the fame with Publius of the 
Romans, and only tranllated from Publius, as 
loved of the people and commons. This name 
hath been ufual in that ancient family of Fits- 
Warin, and of later times in that of the GrevJIs. 

Fulbirl, bax. yull-bright. 

FuIchir,Snx. Lord of people. 

Ferdlnantia, See Bertram. This name is fo variably 
that I cannot refolve what to fay i for 
Spaniards make it Hernand and Hernan i 
Italians Kerando and Ferante ; the French F«« 
rant, which is now become a furname with utn 
and the Ladnes F>rdinandus: unlefs we ni>)| 
think it is fetcht by tranfpofition from F'red a 
Rand, that is, Pure peace. 



Gahriely Heb. Man of God, or Strength of God. 

GaiuSy See Caius. 

GomaHil, Heb. Gods reward, as Deodatus, Thee 

dorus, and Theodofius. 
Garret., for Gerard and Gerald. See Everard, 1 

from thence they are detorted, if we believt 

Gefnerus. But rather Gerard may fecm to fig- 
■ nifie all towardncfs, as Gertrud, all truth ; Ger- 

min, all victorious ; and the German nation is 

fo named, as all and fully men. 
Gavjen, a name devifed by the author of King 

Arthur's table, if it be not Walwin. See Walwin. 
George, Gre. Hufbandmen, the fame with Agricola, 

a name of fpecial refpett in England (ince the 

vitlorious King Edward the third chofe S. 

George for his Patron, and the Englifli in all 
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encounters and battels ufcd the name of Saint 
George in their cries, as the French did, Mont- 
joy, S. Denis. 

fGedeoTTy Heb. A Breaker, or Dcftroyer. 

' Gtrman, Lat. Of the fame ftocli. True, no coun- 
terfeit, or a natural brother. S. German, who 
fupprelTed the Pelagian herefie in Britain, about 
the year 430, advanced this name in this IHe. 
Gervas, Gervafius in Latin, for Gerfall (as fome 
Germans conje£ture) that is, All fute, firm, or 
faft. If it be fo, it is only Conftans tranilated. 
But it is the name of a Martyr, who fuft'ered 
under Nero at Miliain, who if he were a Grecian, 
as his fellow martyr Protafius was, it may fig- 
nifie grave and Ancient, or honourable, as 

L wrefled from Geroufius. 

frG<j/rcv, Ger. from Goufred, Joyful peace. Kilianus 

f traiidateth Gaw. Jo^'ful, as the French do Gay. 
That Fred and Frid do fignifie peace is moft p 
certain, as Fredltole, /</ ^/, Pacis cathedra. See 
Frederic. 
Gilbert, Germ. I fuppofed heretofore to fignifie 
Gold-like-brighc, as Aurelius or Aureiianus: or 
yellow bright, as Flavias with the Romans. For 
Geele is yellow in old Saxon, and flill in Dutch, 
as Gilvus according to fome in Latin. But he- 
caufe it is written in Doomf-day book Gillebert, 
I judge it rather to fignifie Bright or brave pledge, 
for in old Saxon Gifle fignifieth a pledge ; and in 
the old Engliih book of S. Auguiline's of Can- 
terbury, furetics and pledges for keeping the 
peace are called Fredgilles. So it is a well fitting 
name for children which are the only fweet 
pledges and pawns of love between man and wife, 
and accordingly called Dulcia pignora, and Pig- 
nora amoris, 



k'&: 
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gidius, as ^H 



Gilts, is mifcrably disjoynted from ^gii 

Gillet from jtgidia, by the French, as appears 
in hiftories by the name of the Duke of RoUo's 
wife. It may feem a Greek name, for that S. 
Giles, the hru that I have read fo named, was an 
Athenian, and fo drawn from Aigidion, that is, 
Little Kid, as we know Martianus Capelta had 
his name in like fence \ yet fome no iefs probably 
fetch Giles from Julius, as Gilian from Juliana. 

God/rfy,Ger. From Godfred, God's peace,or godly; 
for the Danes call godlinefs Gudfreidhed [Jonas 
Turfon], 

GodariJ, Gte. Strength of God, or Gods-man, as 
Gabriel, according to Luther. But 1 think it 
rather to fignilie Ciodly difpofition or toward- 
nefs, for Ard and Art in the German tongue do 
fienifie Towardnefs, aptnefs, or difpofition. As 
Mainard, powerful difpofition ; GitFard, Liberal 
difpofition, as Largus; Bernard, Child-like dif- 
pofition ; Leonard, Lionlike difpofition, as Leo- 
ninus ; Reinard, pure difpofition, as Syncerus. 

Godwin, Germ. For Win-God, converted, 
torious in God. 

Godrich, Ger. Rich, or powerful in God, 

Gregory, Gr. Watching, watchful, as Vigilantiu^' 
and Vigilius in the Latin. 

Gryffith, Brit. Some Britains interpret it Stroi 
faithed. 

Gruffin, Brit. If it be not the fame with Gryffith,,, 
fome do fetch from Rufinus, Red, as many other 
Welfli names are derived from colours. 

Grimbald^ Ger. But truly Grimoald, power over 
anger, as Rodoald, power of counfel (Luther), a 
name mod ufual in the old family of Pauncefoot. 

Gwi/chard^ Sec Wife hard. 

Guy, in Latin Guido, from the French Guide, A 
guide, leader or diredlor to ot 



tiu»^H 
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Hadrian, Lat. deduced from the City Hadria, v' si"' 
whence Hadrian the Emperour had his original. H^r.in 
Gefner bringeth it from the Greek AJ^sof, Grofs i^^"' 
or wealthy. 

Hamii, Heb. Faithful. 

Hanibal, A Punick name. Gracious Lord. 

HtSlory Gr. Defender, according to Plato, 

Henry, Ger. in Latin Henricus. A name fo famous 
fince the year cj20, when Henry the iirft was 
Emperour, that there have been 7 Emperours, 
8 Kings of England, 4 Kings of France, as many 
of Spain of that name. But now thought un- 
lucky in French Kings: when as King Henry 
the becondwas ilain at tilt, King Henry the Third 
and Fourth itab'd by two villanous monflers of 
mankind. If Einric be the original, it fignificth 
ever rich and powerful. If it be deduced from 
Hcrric, which the Germans ufe now, it is as 
much as Rich Lord. I once fuppofed, not with- 
out fome probability, that it was contradted from 
Honoricus, of which name, as Procopius men- 
tioneth, there was a Prince of the Vandales in 
the time of Honorius, and therefore likely to 
take name of him, as he did from Honor. And 
lately I have found that Fr. Phidelphus is of the i„Epia«ii 
fame opinion. Howfoeverit hathbeenan ominous 
good name in all refpedts of fignitication, 

Htngtji, Sax. Horfc-man, the name of him which 
led the firll Eng'ifhmen into this Ille, fomewhat 
itnrwerable to the Greek names, Philippe, Speu- 
fippus, Ctefippusi his brother in like fort was 
called Horfa. 

Harhsld, Sax. Luther Jnterpreteth it Governour or 
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Hai 



-al of a 

old. Butbeii 



', and fo would I if it i 
HarhoIdandHei 



ory 



I rather turn it, love of the Armv. For Hold 
fee Rheinhcild. For Hare and pfere that they 
fignitie both an Army, and a Lord, it is [aken 
for granted : Yet I fufpeiS this Here for a Lord 
to come from the Latin Herus. See Ethelwold. 

Herbert, Ger. Famous Lord, bright Lord, or Glory 
of the Army. 

Henuin, Ger. Viilorious Lord, or WStt 
Army. 

Harmon, or Herman., Ger. General of an Army, 
the fame which Strato or Polemarchus in Greek : 
C^far turned it into Arminius [Ifcudus.] Hence 
the General Dukes are called Hertogen, as 
leaders of Armies. 

HercuUi, Gr. Glory, or illumination of the air, as 
it pleafeth Macrobius, who affirmed it to be 
proper to the Sun, but hath been given to valiuH.-a 
men for their glory, ^ 

Hiereme, Gr. Holy name. I 

Hildebcrt, Ger. Bright, or famous Lord. See Maud.^ 

Hilary., Lat. Merry and pleafant, 

Howil, A Britifh name, the original whereof fomc 
Britain may find, Goropius turneth it Sound or 
whole, as wifely as he faith, Englifhmen were 
called Angli, becaufe they were good Anglers, 
I rather would fetch Hoe'l from Melius, that is, 
Sun-bright, as Coel from Ccelius. 

Hugh, Aventinos deriveth it from the German 
word Hougen, that is, flaflier or cutter. But 
whereas the name Hugh was firlt in ufe among 
the French, and Otfrid in the year 900 ufed 
Hugh for Comfort, I judge this name to be 
borrowed thence, and fo it is correfpondent to 
the Greek names Eipidius, and Elpis. 
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Humjrey, Germ, for Humrred, Houfe-peace, a 
lovely and happy name, if it could turn home- 
wars between man and wife into peace. The 
Italians have made Onuphrius of it in Latin. 

Hubert., Sax. Bright form, fair Ihape, or fair hope. 

Horatio., I know not the Etymology, unlefs you will 
derive it from the Greek, of-aro! or qjjitijioj, as of 
good eye-fight. 

J- 

Jacob, Heb. A tripper or fupplanter. Whofe name, 
becaufe he had power with God, that he might 
alfo prevail with men, was changed into Ifrael 
by God. Sec Genes, cap. 32. Philo de nomi- 
nibus mutatis. 

Jacob, the fame. Jago in 
nch; which fome P'renchi- 



r difgrace, have too much 



of the Lord. 



[ 



y^w;, Wreiled from . 
Spanilh, Jaqties in Fri 
fied English, to theii 
aft'eaed. 

Jafpa-. 

Ibti Sec Ybel. 

Joachim., Heb. Preparati 

Tfrmy, Heb. High of the Lord. 

yoab, Heb. Fatherhood, 

y«iw, Heb. Gracious, yet though fo unfortunate in 
Kings i for that John, King of England, well 
near loft his Kingdom ; and John, King of 
France, was long captive in England; and John 
Batioll was lifted out of his Kingdom of Scot- 
land i that John Steward, when the Kingdom of 
Scotland came unto him, renouncing that name, 
would be proclaimed King Robert. See Ivon. 

Joi, Heb. Sighing, or forrowing. 

Jordon, Heb. The river of Judgment. 

Jofuab.^ Heb. As Jeluiah, Saviour. 
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Jofcelin, A diminutive from Joft or Jurtus, as Juf- 
tulus, according to Iflebius; but moUiiicd from 
Joftelin in the old Netherland language, from 
whence it came with Jofcelin of Lovan, younger 
fon of Godfrey, Duke of Brabant, Progenitour 
of the honourable Percyes; if not the hrft, yet 
the moft noble of that name in this Reair 
Nicotius maketh it a diminutive from Joft, J 
docus. 

Jo/eph, Heb. Encreafing (Philo) or encreafc of tl 

'fojioi, Heb. Fire of the Lord. 

'Jafuahy Heb. The Lord Saviour. 

Inglibert^ See Engelbert. 

/n^ram. Germ. Engelramus in Latin, deduced from' 

Engell, which fignifieth an Angel, as Angelo is 

common in Italy, fo Engelbert feemeth to figni- 

fie bright Angel. 
Ifaac., Heb. Laughter, the fame which Gelafius 

among the Greeks. , 

Ifrueiy Heb, Seeing the Lord, or prevailing in tM 

Lord. See Jacob. 
Jiiliusy Gre. Soft haired, or moflie bearded, fo doth 

Julius fignifie in Greek. It was the name of 

jEneas' fon, who was firlt called Ilus. 



jm^ 



The old Engliflimen in the Norlh parts turned 
Julius into Joly, and the unlearned Scribes of that 
time may feem to have turned Julianusinto Jola- 
nus, for that name doth often occur in old evi- 
dences. 

yuan is the fame with John, and ufed by the 
Wellh and Sclavonians for John ; and in this 
Realm about the Conquerour's time John was 
rarely found, but Juon, as 1 have obferved. 
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fonathan, Heb. The fame with Theodorus, and 
Theodofius, that is, God's gift 

K. 

Ktnhilmtj Sax. Defence of his kindred. Helm, i 
Defence | Luther): fo Eadhelme, Happy de- 
fence ; Brii;ht-helme, Fair defence ; Sig-helme, 
Viiiorious defence. 
I Kenardy Sax. Kind difpofition, and affeflion to his 
kindred. 



I 



Lambtrt, Sax, As fome think. Fair-lamb, Luther 

turneth it, Far famous. 
^Lancelot feemeth a SpaniOi name, and may fignifie 
a Launce. as the njilitary men ufe the word now 
for an horfeman. Some think it to be no ancient 
name, but forged by the writer of King Arthur's 
hiftory for one of his doughty Knights. 

Laurence, Lat. Flouriftiing like a bay-tree; the 
fame that Daphnis in Greek. 

LazaruSy Heb. Lord's-help. 

Ltifftany Sax. Moft beloved. 

Leojw'in, Sax. Winlove, or to be loved, as Aga- 
petus,andErafmus with the Greeks, and Amandus 
with the Latines. 

Leanard, Germ. Lion-like difpofition, as Thy- 
moleon with the Greeks, or Popularis indoles, 
as it plcafcth Lipfius, that is, People-plcafing dif- 
pofition. 

Lew'iiy Wrenched from Lodowick, which Tilius 
interpretefh. Refuge of the people. But fee 
Lodowick. 

Ltwliny Brit. Lion-like, the fame with Leoninus 
and Leontius. 
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Lionel, Lat. Leonellus, that is, Littlc-lton. 
Leadrgar or Leger^ Germ. Gatherer of people, 

Lipfius in Poliorceticis, or Altogether popular. 
Ltidpild^ Germ. Defender of people, corruptly 

Leopold. In our ancient tongue Leod (Ignitied 

Seople of one City, as Leodfcrjp was to them 
.efpublica. The Northern Germans have yet 
Leud ill the fame fence. So Lutt, Liudi, Leuti, 
and Leudi, as the Dialedl varieth,lignifies people. 
In which fence the Normans, in the life of 
Carolus Magnus, were called North-Leud. The 
names wherein Leod are found feem tranflatcd 
from thofe Greek names wherein you fli 
Demos and Laos, as Demofthenes, ' 
Strength of the peop'e ; Demochares, that i _ 
Gracious to the people ; Demophilus, that is," 
Lover of the people ; Nicodemus, that is, Con- 
qucrour of People ; Laomedon, that is. Ruler 
of people i Laodamus, that is, Tamer of people^, 



&c. 



Livin, Germ, The fame with Amatu 

Beloved [Kilianus]. 
Luke, Heb. Rifing or lifting up. 
Ludavic, Germ. Now contradled into Clovis and 

Lovis, Famous warrier, according to that of 

Helmoldus Nigellus. 

Nempe fonat Hludo prxclarum, Wiggh quoque 
Mars eft. 

M. 

Madoc, Brit, from Mad, that if, Good, in the Welfh, 
as Caradoc, from Care, that is, beloved. The 
fame with Agathias in Greek [Didt. Wallicum.] 

Maiachlai, Heb. My meflenger. 

Manages, Heb. Not forgotten, 

Marcellus, Lat. Plutarch out of PofSdonius derivcth j 
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it from Mars, as martial and warlike, others From 
Marculus, that is, an Hammer. 1 he latter times 
turned Jt to Marcel and Mallet, which divers took 
for a furname, bccaufc they valiantly did hammer 
and beat down their advcrfaries. See Malmes. 
pag. 54.. 

Marnnidue, Germ. Mirmachtig, as fome conjefturc, 
which in old Saxon fignifieth More mighty, 
being fweetned in found by procefs of time. A 
name ufual in the North, but molt in former times 
in the noble families of Tweng, Lumley, and 
Conllable, and thought to be Valentinianus tranf- 
latcd. 

Mark-, in Hebrew fignifieth High, but in Latin, ac- 
cording to Varro, it was a name at the firft given 
to them that were born in the month of March ; 
but according to Felius Hompeius it fignifieth a 
Hammer or JVlaliet, given in hope the perfon 
{hould be martial. 

Malthnv, Hcb. God's gift. 

Marlln, Lat. From Martius, as Antoninus from 
Antonius. Saint Mattin the military Saint, Bifhop 
of Toures, firft made this name famous among 
the Chriftians by his admirable piety. 

Mercury^ Lat. " Quafi medius currens inter Deos 
& homines," as the Grammarians Etymologize it, 
rfitor between Gods and men. 
in Latin Mereduciui;, 
in Latin Meuricus. I know not 
whether it be corrupted from Maurice, 

Michael, Heb. Who is perfea ? or who is like God ? 
The French contrail it into Mici. 

Maximilian., A new name, firft devifed by Frederic 
the third Emperour, who doubting what name to 
give to his fon and heir, compofed this name of two 
worthy Romans' names, whom he moft admired, 



I a mediate c 
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Q. Fabius Maximus and Scipio ^milianu! 

hope that his fon would imitate their vertucs. " 

(Hieronymus Gebvilerius de familia Aullnaca.) 

Miles^ Lat. Mib, which fome fetch from Milium, 2 
kind of grain called Millet, as probably as Plinie 
draweth Fabius, Lentulus, Cicero, from Faba, 
Lens, Cicer, that is, beans, lentil, and chich-peafe. 
But whereas the French contracl Michael into 
Miel, fome fuppofe our Miles come from thence. 

Mofes, Heb. Drawn up. 1 

Alergan, Brit. 'I'he fame with Pelagius, that is Sea-] 
man, if we may believe an old fragment ; and Mor 
fignilies the Sea among the \Vel(h : So MaHus, 
Marinus, Marianus, and Pontius, amons the 
Latines, have their name from Mare and Pontus 
the Sea. 

Maugre., A name eftfoons ufed in the worQiipful 
Family of Vavafors ; Malgcrius, in old hiftories. 
Qujere. 

Morice, from the Latine Mauritius, and that from - 
Maurus, a Moor, as Syritius from Syrus, a Syrian. 4 
The name not of any worth in his own fignifica- i 
tion, but in relpedt of Saint Maurice a Comman- 
der in the Thebanc Legion martyred for the 
ChriHian profellion under Maximianus. 

J 

Nathaniel, Hcbr. The gift of God, as Theodofius,^ 
&c. 

Neoli, F're. Blackifli, or fwart, for it is abridged from 
Nigel, and fo always written in Latine Records 
Nigcllus, confonant to Nigrinus, and Atrius of 
the Latines, Melanius and Mclanthus of the 1 
Grecians. 

Nieholai, Gre. Conquerour of the people. 



USUAL CHRISTIAN NAMES. gt 

Norman, drawn From the Norman Nation, as 

Northern- man, ufual anciently in the Family of 

Darcy. 
Noel, French. The lame with the Lalinc Natalis, 

given lirft in honour of the feaft of Chrift's birth, 

to fuch as were then born. 

O. 

Odt, Sec Othts. 

Oliver, A name fetched from the peace-bringing 
Olive, as Daphnisand Laurence from the tri- 
umphant Lawrel. 

0/h,rn, Sax, Houfc-child, as Filius familias,(Luther.) 

Ojhrt. Sax. Domeftical brightnefs, or light of the 
Family. 

Ofmund, Sax. Houfe-peace. 

OJvjold, Germ. Houfe-ruler or Steward j for Wold 
in old EngliOi and hij^h Dutch is a Ruler: but 
for this the Normans brought in Le Defpencer, 
now Spencer. The holy life of Saint Ofwald, 
King of Northumberland, who was inceflancly in 
prayer, hath given much honour to this name. 
See Ethelwold. 

Othes, An old man in England, drawn from Otho, 
written by fome Odo, and by others Kudo, in 
Englifh-Saxon Odan, and after the original where- 
of, when Suetonius could not find, I will not feek. > 
Aventinus maketh it Hud, that is. Keeper: but 
Petrus Blefenlis, Epift. 126, maketh it to fignifiea 
Faithful Reconciler; for he writeth, Odo, in Epif- 
copum Parifienfem confecratus, nomen fuisoperi- 
bus intcrpretari non ceflat, fidelis fequefter inter 
Deum & homines. Otlwell and Ottey fecm to 
be Nurfe names drawn from Othcs. 

Owen, Lat. Audoenus, if he be the fame with Saint 
Owen of France. But the Britains will have it 
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from old King Oneus father in law to Hercule* 
others from Eugenius, that is, Noble or well born. 
Certain it is that the Countrey of Ireland called 
Tir-Oen, is in Latine Records, Terra Kugenii; 
and the IriQi Priefts know no Latine for their 
Oen but Eugenius, as Rothericus for Rorke. 
And Sir Owen Ogle, in Latine Records, as I have 
been informed, was written Eugenius Ogli 
Original, May leem to be dedutted from the Grei 
Origenes, that is, Burn in good time. 

P. 

Pafcaly Deduced from Pafcha, the PalTeover. 

Patrick, Lat. From Patricius, Quafi Patrem ciens, 
A Peer or State, he which could cite his father 
as a man of honour, A name given firft to Sena- 
tors' Tons ; but it grew to reputation when Con- 
flantine the Greek made a new ftate of Patricii, 
who had place before the Praefeftus Prstorio, or 
Lord great Mafter of the houfe, if it may be fo 
tranflated [Zoaimus.] 

Paul, Heb. Wonderful or reft : But the learned 
Baroniiis, drawing it from the Ladne, maketh it, 
Linle or humble. 

Pauiitf From Paul, as Nigrinus from Niger, 

Percivaif Is thought at firft to have been a furname, 
and after (as many other) a Chriftian name, 
fetched from Pcrcheval, a place in Normandy. 
One byallufion made inrhisPercival,Pcrfevalens. 

Payn, in Lat. Paganus, exempt from military fer- 
vtce, a name now out of ufe, but having an oppo- 
(ite fignification to a military man, as Scaliger 
obfcrved upon Aufonius. 

Peler, For which as the French ufed Pierre, fo our 
Anceftours ufed Pierce, a name of high erteem 
among the Chriftians, jince our Saviour named 
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Simon, the Ton of Jona, Cephas, which is by 
incerpretation a ftone. John i. 43, But fool- 
wifely have fome Peters called thcmfelves Pierius. 

Pfrtgrine, Lat. Strange or outlandifti, 

PhiUberl, Germ. Much bright fame, or very bright 
and famous, as Polyphemus in Greek { Rhenanus.] 

Philippe^ Grc. A lover of Horfes. Philip Berold, 
conceiting this his name, very Clerkly proves 
that Philip is an Apoilolical name by Saint Philip 
the Apoftlc, a Royal name by King Philip King 
of Macedonia, and an Imperial name by Philip the 
firft Chrillian Emperour. 

Pt/Ihumui, Lat. Born after his father's death. 



^intin, Lat. From Quintus, the fifth born, a man 
dignified by St. Quintin of France. 



RaJ/i, Ger. Contrafted from Radulph. which as 
Rodulph fignifieth Help-counfel, not differing 
much from the Greek Eubulus. 

.Rtfyffiuni/, Germ. Quiet peace, as Hefychius in Greek. 

Randaly Sax. Corrupted from Ranulph, that is, Fair 
help. 

Raphael. Heb. The Phyf.ck of God. 

Rrinholilj Sax, Sincere or pure love : for the Ger- [ 
mans call their greateft and goodheft River for ' 
purenefs Rheine, and the old Englifli ufed Hold 
for 'ove, Holdy for lovely, as Unhold, without 
love : Willeranus ufeth Hold for favour, which is 
anfwerable to love. I have alfo obferved Hold ^ 
for Firm, and once for a General of an Army. 

Rhife, A Britifli name, deduced as they think from 
Rhefus the Thracian King, who was (as Homer 
defcribeth him by his armour.) of a Giantlike 
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ftature. But I dare not fay the word implieth (a 
much in figniRcation : yet Rhefi fignitieth a Giant 
in the German longue- 

Ruhardy Sax. Powerful and rich difpofitton, as 
Richer, an ancient Chridian name, fignified 
Powerful in the Army, or rich Lord, and was 
but Herric reverfed. Aventinus turncth it Trea- 
fure of the Kingdom. See Aubry, 

Robert, Germ, Famous in Counfeljfor it is written 
■A moft anciently Rodbert, Rad, Red, and Rod do 
fignilic counfcl: See Conrad and Albert. This 
name was given to Rollo, firft Duke of Nor- 
mandy, an original Anceftour of the Kings of 
England, who was called firft by the Normans 
and French Rou. whereunto fome without ground 
think that Bert was added : fo that it ihould fig- 
nifie Rou, the renowned. Others untruly turn 
it Red-beard, as though it were all one with 
j'Enobarbus of the Latines, or BarbarofTa of the 
Italians: John Bodin (or Pudding), that I may 
give him his true Englifli name, maketh it full 
wifely Red-bard ; but I think no Robert which 
knoweth what Bardus meaneth, will like of it. 

Roger, Ger. Ruger, Quiet, the fame with Tran- 
M quillus in Latine, Frodoard writeth it always 
^ Rottgarius, or Rodgarus, fo it feemeth to fignihe 
all counfel, or llrong counfel. 

Rollan/if Germ. Whereas it was anciently written 
Rodland, it may feem to fignifie Counfel for the 
Land. And the firft that I find fo named was 
Land-wardan in France, under Carolus Magnus, 
againft the Piracies of the Normans. The Italians 
ufe Orland for Rowland by Metathefis. 

Romant. Lat. Strong, from the Greek 'Pii/tt, an- 
fwerable to Valens. 



i 




USUAL CHRISTIAN NAMES. 95 

Rubta^ Heb. The fon of vifions, or a quick-feeing 

fon. (Philo.) 
Rein/red, Sax. Put 



■ peace. 
S. 



I 



Saloimn, Heb, Peaceable. 

Sampfiny Heb. There the fecond lime. 

Samud^n^h- Placed of God. 

Saul^ Heb, Lent of the Lord ; or as fome will, Fox. 

SfbajUan, Gre. Honourable or majeftical, as Au- 
gullus or AuguflinuK among the Romans. 

SigiJ'nundy Germ, Vidlorious peace, or victory with 
peace. That Sig iignitieth Vi^ory, Alfric, Dafi- ^^ 
podiusand Luther do all agree ; yet Hadr. Junius S{ 
turneth it victorious or prevailing fpeech. So 
Sigward, now Seward, victorious preferver; Sig- 
hclm, vitlorious defence 1 Sighere, Conquerour 
of an Army, or victorious Lord ; and Sigebert, 
now Sebright, viiSlorious fame, or fame by viflory. 

Silvf/lir, Lat. Wood-man. 

Syhanus, Lat. Wood-man, or rather Wood-god. 
See Walter. 

Simon, Heb. Obedient liftning [Philo.) 

Stepbrn, Gre. A Crown. 

Swilhin, Sax. Krom the old EnglifhSwitheahn, that 
is, Very high, as Cclfus or Exuperius with the 
Romans. This name hath been taken up in 
honour of Saint Swilhin the holy Bifhop of Win- 
cheller about the year 860, and called the Weep- 
ing Saint Swithin, for that about his feaft Pr^fepe 
and Afelli, rainy conftellations, do arife cofmically, 
and commonly caufe rain. 

T. 

Thisbatd, commonly Tibald, and Thibald, God's 

power, as B. Rhenanus noteth. But certain it is, 



ays cranf-^^l 
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that in our Saxon Pfalter Gemes is al' 
lated by Theod, and in the Englilh-Saxon old 
Annalcs, the Engiifli Nation is often called Engla- 
theod. The famcLipfius in Poliorccticis alHrmeth 
to be in the ancient German Pfalters. So that 
Theobald feemech in his opinion to fignifie power- 
ful, or bold over people. It was the common 
name in the Family of the Gorges; asalfo in the 
Butlers of Ireland, and afterwards in the Verdons, 
by rcafon that Theobald Butler married Rofe, the 
Daughter and Heir of that ancient and noble 
Houfej whofe PoderitVj in regard flie was fo great 
an Heir, bore her (irname. 

Thtadort, Ore. God's gift, now corruptly by Welfh- 
Britains called Tydder. 

Thiodofiut, Gre, the fame with Theodore. 

Theodorh^ Ger. Contradlly, Derric and Terry, 
with the French, Powerable, or Rich in people, 
according to Liprms. 

Tlieiipbitui, Greek. A lover of God. 

T/fomas, Hebr. Botlomlcfs deep, or Twinne. 

Tmnthy, Grc. From Timotheus, Honouring God. 

Tobias., Heb. The Lord is good. 

Trijham, I know notwhether the firft of this name 
was chriftned by King Arthur's fabler. If it 
be the fame which the French call Triftan, it 
Cometh from forrow : for P. vEmilius noteth that 
the fon of Saint Lewes of France, born in the 
heavy forrowful time of his father's imprifonment 
under the Saracens, was named Trillan in the 
fame refpe£t. 

Tartan, Sax. For Truftan, moft true and trufty, u J 
it feemeth. 



I 



f^ahns, Lat. Puiflant. 
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fa/entlne, Lat. The fame. 

f^chtredjGerm. High counfel, ufed in the old Family 
of Raby. From whence the Nevilles. 

fincfnt, Lat. Vittorious, 

f^ital, Lat. He that may live a long life, like to 
Macrobius ; or Lively, the fame that Zofimus in 
Greek. 

y'lvha, Lat. The fame. 

Urhanus, Lat. Courteous, civil. 

Vrian, The fame with George, as I have heard of 
fomc learned Danes. It hath been a common 
name in the Family of Saint Pier of Chefliire, 
now exiinguilhed. 

W. 

Walter, Germ, from VValdher, for fo it is moil 
anciently written, a Pilgrim according to Re- 
ne cci us i others makeita Wood- Lord, or a Wood- 
man, anfwerable to the nameof Silvius, Sitvanus, 
or Silvefter. The old Knglift called a wood, 
Wald, and an Hermite living in the woods, a 
Waldbrooder. But if I may caft my conceit, I 
lake it to be Herwald inverted, as Herric and 
Richer, Winbald and Baldwin. And fo it figni- 
fieth Governour or General of an Army, as He- 
gcfiftratus. See Herman and Harold. 

IValdtu'ni., Some have interpreted out of the German 
tongue, a Conquerour, as Nicholaus and Nico- 
demus, Victor in Latine ; but now we ufe Gawcn 
inftead of Walwyn. Archittenias maketh it 
Walganus in Latine. But if Walwin was a 
Britain, and King Arthur's Nephew, as W. 
Malmefbury noteth, where he fpeaketh of his 
Gyant-like bones found in Wales, I refer the 
fignification to the Britains. 

/fiinff, Jovianus,libr.i."OeAfpiralione,"'draweth 
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But whereas it is written in a 



iS, it may leem mollified from the 
A 11- victorious. Sec 



it from Varro. 
Records Guarii 
Dutch Gerwi: 
Gertrud. 

IViUiam^ Ger. For fweeter found drawn from Wil- 
helm, which is interpreted by Luther, Much De- 
fence, or Defence to many, as Wilwald, Ruling 
many ; Wildred, Much reverent fe;ir, or Awful ; 
Wilfred, Much peace; Willibert, Much inereafe. 
So the French that cannot pronounce W have 
turned it into PhiUi. as Phillibert for Willibert, 
Much brightnefs. Many names, wherein we have 
Will, feem tranflated from the Greek names com- 
pofed of risxi,-, as Polydamas, Polybius, Polyxenus, 
L. &c. Helm yet remaineth with us, and Villi, Willi, 
i^ and Billi yet with the Germans, for Many. Others 
turn William, a willing defender ; and fo it an- 
fwereth the Roman Titus, if it come fromTuendo, 
as fome learned will have it. The Italians, thai 
liked the name, but could not pronounce the W, 
if we may believe Gefner, turned it into Galeazo, 
retaining the fence in part for Helme; But the 
Italians report, that Galeazo, the firft Vifcount of 
Millain, was fo called, for that many Cocks crew 
luftily at his birth. This name hath been moft 
common in England fince King William the Con- 
querour, infomuch that upon a feftival day in the 
Court of King Henry the Second, when Sir Wil- 
liam Saint-John, and Sir William Fitz-Hamon, 
efpecia! Officers, had commanded that none but of 
the name of William fiiould dine in the great 
Chamber with them, they were accompanied with 
an hundred and twenty Williams, all knights, ax 
Robert Montenfis recordeth, Anno II73. 

mifrid^ Sax. Much peace. 

Wimund^ Sax. Sacred peace, or holy peace, as W^j 
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bcrt. Holy and Bright ; for Wi, in Willeramus, 
is trandated Saccr. 

Wtfchard, or Guifcard, Norm. Wilie, and crafty 
ftiifter : (W. Gemiticenfis) Falcandus the Italian 
intcrpreteth it Erro, that is, Wander. But in a 
Norman name I rather believe the Norman 
Writer. 

Wolftan^ Sax. Comely, Decent, as Decentius (Da- 
ft podt us.) 

Wulphir, Sax. Helper, the Saxon name of a King 
of Middle-England, anfwering to the Greek name 
Alexias, or rather Epicurus. The mod famous 
of which name was a hurtful man, albeit he had 
a helpful name. 



Yhtl^ Brit. Contrafled from Eubulus, Good Coun- 

fellour. 
tthtil^ Brit. Likewife contraitcd from Euthalius, 

very flouriOiing. 

Z. 
Xachary, Hebr. The memory of the Lord. 



Christian Names of Women. 

Lea Women, the moft kind Sen, ftioulil conceive unkindneli, 
if they were umiiied, fumewhat of necelTity mull be faid ot 
I heir Names, 

)fBIGAEL., Heb. The father's joy. 
I Jgatha-i (ire. Good, Guth in old Saxon. 
' Agnti, Gre. Chafte, the P'rench write it 
' 1 Latine Ignatia; But I know not why. 
JUthtia^Grc. Verity or Truth. 
Alue, Germ. Abridged from Adeliz, Noble- Sec 



'Eff. ^M 
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Ethelbert. But the French make it 
turning it into Alexia. 

Anna, Heb. Gracious, or merciful. 

Arheloy Heb. God hath revenged, as fomc 
lations have it. (Index Bibliorum 

Adilin, Germ. Noble or dcfcending from Nobles. 

Audry, Sax. It feemeth to be the lame with Etiicl- 
dred, for the firft foundrefs of Ely Church is fo 
called in Latine Hiitories, but by the people in 
thofe parts, S. Audry. See Etheidred. 

Amy, Fr. Beloved, in Latine Amata, the name of 
the ancient King I.atinus' wife. It is written in 
the like fence Amicia, in old Records. ^^ 

Anchoret, (^r. For Anachoreta, Solitary liver, whic^B 
retired her felf from the world to ferve God. ■ 

Avice, Some obferve that as it is written now Avice, 
fo in former times Hawifta, and in elder Ages, 
Helwifa, whereupon they thinlc it detorted from 
Hildevig, that is, Lady-defence, as Lewis is 
wrefted from Lodovicus and Ludwig. 

Aureola, l.at. Pretty little golden dame. 

Anftttfe, Gre. Anaftafia, and that from Anaftalic, as 
Anaftafius, given in remembrance of Chrift'tl 
glorious Re fur relation, and ours in Chrill. ■ 



Barbara, Gre. Strange ; of unknown language, but 
the name refpedled in honour of Saint Barbara, 
martyred for the true profefljon of Chriftian Re- 
ligion, under the Tyrant Maximian, 
Beatrice, Lat. From Beatrix, Blelled. ■ 

Blanch, Fr. White or fair. M 

Brigid, Contraited into Bride, an IriQi name as it 
feemeth, for that the ancient S. Brjgid, was of 
that Nation : the other of Suecia was lately 
canonized about 1400. Quxre. 




I 
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Bertha^ Ger. Bright and famous. See Albc/t. 
Buna, Lat. Good. 
Btnidiaa^ Lat. Blefled. 
Bcnigna, Lat. MJId, and gentle. 




Caffandra, Grc. Inflaming men with love. 

Catharine, Cre. Pure, Chafte. 

Chrijlian^ A name from our Chriftian profciTion 
which the Pagans moft tyrannically perfecuted, 
hating, as Tertullian writeth in his " Apologe- 
tico," a harmlefs name in harmlefs people. 

Clara, Lat. Clear and Bright, the fame with Berta 
and Claricia in later times. 

Cicely, from the Latine, Csecilia, Grey-eyed. 

D. 
Denis, See before, among the names of men. 
Diana, From the Greek Dios, that is, Jove; as Jo- 

vina, or Jove's Daughter, or God's Daughter. 
Dionye, From Diana. 
Dido, A Phccnician name, fignifying a manlike 

woman, [Servius Honoratus.] 
Dorslhye, Gre. The gift of God, or given of God. 
Dorcai. Gre. A Roe-buck. Lucretius, lib. 4, noteth, 

that by this name the amorous Knights were 

wont to falute freckled, warty, and woodden-faced 

wenches, where he faith, 

Czfu Palladlon, nxvofa, & lignea Dom'i. 

Douxe, From the Latine Dulcia, that is,rweet-wench. 

Dau/ahU, Fr. Sweet and fair, fomewhat like Gly- 

cerium. 
Douglas, Of the Scotti(h furname, taken from the 

River Douglas, not long fmcc made a Chriftian 
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'nifjK in England, as Jordan, from the River ( 
tfiat name in the holy Land, was made a Chriftia 
name for men. 



Sec Audrey. 
, Pitiful. 



E. 

ElheUred^ Noble advice. 

Eh, fee Met. 

Eleanor, Deduced from Helci 

Elizb, Heb. God fave. 

Eli^abtlh, Heb. Peace of the Lord, or quiet reft a 
the Lord ; the which England hath found verefiec 
in the moft honoured name of our late Soveraign. 
Mamuan playing with it, maketh it Eiiza-bella. 

Ead) Sax. Drawn from Eadith, in which there is 
fignilication of happinefs. In latter time it was 
written Auda, Ada, Ida, and by Tome Idonea in ■ 
Latine. 1 

Emme, Some will have to be the fame with Amie^ 
in Latine Amata. Paulus Merula faith, it figni- 
fieth a good nurfe, and fo is the fame with Eutro- 
phiine among the Greeks. Roger Hoveden, pag. 
246, noteth that Emma, daughter to Richard the- ■ 
lirlt Duke of Normandy, was called in Saxon^ 
Etgiva, that is, as it feemeth, Help-giver, 

Emmet, A diminutive from Emme. 

Eija, Heb. Giving life. 



Faith. 

Fortuff, The fignification well known. 

Frtdifw'id., Sax. very free, truly free. 

Francis, See Francis before. 

Felice, Lat. Happy. 

Fertiluiit, Lat. 

Fhrince, Lat. Flourifliing. 
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o. 

' Gertrude Gr. All true, and Amiable ; if German 
fignilieth All-man, as moft learned confenc, and 
fo Gerard may fignilie All-hardy. 

[Althamems.] 

Grace; the fignification is well known. 

GriJhiU, Grey Lady, as Gefia, fee Maud. 

Gladufr, Brit, from Claudia. 

Goodbitf Sax. Contrafled from Goodwife, as we now 
ufe Goody : by which name King Henry the 
firrt was nicked in contempt, as William of 
Malmcfbury noteth. 

H. 

Helena, Gre. Pitiful: a name much ufcd in the 
honour of Helena, mother to Conftantine the 
Great, and native of this Ifle, although one only 
Author makcth her a Bithinian, but Baronius 
and our Hiftorians will have her a Britain. 

HawiSf fee Avice. 

I. 
I yane, fee Jaan^ For in 32 Eliz. Reginx, it was 

agreed by the Court of the King's Bench, to be 

all one with Joan. 
yW/ri, Hebr. Praifmg, Confefling: our AnceiVors 

turned it into Juet. 
J^y^^t in Latin Jocofa, Merry, pleafant. 
yaquel, Fr. From Jacoba : fee James. 
Jft'l, a diminutive from Joan ; as little and pretty 

Johan. 
"Joan, fee John. In latter years fome of the better 

and nicer fort, miiliking Joan, have mollified the 

name of Jean into Jane, as it may feem, for that 

Jane is never found in old Records ; and as 
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fome will, never before rhe time of King Henrj 
the eight. Lately, in like fort, fome learned'l 
Johns and Hanfes beyond the Sea have new i 
Chriftned themfelves by the name of Janus. 

Ifahely The fame with Elizabeth ; if the Spaniards J 
do not miftake, which always iranflate Elizabeth 1 
> Ifabel, and the French into Ifabeau, 

Julian, From Julius, Gilian commonly, yet ouri 
"Lawyers," Lib. AfTis. 26, pag, 7, make them^ 
diftima names, I doubt not but upon fome got 
ground. 

K. 
Katbarin, See Catharin. 

Kingiurghf Sax. Strength and defence of her kiiwj 
dred ; as Kinulf, help of her kindred. 



Lellhf^ Lat. Joyfulnefs, mirth. 

Lydia, Gre. Born in that region of Afia. 

Lara, Sax. Difclpline or Learning: but I fuppofe ^ 
rather it is corrupted from Laura, that is, Bay, 
and is agreeable to the Greek name Daphne. 

Lucia, Lat. Lightfome, Bright : a name given firft 
to them that were born when daylight firft 
appeared. J 

Lucrttia, Lat. An honourable name in refpe^ of I 
the chafte Lady Lucretia ; if it, as Lucretius, do 1 
not come from Lucrum, gain, as a good houfe- 
wife. I leave it to Grammarians. Lucrls, a 
wench in Plautus, feemed to have her name from 



thencei whenas he faith i 
quant ivis pretii. 



9 Nomen (^ 
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M. 

Mabtl, Some will have it to be a contradlion oT the 
Italians from Mabella, that is, My fair daughter, 
or maid. Uut whereas it is written in Deeds 
Amabiiia and Mabilia, I think it cometh from 
Amabilis, that is, LoveabJe, or Lovely. 

MagdaUn, Heb. Majeftical. 

Margartt-, Gr. Commonly Marget, Pearl, or pre- 
cious. 

Margiry, Some thinic to be the fame with Mar- 
garet: others fetch it from Marjoria, I know 
not what flower. 

Mary, Heb. Edited. The Name of the BlelTed 
Virgin, who was blefled among womenj becaufe 
of the fruit of her womb. 

Maud^ for Matild, Germ. Matildis, Mathildis, and 
Matilda in Latin, Noble or honourable Lady of 
Maids. Alfric turneth Heroiiia by Hild. So 
Hildebert was, heroically famous ; Hildegard, he- 
roical preferver ; and Hilda was the name of a 
religious Lady in the Primitive Church of Eng- 
land! 

Melicint^ Fr. Honey-fweet 

Meraudf Ufed anciently in Cornwall; from the 
precious Hone called the Emeraud. 

Muriel^ from the Greek Muron, Sweet perfume. 

N. 
Neji, ufed in Wales for Agnes. See Agnes. 
Niehala^ See Nicholas. 
Nicia, Gre. viilorious. 

O. 
Olymplas, Ore. Heavenly. 
Orabilii^ Lat. Eafily intreated. 
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Ptnehpf, Gre. The name of the moft patient, true^fl 
conftant, and chalte wife of UlylTes, which v 
given to her for that fhe carefully loveii and fed 
thofe birds with purpure necks, called Penelopes. 

Pernel, from Petronilla, Pretty Hone, as Piere and 
Perkin, (trained out of Petre. The firft of this . 
name was the daughter of St. Peter. 

Prifca, Lat. Ancient. 

Prtfcilla, A diminutive from Prifca, 

Prudence, Lat. Whom the CJreeks call Sophia, tli j 
is, Wifdom, 

Phillppa, See Philip. 

Philadelphia, Gre. A lover of her fifters , 
brethren. 

Phil/iif Gre. Lovely, as Amie in Latia 

Polyxena, Gre. She that will entertain many gueflt 
and {{rangers. 



. Radegunde., Sax. Favourable counfel. Hadrianus 
Junius tranllateth Gund, Favour ; fo Gunther, 
Favourable Lord ; Gunderic, Rich, or mighty in 
favour, &c, 

Rachel^ Heb. A flieep. 

Rebecca, Heb. Fat and full. 

Rofamund, Rofe of the world, or Rofe of peace. J 
See in the Epitaphs. 

Rafe, Of that fair flower, as Sufan in Hebrew. 



Sabinn, As chaile and religious as a Sabine, who] 

had their name from their worftipping of God. 
Sanchin, Lat. From San£ta, that is, holy. 
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Sarah, Hcb. Lady, Miftrefs, or Dame. 

ScholaJlUa, Gre. Leafurc from bufinel's. 

Sufan., Hebr. Lilly, or Rofe. 

SiJIey, Sec Csefilia. 

Sophmnia, Gre. Modeft, and temperate. 

Sibyl/, Gre. God's counfcl ; others draw it from 
Hebrew, and will have it to fignific Divine 
Doilrine (Peucerus). 

Sophia, Gre. Wifdom ; a name peculiarly applyed 
by the Primitive Chriftians to our moil blefled 
Saviour, who is the wifdom of his Father 
(EpilUe to the Hebrews), by whom all things 
were made. And therefore fome godly men do 
more than diflike it as irreligious, that it Ibuuld 
be communicated to any other. 



raiitha, Heb. Roe-buck. 

Tamefin, or Tliamafin. See Thomas. 

Thtedofia. Gr. God's-gift. 

Tace, Be filent, a (it name to admoniih that fex of 

filence. 
Temperance, Lat. The (ignilication known to all. 



yenusy Lat Coming to all, as Cicero derived it, i 
Vcnicndo, a fit name for a good wench. But for 
fhame it is turned of fotne to Venice. In Greek 
Venus was called Aphrodirc, not from the foam 
of the Sea, but, as Euripides faith, from Aphor- 
fune, that is, Mad folly. 

Vrfuia, LaL A little Bear. A name heretofore of 
great reputation in honour of Urfula, the Britain 
Virgin-Saint, martyred under God's fcourge, 
Attila King of the Hunns, 
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IValbtirg^ Gracious, the fame with Eucharia i 
Greek {Luther), We have turned it into War- j 
burg. Of which name there was an holy woman [ 
of our Nation, to whofe honour the Cathedral \ 
Church at Chefter was confecrated. 

mnffrid. Sax. Win, or get peace. If it be a Britifli | 
word, as fome think it to be, and written Guin- \ 
Frid, it fignitietb Fair and Beautiful countenance. 
Verily Winfred, a native of this Ille, which ; 
preached the Gofpel in Germany, was called ] 
Boniface; but whether for his good face, or . 
good deeds, judge you. 

Other ufual names of women I do not call to 
remembrance at this time, yet I know many 
other have been in ufe in former ages among us, 
as Dervorgild, Sith, Amphilas, &c. And alfo 
Nicholea, Laurentia, Richarda, Guilielma, Wil- , 
mctta, drawn from the names of men, in which 
number we yet retain Philippa, Philip, Francifca, ■ 
Francis, Joanna, Jana, &c. 

Thefe F.nglifli-Saxon, German, and othernamoi 1 
may be thought as fair and as fit for men and \ 
women, as thofe moll ufual Prxnomina among the ' 
Romans ; Aulus, for that he was nourilhed of the i 
Gods i Lucius, for him that was born in the dawn- 
ing of the day \ Marcus, for him that was born in 
March ; Manius, for him that was born in the ] 
morning ; Cneus, for him that had a wart ; Servius, 
for him that was born a flave ; QuiniSius, for hin 
that was fifth born, &c. And our women's names, 
more gracious than their Rutilic, that is Red-hed ; 
Cxfilia, that is, Grey-eyed ; and Caia, the moft 
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nmon name of ail among them Cignifying Joy) 
for that Caia Cefilia, the wife of King Tarquinius 
Prifcus, was the beft diltatt-wife and fpiiifter among 
them. 

Neither do I think in this comparifon of names, 
that any will prove like the Gentleman, who, di(- 
tailing our names, preferred King Arthur's age 
before ours, for the gallant, brave, and itately names 
then ufed ; as Sir Orfon, Sir Tor, Sir ^uadragan, 
Sir Dinadan, Sir Launceiut, &c. which came out 
of that forge out of the which the Spaniard forged 
the haughty and lofty name Traquitantos for 
his Giant, which he fo highly admired, when he 
had ftudied many days and odde hours, before he 
could hammer out a name fo conformable to luch 
3 perfon as he in imagination then conceited. 
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SURNAMES given for difference of fami- 
ly lies, and continued as hereditary in fami- 
; lies, were ufed in no nation anciently 
■ but among the Romuns, and that after 
the league of union with the Sabines j for the con- 
firmation whereof It was covenanted that the Ro- 
mans ihould prefix Sabine names before their own, 
and likewife the Sabines Roman names. At which 
time Romulus toot the Sabine name of Quirinus, 

' In this chaplcr, as in the preceding, my editorial remarka 
will be frw, foe the limple rca Ion, that were I to enlar^ upon 
the ratious and highly fuggeltive topics it comprifes, I Ibuuld 
unduly fwe 11 the milk of this volume, and then only re pro - 
duM what I have already given to the public In my " Englilh 
Surnames " (» vols, poll Bvo. 3rd edit. J. R. Smith, 1849). 
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becaufe he ufed to carry a fpear, which the Sa 
called Quiris, Thcfe afterward were called N 
na Gentilitia, and Cognomina ; as the former were 
called Prsenomina. The French and we termed 
them Surnames, not becaufe they are names of the 
Sire, or the father, but becaufe they are fuper- 
added to Chrillian names, as the Spaniards call 
them Rcnombres, as Renames. 

The Hebrews, keeping memory of their Tribe, 
ufed in their genealogies, in ftead of Surnames, the 
name of their father with Ben, that is, Son, as 
Melchi Ben-Addi, Addi Ben-Cofam, Cofom Ben- 
Elmadam, &c. So the Grxcians/lica^ii; tqu Aaiiahoi/, 
Icarus, the fon of Dxdalus; Dxdalus, the fon of 
Eupalmus ; Eupalmus, the fun of Metion. 

The like was ufed among our anceftors the 
Englifh, as Ceonred, Ceolwalding, Ceoldwaid, 
Cuthing, Cuth, Cuthwining; that is, Ceonred, 
fon of Ceolwald ; Ceolwald, fon of Cuth ; Cuth, 
fon of Cuthwin, &c. And this is obferved by 
'■ William of Malmefbury, where he noteth that the 
fon of Eadgar was called Eadgaring, and the fon of 
Edmund, Edmunding.* 

The Britains in the fame fence with Ap for 

Since the GiA nliiion of that nork appeared in iS 41, there 
have been feveral labourers in the fame rield, boih in England 
and America. I may add that I have long had in preparation 
an extcnjlve Di^ionary of Btitifh Family Names, which, in 
addition to the etymology of many ihoufands of our liirnames, 
nil! contain notes on the anliauity of the rcfficftive families, 
(whether indigenous or of foreign origin,) variations of orlbo- 
gmphy, traditions, anecdoieii, Sec. To this laborious under- 
taking I beg the aid of Tuch readers of the prelcnt volume t* 
may have made old Englilh patronymics their fludy. 

' Much very curioui information is contained in Mr. J. M. 
Kcinhle's effay " On the Names, Surnames, and Nicknames 
of the Anglo Saxoni, iS^-fi." 
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Mabi as Ap Owen, Owen Ap Harry, Harry Ap 
Rhefe: as the Irilh with their Mac i as Donald 
Mac Neale, Neale Mac Con, Con Mac Dermott, 
&c. And the old Normans with Fitz for Filz; as 
John Fitz-Robert, Robert Fitz-Richard, Richard 
Fitz-Raph, &c. The Arabians only, as one learned & 
noteth, ufed their fathers' names without their own I 
forename; as Aven-Pace, Aven-Rois, Aven-Zoar, 
that is, the fon of Pace, Rois, Zoar : As if Pace had 
a fon at his circumcifion named Haly, he would be 
called Aven-Pace, concealing Haly ; but his fon, 
howfoever he were named, would be called Aven- 
Haly, 5:c. So Surnames pafling from father to 
fon, and continuing to their iJTue, were not an- 
ciently in ufe among any people in the world. 

Yet to thefe fmgle names were adjoyned often- 
times other names, as Cognomina, or Soubriquetts, 
as the French call them ; and By-names, or Nick- 
names, as we term them, if that word be indifi^erent 
to good and bad, which (iWl did die with the bearer, 
and never defcended to pofterity. That we may ] 
not exemplihe in other nations (which would afford 
great plenty), but in our own. King Eadgar was 
called the Peaceable ; King Ethelred, the Unready ; 
King Edmund, for his Valour, Iron-fide; King 
Harold, the Hare-foot ; Eadric, the Streona, that is, 
the Getter or Streiner; Siward, the Degera, that 
is, the Valiant; King William the firlt, Baftard j 
King William the Second, Roufe, that is, the Red; 
King Henry the firft, Beauclarke, that is. Fine 
Scholar. So in the houfe of Anjou, which obtained 
the Crown of England, Geffrey, the firft Earl of 
Anjou, was furnamed Grifogonel, that is. Grey- 
cloak; Fulco hisfon, Nerra; his grandchild, Rechin, 
for his extortion. Again, his grandchild, Plan- 
tagenet, for that he ware commonly a broom-ftalk 
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in his bonnet; his fon Henry the fecond, King of 1 
England, Kitz-EmprefTe, becaufe his mother was 
Emprefs ; his foci King Richard had for furnamc 
Caeurde Lion, for his Lion-like courage; as John 
was called Sans-tcrre, that is, Without land : Co 
that wheieas thefe names were never taken up by 
the fon, I know not why any fliould think Plan- 
tagenet to be the furname of the Royal Houfc of 
England, albeit in late years many have fo accounted 
it. Neither is it lefs ftrangc why fo many ihould 
think Theodore, or Tydur, as they contrafl it, to 
be the furname of the Princes of this Realm ftncc . 
King Henry the feventh. For albeit Owen Ap J 
Meredith Tydur, which married Katherine, the I 
daughter of Charles the fixth, King of France, was ' 
grandfather to King Henry the feventh, yet that 
Tydur or Theodore was bur the ChriHian name of 
Owen'sgrandfather. For Owen's faiherwas Mere- 
dith ap I'ydur, ap Grono, ap Tydur, who ail with- 
out Surnames iterated Chriftian names, after the 
old manner of the Britains, and other nations here- 
tofore noted, and fo lineally deduced his pedigree 
from Cadwallader, King of the Britains, as was 

md by Commiifion direfled to Griffin ap Lc- 
n Owen, John King, and other learned 

■n, both Englifh and Welch, in the feventh year ■ 
of the faid King Henry the feventh, J 

Likewife in theline Royal of Scotland, Milcolme, I 
or Malcolme was furnamed Canmore, that is, Great J 
head; and his brother Donald, Ban, that is, white; 
Alexander the tirll, the Proud j Malcolme the 
fourth, the Virgin ; William his brother, the Lion. 
As amongft the Princes of Wales, Brochvail 
Schitrauc, that is, Gaggtothed ; Gurind Barmb- 
truch, that is. Spade-bearded ; Elidir Cofcorvaur, 
that is, Heliodor the Great h oufe- keeper } and fo 
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in Ireland, Murogh Duff, that is, Black ; Roo, that 
is, Red i Ncmoliah, that is, full of wounds ; Ban, 
that is, white; Gaiieloc, that is, Fetters ; Reogh, 
Brown i Moyle, Bald.' 

To fcek, therefore, the ancient Surnames of the 
Royal and mod ancient families of Europe, is to 
feeit that which never was. And therefore greaily 
are they deceived which think Valoys to have been 
the furname of the late French Kings, or Borbon 
of this prefent King, or Habsburg, or Auftriac, of 
the Spanifti King ; or Steward, of the late Kings of 
Scotland, and now of Britain ; or Oldenburg, of the 
Danilh : For (as all know tiiat have but Itpped of 
Hiftories) Valoys was but the Appenage and Earl- 
dom of Charles, younger foil to Philip the Second, 
from whom the late Kings defcended : fo Borbon 
was the inheritance of Robert, a younger Ton to St. 
Lewes, of whom this King is defcended. Hadiburg 
and Auftria were but the old poffeflions of the 
Emperoursand Spaniih Progenitours. Steward was 
but the name of office to Walter, who was high 
Steward of Scotland, the Progenitor of Robert, 
firft King of Scots of that family, and of the King 
our Sovereign. And Oldenburg was but the Earl- 
dom of Chriftian, the firft Danifh King of this 
Family, eleifted about 14+8. But yet Plantagenet, 
Steward, Valois, Borbon, Habsburg, Sic. by pre- 
fcription of time have prevailed fo far, as they are 
now accounted furnames. But for iurnames of 
Princes, well faid the learned Mercus Salon de 
Pace. " Reges cognomine non utuntur, eorum t 
cognomina non funt necelTaria, proui in aliis in- ^ 



' " Sumamn," a privately printed volume, by B, Homer 
Dixon, Efq. of Bofton, U.S. (gvo. 1857), contains a large 
number of layal agnomina in various countries in Europe. 
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ferioribus, quorum ipfa cognomina. agnarionum 2C 

familiarum memorJam tutantur." 

About the year of our Lord looo (that we may 
not minute out the time) furnamcs began to be 
taken up in France, as may feem by this fpecial in- 
llance. " Theodoret Roy dc la France Orientale, 

, aflembler grofle Armee pour pafler en la Greece, & 
jufques a Conrtantinoplc, mener guerre a 1' Em- 
pereur JuIUnian, n' ayani autre querelle a luy que 
de ce, qu' entre fes autrcs tiltres par fes Chartres, 
&c. il mettoit celuy de France, felon Tancienne 
fa^on des Romains, qui pernoient pour fe honorer 
les furnoms des nations & peuples qu'ils avoint 
vaincus ou Toubmls," &c. But not in England till 
about the time of the Conqueft, or elfe a very little 

- before, under King Edward the Confeflbur, who 
was ail Frenchiticd. And to this time do the 
Scottifti men alfo ri-'fer the antiquity of their fur- 
names, although Buchanan (uppofed that they were 
not in ufe in Scotland many years after. 

Yet in England, certain it is, that as the better 
fort, even from theConqueli, by little and little took 
furnames, (o they were not fetled amon^ the com- 
mon people fully, until about the time of King 
Edward the Second ; but Hill varied according to 
the father's name, as Richardfon, if his father were 
Richard ; Hodgefon, if his father were Roger, or 
in fome other refpett; and from thenceforth began 
to be cftablifhed (fome fay by ftatute) in their pof- 
tcrity. 

Perhaps this may feem ftrange to fome Englil 
men and Scottifli men, who, like the Arcadi 
think their furnames as ancient as the Moon, t 
the leaft to reach many an age beyond the Con- 
queft. But they which think it moft ftrange (I 
fpeak under corredion), 



t they will hardly . 
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find any furname which defcended to pofterity be- 
fore that lime: Neither have they Ceen (I fear) 
any deed or donation before the Conqueft, but (ub- 
figned with crofTes and fingle names without fur- 
names, in this manner, in England,)^ Ego Eadredus 
coniirmavi; "J^Ego Edmunduscorroboravi; >J"Ego 
Sigarius conclufi ; »Ji Ego Olfftanus confolidavi, &c. 
Likcwife for Scotland, in an old book of Durefme, 
in the Charter, whereby Edgar, Ton of King Mal- 
colm, gave Lands near Coldingham to that Church, 
in ihc year 1097, the Scottilh Noblemen witnelTes 
thereunto, had no other furnamcs than the Chrif- 
tian names of their fathers : Eor thus they figned, , 
S. fJiGulti lilii Meniani, S. i^Cuiverti filii Done- ^ 
cani, S. •fi Olavi filii Oghe, &c. As for my felf, I ii 
never hitherto found any hereditary furname before I 
the Conqueft, neither any that I know; and yet [ 
both I my felf anddiverswhom I know, have pored 
and pulled upon many an old Record and evidence 
to fatisfie our felves herein ; and for my part 1 will 
acknowledge my felf greatly indebted to them that 
will clear this doubt. 

But about the time of the Conquelt, I obferved 
the very primary beginning, as it were, of many 
furnames which are thought very ancient, when, 
as it may be proved, that their very lineal Pro- 
genitors bare other names within thefc fix hun- 
dred years. Mortimer and Warren arc accounted 
names of great antiquity, yet the father of the firft 
Roger, furnamed de Mortimer, was Walterus 
de Sanflo Martino; which Walter was brother 



to William, who had afl'umed the furnam 



dc 1 



Warrena, He that firft took the furname of J 
Moubray (a Family very eminent and noble) was 1 
Roger, ion of Nigel de Albani; which Nigel was ' 
brother to William de Albani, Progenitor to the 
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irfl took the^l 



antient Earls of Arundel. He that firft t 
name of Clifford from his habitation was the Ton 
of Richard, fon of Puntz, a noble Norman, who 
ic.T- had no other name. The firft Lumley was fon of 
[",Z. an ancient Englifti man, called Liwulph. The 
firft Giftard, from whom they of Buckingham, the 
Lords of Brimeslieid, and others defcended, was 
the fon of a Norman, called Oftiert dc Bolebec. 
The firft Windfor, defcended from Walter, the 
fon of Otherus Caflcllan of Windfor. The firft 
who took the name of Shirley was the fon of 
Sewall, defcended from Fulcher, without any other 
name. The firft Nevill (of them which are now) 
from Robert, the fon of Maldred, a Branch of an 
old Englifli Family, who married Ifabel, the daugh- 
ter and heir of the NevHs, which came out of 
Normandy. The firft Lovel came from Gonel de 
Perceval, The firft Montacute was the fon of 
Drogo Juvenis, as it is in Record. The firft 
Stanley, of the now Earls of Derby, was likewife 
fon to Adam de Aldeleigh or Audley, as it is in 
the old Pedegree in the Eagle tower of Latham. 
And to omit others, the firft that took the name of 
de Burgo, or Burk in Ireland, was the fon of an 
Englifli man, called William Fitz Aldelme j as the 
'•- firft of the Giraldines alfo in that Countrey was the 
w. fon of an Englilh man, called Girald of Windfor. 
In many more could I exemplifie, which fliortly 
ii.ia jfjg,. (i^g conqueft took thefe furnames, when either 
■'"■ their fathers had none at all, or elfc moft different ; 
whatfoever fome of their pofterity do overween of 
the antiquity of their names, as though in the con- 
tinual mutability of the world, converfion of ftates, 
and fatal periods of Families, five hundred years 
were not fufticient antiquity for a Family or name, 
when as but very few have reached thereunto. 
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In that authcntical Record of the Exchequer 
called Domefday, furnames arc firft found, brought 
in then by the Normans, who not long before firft 
took them : but moft noted with De fuch a place, 
as Godefridus de Mannevilla i A. de Grey; Wal- 
lerus de Vernon ; Robert de Oily, now Doyly ; AI- 
bericius de Vere ; Radulphus de Pomerey ; Gofce- 
linus de Dive ; Robertus de Bufle ; Guilielmus de 
Moiun ; R. de Braiofe j Kogerus de Lacy ; Gifle- 
bertus de Venablcs : or with Filius, as Ranulphus 
filius Afculphi ; Guilielmus filius Olberni ; Richar- 
dus filius Gifleberti : or elfe with the name of their 
office, as Eudo Dapiferj Guil. Camerarrus ; Her- 
vxus Legatus ; Gidefaertus Cocus -, Radulphus 
Venator : but very many with their Chriftian names 
only, as Olaft", Nigellus, Euftachius, Baldricus, with 
fingle names, are noted laft in every Shire as men 
of leall account, and as all, or moll, underholders 
fpecified in that Book. 

But (hortly after, as the Romans of better fort v 
had three names according to that of Juvenal "Tan- ^ 
quam habeas tna nomiiia," and that of Aufonius, ^ 
*'Tria nomina nobiliorum :" So it feemed a difgrace 
for a Gentleman to have but one fingle name, as the 
meaner Ibrt and ballards had. Fur the daughter 
and heir of Fitz Hamon, a great Lord, (as Robert of 
Gloucefter, in the Library of the induftrtous Anti- 
quary Mafter John Stow writeth,) when King 
Henry the Firft would have married her to his bafe 
fon Robert, flie firft refufmg anfwcred : 

'■ It wrre lo me a gtcat fhame, 

To have 3 Lord withouten hih i«a name." 

Whereupon the King his father gave him the 
name of Fitz Roy, who after was Earl of Gloccfter, 
and the only Worthy of his Age in England. 



To reduce fi 






1 Method is matter m^ 
a Ramift,' who fhould haply find it to be a Typo- 
cofiny: I will plainly fet down from whence the moft 
have been deduced, as far as I can conceive, hoping 
to incurr no oft'eiice herein with any perfon, when I 
proteil in all fincerity, that 1 purpole nothing lefs 
than to wrong any whofoever. The end of this 
fcribling labour tending only to maintain the ho- 
nour of our names againll fome Italianated, who, 
admiring ftrange names, do difdainfully condemn 
their own Country names, which I doubt not but I 
fhall effeiS with the learned and judicious, to whom 
I fubmit all that I flial! write. 

The moft furnamesi in number, the moft anciei 
and of beft account, have been local, deduced troni' 
places in Normandy, and the Countries confining; 
being either the patrimonial polTcflions, or native 
places of fuch as I'erved the Conquerour, or came in 
after out of Normandy ; as Mortimer, Warren, Al- 
ti'S'iyi Percy, Gournay, Devereux, Tankervil, Saint 
Lo, Argentine, MarmJon, aaint Maurc, Bracy, 
Maigny, Nevil, Ferrers, Harecourt, Bafkervile. 
Mortaign, Tracy. Beaufo, Valoyns, Cayly, Lucy, 
Montfort, Bonv'iie, Bovil, Auranch, &c. Neither is 
there any Village in Normandy thiit gave not deno- 
mination to fome Family in England; in which 
number are all names having the French De, Du, 
Des, De la prefixt, and beginning or ending with 
Font, Fant, Beau, Sain£t, Mont, Bois, Aux, £ux, 
Vail, Vaux, Cort, Court, Fort, Champ, and Vill, 
which is corruptly turned in fome into Feld, 



' The Ramifti were the fqllo 
anli-Ariftotelian logic mired a g 
fiiy of ParLi. He «as killed Ti 
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Balkerfeld, Somerfeld, Dangerfeld, Turblcfeld, 
Greenteld, Sackfeld j for Baikervil, Somervil, Dan- 
gervil, Turbervil, Greenvil, Sackvil ; and in others 
into Well, as Bofwell for Boflevil. Frefhwel for 
Freflivil. As that I may note in pafTage, the Polo- m 
I Nobility take their names from places adding " 
Skie or Ki thereunto. 

Out of places in Britain came the Families of 
Saint Aubin, Morley, Dinant, lately called Dinham ; 
as alfo of Dole, Balun, Conqueft, Vallort, Lafccils, 
Bluet, &e. 

Out of other parts of France, from places of the 
fame names, came Courtney, Corby, Bollein, Cre- 
vccuer. Saint Legcr, Bohun, Saini George, Saint 
Andrew, Chaworth, Saindt Quintin, Gorges, Vil- 
liers, Cromar, Paris, Reims, CreiTy, Fimes, Beau- 
mont, Coignac, Lyons, Chalons, Chaloner, Ef- 
tampes, or Stampes, and many more. 

Out of the Netherlands came the names of Lo- 
vaine, Gaunt, Ipres, Bruges, Malines, Odingfels, 
Tournay, Doway, Buers, Keke ; and in later Ages 
Dabridgecourt, Robfert, Many, Grandifon, Sic. 

From places in England and Scotland inHniie 
Hkewife. For every 1 own, Village, or Hamlet 
hath afforded names to Families ; as Derbylhire, 
Lancafliire, (do not look that I fliould, as the No- 
menclators in old time, marfhal every name accord- 
ing to his place) Efiex, Murray, Clifford, Stafford, 
Barkley, Leigh, Lea, Haftings, Hamleton, Gordon, 
Lumley, Douglas, Booth, Clinton, Heydon, Clcy- 
don, Hicham, Henningham, Popham, Ratclifte, 
Markham, Seaton, Framingham, Pagrave, Cotton, 
Carie, Hume, Poinings, Goring, Prideaux, Windfor, 
Hardes, Stanhope, Sydenham, Needham, Dimoc, 
Winnington, AUington, Dacre, Thaxton, Whitney, 
Willoughby, Apfeley,Crew,Knivetem,Wemworth, 
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FanQiaw, Wodcrington, Manwood, Fetherfton 
And laftly. Penruddock, Tremain, Trevoire, Killi- 
grew, Rofcarrec, Carminow, and mo(V Families in J 
Cornwall, of whom 1 have heard this Rythme : 



Which fignifie a Town, a Heath, a Pool. 
Church, a Caftie, or City, and a Foreland, or Pro- ] 
montory. 

In like fort many names among the Romans were ' 
taken from places, as Tarquinius, Gabinus, Volfcius, 
Vatinius, Norbanas, from Tarquini, Gabii, Volfcj, 
Vatia, Norba, Towns in Italie, as Sigonius and 
others before him have obferved i and Ukewifc 
Amerinus, Carrinas, Mecenas, as Varro noteth. 
So Ruricius, Fonteius, Fundanus, Agellius, Sic, 
Generally, all thele following are local names, and ' 
all which have their beginning or termination in 
them, the fignifications whereof, for the moft part, 
are commonly known. To the reft now unknown, 
I will adjoyn fomewhat briefly out of Alfricus and 
others, referving a more ample explication to I 
proper place.' 



Abent^ a fteep place. 
Aker, drawn from the 

Latine Ager. 
Ay^ vide Eye. 



Bac^ French, a Ferry. 



Bach, the fame which 
Bee a River, [Mun- 
fter.] 

Sij/n, a Bathe. 

Banck. 

Barn. 

Barrow, vide Burmw. 



' VerAegan eivcs a fimilar lift derived from trivial localities, . 
id a third nilT be found inmjr EDglilh Surnames, rol, i.p. 61. ' 
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V Bathi. 


nounced in the South 


Buch. 


parts Bury, in other 


Beam, a Trunck, or 


Burgh and Brough,and 


ftock of a tree. 


often Berry and Bar- 


Beak or Btc (as 5fl^A) 


row. Alfricus. 


ufed in the North. 


Btrn or Burn, a River. 


Sm/, a place where 


BBltie, a houfe in the 


rufhes grow. 


North parts. Alfricus 


Btarn, a wood, jB«i/a, 


turncth it -Edes, and 


lib. 4, cap. 2. 


j^dilis. Bottle ward. 


Bertan, or Barton. 


Booth 


_ Btrry, a Court. Others 


Bridge. 


H make it a hill from the 


Erome-fieU. 


H Dutch word. Berg, 


Brunn, a Fountain from 


^M Tome take it to be the 


Burn.' 


^1 fame with Burrnt; 


Briewr, Fr. an Heath. 


■ and only varied in Dia- 


Brough. Sec Burrough, 


■ lea. 


Bury. Sec Burrow. 


^ B<rar*, Acervus, as Stanc 


Burgh. Sec Burrawgh. 


Beorh.Lapidumacer- 


Burn^ vide Born. 


vus. 


Bujh. 


Biggin, a building. 


Buts. 


fie/-/, from the Dutch 


c. 


Bal, a Kenne. 


Catr, Brit, a fortified 


fij'^, From the Hebrew 


Place or City. 


Beth, an habitation, 


Campe. 


(Alfricus.)' 


CaptU, the fame with 


Bcis, Fr. a Wood. 


Chapell.^ 


^^ Barraugh, from the La- 


Car, a low watery place 


K tine B urgus, a fortified 


where Alders do grow, 


^1 place or defence, pro- 


or a Poo!. 


' By, a dwelling. Danifh. ^^H 


' More probably from the Fr. brun, referring to complexion. ^^H 


' But Capcl a a parilh in Surrey ; airo a ftrong horfe. Lai. ^^^| 


CabtUm. ^^^^M 
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CarneS'i the fame with 
ftones. 

Caftell 

Cafter^ Chefter^ Cejier, 
Chajler^ the fame va- 
ried in Diale6l, a City 
or walled place derived 
from Caftrum, 

Cave, 

Church. 

Chanel, 

Chapel, 

Chaje, 

Cleyy or Clay, 

Covey a fmall creek. 

Cliffej and Cleve, 

Clough^ a deep defcent 
between hills. 

Cob,, a forced harbour for 
Ships, as the Cob of 
Linne in Dorfetftiire. 

Cope,, The top of a high 
hill. 

Combe,, 2L word in ufe both 
in PVance and England 
for a valley between two 
high hills. Nicotius, 

Cote, 

Court. 

Covert y French, a flia- 
dowed place or ihade. 

Cragge, 

Creeke. 

Crofty Tranflated by Ab- 
boFloriacenfis in Pra- 
diumy a Farm. Our 



Anceftours would fay 
proverbially of a very 
poor man, that ^' He 
had neToft neCroft." 
Crofs. 

D. 

Dale. 

Delle^ a dike. 

Deney a fmall valley, con- 
trary to Doun, 

Deepes. 

Derne. See Terne. 

Ditchy or Difli. 

Dike. 

Dook, 

Don J corruptly fometime 
for Ton, or Town. 

Dony and Doun^ all one, 
varied in pronuncia- 
tion : a high hill, or 
Mount. [Alfricus.] 

E. 

Eftery a walk. 

, Ende. 

\ Ey^ 2i watery place, as 
the Germans ufe now 
Jiv. Ortellius. Al- 
fricus tranflateth Am^ 
nis into Ea or Eye. 

F. 
Farm, 
Field. 

Felly Sax. Crags, barren 
and ftony hills. 
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H Ftmt. 

■ FUtl, i. fmall ftreatn. 


Ham, Manfio [Beda], ^H 
which we call now ^^H 


■ /'a/^. 


Home, or houfe; often ^H 


■ Ford. 

/(»«/, or Funt, a fpring. 
/•«>*, a plain amidft 


abridged into Am. ^^H 

Hatch. ^H 

Hawgh, or Hnvgh, a ^^H 

green plot in a valley, ^^| 

as they ufe it in the ^^| 


^L woods; but in Scot- 


North. ^H 


■ land a ftreight between 


//n^, Fr. a hedge. ^^H 


H two lands, from the 


//^W, and Heueth, a ^H 


H Latinc Fretum. 

1 <^ 

1 Garnet, a great Granary. 
GtfrrA, a yard. 


Foreland, Promontory, ^^| 

or high place. ^^H 

Hea(Jge. ^H 

^^r//. See Hurjl. ^H 
H.T'ir, Sax. a houfe. ^H 


Gflf/. 


Beda, who tranllates ^^| 


Gill, a fmall water. 


lyhilhern, Candida ^H 


GAn, VVelfh, a dale. 


^/>/^. ^H 


Gorji, buflies. 


/f/'M, a haven. [AL ^H 


Orangey Fr. a barn (Ni- 
COtius). 


M^c, fa much Land as ^^| 


Grave, a ditch or trench. 


one plough can plow ^^H 


or rather a wood, for 


a year. ^H 


in that fence I have 


Hilt, often in compori- ^H 


read Gra^a in old 


tion changed into Hull ^^| 


deeds. 


and £//. ^H 


Gravtt, the fame with 


Holme, plain graflie ^H 


Grove. 
Green. 


ground upon warer ^^| 
fides or in the water. ^^H 


Griwe. 


Holt, a wood, Memus, ^^H 


H. 
Hale, or Hanle, from the 


[Aifricus.] ^H 
Hold, a tenement, or the ^^| 


Latine Jula-, in Tome 


fame with Holt. ^^H 


names turned into /fll. 


Hcpf,thc fide of an hill; ^H 





PUl 


^^^^H 


H^H^^^^^^^^^I 


^^^^ 


^_^^^^^^^^ 
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but in the North, a 


^H 




low ground amidft the 


Land, [a heath]. ^" 




tops of hills. 


Lan.. 




HotVy or floa, an high 


Lath, a Barn among 




place. 


them of Lincolnshire. 




Horn. See Hurn. 


Laund, a plain among 




Hcufi. 

Hull. See Hill. 


trees. 




Law, a hill; in ufc 




Hunt. 


among the hither ^h 




Hurn, or Hyrn, a corner. 


Scottifh men. ^1 




[Alfricus.] 


Le, Brit, a place. H 




Hurji, or HrJ, a wood. 
I. 


Z,i7, and Leigh, the fame, ^H 

or a paOure. ^1 

L'lys, Brit, a place. H 




Ing, a Meadow or low 


/:^^f. See Lade. ^1 




ground [Ingulphusj ; 


iflf*, a place where ^ 




and the Danes ftiU 


Rivers are flopped, or 




ufe it. 


a Lake, as the word 




IJle, or He. 


is ufcd in the Norrh ^^ 
parts. ^H 




K. 


Loppe [Salebra], an un. ^H 




Kay, a landing place, a 


even place which can- ^^| 




wharf; the old Glof- 


not be palTed without ^^| 




fary Kai'i, Cancel/!. 


leaping. ^^| 




Kap. 


Z.£uW, the fame with ^H 




Knail, the top of a hill. 


Loi^W. H 




Kyri, a Church, from 


^H 




the Greek Kuriace— 


■ 




that is, the Lord's 


March, a limit, or con- ^H 




houfe. 


Bnes. ^H 




L. 


J/<]r><r. ^B 




Lade (a word ufual in 


J/«ff^. ^H 




the Fens), Parage of 


A/.f^w. ^H 




waters. AqueedvRvs, 


Meei. Medows. ^^| 




in the old GlolTarv, is 
tranflated IVaUr-tada. 


yl/^r.. ■ 




Merjh. ^^^ 



^■■la 
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M4ml,or Mtml,mtioi- 


__^^ 


man French, % man- 


^^^^B 


fion houfe. 


^^^^B 


MiU. 


^^^^B 


M)n.. 


Priy, Fr. a Meadow. ^^^^^H 


M'tnJ}tr, contrafled from 


PWnn^J, the fame with ^^| 


Mimafltry ; in the 


^H 


North Moufttr^ in the 




South Mijttr. 
Mm. 


M,[,. 


^^^H 


k Mm. 


^^^M 


■ Miutb, where a River 


JZ>V^r, and Rig. ^^1 


■ faUeth into the Sea. or 


ij/n^, an enclofure- ^^H 


H into another water. 


Read. ^^1 


■ 


Jiiif, Fr. a llreeti Raw ^H 


■ 


in the North. ^H 


^ Ntfi, a Promontory, for 


£>i, Brit, a Heath. ^H 


that it runneth into 


/f>, Fr. from Rive, a ^H 


the Sea as a nofe. 


fhorc, coalf, or hanlt. ^H 


tltr,, the fame with 


RiU, a fmall brook. ^H 


_ North. 


Rilhy, Brit, from Rith, ^H 


K 


a ^H 


■ 


^^1 


■ Orchard. 


^1 


■ Owr, and contraaiyOrr. 


Sa/r, Fr. a Hall, an en- ^H 


■ 




1 


Sand, or Sands. ^^H 


■ P,c,. 


Scarr, a cragzy, Hony ^^| 


■ Park,. 


H 


H Ptn^ Brit, the top of an 


£r/r. Habitation or feat. ^^| 




[Ortelius.] ^B 


Pitti. 


$c»>/;,afpring. See.fM/. ^B 


Pluci. 


Shaw, many trees near ^^| 


Plal, Ft. Plain eround. 


rogether, or Ihadow of ^^M 


_ Pk,n. 


^^^^^H 



^^^U3H^H 
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Sho/tffw. 


Sted, from the Dutch ^H 


Shea!, a cotUge, or (bel- 


£rcr^r, a Handin? place. ^H 


ter; the word is ufaal 


a nation. ■ 


inthewaftesofNorth- 


^r^^;>/^. H 


umbcrland and Cum- 


Suy, a bank. [Alfricus.] H 


berland. 


Stige, or ^r/f, a footpath. ^H 


Shore. 


■ 


Shot, or Shut, a Keep. 


H 


[Munfter.] 


.S/f^f.thefamewithfrouf. ^H 


SMI, a Well in the old 


Stone, or Stane. ^^H 


Northern Englifli. 


Slra.,a pl.cc. [Alfricus.] H 


Slade. 


Straight^ a vale along a ^^| 


SIftw, a miry foul place. 


H 


Smeth, a fmooth plain 


■ 


field ; a word ufua! in 


V 


Norfolk and Suffolk. 


r»fi. ^ 


SoU, a Poole. 


■7>rM, or Dtnty a Handing 


Spir, Pyramis, a fliaft to 


pool, a word ufual in 


the old Englifli, or 


Che North. ^ 


fpire fteeplc. 


n,rn. ^ 


Spring. 


TAo/-/., from the Dutch, ^H 


Staii. 


Dorp^ a Village. ^| 


Strand, a bank of a river. 


7l»™, a Tower. [Or- 


Strit. 


telius.] 


Stmad, Stroud: as fome 


Thwa'ii, a word only 


do think, the fame 


ufcd in the North, in ^_ 


with Strand. 


addition of Towns : ^H 


Statu, as Stale. 


Some take it for x ^H 


Stale and Simple, the 


pafture from the ^| 


fame ; a ftorehoufe. 


Dutch Hivoii.' 


5/tf//^,aMartTown for 


Taft, a parcel of ground 


mcrchandife. 


where there hath bin 


' This DanO'Englilh woril appears to beconneaed with the ^^M 
A.-Sax. T^ii'ifan, lonit, and ligniRes a fareft cleiirine. S«e ^^M 


^^ WorOals-'DanMinEaglind." ^H 



a houfe : but for Tafl \ IVattr. 
and Cnft enquire of Way. 



Lawyers. 
Ttfr, a high place, or 

tower. 
Trt^ Brittifli from Trtf^ 

a Town. j 

r'Z ' j 

faU, a Valley. I 

P'aulx, the fame in 
French. 

Under. 



ff^aU, a Woodi the fame 

with irud. 

Wall. 

tyart^ or fVear. 

fTari, or Wert, a work 

or building. 
fyarren. 
JVaJi, a Dcfart or folitary 

place. 
Wajh. 
Wath^ a foord ; a word 

ufual in Yorkfliire. 



At a word, ail which in Englift had Of fel be- 
fore them, which in Chelhire and the North was 
comrafled into A, as Thomas a Dutton, John a 
Standifl), Adam a Kirby; and all which in Laline 
old Evidences have had De prefixed, as all hereto- 
fore fpecified, were borrowed from places. As 



Wick and Wuhy i.e. 
fliore, the curving or 
reach of a River or 
Sea. JuniusRhenanus. 
But our Alfric, and 
fo Tillius maketh it a 
Cal>le, or little Port. 

Wuh {i.i. Long) a fait 
fpring. 

Well. 

Wild. 

JVould, Hills without 
wood, 

Wmd. 

Worth, anciently Werth 
and Weorthid: Al- 
fricus makes it Prar- 
dium, a pofieflion or 
Farm ; Abbo tranf- 
latcth it, a court or 
place : Killianus, a 
Fort and an l(\e. 



Y. 



rard. 
Tate, o 



'ere not ao^H 
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thofe which had Le fct before them were 
local, but given in other rcfpecls, as Lc Marlha], 
Le Latimer, Le Defpencer, Le Scroop, Le Savage, 
Le Vavafour, Le Strange, Le Norice, Le hfcrivan, 
Le Blund, Lc Molineux, Le Bret. As they aJfo 
which were never noted with De or Le, in which 
number I have obferved, Giffard, Bafiet, Arundel, 
Howard, Talbot, BcUot, Bigot, Bagot, Tailcboife, 
Talemach, Gervon, Level, Lovet, Fortefcu, 
Pancevot, Tirel, Blund or Blunt. BiiTet, Bacutn, 
&c. And thefe dillini£tions of local names with 
De, and other with Lc, or fimply, were religioud' 
obferved in Records until about the time of KL 
Edward the Fourth. 

Neither was there, as I fald before, or is thei 
any Town, Village, Hamlet, or place in England, 
but hath made names to Families; fo that many 
names are local which do not feem fo, becaufe the 
places are unknown to moll men, and all known to 
no one man : as who would imagine Whitegjft, 
Powlet, Bacon, Creping, Alhor, Tirwhit, Antro- 
bus, Heather, Hartlliorn, and manyfuch like to be 
local names i and yet moft certainly they are. 

Many alio are fo changed by corruption of fpeech, 
and altered fo rtrangely to fignilicative words by 
the common fort, who defire to make all to be fig- 
niticaiive, as they feem nothing lefs than local 
names ; as Wormwood, Inkepen, Tiptown, Moon, 
Marmers, Drinkwater, Cuckold, Goddolphin, 
Hurleftone, Waites, Smalback, Lofcotte, Devil, 
Neithermil, Bellowes, Filpot, Wodill, &c., for 
Ormund, Ingepen, Tiptoft, Mohune, Manors, 
Derwentwater, Coxwold, Godalchan, Huddleftone, 
Thwaits, Smaibach, Lufcot, Davill, or D'Eivill, 
Nettervill, Bel!-houfe, Phillipot, Wahul, &c. 

Neither is it ta be omitted that many local 
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t names had At prefixed before them in old Evidences ; 
At More, At Slow, At Ho, At Bower, At Wood, 
At Down, &c. i which At as it hath been removed 
from fome, fo hath it been conjoyncd to others, as 
Atwood, Atflow, Atho, Atwell, Atmor. As S alfo is 
joyned to moft now, as Manors, Knoles, Crofts, 
Yates, Gates, Thorns, Groves, Hills, Combes, 
Holmes, Stokes, &c. 
L. Rivers aifo have impofed names to fome men, as 
■ they have to Towns fituated on them ; as the old 
FBaron Sur Teys, that is, on the River Tcys, run- 
ning between Yoricfliire and the Blfhopriclc of Du- 
refme ; Derwent- water, Eden, Troulbeck, Hart- 
gill, tfgill, Wampull, Swate,Stoure, Temes, Trent, 
Tamer, Grant, Tine, Croc, Lone, Lun, Calder,&c.; 
as fome at Rome were called Tibcrii, Anieni, Au- 
fidii, &c, bccaufe they were born near the Rivers 
Tibris, Anien, Aufidus, as Julius Paris noteth. 

Divers alfo had names from trees near their 
habitations, as Oke. Afpe, Box, Alder, Elder, 
Beach, Corgners, that is, Quince, Zouch, that is, 
the trunk ot" a tree ; Curfy and Curfon, the ftock 
of a Vine, Pine, Plumb, Chefney or Cheyney, that 
is, Oke; Dauncy, that is. Alder; Foulgiers, that 
is, Fearne ; Vine, A(he, Hawthorne, Furres, Bufli, 
Hade; Couldray, that is, Haflewood; Bucke, that 
is. Beech ; Wiliowes, Thorne, Broome, Block, &c. 
which in former time had At prefixed, as at Beech, 
at Furres, at Afhe, at Elme. And here is to be 
noted that divers of this fort have been ftrangcly 
contraiSed,asat Afhe, intoTafli,at Oke into Toke, 
at Abbey into Tabbey, At the End into Thend ; 
■ 1 Saints' names. Saint Olye, into Toly,' Saint 

' Tooley Strtct, in Soiiilwirk, 1* a cornipiion ofSi. Olave's 
wet, and Tulley's Well, a litiii near Lewes, of St. Olive'i 
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Ebbe into Saint Tabbe, Saint Ofyth into Satn^ 
Towfcs and Saint Sithe. 

Many ftrangers coming hither, and redding here, 
were named of their Countries, as Picard, Scot, 
Lombard, Klemming, French ; Bigod, that is, fu- 
perftitious, or Norman (for fo the French men 
called the Normans, becaufe at every other word 
they would fwear ByGod) : Bretton, Britain, Bret, 
Burgoin, Germain, Weftphaling, Dane, Daneis, 
Man, Gafcoigne, WeiJh, Walfli, Walleys, Infb, 
Cornifti, Corn-Waliis, Eafteriing, Maine, Champ- 
neis, Potievin, Angevin, Loring, that is, dc Lotha- 
ringia, &c. And thefe had commonly Le prefixed 
in Records and in Writings, as Lc Flemming, Le 
Picard, Le Bret, &c. viz. the Flemming, the Picard. 

In refpe£t of fituation to other near places rife 
thefe ufual names. Norrey, North, South, Eaft, 
Weft, and likewife Northcote, Southcote, Eaft- 
cotc, Weftcote ; which alfo had originally At fet 
before them. Yea, the names of Kitchin, Halt, 
Sellar, Parler, Church, Lodge, &c. may feem to 
have been borrowed from the places of birth, or 
moft frequent abode ; as among the Greeks, Ana- 
tolius, (■. c. Eaft; Zephyrius, I.e. Weft, &c. 

Whereas therefore thefe local denominations of 
Families are of no great antiquity, I cannot yet fee 
why men ftiould think that their Anceftours gave 
names to places, when the places bare thofe very 
names before any men did their Surnames. Yea, the 
very terminations of the names are fuch as are only 
proper and applicable to places, and not to perfons in 
their fignifications, if any will mark the local termi- 
naions which I lately fpecified. Who would fuppofc 
Hill, Wood, Field, Ford, Ditch, Poole, Pond.Towr, 
or Tor, and fuch like terminations, to be convenient 
for men to bear their names, unlefs they could a 
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dream Hills, Woods, Fields, Fords, Ponds, Pounds, 
&c. to have been metamorphofed into men byfome 

fupernatural transformation ? 

And I doubt not but they will confcfs that Towns 
(land longer than Families continue. 

It may alfo be proved that many places which 
now have Lords denominated of them, had Lords 
and owners of other Surnames and Families nut 
many hundred years fincc. But a fufficient proof 
it is of ancient defcent, where the Inhabitant had 
his furname of the place where he inhabiteth, as 
Compton, of Compton ; Yerringham, of Yerring- 
ham; Kgerton, of Egerton ; Portington, of Por- 
tington i Skeffington, of Skeffington i Beellon, of 
Beefton, &c. 

I know, neverthelefs, that albeit moft Towns 
have borrowed their names from their fituation, 
and other refpefls ; yet fome with apt terminations 
have their names from men, as Edwarfton, Alfred- 
fton, Ubsford, Malmfbury, corruptly for Maidulphf- 
bury.' But thefe names were from fore-names or 
Chriftian names, and not from furnames. For p. 
Ingulphus plainly flieweth that Wiburton and 
Lctfringion were fo named, hecaufe two Knights, 
VViburt and Leofric, there fometimes inhabited. 
But if any fliould affirm that the Gentlemen named 
Leffrington, Wiburton, Lancafter, or Leicefter, 
BofTevill, or Shordich, gave the names to the places 
fo named, I would humbly, without prejudice, 
crave refpite for a further day before I believed 
them. And to fay as I think, verily when they 
fhall better advife themfelves, and mark well the 
terminations of thefe and fuch like Local names, 
I they will not prefs me over eagerly herein. 

' Sec on Ihisfubjefl » paffagt In Wright's Hiftory of Ludlow, 




Notwith flan ding, certain it is that Surnames of 
FaRiilies have been adjoyned (o the names of places 

for dillinilion, or to notiiie the owner, as Melton 
Mowbray, Higham-Kerrers, Minlier-Lovell, Stan- 
fted Rivers, Drayton Baffet, Kibworth Beau- 
champ, lite, for that they were the pofleilions of 
Mowbray, Ferrers, Lovell, &c. Neither do I deny 
but fome among us in former time, as well as now, 
dreaming of the immortality of their names, have 
named their Houfes after their own names, as 
Camois-Court, Hamons, Bretes, Bailies. Theo- 
baldes, when as now they have pofleflbrs of other 
names. And the old Verfe is, and always will be 
verified of them, which a right worfhipful friend of 
mine not long fince writ upon his new houfe : 
" Nunc men, mux liujui, icd pollca ntll-io cujus." 

Neither muft all, having their names from places, 
fuppofe that their Anceftours were either Lords, 
or porteilbrs of them ; but may alTure themfelves 
that they originally came from them, or were born 
at them, iiut the Germans and Polonians do 
clear this errour by placing In before the Local 
names, if they are potreflburs of the place, or Of, 
if they only were born at them, as Martinus 
Gromerus noteth. l"he like alfo feemeth to be in 
ufe in the Marches of Scotland, for there you (hall 
have Trotter of Folihaw, and Trotter in Fogo ; 
Haitly of Haitly, and Haitly in Haitly. 

Whereas fince the time of King Henry the 
Third the Princes Children took names from their 
natal places, as Edward of Carnarvon, Thomas of 
Brotherton, Joane of Acres, Edmund of Wood- 
ftockc, and John of Gaunt (who named his Children 
by Cath. Swinford, Beaufort, of a place in France 
belonging to the Houfe of Lancaftcr), it is nothing 
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in 



r pofterity. 



ake further r 
when as they never defccnded to 
After thefe local names the mo 
ber have been derived from Occupations or Pro- 
feflions, as Taylor, Potter, Smith, Sadler, j^rblaftcr, 
that is, Bali/iarius, Archer, Taverner, Chaufer, «'. r. 
Hofier, Weaver, Pointer, Painter, Walker, U e/f. 
Fuller in old EngHfti Baker, Baxter, Boultnger, 
all one in fignification, Collier, Carpenter, Joyncr, 
Salter, Armorer, Spicer, Grocer, Monger, iii ejiy 
Chapman; Brewer, Brafier, Webfter, Wheeler, 
Wright, Cartwright, Shipwright, Banifter, id efi, 
Balneator; Forbifher, Farrar,GotF.)W^/. Smith in 
Wellh. And moft which end in Er in our tongue, 
as among the Latines, Artiliccrs' names have arius, 



f.U Lintearius, Veftiarius, Calceari 
\o for their 



Linteo, Peilio, Phrygio. 
Neither was there any trade, craft, art, pro- 
feflion, or occupation never fo mean, but had a 
name among us commonly ending in Er, and men 
accordingly denominated ; but fome arc worn out 
of ufe, and therefore the fignifications are unknown, 
and other have been mollified ridiculoully by the 
bearers, left ihey ftiould feem vilified by them. 
And yet the like names were among the noble 
Romans, as Figulus, Piitor, Fabritius, Scribonius, 
Salinator, Rufticus, /^gricola, Carbo, Funarius, &c. 
And who can deny but they fo named may be Gen- 
tlemen, if Vertue, which is the foul of Gentry, 
{hall ennoble them, and Virtus (as one faith) " nuUi 
prarclufa eft, omnibus ptet." Albeit DoiSor Turner 
in a Book againft Stephen Gardiner faith the con- 
trary, exemplifying of their own names, At which 
time, wife was the man that told my Lord biftiop 
that his name was not Gardiner, as the Englifh 
nounceit, but Gardiner, with the French accent, 
therefore a Gentleman. 
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Hitherto may be referred many that e 
as Tubman, Carreman, Coachman, Kerriman, 
Clothman, Chapman, Spclman, i/i e/f^ Learned 
man, Palfnman, Horfeman, &c. 

Many have been aflumed from offices, as Cham- 
bers,' Chamberlaine, Cooke, Spenfer, that is. 
Steward, Marflial; Latimer, that is, Interpreter; 
Stailer, that is, Conrtable or Standard-bearer ; 
Reeve, VVoodrceve, Sherife, Sergeant, Parker, 
Fofter, that is, Nourilher ; Forefter contraaiy 
Forfter, Hunter; Kempe, that is, Souldier in old 
Englifh; (for Alfricus tranllatcth Tvro, Yong- 
Kempe) Faulconer, Fowler, Page, Butler, Clark, 
Proctor, Spigurnel, that is, a fealer of Writs, which 
ofGce was hereditary for a time to the Bohunes of 
Midherft; Bailive, Franckiln, Leach, Warder, 
/'. e. Keeper ; and from thence Woodward, Mill- 
ward, Steward, Dooreward, that is, Porter, Bcare- 
ward, Heyward, Hereward, that is, Conferver of 
the army. Bond, that is. Paterfamilias, as It is in 
the book of old terms belonging fometimes to Saint 
Auguftins in Canterbury, and we retain it in the 
compound Hufband. In which book alfo Horden 
is interpreted a Steward. 

Likewife from Ecclefiaftical fundllons, as Bifliop, 
Abbot, Prieft, Monk, Dean, Deacon, Arch-deacon, 
which might feem to be impofcd in fuch refpeS, 
as the furname Archevefque or ^rch-bilhop was 
upon Hugh dc Lufignian in France, who (when by 
the death of his brethren the Signieuriesof Partnay, 
Soubize, Sicwere fallen to him) was difpenfed by the 
Pope to marry, on condition that his poitcritv (hould 
bear the furname of Archevelque and a Mitre over 
their Arms for ever : which to this day is continued. 

Names alfo have been taken of civil honours. 



iriginally de la Chambrc-Chamberliin. 
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'dignities and edate, as King, Duke, Prince, Lord, 
'Baron, Knight, Vaivafor, or Vavafor, Squire, Caf- 
itellan, partly for that their anceftours were fuch, 
ferved fuch, aifled fuch parts, or were Kings of the 
Bean, Chriftmas- Lords, he. And the like names 
we read among the Greeks and Romans, as Bafilius, 
Archias, Archilaus, Regulu^, Flaminius, Cxfarius, 
AuguAulus, who, notwithrtanding, were neither 
Kings, Priefts, Dukes, or Cxfars. 

Others from the qualities of the mind, as Good, 
Thoroughgood. Goodman, Goodchild, Wife, Har- 
die, Plainc, Light, Meek, Hold, Beft, Prowd, 
Sharp, Still, Sweet, Speed, {juick, Sute. As thofe 
old Saxon names, Shire, that is. Clear j Dire, that 
is, well-beloved : Blith, that is, merry ; Drury, that 
is, jewel. Alfo thefe French names, Galliard, that 
is, Frolick: Mufard, that is, Delayer ; Bland, that 
is, Faire-fpoken ; Coigne, that is. Valiant ; Baud, 
diatis, Pleafanti Barrat, Rus,Ru(h, thatis,Subtilc; c 
and fo is Prat in the old book of Peterborough: 
Huttin, that is, Mutiner, As among the Grecians 
Agathias, Andragathius, Sophocles, Eubulus, Eu- 
menius, Thrafeas 1 Among the Romans, Prudcn- 
dus, Lepidus, Cato, Pius, V alens, Conllans, Afpcr, 
Tacitus, Dulcitius, &c. 

And accordingly names were borrowed, as Plu- 
tarch faith, from the nature of the man, from his 
actions, from fome mark, form or deformity of his p 
body, as Macrinus, that is. Long ; Torquatus, that '' 
is. Chained; Sulla, that is. White and Red: And 
in like fort Mnemon, that is, Mindful ; Grypus, 
that is, Hawks-nofe; Callinicus, that is, Fair 
Viaor. 

From the habitudes of body, and the perfeflions 
or imperfections thereof, many names have been 
impofed, as Strong, Armftrong, Long, Low, Short, 
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y, Freebodj^ 



Broad, Bigge. Little, Faire, Goodbody, I 
Bell, that is, Faire ; Bellon, chat is, Heilulus, proper" 
in French ; Helder, that is, Thinne ; Heile, that 
is, Healthful ; Fairefax, that is. Fair-locks in ancient 
Englifti, Whitiocks, &c. As thole BritiO] names 
Hill in ufe among us, Vachan, that is. Little ; Moe], 
that is. Bald ; Gam, that is. Crooked ; Fane, that 
is. Slender; Grim, that is. Strong; Krich, that is, 
Curlepate; Grig, or Krig, that is, Hoatfc. No 
more to be difliked than thefe Greek and Roman 
names, Nero, that is. Strong, as alfo Romulus, 
Longus, Longinus, Minutius, Macros, Megaf- 
thenes, Califtus, Califthcnes, Paulus, Cincinnatus, 
Crifpus, Calvus ; Terentius, that is. tender, ac- 
cording to Varro ; Gracchus, that is, Thinne ; 
BafTus, that is^ Fat; Saluftius, that is. Healthful; 
and Codes, one eye. As Papirius Mafonius re- 
porteth, that Philippus Auguflus, King of France, 
was furnamed Borgne for his blinking with one 
eye. 

Others in refpedt of age have received names, 
as Young, Old, Baby, Child, Stripling ; as with 
the Romans, Senecio, Prifcus, Juvenalis, Juniilij 1 
Virginius, he. ■ 

Some from the time wherein they were born, i»^ 
Winter, Summer, Chriftmas, Day, May, Sunday, ' 
Holiday, Munday, Pafchall, Noel, Pentecoft : as 
in the ancient Romans, Januarius, Martius, Ma- 
nias, Lucius, f~eftus: and Vergilius, born at the 
rifing of the VergiliK, or fcven ftars, as Pontaniu 
learnedly writeth againft them which write hitj 
name Virgilius. ^ 

Some from that which they commonly carryed, 
as Palmer, in regard that Pilgrims carryed Palme 
when they returned from Hierufalem: Long Sword, 
Broad-fpear, Fortefcu, that is. Strong (hield ; and 
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in fome fuch refpei£l Break-fpearc, Shake-fpeare, 
Shot-boil, Wagftaffe, Bagot, in the old Norman ; 
the fame with Scipio, that is, a. ftay or walking 
ftafTe with the Latines, which became a furname, 
for that Cornelius ferved as a rtay to his blind 
father. Likewife Billman, Hookeman, Talvas, of 
a (hield (o called, whereof William, fon of Robert 
deBelefmc, E. of Shrewfbury, had his name. 

Some from parts of the body, as Head, Red- 
head, White-head, Lcgg, Foot. F-Uard, Arm, 
Hand, Lips, Heart; as (Jorculum, Capito, Pedo, 
Labeo, Nafo, among the Romans. 

Garments alfo have occalioned names, as Hofe, 
Hofatus, Hat, Cap, Frock, Peticotc, Catcote : as 
with the Romans, Caligula, Caracalla, Fimbria ; 
and Hugh Capet, from whom this lalt huufe of 
France defcended, was fo called, for that he ufed 
when he was young, to fnatch oft* his fellows' caps, 
if we believe DuTiUet. 

Not a few from colours of their complexions, 
garments, or otherwife, have gotten names, as 
White, Hlack, Brown, Red, Green, and thofe 
Norman names, Rous, chat is. Red, Blunt or Blund, 
that is, Flaxen hair, and from thefe Ruflei and 
Blundel ; (iris, that is, Gray; Pigot, that is, 
Speckled; Blanch and Blanc, that is, VVlJite-, with 
thofe Britilh or Welfh names, who, whereas they 
were wont to depaint themfelves with fundry 
colours, have alfo borrowed many names from the 
faid colours, as Gogh, that is, Red ; Gwin, that is, 
White ; Dee, that is, Black ; Lhuid or Flud, that is, 
RulTct i Names to be no more diQikcd than A Ibinus, 
Candidus, Flavius, Fulvius, Fufcus, Hurrhus, Coc- 
ccius, Rutilius, Rufus, Niger, Nigrinus, among the 
Romans; and Pirrhus, Chlorus, Leucagus, Chryfes, 
Melanthius, &c. among the Grecians. 
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Some from flowers and fruits, as Lilly, Lis, Rofe, 



Peare, Nut, Filber 



ich, Pefcod, Fetch, as fair 



i Lentulus, Pifo, Fabius, among the Ro- 
mans. Others from beafts, as Lamb, Lion, Boar, 
Bear, Buck, Hind, Hound, Fox, Wolf, Hare, 
Hog. Roe, Broc. Badger, &c. Neither are thefe 
and fuch like to be diiliked, when, as amongft the 
nobleft Romans, Leo, Uriicinus, Catulus, Lupus, 
Leporius, Aper, Apronius, Caninius, Caftor, &c, 
and Cyrus, that is, Dog, with the Perfians were 
very ufual. 

From tiflies like wife, as Playce, Salmon, Trowt, 
Cub, Gurnard, Herring, Pike, Pikerell, Breme, 
Burt, Whiting, Crab, Sole, Alullet, Bafe, &c. 
nothing inferiour to the Roman names, Murxna, 
Phocas, Orata, that is, Gitthcd, &c. for that haply 
they loved ihofe fifties more than other. 

Many have been derived from birds, as Corbet, 
that is. Raven; Arondell, that is, Swallow) the 
gentlemen of which name do bear thofe birds in 
their Coat-armours; BilTet,/.^. Dove, Lark, Tiflbn, 
Chaffinch, Nitingal, Jaycock, Peacock, Sparrow, 
Swan, Crow, Woodcock, Kagle, Alcocke, Wil- 
cocke, Handcock, Hulet or Howlet, Wren, Gof- 
ling, Parrat, Wild-goofe, Finch, Kite, &c. As 
good names as thefe, Corvinus, Aquilius, Milvius, 
Gallus, Picus, Falco, Livia, /. e. Stock-dove, &c. 
Xherefore 1 cannot but wonder why one ftiould fo 
fadly marvail that fuch names of beat^s and birds 
are in ufe in Congo in Africa, when they are and 
have been common in other Nations, as well as 
they were among the Traglodites inhabiting near 
Congo in former times. 

Of Chrillian names, as they have been without 
change, many more have been made, as Francis, 
Herbert, Guy, Giles, Leonard, Michael, Lewis, 
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Lambert, Owen, Howel, Jofceiin, Humfrey. Gil- 
bert, Griffith, Griffin, Conftantine, James, Thomas, 
Blaze, Anthony, foulke, Godfrey, Gervas, Ran- 
dal, Alexander, Charles, Daniel, ice. 

Bcfide thefe, and fuch like, many furnames arc 
derived ftom thofe Chriftian names which were in 
life about the time of the Conqueft, and are found 
in the Record called Doomfday book, and elfe- 
where ; as Achard Aian, Alpheg, Aldelme, Aucher, 
Anfelin, Anfelm Anfger, Afkaeth, Hafcuith, Al- 
beric,Bagat, Baldric, Bardolph, Belchard, Berenger, 
Berncr, h'tfo, Brient, Canut, Knout, or Cnute, Car- 
bonell, Chettel, Coif, Corbet, Corvcn, Crouch, De- 
gory, Dod, Done, Donet.as it feems from Donatus ; 
Dru, Duncan, Durand, Eadid, Edolph, Egenulph, 
Elmer, Eudo or Ede ; Fabian, Fulcher, Gamelin, 
Gernogam, Girth, Goodwin, Godwin, Goodrich, 
Goodluck, Grime, Grimbald, Gauncelin, Guth- 
lake, Haco or Hake, Hamon, Hamelin, Harding, 
Hafting, Herebrand, and many ending in Brand ; b 
Herman, Hervy, Herward, Howard, Heward, ji 
Hubald, Hubert, Huidrich, Jollan. Joll, contraflly 
from Julian; Juo or Jue ; Ketteil, Leofwin, 
Lewin, Levin, Liming, Macy, Maino, Mainerd, 
Meiler, Murdac, Nele, Norman, Oddo or Hode, 
Oger, Olave, Orfo or Urb, Orme, Ofborne, 
Other, Payn, Plcotte, PJpard, Pontz, Puntz, Rey- 
ner, Remy, Rolph, Rotroc, Saer, Searl, Semar, 
Sewall, SancheC, Siwald, Si ward, Stavcrd, Star, 
Calf, Swain, Sperwick, Talbot, Toly, Tovy, Turgod, 
Turrold, Turftan,Turchill, Uflred or Ougthrcd, 
Ude, Vivian. Ulmer, Wade, Waiarand, Wiftan, 
Winoc, Walkiin, Warner, Winebald, Wigod, 
Wigan, Wimarc, WoodnoC, .'vc. 

And not only thefe from the Saxons and Nor 
mans, but alfo many Briiain or Wellh ChrllHan 




names, as well In ancient time, as lately, have been 
taken up for furnames, when they came into Eng- 
land i as Chun, Blethin, Kenham from Cynan or 
Conanus; Gittin, Mervin, Bely, Sitfil or Gefvl ; 
Caradoc, Madoc, Rhud, Ithell, Meric, Meredith, 
Edern, Bedow, from the Englifh Bede, /. t- a 
devout prayer ; beiide the Wellh ChfilHan names 
ufual and known to all. As in like manner many 
names were made from the PrKnomina among the 
Romans, as Spurilius, Statilius.Titius, from Spurius, i 
btatius, Titus, And as Quintilian faith, " Agnomina | 
et cognomina vim nominum obcinuerunt, et prz 
nomtna nominum." 
>. By contra^ing or rather corrupting of Chriftian I 
names, we have Terry from Theodoric ; Frerrjr | 
from Frederic ; Collin and Cole from Nicholas ; I 
Tebald from Theobald ; Jefibp from Jofeph -, Aubry I 
from Albetic ; Amery from Almeric ; Garret from I 
Gerrard ; Nele from Nigel ; Elis from EHas j Belt I 
from Beatus ; as Bennet from Benedidt, &c. I 

By addition of S to Chriftian names, many have I 
been taken, as Williams, Rogers, Peters, Peirs, I 
Davies, Harris, Roberts, bimonds, Guyes, Stevens, 
Richards, Hughs, Jones, &c. 

From Nicknames or Nurfenames came thefe (par- 
don me if it oftcnd any, for it is but my conjeflure), 
Bill and Will for William ; Clem for Clement; Nat J 
for Nathaniel ; Mab for Abram ; Kit for Chrift-fl 
opher; Mund for Edmund; Hal for Harry; Afl 
and Atty for Arthur ; Cut for Cuthbert ; Mill for 
Miles; Bauland Bald for Baldwin; Ran for Randol; 
Crips for Crifpin ; Turk for Turlttetil ; Sam for 
Sampfon or Samuel i Pipe for Pipard ; GibandGil- 
pin for Gilbert ; Dan for Daniel ; Grig for Gre- 
gory; Bat for Bartholomew ; Law for Lawrence; 
Tim for Timothy; Rol forRolland; JefF for Jeffrey; 
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Dun for Duncan or Dunflan; Duke for Marma- 
duke i Daye for David ; God for Godfrey or God- 
ard ; for oiherwil'e I cannot imagine how that moft 
holy name, unlit for a man and not to be tolerated, 
fliould be appropriate to any man ; and many fuch 
like which yuu may learn ot nurfes. 

By adding of S to thefe nicknames or nurfe- 
name^, in all probability we have Robins, Nicks, 
Nichols, Thorns, Dicks, Hicks, WiU, Sims, Sams, 
Jocks, J ucks, Collins, Jenks, Munds, Hodges, Hobs, 
Dobs. Saunders from Alexander ; Gibs and Gib- 
bins from Gilbert; Cuts from Cutbberd; Bats from 
Bartholomew; Wats from Walter; Philips from 
Philip; Hains from Anulphus (as fome will) for 
Ainulphefbury in Cambridgelhire is contra£ted to 
Ainlbury and fuch hke. 

Many likewife have been made by adjoyning Kins 
and Ins lothofe nurfe-names, making them in Kins 
as it were diminutives, and ihofe in Ins as I'airony- 
mica. For fo Alfric, Arclibiftiop of Canterbury, 
and the moft ancient Saxon (irammarian of our 
Nation, noteth that names taken from Progenitours 
do end in Ins ; fo Dickins, that is, little Dick ; Per- 
kins from Peir or Peter, little Peter ; fo Tompkins, 
Wjlkins, Hutchins, Hoggins, Higginsand Hitchins, 
from Hugh; Lambkins from Lambert; Hopkins 
and Hobkins from Hob ; Dobbins and Robbins ; 
Atkins from Arthur ; Simkins, Hodgekins, Hof- 
kins, Watkins, Jenkins and Jennings from John ; 
Gibbins and Gilpin from Gilbert ; Hulkin from 
Henry; Wilkins from William; Tipkins from 
Tibald; Daukins from Davy; Rawlins from Raoul, 
that is, Rafe; and Hankin for Randul, as is obler- 
vablc in Cheihirc, in chat ancient family of Man- 
waring, and many others. In this manner did the 
" imansvary names, as Con(tans,Conftantius, Con- 
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ftandnusi Juflus, Juftulus, Juftinus, JuftinU 
Aurelius, Aureolus, Atirelianus; Augullus, Augul^ i 
tinus, Auguflinlanus, Augultulus, &:c. 

Befide thefe, there are alio other diminutive names 
after the French Analogic in Et or Ot, as Willet 
from Will ; Haket from Hake i BartJet from Bar- 
tholomew ; Millet from Miles ; Huet from Hugh ; 
Allet from Allan; Collet from Cole; Guyet from 
Guy i Eliot from Elias ; and Bekvet, that is, little . 
fharp nofc. J 

But many more, by addition of Son to the Chrifliaa I 
or nickname of the father, as Wjlliamfon, Richard- " 
fon, Dickfon, Harryfon, Gibfon for Gilbcrtfon ; 
Simfon, Simoudfon, Stevenfon, Daufon for Davi- 
fon ; Morifon, Lawfon for Lawretifon ; Robinfon, 
Cutberfon, Nicholfon, Tomfon, Wilfon, Lewcfon, 
Jobfon, Waterfon, VVatfon, Peerfon and Pierfon, 
Peterfon ; Hanfon from Hankin ; Wilkinfon, Danifon 
fromDaniel;Benifonand Benfon fromBennetjDeni- 
fon, Patifon from Patrick; Jenkiiifon, Matifon from J 
Matthew; Colfon from Cole or Nrchol ; Rogcrfon, I 
Heardfon from Hcrdingfon; Hodgfkinfon, Hughfon, ' 
Hulfon from Huldric ; Hodfon from Hod or Oddo ; ' 
Nelfon from Neale or Nigell; Davidfon, Sanderfon, 
Johnfon, Raulfon from Raoul or Ralf, So the 
ancient Romans ufcd PubUpor, Marcipor, Lucipor, 
for Publii puer, Marci puer, Luei puer, according 
to Varro; As afterwards in the Capitoiin tables they 
were wont to note both Father and Grandfather for 
proof of their Gentry in abbreviations, as A. Sempro- 
nius, Auli filius, Lucii Nepos; that is, Aulus Sem- 
pronius, fon ofAuIus,Grandchildor Nephew of Lu- 
cius ; C. Martius, L.F.C.N., &c. Neither is it 
true which fome lay, Omnia nomina in Son funC 
Borealis generis, whenas it was ufual in every part 
of the Realm. 
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Fitz-Parnell, Fitz-Ifabcl, FiH-Mary, Fitz-Emme; 
Maudlens, Sufans, Mawds, Grace, Emfon, &c. As 
Vefpaiian the Emperour, from Vefpafia Polla his 
Mother, and Popxa Sabiiia the Emprefs from her 
Grandmother. 

In the fame fence it continucth yet in them 
which defcended from the Normans ; Fitz-Hugh, 
Fitz-William, Fitz-Herbert, Fitz-GefFery, Fitz,- 
Simon, Fitz-Alan, Fitz-Owen, Fitz-Randoll, being 
names taken from their Progenitoursi as among 
the Irifti, Mac-William, Mac-Gone, Mac-Dermot, 
Mac-Mahon, Mac-Doncll, Mac-Arti, i.r. the fon 
of Arthur. 

So among the Welfh-Britains iilcewife ; Ap- 
Robert, Ap-Evans, Ap-Ythel, Ap-Harry, Ap- 
Hugh, Ap-Rice, Ap-Richard, Ap-Howell, Ap- 
Enion, Ap-Owen, Ap-Henry, Ap-Rhud, which be 
contradted into Probert, Bcvans, Bythell, Parry, 
Pugh, Price, Prichard, Powell, Benion, Bowen, 
Penrhye, Prud, &c. 

So in the borders of England and Scotland ; 
Gawis Jok, for John the fon of Gawin ; Richies 
Edward, for Edward the fon of Richard ; Jony 
Riches Will, for William the fon of John, fon of 
Richard. The like I have heard to be in ufc 
among the meaner fort in Cornwall. 

Dainty was the device of my Hoft at Grantham, 
which would wifely make a difference of degrees in 
perfons by the termination of names in this word 
Son, as between Robertfon, Robinfon, Robfon, 
Hobfon ; Richardfon, Dickfon, and Dickinfon ; 
Wilfon, Wllliamfon, and Wiikinfon ; Jackfon, 
Johnfon, Jenkinfon ; as though the one were more 
worlhipful than the other by his degrees of com- 
parifon. 
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The names of alliance have alfo continued in 
fomc for furnames, as where they of one Family 
being of the fame Chrtllian name were for dillinc- 
tion called R. le Frcre, Le Fitz, Le Cofm, that 
is. Brother, the Ton, £cc. ; all which palPed in time 
into Surnames. 

Many names alfo given in merriment for By- 
names or Nick-names have continued to Poftcrity ; 
as Malduit, for ill fcholarfliip, or ill taught ; Mai- 
lieure, commonly Mallyvery, i.«, jl/a/«j Leporariu!, 
for ill hunting the Hare ; rater Nofter, for devout 
praying; as he that held Land by tenure to fay a 
certain number of Pater mjlers for the fouls of the 
Kings of England was called Pater nolVer, and left 
that name to his Pofterity. Certainly it remaineth 
upon Record by intfuifilion 27 Edwardi III. that 
Thorn. Winchard held Land In cap'tte in Coningef- 
ton, in the County of Leicefter, by faying dayly 
five times Pater najhr and ylve Maria for the fouls 
of the King's Progenitours, and the fouls of all the 
faithful departed, pro omni feruilio. The French- 
man which craftily and cleanly conveyed himfelf 
and his prifoner T. Cryoll, a great Lord in Kent 
about the time of King Edward the Second, out of 
France, and had therefore Swinfield given him by 
Crioll, as I have read, for his tine conveyance, was 
then called Fineux, and left that name to his pof- 
tcrity. So Baldwin le Pettour, who had his name 
and held his land in Suffolk, Perjaltum^fuffium et 
petlum,five buiiibulum^ for dancing, pout-puffing, and 
doing that before the King of England in Chriitmas 
holy days, which the word pet fignifieth in French. 
Inquire, if you underftand it not, of Cloacinas' 
Chaplains, or foch as are well read in Ajax. 

Upon fuch like occafions names were given among 
the Romans, as Tremellius was called fcrapha 
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or Sow, becaufe whi 
' under a padde, 



1 he had hid his Neighbour's 
and commanded his wife to 
lie down thereon, he fwarc, when the owner came 
in to feck the Sow, that he had no Sow but the 
great Sow that lay there, pointing to the padde, 
and the Sow his wife. So one Cornelius was 
furnamed Afina, for that when he was to put in 
aiTurance for payment of certain fumms In a pur- 
chafe, he brought his Afs laden with money, and 
made ready payment. So Auguftus named his su™ 
Dwarf Sarmentum, i.e. Sprig; and Tiberius called 
one Tricongius, for carowfing three gallons of 
wine. So Servilius was called Ala, for carrying 
his dagger under his armpit when he killed Spu- 
rius. So Pertinax the Emperour, being ftubbornly c^pi, 
refolute in his youth to be a Woodmonger as his ""'■ 
Father was, when he would have made him a 
Scholar, was named Pertinax. So the Father of 
Valens the Emperour, who was Camp-mafter here 
in Britain, for his fart holding a rope in his youth 
which ten fjuldiers could not pluck from him, was 
called t^unarius. About which time alfu Paul, a 
Spaniard, a common Informer in Britain, was 
named Catena, i.t. the Chain, for that he chained 
& fettered many good men here with linking to- 
gether feife furmifes, to their utter undoing, in the 
time of Conflantinus the younger, who alfo (that I 
may remember it in pal^ge) named his attendant 
fcholar by no unfitting name, Mufonius. But what 
names the beartly monfter, rather than Emperour, 
Commodus, gave to his Attendants, 1 dare not 
mention, left I ihould be immodeftly ofienfive to 
charte ears and modelt minds i yet hitherto with 
modefty may be referred this of the Familie of 
Gephyri, l-e. Bridges in Greece, who took their 
name from a Bridge : For when their Mother was 
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fay, Propiorajun 
are the occafions v 
names to perfon 
French Example? 



delivered of nine Children at a birth, 
foolifti fear had privily fent feven of them to be 
drowned at a Bridge, the Father fuddainly coming 
to the Bridge, faved them, and thereupon gave 
them that name. Of thefe and the like we may 
hanariy ^uam ignominra. Infinite 
which in like manner have made 
I will only report one or two 
, that thereby you may imagine 
of others in other places and former Ages. 

In the firft broyls of France, certain companies 
ranging themfelves Into troops, one Captain took 
new names to himfelf and his company from the 
furniture of an horfe. Among thefe new named 
Gallants you might have heard of Monfieur Saddle 
(to Englifhthem), Mouniieur Bridle, Le Croupier, 
Le Girte. Horihoe, Bitte, Trappiers, Hoof, Stirrop, 
Curbe, Mufrole, Fronftal, &c. : Moft of the which 
had their pafport, as my Authour noteth, by Seig- 
neur de la Halter. Another Captain there alfo 
gave names to his according to the places where he 
found them, as Hedg, Highway, River, Pond, 
Vine, Stable, Street, Corner, Gallows, Taverne, 
Tree, &c. And I have heard of a confort in Eng- 
land, who, when they had ferved at Sea, took. 
names from the equipage of a Ship, whtn they 
would ferve themfelves at Land, as Keel, Bailafl. 
Planke, Fore-deck, Deck, Loop-hole, Pump, Rud- 
der, Cable, Anchor, Mifen-fail, Capfon. Mail, Belt. 
So that is true which Ifidore faith : " Names are 
not always given according to Nature, but fome 
after our own will and pleafure, as we name our 
Lands and fervants according to our own liking." 
And the Dutchman's faying may be verified, which, 
when he heard of Engliih men called God and 
Devil, faid, that the Englifli borrowed names from , 
all things whatfucver, good or ' 
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It might be here quef^ioned, whether thefe fur- 
names were afTamed and taken at (he firH by the 
perfons thcmfelvcs, ur impofed and given unto them 
by others. It may afwell feem that the local names 
of perfons were partly taken up by themfclves, if 
they were owners of the place, as given by the people, 
who have the foveraignty of words and names, as 
they did in ihe Nicknames before Surnames were in 
ufe. For who would have named himfelf Peaceable, 
Unready, Without-land, Beauclerk, Strongbow, 
Gagtootb, Blanch-main, BoiTuc, i.t. Crook-back, 
but the concurrent voyce of the people ?^as the 
women neighbours gave the name to Obed in the 
book of Ruth, and likewife in Surnames. In thefe 
pretty names, as I may terme them, from Flowers, 
Fiflies, Birds, Habitudes, &:c. it may be thought that 
they came from Nurles in former times here, as 
very many, or rather moft in Ireland and Wales do 
at this prcfent. Thefe Nicknames of one fyllable 
turned to Surnames, as Dicks, Nicks, Toms, Hobbs, 
&c. may alfo feem to proceed from Nurfes to their 
NurHings, or from Fathers and Matters to their boys 
and fervants. For, as according to the old Pro- 
verb, Omnis hirus fcrua Moiio/yltuius, in refpefl of 
their fhort commands: fo Omnh Jervus hero Mona- 
fyllabtii. in refpeft of the curtailing their name;, 
as Wil, Sim, Hodge, &c. Neither is it impro- 
bable but that many names, that feem unfitting for 
men, as of brutiih beafts, &c. came from the very 
figns of the houfes where they inhabited \ for I 
have heard of them which faid they fpake of know- 
ledge, that fome in lace time dwelling at the fign of 
(he Dolphin, Bull, White-horfe, Racket, Peacock, 
&c. were commonly called Thomas at the Dolphin. 
Will at the Bull, George at the White-horfe, Robin 

the Racket; which names, as many others of 



hs surnames. 

like fort, with omitting At^ became afterwards here- 
ditary to their children.' 

Hereby fome inflght may be had in the original 
of Surnames, yet it is a matter of great difficulty 
to bring them all to certain heads, when, as our 
language is fo greatly altered, fo many new names 
dayly brought in by Aliens, as French, Scots, Irifti, 
Welfti, Dutch, &c. and fo many old words worn 
out of ufe ; I mean not only in the old Englifli, but 
alfo the late Norman : for who knoweth now what 
thcfe names were — Giffard, Baffet, Gernon, Mal- 
let, Howard, Peverell, Paganel or Paynel, Tail- 
boife, Talbot, Lovet, Pancevolt, Tirrell, &c. which 
are nothing lefs than local, and certainly fignifica- 
tive ; for they are never noted, as 1 faid before, in 
old evidences with De, as local names, but always 
abfolutely, as W. GitFard, R. Bafl'ct, as Chriftian 
names are when they are made Surnames; and yet 
I will not affirm that all thefe here mentioned were 
at any time Chriftian names, although doubtlcfs 
fomc were. 

For we know the fignifications of fome of them, 
as Mallet, an hammer ; Bigot, a Norman, or fuper- 
.. ftitious i Tailcbois, i.e. Cutwood; Lovet, Little 
Woolf i and Baffct (as fome think) Fat ; Giffard is 
by fome interpreted Liberal ; and Howard High 
Warden or Guardian (as it feemeth an office out 
of ufe) when as Heobeorg fignificd in old Englifh 
High defence, and Heoh-fader Patriarch or High 
father. Certain it is, that the firft of that right 
Noble Family who was known by the name of 

' Trailers' figni, wliich, bttore the modern praftice of num- 
btring tioufes, prevailed in all populous places, contributed very 
largt^'to the ftock of family names. I am inclined (o attribute 
to this fource nearly all thofe names which reprefent animals, 
plants, and other natural, as well ai many artificial objrfU. 
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Howard, was the fon of William de Wigenhall, as 
the honourable Lord William Howard of Naworth, 
third fon to Thomas late Duke of Norfolk, an cf- 
pecial fearcher of Antiquities, who equalleth his high 
Parentage with his vertues, hath lately difcovered. 
And as to hnd out the true original of Surnames, 
is full of difficulty, fo it is not eahe to fearch all the cn-ngc 
caufes of alterations of Surnames, which in former "°°™' 
Ages have been very common amongft us, and have 
fo intricated or rather obfcured the truth of our 
Pedegrees, that it will be no little labour to deduce 
many of them truly from the Conqueft; Somewhat 
neverthelefs fliall be faid thereof, but more ftall be 
left for them which will dive deeper into this matter- 
To fpeak of alteration of names, omitting them 
of Abraham and Sara, Jacob and Ifrael, in holy 
Scriptures, I have obferved that the change of cirfi^. 
names hath moft commonly proceeded from a de- '="^'*'- 
fire to avoid the opinion of bafenefs. So Codoma- 
rus, when he fuccceded Ochus in the Kingdom of 
Perfia, called himfelf by the Princely name Darius. 
So new names were given to them which were 
deihed bythe Paganilh confecration, as Romulus was 
calledQuirinus, Melicertus was called Portunis and 
Palxmon. Likewife in adoptions into better Fami- 
lies, and by teftament, as the fon of L. vEmilius, 
adopted by Scipio, took the name of Scipio Africa- 
nus. So Auguftus, who was firft named Thurreon, 
took the name of 0£lavian by teftament. By en- 
franchifing alfo into new Cities, as he which hrft 
was called Lucumo, when he was infranchifcd at 
Rome, took the name of Lucius Tarquinius Prif- 
cus : So Dometrius Mega, when he was made free 
of the City, was called Publius Cornelius. Cicero 
Epift. 36. lib. 13. 

Likewife flaves when they were manumifed, took 
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often their Mafters' names, whenas they had but 
one name in their (ervilc ftate. As they which have 
read Artemedidoms do Itnow how a flavc, who 
when he dreamed he had tria virl/ia, was made free 
the next morning, and had three names given him. 
Neither is it to be forgotten, that men were not 
forbidden to change name or furnamc, by the re- 
fcript of Diocleiian L.f^inc.c.di mulai. mm. fo be that 
it were Sine ali^ua fraude,juri Hello. As that great 
Philofopher, which was (irft called Malchus in the 
Syrian Tongue, took the name of Porphyrins, as 
Lunapius reporteth : as before Suetonius the Hif- 
torian took to Surname Tranquillus, when as his 
father was Suetonius Lenis. Thole notwithiiand- 
ing of ftrange bafe parentage were forbidden, L. 
fuper Jialu c. de quajr. to infert, or inthruft them- 
felves into noble and honeft Families by changing 



their names, which v 



I grow ti 



England, as it is thought, by reafon thai Surnames 

of honourable and worfliipful Families are given 

now to mean men's children for Chriftian names, as 

it is grown now in France, to the confufion of their 

Gentry, by taking new names from their purchafcd 

lands at their pleafures. Among the Romans, ne- 

verthelefs, they that were called ad Equtflmn ordi- 

Mu.ib """> having bafe names, were new named mmlne 

A^ndro ingenuorutH veterumque Romonaruniy left the name 

dki. 1. 1 ihould difgrace the dignity, when according to Plato 

lo pducbtp. comely things fliould have no uncomely names. 

It was ufual amongft the Chriftans in the Primi- 
tive Church to change at Baptifme the names of 
Catechumeni, which were in years, as that impious 
Rencgado, that was before called Lucius, was in 
his Baptifme called Lucianus. So the Popes ufe to 
change their names, when they enter into the 
Papacy, which as Plaiina faith, was begun by Pope 
Sergius the fecond, who firft changed his name. 
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for (hat his former name was Hoggermouth, but 
others refer rhe change of names in Popes to Chriit, 
who chang'd Simon into Peter, John and James 
into Boanerges : only Marcelius, not long fmcc 
chofen Pope, refufed to change his name, faying, 
Marcelius 1 was, and Marcelius I will be j I will 
neither change Name nor Manners. Other reli- 
gious men alio, when theycntred into fome Orders, 
changed their names in times palt, following therein 
(as they report) the Apollle, that changed his name 
from Saul to Paul, after he entred into the Minif- 
tery, borrowing (as fome fay) that name from Ser- 
gius Paulus, the Roman Lieutenant, but as others 
will, from his low ftature, for he was but three 
cubits high, asS.Chyfoftom fpeakingof him, Tr/fu- crytono- 
bitalis ilUf tamtn caelum afcend'tt. """■ 

Of changing alfo Chrifiian names in confirma- TnaDjd 
tion we have faid before; but overpafllng tbefe minfiiKit 
forreign matters, let us fay fomewhat as concerning f^"^™ 
change of names in England. p'™ 

As among the French in former time, and alfo '^'t 
now, the Heir took the father's furname, and the ^^. 
younger fons took names of their Lands allotted '''"" 
unto ihem. So likcwife in times part did they in 
England; and the mo(t common alteration pro- 
ceeded from place of habitation. As if Hugh of Lib pn. 
Suddington gave to his fecond fon his Mannour of w™'!diiu. 
Frydon, to his third fon his Mannour of Pantly, to 
his fourth his Wood of Albdy, the fons called them- 
fclves De Frydon, De Pantley, De Albdy ; and their 
pofterity removed De. So Hugh Montforte's fecond y.ocu- 
fon. called Richard, being Lord of Hatton in War- []°"||'' 
wicklhire,tookthenameof Hatton. So the youngeft fj',^"^„. 
fon of Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicefter, ftaying ^tTSr "' 
in England when his father was (lain and brethren ""*■ 
. fled, took the name of Weliborne, as fome of that 
ne have reported. So the name of Ever came 
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from the Mannoiir of Ever, near Uxbridge, 
younger fonsof Lord John Fitz-Robert de Claveiv i 
ing : from whom the Lord Evers, and Sir Peter 
Evers of Axholme, are defcended. So Sir John 
Cradoclc Knight, great grandfather of Sir Henrjr 
Newton of Somerfetfhire, took firft the name of 
Newton, which was the name of his habitation : as 
the iiTue of Hudard in CheJhire, took the name of 
Dutton, their chief manfion. 

But for variety and alteration of names in one 
Family upon divers refpei&s, I will give you one 
Cheftiire example for all, out of an ancient Roul 
belonging to Sir William Brereton of Brereton, 
Knight, which I faw twenty years fmce. Not long 
after the Conqueft, William Belward, Lord of the 
moity of Malpafle, had two fons, Dan-David of 
MalpafTe, furnamed Le Gierke, and Richard ; Dan- 
David had William his cldeft Ton furnamed De 
Malpaffe. His fecond Con was named Philip Gogh, 
one of the iiTue of whofe eldeft fons took the name 
of Egerton ; a third fon took the name of David 
Golbornc, and one of his fons the name of Good- 
man. Richard, the other fon of the aforefaid Wil- 
liam Belward, had three fons, who took alfo divers 
names, viz. Tho. de Cotgrave, William de Over- 
ton, and Richard Little; who had two fons, the 
one named Ken-Clarke, and the other John Rich- 
ardfon. Herein you may note alteration of names 
in refpeifl of habitation, in Egerton, Cotgrave, 
Overton. In refpe£t of colour in Gogh, that is. 
Red: In refpci5t of quality in him that was called 
Goodman : In rcfpefl of ftature in Richard Little : 
In refpe^i of learning in Ken-Clark : In refpei£t of 
the father's Chrldian name in Richardfon, all de- 
fcending from William Belward. And verily, the 
Gentlemen of thofe fo difterent names in Chefhire 




luld not eafily be induced to believe they were 
dcfcended from one houfe, if it were not war- 
ranted by fo ancient a proof. 

In refpeit of llatute I could recite to you other 
examples, but I will only add this which I have read, 
that a young Gentleman of the houfe of Preux, 
being of tall ftature, attending on the Lord Hun- 
gerford. Lord Treafurer of England, was among 
his fellows called Long H, who after, preferred to 
a good marriage by his Lord, was called H. Long, 
that name continued to his Pofterity, Knights and 
men of great worlbip. 

Others took their mothers' Surnames, as A. thz 
Audley, younger brother to James, Lord Audley, "^ 
marrying the daughter and heir of H. dc Stanley, uj« 
left a fon William, and took the name of Stanley, (^, 
from whom Stanley Earl of Darby, and others of 
that name are defcended. Geffrey, the fon of Ro- 
bert l''itz-Maldrcd and Ifabel his wife, heir of the 
Norman houfe of the Nevils, took the name of 
Nevil, and left it to his Pofterity, which was fpread 
into very many honourable Families of England. 
In like manner, the fon of Jofcelin of Lovain, a 
younger fon to the Duke of Brabant, when he had 
married Agnes, the onlydaughter of William Lord 
Percy, (fo named of Percy forreft, in the County 
of Maen,) from whom they came (and not of 
piercing the King of Scots through the eye, as 
Hcitor Boetius fablcth), his fon and pofterity, upon 
a compofition with the fame Lady, took her name 
of Percy, but retained their old Coat armour, to 
fliew from whom they defcended. So Adam de 
IVlontgomery (as it is held 'by tradition, I know not 
how truly) marrying the daughter and heir of 
Carew of Molesford, her fon relinquifhing his own, 
left to his Pofterity his Mother's name Carcw, from 
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whom the Barons Carew, the Carews ( 
comb, of Berry, of Anthony, and of Bedingto 
&CC. have had their names and original. Likewife 
Ralph Gernon, marrying the Daughter of Cavcn- 
difli or Candifli, left that Name to his Iflue, as 
Thomas Talbot, a learned Gencalift, hath proved. 
So Robert Meg, the great favourite of King John, 
look the name of Braybrook, whereof his Mother 
was one of the Heirs. Likewife Sir John de Haud- 
low, marrying the daughter and heir of the Lord 
Burnell, his Pofterity took the name of Burnell. So 
Sir Tebauld RufTcli took the name of De Gorges to 
him and his ilTue, for that his mother was tlfter 
and one of the heirs of Ralph de Gorges, as it ap- 
peareth in the controverlic between \VarbIeton and 
the faid Tebald de Gorges and Horfley for the Coat 
of Arms, Lozengy, Or and Azure (21 of Edward 
the Third) before Henry Earl of Lancafter and 
others, at the fiege of S. Margaret. And not many 
years lince, when James Horfey had married the 
daughter of De la-Vale of Northumberland, bi«l 
ilTue took the name of De la-Vale. ' 

Hereunto may they alfo be referred who changed 
- their names in remembrance of their Progenitours 
being more honourable, as the fons of Geftrey Fitz- 
Petrc took the name of Magnavilja or Mandcvile, 
when they came to be Earls of EfTex, becaufe their 
grandmother Beatrix was of the houfc of Mande- 
vile, as appcarcth by the Abbey book of Walden. 
So Thomas dc Molten took the name of Lucy, and 
many others which I omit. 1 

And that this was alfo the ufage in forreign parts, | 
hearken to what the learned du Tillet* faith — 
•'Guillaume fire de Dampierre efpoufa Margaret 
CompclTe de Flandres, de Hainau feconde iilie de 
Boudowin Empereur dc Grece: de lui font defcen- 
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dus les Comtes de Flandres, lefquels fe tindrent au 
furnom dc Flandres a caufe de la dit Comteflc Mar- 
guerite qui ovoic tiltrc plus honorable que fon maiy, 
IcquelavoitlailTeceluyde Bourbon pour prendreceluy 
de fon partagc, qui eftoit la Seigneurie de Dampierre 
en Champaigne, telle eftoit la facon du temps." 

Others alfo have taken the name of them whofe ] 
Lands they had: As when King Henry the Firft < 

five the Lands of the attainted Robert Moubray, i 
arl of Northumberland, being 120 Knights fees ' 
in Normandy, and 140 in England, to Nigell or 
Neale de Albeney his Bow-bearer, who, in the 
battle at Trenchbray, took Robert, Duke of Nor- 
mandy, prifoner: he commanded withall, that his 
Pofterity fhould take the Surname of Moubray, 
which [hey accordingly did, and retained the fame 
as long as the iflue male continued, which deter- 
mined in John Moubray, Duke of Norfolk, in the 
time of King Edward the Fourth : whofe heirs were 
married into the Families of Howard and Barkley. 

Remembrance of benefits made others to change 1 
their names, as William Mortimer, defcended from 
thofeofRichard'sCaftle,tookthenameofLaZouch, 
and named his fon Alan de la-Zouch, for favour 
received from the Lord Zouch, of Afliby de la- 
Zouch, in refpeit of alliance, as appeareth by " In- 
quifition," II & 21 Ed. III. 

In refpe£t of adoption alfo, very many in all ( 
Ages have changed their names : I need not par- ° 
tJculate it, for all know it. Some of their own 
dillike of their names have altered them: for as 
1 have read in the book of Furneflc, William 
Kitz-Gilbert, Baron of Kendall, obtained licenfe of 
King Henry the Second to change his name, and 
call himfelf and his pofterity Lancafter, from whom 
the Lancailers in Weftmerland, 5;c. are defcended. 



r 



SURNAMES. 



Hereupon fome think that without the King's 
licence new names cannot be taken, or old names 
given away to others. Yet Tiraquell, the great 
Civilian of France, in " Leg. quin. Conub." Til. 
92, feemeth to incline, that both Name and Arms 
may be transferred by Will and Teftament, and 
produceth Auguftus, who by his Teftament com- 
manded Tiberius and Livia to bear his Name. 
How in former times Heronville, Dumvile, and 
Clanwowe gave and granted away their Arms, 
which are as filent names, diftin£lions of Families; 
and the fame was thought unlawful afterward, when 
the Lord Hoo would have done the fame, Oiall be 
declared in more convenient place. But the incon- 
venience of change of names hath been difcovered 
to be fuch in France, that It hath been propounded 
in the Parliament at Dijon thai it fljould not be per- 
mitted but in thefe two refpefls; either when one 
fhould be made heir to any with any cfpecial words, 
to alTume the name of the Tcftatofi or when any 
one fhould have donation furmounting a thoufand 
crowns, upon the fame condition. But to retire to 
our purpofe. 

Not a few have alTumed the names of their 
fathers' Baronies, as in former times the ifl'ue of 
Richard Fitz-Gilbert took the name of Clare, 
which was their Barony: and in late time, (ince 
the Suttons came to the Barony of Dudley, all their 
iffue took the name of Dudleyes. The diflike of 
others hath caufed alfo a change of names, for King 
Edward the firft, diJliking the iteration of Fitz, 
■ commanded the Lord John Fitz-Robert, an ancient 
Baron {whofe Anceftours had continued their Sur- 
names by their fathers' Chriftian names), to leave 
that manner, and be called John of Clavering, which 
was the capital feat of his Barony. And in this time. 
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many thac had followed that courfe of naming by 
Fitz, Cook them one fetled name, and retained it, as 
Fitz-Walter, and others. 

Alfo at that time the names of Thomfon, 
Richardfon, Wjlfon, and other of that form began 
to be fetled, which before had varied according to 
the name of the father: Edward the fourth like- 
wife {as I have heard) loving fome whofe name 
was Picard, would often tell them that he loved 
them well but not their names, whereupon fome of 
them changed their names: and I have heard that 
one of them took the name of Ruddle, being the 
place of his birth, in that refpeiit. And in late 
years, in the time of King Henry the eighth, an 
ancient worfhipful Gentleman of Wales, being 
called at the pannel of a Jury by the name of 
Thomas, Ap VV'iHiam, Ap 1'homas, Ap Richard, 
Ap Hoel, Ap Evan Vaghan, &c. was advifed by the 
Judge to leave that old manner. Whereupon he 
after called himfelf Mollon, according to the name 
of his principal houfe. and left that Surname to his 
Pofteriry. 

Offices have brought new names to divers Fami- 
lies, as when Edward Fitz-Theobald was made 
Butler of Ireland, the Earls of Ormond and others 
defcended from them, took the name of Butler. 
So the diftjncl Families of the Conftables, in the 
County of York, are faid to have taken that name, 
from (omeof their Anceftours, which bare the office 
of Conftables of fome Caftles. In like manner the 
Stewards, Marftials, Spencers. That I may fay 
nothing of fuch as for well afting on the ftage have 
carried away the names of the Perfonages which 
they adied, and have loft their own names among 
the people. 

Scholars' pride hath wrought alterations in fome 
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names, which have been fwcetned in found, t 
ing (hem to the Latine Analogie As that notable 
Non-refidentin our fathers' time,Dodour Magnus, 
who being a foundling at Newarke upon Trent, 
where he erefled a Grammar-School, was called 
by the people T. Among us, for that he was found 
among them : But he, profiting in learning, turned 
Among us into Magnus, and was famous by that 
name, not only here, but alfo in forreign placeswhere 
he was AmbaiTadour. 

It were needlefs to note here again how many 
have taken in former times the Chriitian name of 
their father, with prefixing of Fitz or Fi!z, as Fitz- 
Hugh, Fitz-Alan, Fitz-William,or adding of fon, as 
Richardfon, Tomfon, Johnfon, &c. and fo altered 
their Surnames, if they had any. \Vherea5 divers an- 
cient Gentlemen of England do bear Coats of Arms, 
which by old rouls and good proofs are known to 
belong to other Names and Families, and cannot 
make proof that they matched with thofe Families, 
it is worth obfervation (confidering how ftridt they 
were in elder times in keeping their own Arms) 
whether they were not of thofe ancient houfes 
whofe Arms they bear, and have changed their 
names in refpe^ of their habitation, or partitions 
and lands gotten by their wives ? As Pickering of 
the North, beareth Ermin, a Lion rampant Azure 
crowned. Or which, as it is in the old Abby-book 
of FurnefTe, was the Coat of Roger de Miythorp. 
In the fame book the coat of Dacre, Gules, three 
Efcalopes Argent, is the coat of R. Gcrneth of 
Cumberland : And fo the three pillows Ermin of 
Redman of Northumberland is the coat of Ran. 
de Greyftock. So Ufford, Earl of Suffolk, and 
Petton, Fetiplace, and Hide, and many other Gen- 
tlemen of the fame Arms, may feem to have been 
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of the faine (lock, and to have varied their names 
in divers refpecls. 

I-'inally, among the common people which *fway 
all in names, many Surnames have been changed 
in rcfpeit of occupations, and not a few have been 
changed in refpeft of maiters, for in every place we 
fee the youth very commonly called by the names of 
their occupations, as John Balcer, Thomas Tayler, 
Will Butcher, Dick Barber ; and many by their maf- 
ters' names, as John Pickering, Thomas Watkins, 
Nicholas French, whenas they ferved mafters of 
thofe names, which often were conveyed to their 
poftcrity, and their own furnames altogether for- 
gotten. Some other caufes of alteration of names 
may be found, as for crimes committed when men 

I have been enforced to leave their Countreys. But 

I hereby it may be undcrflood that an Alias or double 
name cannot prejudice the honeft: and it is known 
thai when judge Catiline took exception at one in 
this refpedl, faying that no honed man had a double 
name, and came in with an Alias j the party afked 
him what exception his Lordfhip could take to 
Jcfus Chrift, alias Jefus of Nazareth ? 

I doubt not but fome men among us in changing 
their names do imitate old Gafter Simon, the 

. Cobbler, in Lucian, who when he grew fat in the 
purfe, would needs be called for Goodman Simon, 

' Mafter Simonides, as fome women do follow the 
good Greek wench MeliiTarion, that is, Pretty 
honey-Bee, who when of a Comedian's (he became 
a wealthy man's wife, would be faluted Madam 
Pithias, or Prudence. And fome lilcewife can change a 

I Ihemfelves from flie to he, and foconfequently their " 
1 Ceneus the young 






y fee in Ovid. 



Among the alteration of names, it may 
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remembred how Kings of Arms, Heraulds, 
Purfevants are new named with a bowl of wine'' 
powred on their heads by the Prince, or Earl 
Marflial, when they are inverted, and the Kings 
crowned; as Garter, Ckrenceux, Norrey, Lan- 
caller, York, Richmond, Somerfet, &c, which is 
as ancient as the time of King Edward the third. 
For we read that when news was brought him at 
Windfor, by a Purfuivant, of the victory at the 
. battel of Auroy, he bountifully rewarded him, and 
immediately created him Herauld, by the name of 
Windfor. 

Here might I note that women with us at th» 
marriage do change their furnames, and pafs inl 
their hufbands' names, and juftly, for that then A'wii 
/unl duo, fed caro una : And yet in P" ranee and the' 
Netherlands, ihe better fort of women will flilj 
retain their own name with their hiifband's, as if 
Mary, daughter of Vilievill, be married to A. Vavill, 
ftie will write her felf Mary Vavill Vilievill. But 
I fear hufbands will not like this note, for that fomc 
of their dames may be ambitioufly over pert and 
too-too forward to imitate it. 

Befidc thefe former alterations the tyrant Time, 
which hath fwallowed many names, haih alfo in 
ufe of fpeech changed more by contrafting, fynco- 
pating, curtolling, and mollifying them, as befide 
them before mentioned, Adrecyis now turned into 
D'arcy, Aldethelighe into Awdly, Sabrigworth into 
Sapsford, Sitfil into Cecil, Mountjoy into Mungy, 
Duvenet into Knevet, if you believe Leland ; Grin- 
vile into Greenfield, Haverington into Harrington, 
Bourchier into Bowcer, Le Daiherell into Dairell, 
Ravensford into Rainsford, Mohunc into Moon, 
Danvers into Davers, Gernegan into Jerningham, 
Cahors into Chawort, Dinant into Dinham, Woo- 
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thcrington into Witherington, Eftlcgh into Aftly, 
Turbervile into Truublehcid, De Oileio into Doi- 
ley, Pogli int) Poly, Dc Alanfon into D^Llifon, 
Purefoy into Purfrey, Cavendifti into Candifli, 
Veinour into Fenner, Harecourt into Harcot, 
San^lpaul intu Sampol, Fortefcu into Kofcu, Fer- 
rers into Ferris, Throckmorton iiito Frogmorton, 
Culwen into Curwen, Poitevin into I'ettin, Beren- 
ger into Benger, Montacute into Montague, Ger 
nons into Garnlfli, Puliifton into Pilfton, Cholmon- 
dley into Cholnilcy, Grofvenour into Gravencr, 
Maifnilwarin into Manwaring, after into Man- 
ncring; Fitz-Gerard into Garret, Okover into 
Oker, Uvedale into Udall, D'amprecourt tirll into 
Dabridgecourt, now into Dabfcot ; Leventhrop into 
Lcnthrop, Wilburnhame into Wilbram, Afltow 
from Afcoutb, and that from the old Chriltian 
name Afcuith, which in Latine was Hafculphus and 
Hallu1phu<;, that is, Speedy help, ice. 

It may nut feem from this purpofe if I here fet 
down and compare a few names of ancient good 
families, as they are written in old Latin Records 
and hiftories, with them now in ufe: whereof 
many are as it were fo transformed in common 
pronunciation from the original, as they will fcantiy 
feem to have been the fame. 

Aftie, D^ Fraxinis. 
Bellew, De Bella aqua. 
Beaufoe, Df Bella fago. 
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Beaupre, de Bella prata. 
Bourchicr, de Burgo chare, only once. 
Beaumen, de Bello-msnle. 
Beauchamp, de Bella-campa, 
Blount, Flavus, foi 
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Bowcs^ di /frtuiui. 
Bovil, A Bovis yUia. 
Chaworth, de Cadurcis. 
Cheney, dt Cafineto, and de ^erceta. 
Champaigne, de Campania. 
Cantiow, di Cantelupo. 
Chawmond, de Calvo Montr. 
Champilour, de Cemfi-fisrlde. 
Capell, de Capetla. 
Chevercourt, de Capile Curia. 
Crevecure, dt erepito carde. 
Champcrnoun, de Campo Arnulfhi. 
D'evreux, de Ebroicii. 
D'autrey, de Alia ripa. 
D'auney, di Alntto. 
D-aubeney, dt Alhimia. 
Freftimcrfti, de Frif.i,. Manfce. 
Ferrers, De Ferrariis. 
HuiTey. De Hofata. iS Hofatui. 
Lorty, De Vrliaco. 
Love, Lupus. 
Lovet, LupcUus. 
Lovell, Lupellus. 
Line. Di infula. 
Mallovell, Malus LuptUut. 
Montjoy, De Monte Jmjis. 
Mannours, De Manneriis. 
Minours, De Mineriii. 
Mzi(h, De Marifio. 
Mauley, De Mala-LacM. 
Montchcnfey, De Monte CamJiO. 
Mortimer, De Martua Mari. 
Mufters, De Monajierm. 
Mews, De Mel/a. 
Monthermer, De Monte Hermerii. 
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Montfichet, De MonU fixo. 
Montpcrfon, De Mante Pejfonts. 
Molines, Dt Moliniiinis. 
Moigne, Ahnachus. 
Ncwmarch, De Novo Mercatu, 
Nowres, Dt Nodari'is. 
Nevill, Dt Nova villa. 
I'eche. De Ptccalo. 
Perpoint, Dt Pctrm-ponte. 
Pudfey, Df Puttace. 
Roch, De Rupe. 
Saucheverell, De faitu Capella. 
Sellenger, or Saint Legcr, Di Sanilo Leodo- 

gano. 
Simberd, De Saniia Barbara. 
Stradling, Eajhrling, becauCe they firft came 

out of the Eaft pan of Germjiy. 
Scnlis, Syhaelitnfisy i£ De Siao Lizio. 
S. Fofter, de S. ftdaj/o. 
Semarc, De S. Medardo. 
Seimoi, DeS. Maun. 
Sampler, De S. Petrt. 
Sampol, De S, Paulo. 
Sentio, De S. Laudo. 
Scntlow, De S, Lupa. 
Syncler, De S. Clara. 
Semarton, De S. Martha. 
Singlis. in Ireland, De S. Gela/it. 
S, Omer, De S. Audomaro. 
S. Owen, De S, Audoeno, 
Samond, De S, Amando. 
Surteyes, Super Teyfam. 
Saltmerfti, De Saljo Marifio. 
Spencer, or Le Defpencer, Dtfpenfator. 
Scales, De Scalariis. 
Straunge, Extrantus, 
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Vipount, De ycttri-ponte. 

De la Zouch, Di Supliefjcco.^ 

For William de la Zouch, Archbifliop of York, 
is ("o calicd in this vcrfe for his valour in an encoun- 
ter againlt the Scottiftmen at Bear-park, 1342. 
" Eft pater inviftiis ficco de llipitc diflus," ic. 

For Zouch fignifieth the ftock of a tree in the 
French tongue. And this tranHation ofnames into 
Greek or Latin is ftill in ufe among the Germans, 
for he whofe name is Ertfwept orBlackland will be 
Melanilbsn ; if Newman, Nfander; if Holieman, 
Ofiander; if Brooke, Torrenlius ; if Feline, PaJu- 
danu!, &c. which Tome amongfl us began lately to 
imitate. 

To draw to an end, no name whatfuever is to be 
difliked in relpett either of original or of (ignifica- 
tion ; for neither the good names do grace the bad, 
neither do evil names difgrace the good. If names 
are to be accounted good or bad, in all Countries 
both good and bad have been of the fame Surnames, 
which as they participate one with the other in 
glory, fo fometimes in fhame. Therefore for an- 
ceftors, parentage and names (as he faid), let every 
, man fay, *' Vix ea noftra voco." Time haih inter- 
mingled and confufed all, and we are come alt to 
this prefent, by fuccelTive variable defcents from 
high and low : or as he faith more plauily, the low 
are defcended from the high, and contrariwife, the 
high from low. 

U any do vaunt of their names, let them look to 
it, left they have inanianomina; you know who faith, 

' A muth longer lift of Latinized furnamcs appears in 
Wright"» *' Court Hand Rtftorcti," whicll, wilh fome addi- 
tions, I have rrprinted in Eag. Sum. vol. u. 
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" Vellra nomina nunquam fum admiratus ; viros 
<]ui ea vobis reliquerunt, magnos arbitrabor." And 
if they glory in their ancient fair name?, and far 
fetcht defcents, with contempt of others, happily 
fome fuch lilte as Marius was, may return upon 
them Marius' words: "Si jure defpiciunt nos, fa- 
ciunt idem majoribus fuis, quibus utl nobis ex vir- 
tute nobilitas ccepit. Irivident bunori noltro: ergo 
invideant labori, innocent! x, pericuiis etiam nollris, 
quoniam per hare ilium cepimus." Yea, fome of 
thefe occupation and office names, which do feem 
fo mean to fome, ate as ancient in this Realm as 
moft other. For in that moft authentical Regifter 
Cc. Domefday book in the Exchequer, ye fhall have 
Cocus, Aurifaber, Pi6lor, PKtor, Accipitrarius, 
Camerarius, Venator, Pifcator, Medicus, Cook, 
Goldfmith, Painter, Baker, Falconer, Chamber- 
laine, Huntfman, Fiftier, Leach, Marfliall, Por- 
ter, and others, which then held land /» Capile^ 
and without doubt left thefe names to their pof- 
terity, albeit happily they are not mentioned in thofe 
tables of Battaile Abbey of fuch as came in at the < 
Conquell : which whofoever confidereth well (hall [ 
find always to be forged, and ihofe names to be in- ^ 
letted which the time in every age favoured, and 
were never mentioned in that notable Record.' 

If you pleafe to compare the Roman names 
that feem (o Ifately, becaufe you underftand them 
not, you will difdain them in refpeiS of our meaneft 
names j For what is Pronto but Beetle-browed ? 
Cafius but Cat's-eyes ? P^tui but Pink-eyed ? CcUi 
One-eye, Nafo Bottle-nofc, Galba Maggot, as Sue- 

■ On t)ie fiibjcfl of the genulnencrs of the far-famed docu- 
ment known as the " Roll of Biitel Abbey " fte Mr. Hun- 
ter'spapcr, 1- — ' -- -'■-■■ '>-'^- ^ -l_.i..-:._i ^_ij...-i: — 
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tonius interpeteth, S!lo Ape's-nofe, jfncus Crooked 
arm, Pan/a Broad-foot, Sirabo Squint-eye, SuilUui 
Swine-heard, Capita JobbernoU, Colvus Bald-pate, 
Cr/^uj Curl-pate, Flaaui LolI-ears,orFlagge-eared, 
Labeo Biabber-lip, Scaurus Knobd-hecl, Varus 
Bow-legged, Pedo Long-flianks, Marcelius Ham- 
mer, for it Cometh from jWffr^u/iij'; HarttnfisGuA- 

' ner, Gilo Petty-longpate, Chils Flap-lips, or, as Ve- 
lius Longus faith, " Improbioribus labris homo." 

Thofe great names alfo, Fabius, Letttulusy Cicera^ 
PifOy Stolo, are no more in our tongue than Bean- 
man, LentiU, Chich-peafe. Pefcod-man. Branch ; 
for, as Pliny faith, thefe names were firft appro- 
priated to them for (kill in fowing thofe grains. 
Neither thole from beads which Varro reciteth in 
the fecond " de Ruftica," Taurus, Vitulus, Ovilius, 
Porcius, Caprilius, were better than Bull, Calf. 
Sheep, Hogge, Goat, &c. 

In refpeiil of thefe names all the names of Eng- 
land are fuch as I think few would take the benetit 
of Dioclefian's refcript, which I lately mentioned. 
But in France (where the foul names. Marmot, 
Mcrd'oyfon, Boreau) and in Spain (where Verdugo, 
i.e. Hangman, Putanero, and fuch like are rife) it 
is no marvel that fome procure licence from the 
King to change their names : and that a Gentle- 
woman (DotSor Andreas the great Civilian's wife) 

n faid : "If fair names were faleable, they would be 
well bought." 

Thus much of Chriftian Names and Surnames ; 
or Pranomina and Nomina. As for CognornJna and 
Agnomina, or By-names, which were rare in our 
Nation, only I remember thefe three, Le Beuf in 
the family of the Giffards, Le Cofin among the 
Darcies, and Bouchard in one houfe of the Lati- 
mers, and fome fay Algcrnoun in the family t 
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Pcrcies : but that as yet is out of the reach of my 
reading, unlefs it be the lame that is corruptly, in 
[he del'cent of the Earls of tioleyn belonging to the 
late Queen Mother of France, fetdown Agernouns, 
for Algernouns; For fo Eullache the fecond is 
there by-named, who in other old Pedegrees is called 
Euftace with the clear eyes. 

As for additions given over and befide names, and 
furnamcs in Law eaufes, that I may note them out 
of a Law-book, they arc either of eflate, or degree, 
or myftery, or town, or hamlet, or county. Addi- 
tion of eftatearethefe,YetJman,Gentleman,Efquire, 
Addition of degree are thofe which wc call names 
of dignity, as knight. Earl, Marquefs, Duice. Ad- 
ditions of myftery are fuch, Scrivener, Carpenter, 
Smith. Addition of towns, as of Padington, Ifling- 
ton, Edelmeton. And where a man hath houfhold 
in two places, he fhould be faid to dwell in both of 
them, fo that his addition in one of them doth fuf- 
ficc. 

By the Statute the firft year of King Henry the 
tifth, and fifth Chapter, it was ordained that in b 
fuits or in aftioiis, where procefs of Utlary lyeth, J 
fuch addition Qiould be to the name of the Defen- 
dant, to {hew his eftate, myftery, and place where 
he dwelleth, and that fuch Writs fhall abate, if 
they have not fuch additions, if the Defendant do 
take exception thereat i they ihall not abate by the 
office of the Court, 

Alfo, Duke, Marquefs. Earl or Knight be none 
of that addition, but names of dignity which fhould 
have been given before the ftacuic. And this was 
ordained by the faid ftatule made in the lirft year of 
King Henry the VII. Chap 5. to the intent that one 
tnan may not be grieved or troubled by the Utlary 
of another, but that by reafon of the certain addition 
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every man might be certainly known, and bear bd 
own burden. 

How the names of them which for capital critii 
agatnft Majefty were razed out of the public! 
Records, Tables, and Regifters, or forbiddei 
born by their pofterity, when their memory was 
damned, I could fliew at large; but this and fuch 
like, with Mifnomer in our Laws and other Quid- 
dities, I leave to the profefibrs of Laws. 

Somewhat might be faid here of the adjuncts to 
names or titles, which in ancient times were either 
none, or moft fimple. For Auguftus was impatient 
to be called Dominus; yet Domitian liked well to 
be called Dominus Deufque; and Dominus was 
taken up by every private man, as appeareth by 
Seneca, and the poor Grecian which refufed that 
title by alluding Oix i&ixu Aa/uny oi- yap ix," iofuyixi, 
Neverthelefs it was never ufcd by the Emperours, 
from Domitian to Dioclefianus, as Viitor noteth ; 
but afterward it was continued by the Chriftian 
Emperours, yea, upon their Coins. 

And that which is more ftrange, they ufed then, 
as appeareth in the Conllitutions, for themfelves, 
j^ternitas noftra, Perennitas noHra, Numen nof- 
trum; and to their principal Officers, Vir illultris, 
Vir fpei^labilis, Magnitica ceifitudo, Sublimis mag- 
nitudo tua, llluftris magniticentia, Sublimitas, Mi- 
randa fublimitas, Eminentia tua, ExceDeniia tua, 
Prfecelfa magnificentia tua, &c. As appeareth in the 
Volumes of the Civil Law. So as I know not why 
that Spite-King Buchanan (hould envy IcITer titles to 
Princes, the very Types of God's Majefty, yea, very 
Gods in earth, and brand them with the mark of , 
Srricati ntbulones., which honour Princes therewirhr . 

The Romans under the later Emperours had s<J 
r very curious and careful obfcrvation in giving titlaij 
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to men of reputation, which as I have read were ^'^ 
only live; illultris was the higheft appropriated to mini, 
the Prjefeai frsturio of Italy and Gallia; the Pr*- -r^™, 
fectus of the City of Rome, Magifter Equitum, ^J^- 
Magiftcr Peditum, Quxftor Palalii, Comes Largi- 
tionis, &c. and all that had voice in the Senate, 
Spedabilis was the fecond title due to the Lieu- 
tenants General, and Comitcs of Province*, &c. 
So Notitia Provinciarum, Vicarius Hritanniarum, 
Comes Littoris Saxonici per Britannlam, Dux Bri- 
tannia, are ilyled Viri fpedlabiles. Clariflimus was 
the third title peculiar only to the Confulares, Cor- 
reSores, and Preltaes of Provinces. PerfettilTimus 
was the fourth ; Egregius the fifth. And as Cla- 
riJBmus was a title to thofe great Officers above 
fpecified, fo no other could have that, as neither of 
Pcrfeililiimus, and Egregius, but granted by Patents. 
And in that Age, as it is in the Code of Thcodofius, 
" Tit. Ut Dignitatem ordo fervetur. Si quis in- 
debitum (ibi iocum ufurpaverit, nulla fe ignoratione 
defendat, fitque plane facrilegii reus." 

Amongft us the Kings had thefe adjuncts, when Adjunai 
they were written and fpoken unto, Gloriofus, Glo- '^^^f 
riohffimus, Pracellentiffimus.Chariflimus Dominus, ■"•^'''i'- 
Rex illuftris, lately Potentiffimus, invii£tiirimus, Se- 
reniflimusi Our liege Lord; Our Soveraign, Our 
Dread Soveraign, &c. 

As for Cirace, it began about the time of Henry 
the IV, Excellent Grace under Henry the fixth. 
High and mighty Prince, under Edward the IV, 
and Majefty, which firft was attributed to the Roman 
Emperours about the time of Gallienus, came 
hither in the time of King Henry the eighth, as rrcbtiLui 
Sacred Majefty lately in our memory. Whereas oriJ! 
among Chriftians it was appliable only in former ^''"- 
ages to God, as among the old Romans to the God- 
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defs Majefty, the daughter of Honour and Reve- 
rence, 

Among other men in former ages Dan, corrupted 
from Uominus, was the greatelt attribute both to 
Spiritual and Temporal, and aftenvard VVorlhipful, 
and Rjght-Worihipful, hath been thoughtconvenicnt 
among us for the great Dukes and Earls; but we 
now begin fo to overlade men with additions, as 
Spaniards did lately, until they were rellrained by 
the Pragmatica in A". 1586; at which time Paf- 
quil, at Rome, being demanded why Philip of Spain 
had To taken away all titles from all forts of men, 
anfwered merrily, albeit not religioully : That it 
may be vcrihed of him which is faid, " Tu folus 
Dominus, tu folus altiffimus," in refpedt of his vo- 
luminous long Title, which will tire the Reader. 

Thus far had I proceeded in names, when it was 
high timeio{lay, for 1 amadvertifedthatthereisone, 
which by Art Trochilick, will draw all Englilh Sur- 
names of the bed Families out of the pit of Poetry, 
asBoucherfromBufyris,theTyrantofEgypt; Percy, 
from flying Perfeus; Darcy, from Dircseus Apollo; 
Lee, from f.jetus, turned into a Swan in Ovid; Jack- 
fon, from Jafon: Well he may fatisfie them herein, 
whom I cannot.' As for my felf, I acknowledge 
that I cannot fatisfie neither them nor my felf in all 
particularities : and well therefore I do like him 
that faid, " He doth not leach well which teacheth 
all, leaving nothing to fubtil wits to fift out," And 
fure 1 am fcrupulous diligence lieth open to envy. 



' Who the "one" may be who, by "Art Trochilick," 
found out the le wonderful etymoni I know not; but, by a 

Sirocefs DO lels abfurd than his, Some modem gencalogUb have 
iHind our plebeian Turner lo be " tour noire." 
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is faid, I wifh Sir John de Bilbafo would conjure up 
William Ockam, the Father of the Nominals (as 
Appion did Homer) for their better fatisfa<^ion 
herein. Mean while I dedre no man will take 
offence at any thing here fpoken, whenas I have 
been (o far from giving offence, that 1 dare proteft 
in that folemn ancient form, "Superos & Sydera 
Lteftor." Hating it in others, and condemning it in 
niy fclf, even unto the bottomlefs pit of Hell. 



Allusions.' 

C WILL now prefent unto you a few ex- 
tradts out of names, (I fear you will call 
them foolifti fopperies,] but call them 
what you pleafe, i hope a little folly may 

» be pardonable in this our fo wife an Age. 
Out of names the bufie wit of man continually 
working, hath wrought upon liking or diflike, Al- 
lufions, very common in all Ages, and among all 
men; Rebus, rife in late Ages, both with learned 
and unlearned ; and Anagrammes, though long fince 
invented, yet rare in thefe our refined rimes. In all 
which, I will briefly (hew our Nation hath been no 
lefs pregnant than thofe Southern which prefume 
of wits in refpedl of fituation. Afterward fome- 
what (hall he faid of Arms, which, as fJent names, 
diflingui(b Families. 

An Aliufion is as it were a dalliance or playing 

with words like in found, but unlike in fence, by 

■ 'Changing, adding, or fubltratting a letter or two; 

"d that words nicking and refembling one the other. 
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Almighty (if we may herein ufe lacred authority} in 
ratification of his promife to the feed of U'aac, 
changed Abram, /. c. High father, into Abraham, 
that is, father of many; and Sarai, that is, my 
Dame, into !Sarah, that is, Lady or Dame. The 
Greeks (to omit infinite others) nicked Antiochus 
Epiphanes, that is, the famous, with Epimanes, that 
is, the furious. The Romans lilcewife played with 
bibbing Tiberius Neto, calling him Biherius Mero. 
So Tully called the extorting Verres, in the actions 
againfl him, Verrens, as Sweep-all. So in Quin- 
tilian the fowre fellow Placidus was called Acidus, 
and of late one called Scaliger, Aliger. 

Excellent is that which our Countryman Rever- 
end Beda reporteth in his "Ecciefiaitical Hiftory 
of England," of the caufe that moved Gregory the 
Great to fend Auguftin into England. On a time 
(as I Ihewed before) when he faw beautiful boys to 
be fold in the Maricet at Rome, and demanded by 
what name their nation was called ; and they told 
him Englifti men; and juftly be they fo called 
(quoth he), for they have Angelick faces, and feem 
meet to be made Coheirs with the Angels in Hea- 
ven : After, when ic was toid him that their King 
was called Alia, then, faid he, ought Alleluia to be 
fungin that Countrey to the praife of their Creator: 
when it was alfo (ignitied unto him they were born 
in a part of the Kingdom of Northumberland, 
called then Deira, now Holderneffe, De ira Dei, 
(then faid hc)/«n( librrandi. 

Laurens Archbifhop, which fucceeded that Au- 

Sftin, was by Alluiion called Lauriger; Mellitus, 
ellifluusi Brith-wald, Bright-world; Nothclmc, 
Noble-helmc ; Celnothus, Ccelonatus, all Arch- 
bilbops of Canterbury. And fuch like were framed 



I 



r 



ALLUSIONS. I7J 

ut of the names of many Englilh Confeflburs, 
'hich I omiL 

Arietta, the good Wench which fo kindly enter- 
tained Robert Duke of Normandy, when he begat 
of her William the Conquerour (as I had rather 
you fhould read in others than hear of me), was 
for her honelly, clofeiy with an afpiration called 
Harlot. But the good and Learned Recorder would 
fay, that this name began from her, and in honour 
of her, was appropriated by the Normans in Eng- 
land to all of her kind profeiTion, and fo contlnueth. 

When Herbert, tirft Bifhop of Norwich, and 
founder of the Cathedral Church there, had fimo- 
naically procured that Biflioprick to himfelf, and 
the Abbacy of Winchetler to his Father, they were 
alluded upon by the name of Simon in the worft 
fence, in this verfe^ 

"Fjlmi Lit Pra:l"ul, pater Abbas, Simon uterque." 

Strong and fuddain was that Allufion of Gilbert i 
Folioth Bifhop of Hereford, who, when he had in- E 
curred the hatredof many for oppofing himfelf againft 
Thomas Bccket, Archbilhop of Canterbury, one 
cried with a loud voyce at his chamber window at 
midnight, "Folioth, Folioth, thy God is the goddefs i 
Azaroth." He fuddainly and lloutly replied, "Thou 
licit, foul fiend ; my God is the God of Sabbaoth. " 

Hitherto may be referred that which Giraldus 
Cambrenfis reporteth. An Archdeacon named 
Peccatum or Pechc, a rural Dean called De-evill, 
and a Jew travelling together in the Marches of 
Wales, when they came to Illftreate, the Archdea- 
con faid to his Dean that their jurifdidtion began 
there, and reached to MalpalTe : The Jew, confi- s. 
dcring the names of the Dean, Archdeacon, and 
limits, faid by Allufion : " Marvel may itbc if I efcape 
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well out of this Jurifdi£lion, where Sin Is ArchdCi 
con, the Devil the Dean, and the bounds Illftreate 
and Malpafle. " 

Alexander Nequam. a man of great Learning, 
born at Saint AlbaneS, and defirous to enter into 
Religion there, after he had fignified his defire, 
writ to the Abbot Laconically — 



I 



Who anfwered as briefly, alluding to his name, 

" Si bonus (is, venias ; li Nequiim, netjuaquam." 

Whereupon he changed his name to Ncckam. 
Philip Repcndam, Abbot of Leiccfter, alluded 
thus upon the name of Necichani — 



" E( niger & nequam, ti 
Nigrior elle potes, nequii 



ith this rc-allufion upon the 



fiut he repaid him \ 
name of Philip — 

" Phi nota feiorii, lippm malus omnibus horw," tec. 

, A London Poet dallied thus with the name of 

Euftachius, when he was preferred from Treafurci 

of England to be Billiop of London, I222, which 

was thought a great preferment in that Age,- 



Robert PafTclue, an efpccial Favorite of Henry 
the Third, afterward by a Court-tempeft fo Ihaken 
as he was glad to be Parfon of Derham in Norfolk, 
was alluded unto while he was in the Sun-fliine by 
Pafs-le eau, as furpafling the pure water, the moft 
excellent element of all, if you believe Pindar. And 
one then made of Marefcalius, Martis Scnefchallus, 

This AUufion was compufed to the honour of a 



I 




religious man called Robertus, rcfolving it ii 
Ver, Thus : 



aRos, 



" Tu bene Roberius quafi Ros, Vcr, Thtifm vocarb, 
Ro5 lata, Ver (lores. Thus holocaufta facK. 

Sic 111 Ros, Ver, Thus, geris hire trii, Ros fata »erbi, 
Vcr flofis Tnoium, Thus holocaufta precum." 

Upon the Tame another framed this— 
'■ Robrrtus titulo dotatur triplice, Roris 
Tenipcrie, Veris tlulcedine, Thuris odore." 
Upon the fame name and invention I have alfo 
found this — 

" Es bene Ro», Vcr, Thui; Ros es quod ncflarc ftillas, 

Vcr quod Bare vires. Thus, quia mcnic rapi>, 
Roh (irquam) Ver, Thus : Ros qui dulftdine ftillat, 

Vcr quod Sore nltel. Thus quod odore fapil. 
Nam quod tu lis Ros, Ver, Thus, pcrhibct tua Rorii 
Temperica, Veris gratia, Thuris odor." 

Upon the fame name Robertus, another made 
Robur, Thus, with this Diftich— 

" Tu bene Robertus quafi Robur, Thus i bene Robur, 
Nam virlulc viges ; Thus, quia mcnte lapis." 

When Pandulphus, the Pope's Nuncio, came into 
England, a Scholar fmoothed him with this fooliOi 
allufion — 

" Te toium dukor perfundit, ie inde vocaris 
Pandulphus, quid Pan nifitolum' Dul nifiilulcorr 
Phus n.fi fufus t id eft. totus dulcedine fufus." 
One in a dedication alluded unto Roger, an Ec- 
clefiaflical perfon, in this Verfe — 

" Qui Cleri Rogeri Rofam gcris, annue vati." 
A poor Poet begging of one whofe name was 
John, which is in Hebrew the grace of God, begged 
of him by praifing his name in this manner — 
■' Nomen habes non immeritu, Divina, Johannes, 
Gratia, voc* fua cooveaiente rei. 
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Ergo vel gratus fumnia, vcl gratis fummi 
Ei, pro parte mca Ml'us uleiijiie ftcit. 

Si I'ummQ gratiis, ergo pictaris alumiitii, 
Ergo pauperibus tcrre tencris opem." 

Another played upon the name of Turbervill, j 
when praftifing with the French ; he played firft ' 
with his Soveraign K. Edward the Firft — 

" T.itbat tranq.iilla clam Thoma- TurbUa VUla." 

Thefe may fccm over many in fo flight a matter, 
yet I will in refpe£l of the perfons offer you two or 
three more to be regarded. William, Lord Mont- 
joy, famous for his Learning, great Grandfather to 
Charles, late Earl of Denihire (who was no lefs 
famous for hereditary love of Learningl, when he 
was the Queen's Chamberlain, in an Epillle to Eraf- 
mus, called King Henry the Eighth Oililavius, for 
Oflavus, refembling him thereby to 0£tavius Au- 
guitu>, the only mirrour of Princely vertues. 

Lady Jane Grey, Daughter to the Duke of Suf- 
folk, who pay'd price of others' ambition with her 
blood, for her excellency in the Greek tongue was 
called for Greia, Graia, and this made to her honour 
in that refpedl : 

" Miraris Jmam Grain frrmone valere ? 
Quo nata eft prjmuin ttinporc. Grata fuit.'' 

When the Duke of Buclcingham was puCto death 
by the practice of Cardinal Wolfey, a Butcher's 
fon, the Emperour Charles the Fifth faid. It was 
great pity that fo fair and goodly a Buck (hould be 
worried to death by a Butcher's curr; alluding 
either to the name of Buckingham, or to a Bi 



I 
I 



which V 



Domingi 
A»sv, offended 



a badge of hoi 



Spar 



[> that Family, 
the time of Q 



1 Englifti r 

I he was Dominicus ; but 



he was, I afTure you, more highly offended when he 
after for Dominicus called him Dsmoniacus. 

In the beginning of her late Majelties reign, one 
alluded to her name Elizabeiha, whh lilarfa Beata, 
that is, Safe without hurt, and happy. The fence 
whereof, as the Almighty by his fatherly mercy 
performed in her perlbii, fo (he by her motherly 
providence under God effciSted in this Realm in 
blifsfu! peace and plenty, whereas contrariwife other 
confining Regions have been overwhelmed with all 
kind of mil'cries. The caufe whereof one in thefe 
laft French broyis referred by AlluHon to Spania 
and Mania, two Greek words, figiiifying Penury 
and Furv ; but implying therein clofely the late 
■ King of Spain and Duke du Main." 



Rebus, or Name-devises. 

'JANY approved Cuftoms, Laws, Manners, 
; Faftiions, and Phrafes have the Englifh 
I always borrowed of their Neighbours the 
French, cfpecially fince the time of King 
ard the ConfelTour, who refided long in France, 
and is charged by HiJtorians of his time to have re- 
turned from thence wholly Frenchified ; then by the 
Norman Conqueft which immediately enfued, after 
by the honourable Alliances of the Kings of Eng- 
land with the moft renowned Families, yea, and 
with the very Royal Houfe of France. But after wik 
that the triumphant vidlorious King Edward the ^j'. 




' Many more puns upon nimci, gooJ, bad, and iodiffcrent, 
ty he found in my " EngUlh Surnamu-s." 



Third had traverfed France with his vidiories, 
had planted Englilh Colonies in Calice, Ham 
and Guynes, our people bordering upon the preg- 
nant Picardes began to admire their fooleries in 
painted Poefies. For whereas a Poefie is a fpeaic- 
ing piflure, and a ptiSlure a Tpeechlels Poefie, they 
which lack'd wit to exprefs their conceit in rpeeco 
did ufe to dcpaint it out (as tt were) in pidtures, 
which they called Rebus, by a Latine name well 
fitting their device. Thcfe were fo well lilced by 
our Eng!i(h there, and, fent over the ftreight of 
Calice with full fail, were fo entertained here {al- 
though they were moft ridiculous) by all degrees; 
by the learned and unlearned, that he was no body 
that could not hammer out of his name an inven- 
tion by this wit-craft, and piflure it accordingly: 
whereupon who did not bufie his brain to hammer 
his device out of this forge ? 

Sir Thomas Cavall, whereas Cavall fignifieth an 
Horfe, engraved a gallopping horfe in his feal, with 
this limping verfe : 

" Tlioms crcdite, ciim ccrnilis ejus cquuin. 

So John Eaglefliead, as it feemeth, to notifie hi*, 
name about his Armes, as I have feen in an old' 

Seal with an Eagle's head, fet down this: 

" Hot aijijili caput eft, rigliiimque figuta Johannis." 

The Abbot of Ramfey more wifely fet in his Seal 

a Ram in the Sea, with this Verfe, to Ihew his fu* 

periority in the Convent : . 

" Cujiis figna giro dux grcgis eft, ut ego." ' 

William Chaundler, "Warden of New-collcdge, in 
Oxford, playing with his own name, fo filled the 
Hall-windows with candles, and thefe words, " Fiat 
lux," that he darkned the Hall: Whereupon the 



I 



Vidai 



of Char 



he was there, faid, It 



I 



I 



Q]ouM have been " Fianl tenebrx." 

Did not that amorous Youth myltically ex-Prefs 
his love to Rofe Hill, whom he courted, when in 
the border of his painted cloth he caufed to be 
painted as rudely as he devifed grofsly, a Rofe, an 
Hill, an Eye, a Loaf, and a Well ? that is, if you 
will fpell it : 

" Rofc Hill I luve well.- ' 

You may imagine that Francis Cornefield did 
fcratch his elbow when he had fweetly invented to 
fignifie his name, Saint Francis with his Friery 
kowle in a Corn-field. 

No lefs witty was that of James Denton, Dean 
of Lichfield, by making a ftatuc in copper (which 
flood in the Quire of that Cathedral, on a Deft 
whereon the great Bible lay) in the habit of a Pil- 
grim, viz. with his Scrip, Sta fie, and Efcallop-fhelh 
(alluding to S. James the Apoftle) to exprcfs his 
Chriftian name; intending that his office of I3ean 
ftiouid demonftrate the firit fyllable of his Surname, 
and a Tun under his feet the latter. 

Nor that of Roger Wall, fometime Dean like- 
wife of that Church, whofe pidture in glafs, kneel- 
ing before our Lady, was in a South window there, 
dole by a fair embattcled wall, (under which, near 
unto him, fate a Roe-buck, with Ger written on 
his fide) this Didich in a fcroule coming from his 
mouth : 

" Gigncns virgo Deumj decus, Lmx, & Flos mulienim 
Digneriii Mu/um Temper lervaie Raserum." 

' This reminds ui of i South-Down lafs in the days of our 
grandfather)!, wljo replied lo an offer of marriage with a ftroke 
produced by the end of a burnt Dick and a lock of nool pinncil 
to the paper, " I leuUl" 



Neither did a Canon of that Church, whofe name' 
was John ap Harry, a little ftrain himielf to r 
feiit his name, when he caufed in one of the win- 
dows of his lodging an Eagle to be depicted, lo 
fignifie his Chrillian name, Icil. Joh, i. in regard it 
is the badge commonly ufed where S. John the 
Evangelill is pii5tured; and an Ape witl) a Hare 
fupporting a (heaf of Rye, to exprefs his furname. 

It may feem doubtful whether Bolton, Prior of 
Saint Bartholomews in Smithfield, was wifer when 
he invented for his name a Bird-bolt through a 
Xun, or when he built him an houfe upon Harrow 
Hill, for fear of an inundation after a great con- 
junftion of Planets in the watry Triplicity. 

Iflip, Abbot of Weftminfter, a man moit favoured 
by King Henry the Seventh, had a quadruple device 
for his iingiename; for fomewhere he fet up in his 
windows an eye with a flip of a tree ; in other places 
one flipping boughs in a tree: inother anjwith the 
faid flipi and in fome one Hipping from a tree with 
the word Iflip, 

Whofoever devifed for Thomas Earl of Arundel 
a capital A in a Rundie, wherewith he decked an 
houfe which he built, did think, I warrant you, that 
he did the Noble man great honour. 

No lef* did he like his invention, which for Sir 
Anthony Wingfield devifed a Wing with thefe four 
Letters, F, E. I.. D. quarterly about it, and over 
the Wing 3 crofs, to (hew he was a Chrillian, and 
on the crofs a red Rofe, to Ihew that he followed 
the houfe of Lancarter. 

Morton, Archbiihop of Canterbury, a man of 
great wifdom, and born to the univerfal good of this 
Realm, was content to ufe Mor upon a Tun; and 
fometime a Mulberry tree called Morus in Latine, 
out of a Tun, So Luton, Thorneton, Aflaton ditl 
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notitie their names with : 



a Thoi 



1 Afli 
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I Tun. Soan Hareot) a bottlefor Harebotttc; 
a Magpie upon a Goat for Pigot ; An Hare by a 
flicaf of Rie in the Sun for Harrifon; Med written 
on a calf for Medcalfc; Cheller, a cheft with a Star 
over it; Allet, a Lot ; Lionel Ducket, a Lion with 
L on his head, whereas it fhould have been in his 
tail. If the Lion had been eating a Ducli, it had 
been a rare device worth a duckat, or a duck-egge. 
And if you require more. I refer you to the witty 
inventions of fome Londoners, but that for Garret 
Dews is moft memorable, two in a Garret caftine 
Dews at Dice. This for Rebus may fuffice, and 
yet if there were more, I think fome lips would 
like fuch kind of Lettuce. In part to excufe them 
yet, fome of the greateft Romans were a little 
blafted with this foolery, if you fo cenfutc it. Our 
great Malfer Cicero, in a Dedication of his to his 
gods, infcrihed Marcus Tullius and that little pulfc 
lefs than a pcafc, which we call (I think) a chich- 
peafc, and the Latines Cicer, in i>ead of Cicero. 
As in the Coins of Julius CxfaT we have feen an 
Elephant, for fo Czfar fignifieth in the Mauritanian 
Tongue: and the two Mint-mafters in that Age, 
L. Aquilius Florus, and Voconius Vitulus, the one 
ufed a Flower, the other a Calf in the reverfcs of 
their Coyns, alluding to their Names.' 



' Several other rcbufrs are given, with illuftn 
my " Eng. Surn." vol. ii. 



Anagramms. 

^HE only Quinteflcnce that hitherto the 
Alchymy of wit could draw out of names, 
I is, Anagrammatifme or M eta gram matif- 
me, which is a diiTolution of a Name truly 
written into his Letters as his Elements, and a new 
connexion of it by artificial tranfpofition, without 
addition, fubftraiSiion, or change of any Letter into 
different words, making fome perfciil fence apply- 
able to the perfon named. 

The precife in this pradticc ftriclly obferving all 
the parts of the definition are only bold with H. 
either in omitting or retaining it, for that it cannot 
challenge the right of a letter. But the Licentiats 
fomewhat licentioufly, left they Cbuuld prejudice 
poetical liberty, will pardon themfelves for doubling 
or reje£ting a letter, if the fence fall aptly, and 
think it no injury to ufe E for JE, V for W, S for 
Z, and C for K, and contrariwife. 

The French exceedingly admire and celebrate I 
this faculty for the deep and far fetched antiquity, ' 
the piked fines and the myftlcal fignifications there- 
by; for that Names are divine notes, and divine 
notes do notifie future events; fo thai events con- 
fequeniiy muft lurk in names, which only can be 
pryed into by this myftery. Affirming that each 
man's fortune is written in his Name, as Aftro- 
logians fay all things are written in Heaven, if a 
man could read them j they exemplifie out of the 
Rabbins, they quote dreaming Artemidorus, with 
other allegations, they urge particular experiments, 
and fo enforce the matter with Arong words and 
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weak proofs, that fome credulous young me 
' ' ■ ' ' fear, might ealily fa 



: carried 



I 



; between 1^ 

forbidden 1 
Onomantia, or South-faying by names. 

Some of the fowre fort will fay it is nothing but 
a troublous joy, and becaufe they cannot attain to 
it will condemn it, Jcli by commending it, they 
Ihould difcommend themfelves. Others more mild, 
will grant it to be a dainty device and difport of wit 
not without pleafurc, if it be not wreftcd out of the 
name to the reproach of the perfon. And fuch will 
not deny, but that as good names may be ominous, 
Co alfo good Anagrams, with a delightful comfort 
and pleafant motion in honed minds, in no point 
yielding to any vain pleafures of the body. They 
will alfo aiFord it fome commendations in refpeft of 
rhedifficuity; (" Difficilia quae pulchra,") as alfo that 
it is awhctftone of patience to them that (hall prac- 
tice it. For fome have been feen to bite their pen, 
fcratch their heads, bend their brows, bite their iips, 
beat the board, tear their paper, when they were 
fair for fomewhat, and caught nothing herein. 

If profound antiquity, or the inventor may com- 
mend an invention, this will not give place to many. 
For as the great Mafters of the Jews teftilie, Mofes 
received of God a Literal Law, written by the finger 
of God, in the two Tables of the ten Command- 
ments, to be imparted tu all; and another MylHcal, 
to be communicated only to feventy men, which by 
tradition they fhould pafs to their pofterily, whereof 
it was called Cabala, which was divided into Mcr- 
cana, concerning only the facred names of God, 
and Brefith, ofother names. confiding of Alphabetary 
revolution, which they will have to be Anagram- 
matifm; by which they fay Marie, refolved, made 
Our holy Miltrifs. But whether this Cabala is more 
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, hatched bf ^| 



ancient than the Talmudical Learning, 

the curious Jews (as fome will) about 200 years 

after Chrift, let the learned confider. 

The Greeks refer this invention to Lycophron, 
(as Ifaas Tzetzes hath it in his Preface to his ob- 
fcure Poem CafTindra) who was one of thofe Poets 
which the Greeks called the feven Stars, or Pleiades, 
and flourifhed about the year 380 before Chrift, in 
thctimcof Ptolemreus PhiJadeJphus, Kingof Epypl, 
whofe Name he thus Anagrammatlfed 



And upon Arfini 



ri ;ui>.>Tg(, Made of hony. 

>e, his wife, thus : 



*Ef«c M, Juiio^ violet. 

Afterward, as appeareth by Euftachius, there were 
fome Greeks difported themfelves herein, as he 
which turned Atlas for his heavy burthen in fup- 
porting Heaven, to Talas, that is, wretched; Arete, 
Vertue, into Erate, that is, lovely; llaros, merry, 
into Liaros, that is, warm. But in late years, when 
Learning revived under Francis the Firft in France, 
the French began to diftijj thcirwits herein, for there 
was made for him: 

Francis Je fakyi. 

Dc t'ai^on lui^ royal. 
For his Son: 

Htary dt faUyi. 

Royes dc nuJhay, 
For Charles of Borbon, the Prince of Conde : 

Borbmims. 

Oibi bonus. 

For the late Queen of Scotland, his Majeflies 
Mother, 



] 
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Her unhappy fate, by deprivation from her King- 
dom, and violent death, was exprcfled in this; but 
after her death: 



Mari. 



SleiJarda Scolor, 






And that Greek one, which is moft excellent, of 
the facred name of out fweet Saviour Jefus, accord- 
ing to that of the 53 of Es. " He is brought as a 
(hccp to the daughter," thus: 



:i, ihat h, Thoii an ihat (lice[i. 
who now admire them, hegan not 
fe them, as the Bifliop of GraiTa 



The Italians, ^ 
30 years fince to 
aprofeflbur herein teftifieth. 

In England I know fome, who 40 years fince have 
beftowed Ibme idle hours herein with good fiiccefs; 
albeitourEnglifli names, running rough with craggcd 
confonants, are nor fo fmooth and eafic fi>r tranfpo- 
fition as the French and Italian. Yet I will fet 
down fome which 1 have happened upon, framed 
out of the names of divers great perfonages, and 
others, in moft of the which the fence may feem 
appliable to their good parts. 

To begin with his moft excellent Majefty our 
dread Soveraign was made this, declaring his un- 
doubted rightful chiim to the Monarchy of Britain, 
as the fucceflbur of the valorous King Arthur: 
CJtarUi Jamis Sleuarl. 
Claims Arthut-s feat, 



As thi! 



, alfo truly verified in his perfon : 

yacoiui Sexlus Sluarlui. 



This likewife, made by D, Gwin: 
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The happinefs of our gracious Queen Anne, his I 
wife, by her iflue, was prophefied in this ; 



For iheir graceful ilTue Prince Charles, the Lady 1 
Elizabeth.and her hufb^ind the Count Palatine, were -[ 
made thefe by the faid D. Gwin: 



Caroltti Ehorum & Albaniie Dux, 
Kubcnli roCx cum alba lux a Deo. 
Comlui Siaartai Princcfi. 
Tun- proles fucMlTura patri » 
Carotui Slaarlm Princtpi. 
Propter ju! clarus, iinfliit. 
EUfabetia Sluarla. 
Saluiari*, et brafa. 
FreJtricm Friaeepi PalaltHui. 
Inliile pura pars Iccptri^ liii'eni. 
Frcdtr'icui Comet Palatinui. 
Sponfa elefla tVulmur, dices. 
FredericKt Eleflor Palatinui. 
lilcfrul fpotirircrclollcalur. 

For our late Queen of moft happy memory, ta I 
whofe gracious government under God, we owe \ 
much happinefs, I have found the letters of Eliza- 
betha Regina tranfpofed to fignifie that happinefs, 
as fpeaking unto her In this fence : — O England's 
Soveraign, thou haft made us happy: thus — 

ElizakelAa RtZ'l"- 
Anglla hera, bcalli. 

And whereas the French compare Anagrami by 
themfelves to gems, but when they are caft into a 
diftich or Epigram, to gemsenchafed in enameled 
gold; This diftich was then made thereon with a 
moft humble and dutiful wilh: 
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Nos Anglos riiiiis hen noftra beati litafti. 

Sis licra noftia lolo, fi!i Dra lira pulo." 

The fame Weflednefs of her Majefty to England's 

unfpeakable good, and her joyful raign, were noted 

thus out of 

Elixahelka reginB, 
Angliaiembeala. 
Eia, Jxta rcgnabis. 

Carolus Utenhovius, my good friend, made this 40 
years (ince in Greek, when he attended here upon 
Monfieur FoiXiAmbafladour from the f'rench King: 

that is, The divine dew of her Kingdom, 
Likewife out of the Greek was this: 



that is, a Goddefs Queen. 

Her moft mild CJovernment of her fubjefts, and 
Lyon-like courage againll her Spanifli enemies, was 
thus declared out of 

ElifabtlAa Reg'ma Anglir.' 
Anglii agna, Hibcrir lea. 

Whereas (he was a Sweep-net for the Spanilh 
{hips, which (as the Athenians fatd of their fortunate 
Timothy) happily fell into her net : this was made by 
tranfpofing of 

Elifabelha Regina AHgliie. 
Genti Hlberx 
lUalagena. 
In refpefl of her great wars exploited againd that 
mighty Monarch, this was wrought out of 
EUfabel/ia Aiglorum Regina. 
Magna bella lu jicioina geris. 
The good government of her Majefty was thus 
noted under the name of the flourifliingMufcThalia; 



F.ltjh /' c t h a R t g ina. 
Bene thalia reo;is. 

In this following was comprifed the wifh then of 
all true Englifh: 

Elifabeiha Regina Anglorum, 
Gloria regni i'ulva manebit. 

Have now fome framed upon the names of divers 
honourable perfonages and others, lovers, I hope, of 
good letters; neither let any conceive ofFenfively, if 
they are not here remembred: I have imparted all 
that came to my hands. 

Out of the name of the late right reverend the 
Lord Archbiftiop of Canterbury, the mirror of Pre- 
lates in our days, was found this, in refpe£b of his 
mild proceedings: 

Joannes IVhitegiftius, 
Non vi egit, favit ihefus. 

For the Lord Chancellor, Lord EUefmer: 

Thomas Egerton, 
Geftat honorem. 

" Oris honore viget, Ut mentis geftat honorem 
Juris Egertonus, dignus honore coli." 

For the late Lord Treafurer, a moft prudent and 
honourable Councellour to two mighty Princes: 

GuUelmus CccUius Baro Burgho. 
Vigili cum labore illuces regibus. 

" Regibus illuces vigili Gulielme labore, 
Nam clare fulget lux tua luce Dei." 

For the Earl of Notingham, Lord Admiral : 

Carolus Hotvard. 

Charus arduo leo. ^ 

For the Earl of Northumberland: 

Henricus Percius. 
Hie pure (incerus. 
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Upon which, with relation to the Crefcent or 
filver Moon, his Cognifance was framed this: 

" Percius ' hit pure lini/etu-,' Percia Luna 
Cmdida tota mitat, pallcl at ilia polo," 

This was made as a with, to the Earl of Shrewf- 
bury, that his name and Talbot may be as terrible 
to the French as it was when the French To feared 
his progenitour John, Lord Talbut, firft Earl of 
Shrewfbury, of that family: 

Cilbirlui Tatboll'iiu. 

Gallas [u tibi tiirbci. 

" tit proavi proaviis, Tie ' Gallos in tibi turhes,' 

Sic Galli tlincani icquc luumquc cancm." 

This was, by tranfpofition Anagrammatical, 
framed out of the name of the Earl of Worcefter : 



This out of the name of the Earl of Rutland ; 



Out of the name of the Earl of Cumberland, in 
refpedf of his Sea fervice then, alluding to his fiery 
Dragon the Creait of his family : 

Gtergiui Cli/orJiiti Cttmbtrtandiiii. 
Oori'lii regno clariu> cum li lulgehis. 
" In DoridU rcgtio clanii tulgebit, & undls, 
Cum vi vlaot cril flammcu^i ille Draco." 

Out of the name of the Earl of SulTex : 
Robtrius Ralclifius. 



Situt I 



rcbit. 



For the Earl of Suthampton : 
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For the Earl of Devon, Lord Montjoy : 

Carolus Blountus. 
Bonus, ut Ibl clarus. 
'' Tu bonus ut fol clarus, Nil clarius illo 
Coelo, te melior Carole nemo folo/' 

Out of the name of the late Earl of Salisbury, 
Vicount Cranborn, and L. Cecil, whom, as his ho- 
nourable father and the whole family, I cannot in 
duty name, without honour, was made thus : 

Robertus Cecilius, 
Tu orbi relucefcis. 
Sic tu fub rorc cceli. 

With this Diftich : 

**Orbe relucefcis, coeli fub rorc virefcens; 
Quern Deus irradiat lumine, rore lavat.'* 

This tranfpofe of the letters in the name of the 
Lord Lumley doth feem prophetically to promife 
many years unto that worthy and good old man : 

Joannes LumUius, 
Annos Mille vives. 

Out of the name of the late Lord Hunfdon, Lord 
Chamberlain, and his Creaft the white Swan, was 
this Anagram and Diftich thereon compofed : 

Georgius Cartas Hunefdonius, 
Hujus in fuos candor egregius. 

** Hunfdonii egregius refplendet pc61ore candor, 
Hujus ut in cygno nil nifi candor inert." 

For the Lord Compton, in refpe6t of his honour- 
able parentage and generous fpirit, comparable with 
the beft : 

Gulielmus Comptonius. 
Iliius genius cum optimo. 

In fingle Surnames there have been found out 
for thelate Earl of Eflex, whofefurname is D'eureux : 

Vere dux. 



.\fONEr. 
This alfo was caft into this Diftic 



: he fo 

n Spain, as 



valoroudy took Gades, now called Caies, ii 
foon as he faw it, when it was accounted fo honour- 
able to Hercules to have Ceen it 



ax, Sc v< 



zulti Gaii» 



1 ille fimul." 

For the worthy and compleat Knight Sir Fulk 
Grevil, who excelleth in iUtely Heroical verfc, 
in Grevilius, Vergilius, in Vernon, Renoun, &c. 
But here it is time to flay, for fome of the fowr 
fort begin to laugh at thefe, when as yet they 
have no better infight in Anagrams than wife Sieur 
Gaulard, who when he heard a Gentleman report 
that he was at a fupper where they had not only 
good company and good chear, but alfo favoury 
Epigrams and fine Anagrams, he, returning home, 
rated and belowicd his Cook as an ignorant fcuUion 
that never drcfTed or ferved up to him cither Epi- 
grams or Anagrams. And as for thefe fowr furlings, 
they arc to be commended to Sieur Gaulard, and 
he with them ioyntly to their Cooks and kitchin> 




Money, 

I a received opinion that in mofl an- 
»lt ages there was only bartery or 
j change of wares and commodities amongft 
■ moft nations. As in Homer, Glaucus' 
golden armour was valued at one hundred cows, and 
Oiomedes' at ten. Afterward, in commutative Juf- 



1 my " Eng. 



dee it wa5 thought moil neceflary to have a com- 
mon meafure and valuation, as it were, of the 
equality and inequality of wares, which was in- 
vented firft, as the Jews gather out of Jofephus, in 
the time of Cain. Certainly, it was in ufe in the 
time of Abraham, as a|}]}eareth both by the 400 
Sheckles he payed for a place of burijl, Genes. 23, 
and the money which Jofcph's brethren carried 
into J^gypt, Oenes. 42. 

The Greeks refer the invention of it to Hermo- 
dice, the wife wife of the foolifli afle-eared Midas, 
as the Latines to Janus, This common meafure 
or mean to reduce wares to an equality was called 
by the Greeks Nomifma, not from King Numa, but 
of Niimos, becaufe it was ordained by law ; by 
the Latines Pecunia, either for that all their wealth 
in elder times conliited incattel, as now among the 
Irilh, or that their firft ctiyn (as Pliny will) was 
tlamped with a Cow (although in a general fignifi- 
cation Pecunia comprifed all goods, moveable and 
immoveable). It was alfo by them called Moneta 
in a more reltrict rignificalion,aMonendo,(asSuida5 
faith) becaufe when the Romans ftood in need of 
money, Juno admoniftied them to ufe juflice, and 
there fhould be no wjnt of money : the eft'eii 
whereof when they found, flie was furnamed Juno 
Moneta, and money was coyned in her Temple. 
And albeit money had no temple eretled to it at 
Rome for a longtime, yet it was as much honoured 
as either Peace, Faith, Viflory, Vertuc; or accord- 
ing to that of Juvenal: 

" Et ll luTit-lla pecunia templo 
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But afterward, 



Fides, Vifloi 
hen as all God's gifts were b' 



' Pagans made Gods and GoddefTes, Money was all 
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MONEY. 191 

I enflirined by the name of Dea Pecunia, in the figure 

I of a woman holding a pair of ballances in one hand 

I and Cornucopia in another : unto whom I doubt 

not but as many commit Idolatry now as then; 

when as the Greek proverb will be always verified, 

Chremata, Cbremata Aner, Money. Money is the 

man, yea, and the fifth Element. And as he faith : 



" Uxarem cuir 
£[ genus & formiin 



dole, fidcinijiie 
Rtgin. P.™ 
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From the Latin word Moneta came the old word 
among our Englifli-Saxon Anceilours Munet, which 
we now call Money, as the Germans Muntz, the 
French Monoies, the Italians Moneta, and the Spa- 
niards Moneda, Which, as Civilians note, mull 
confifl of matter, form, weight, and value : for the 
matter, copper, is thought to have been firft coyned j 
afterward lilver, for the cleannefs, beauty, fweet- 
nefs, and brightnefs 1 and laftly gold, as more clean, 
more beautiful, more fweet, more bright, more rare, 
more pliable and portable, apteit to receive form, 
and divifiblc without lofs, never waited by fire, 
but more purified, not letTened by occupying, rufl 
or fcurf; abiding fretting, and liquors of Salt and 
Vinegar without dammage; and may be drawn 
without wooll, as if it were wooll So that thefe 
two metals have been chofen amongd all civil na- 
tions, as by the common confent, to be the inflru- 
ments of exchange and meafurc of all things. Albeit 
other matter hath been ufed for money, as among 
the ancient Britains, befides brafs, and iron rings, or, 
as fome fay, iron plates reduced to certain weight ; 
and among the Lacedemonians ironlingetsquenched 
with vineger, that they may ferve to no other ufe ; 
and now the Indians have their Cacoas in fome parts, 
and Ihclls in other, to ferve for mjne ', There alfo 



hath been ftamped money of leather, as appeareth 
by Seneca, who mentioned that there was in ancient 
lime Curium forma publico percujfum : and alfo that 
Frederick the Second, when he befieged MJUan, 
damped leather Tor currant. And there is a tradi- 
tion that in the confufed ftate of the Barons' War, 
the like was ufcd in England, yet I never faw any 
of them. But we have feen money made by the 
Hollanders of padbord, anna 1574. 

As for form, becaufe I haften home, it were im- 
pertinent to note here how the Jews, albeit they 
detefted Images, yet they imprinted upon their 
flieckle on the one fide the Gold pot which had the 
Manna, with this infcription in Hebrew— Sicius If- 
raelis, i. i. Sydus Ifraelis; and on the other lide the 
rod of Aaron, with buds and blolToms, and Hieru- 
falem Sanila. Or how the Dardanians ftamped in 
their coyns two Cocks fighting; Alexander his Horfe 
Bucephalusi the Athenians an Owle or an Oxc, 
from whence came the Proverb againft bribing 
Lawyers, Bos in Lingua. They of ^gina a Snayl, 
whereof alfo rofe another Proverb, "Virtulem & 
Sapieniiam vincunt teftudines," for that money 
goeth beyond both valour and wifdom. 

As for the Romans, as they did fet down the 
Image and Infcription of the Conful while the Com- 
monwealth flouriflied, afterward of the Emperour 
on the one fide, fo they changed the reverfe always 
upon new events or exploits; and it is fuppofed by 
fome that the great ounce Medalls both of brafs and 
gold were itamped for honour, and to continue the 
memory of Princes : neverthelefs they were currant 
as well as the fmalleft. And this manner of flamp- 
ing the Prince's image upon coyns was continued 
amongft all civil nations ; only the Turks and other 
Mahumetans in deteftation of Images infcribed the 
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Prince's name and year of the tranf migration of their 
prophet Mahomet, which happened in the year of 
our Lord 622. 

After the arrival of the Romans in this Ifle the 
Britains imitated them; for they coyned both gold 
and copper, and yet there are extant fome of Cuno- 
belin, King of Eflex and Middlefex, with a bcardlefs 
image infcribed Cunobelin, and in the reverfe, fome 
with an Horfe; fome with a Coyner and Tafcioi 
fome with two heads conjoyned and Cuno, and in 
the reverie either an Hog under a tree with Camu, 
or one ear of corn with Camu, to note as it feemeth 
Camatodunum, as they then called it, now Maldon, 
which w 
There a; 
Brunduc 
not feen. 

VVh< 



ihe principal feat of the Kingdof 
e likewife fome to be feen of that famous 
a, which only I hear of, but hitherto have 



1 the Romans had extinguiihed the Kings 
here they fupprefled the Britifli coyns, and brought 
in their own as a proof of their conquelt, which 
were currant here from the time of Claudius unto 
Valentinian the younger, the Ipace of fome 500 years. 
And whereas all the money for this part of the world 
was coyned a long time, either at Rome, Lyons, or 
Trier, ConlVantine as it feemed ereiEted a Mynt at 1, 
London; for wc have feen copper coyn of his with !; 
P. Lond. S. implying Pecunia Londini fignata: and * 
there was an Officer as Treafurer of this Mynt at 
London called PrKpofitus Thefaurorum Auguften- 
fium; For London was called Augufta in the de- 
clining ftate of the Empire. Of thele Roman coyns 
great plenty have been found, and dayly arc found, 
which were hid (as the Saxon Cronicle faith) when 
Maximus carried fo many Britains into France with 
him, and at divers other times overcovered in the 
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ground in the fuddain ruinating of Towns by the 
Saxons and others, 

After the Romans had given over the pofleflion of 
this Realm, it feemeth probable that their coynwas 
ftill currant here a long time ; for there never as yet, 
as far as 1 underKand, have been any coyns tbund 
of Vortiger, Vortimer, Aurelius, Ambrofius, Arthur, 
and others which lived in thofc times, As for the 
Britains or Welfh, whalfoever Jura Majedalis their 
Princes had, I cannot underftand that they ever had 
anycoynof their own, for no learned of that Nation 
have at any time feen any found in Wales or elfc- 
where. The moll ancient Eiiglifti coyn which 
hitherto hath come to my fight, was of Ethelbcrt, 
KingufKent.thefiritChriilianKingofourEngliOi 
Nation, and in that Age and fucceeding times all 
Mony-accounts pafled by the names of Pence, Shil-'J 
lings, Pounds and Mancufes. Pence feemeth to be * 
borrowed from their Latine word Pecunia, or rather 
from Pendo, for the juft weight thereof, which 
weighed about three pennies of our money, and 
were rudely Itamped with the King's Image on the 
one fide, and the M int-m after 's on the other, or clfe 
the name of the City where they were coyned. 
Five of thefc pence made their (hilling, which they 
■ called fcilling, probably from fcilingus, which the 
Romans ufed for the fourth part of an ounce, L.21 
parag. Rlium; and forty eight of the fcillings made 
their pound, and 400 of thefe pounds were a legacy 
for a King's daughter, as appeareth by the laft Will 
and Teftament of King Alfred. By thefe names they 
tranflated all fumms of money in their old Englifh 
Teftament, as Talents, by Pundes; the thirty filver 
pieces, Judas's price of treafnn, by ihirtig fdlUnga ; 
tribute money by Penining-, the farthing and mite 
by Keortling. Only the itater found in the tifli's 
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mouth by Weeg, which we now tranllate a. piece of ^ 
20 pence. But they had no other coyned money but 
pencconly, the reft werenamesof numbers orweighls. 

Thirty of thefe pence, as Alfrii;, Archbilhop of 
Canterbury, in his Saxun Grammar notes, made 
a Mancus, which fume think tu be ail one with a n 
Mark, for that Manca and Mancufa is tranflated in 
ancient Books by M area. And Manca, as appeareth 
by an old fragment, was qu'inta pars uncia. They 
reckoned thefe Mancufe or Mancus, both in gold 
and filver: For about the year of our Lord 680 Ina, 
King of the Wert Saxons, as we read in Malmfbury, 
enforced the Kentifh men for to redeem their peace 
at the price of thirty thoufand Mancas of gold. In 
the notes upon King Canutus Laws I find this dif- 
ference, thai Mancufa was as much as a Mark of 
filver; and Manca was a fquare piece of gold, com- 
monly valued at thirty pence. 

The Danes alfo brought in a reckoning of Money 
by Ores, per Oras, which is mentioned in Domes- o 
day-book. Whether it were a fevcral coyn, or a 
certain fumm, 1 know not, but I colle£l out of the 
Abbey-book of Burton that 20 Oraewere ratable to 
two Marks of filver. I may alfo fuppofe that the 
Sound of Denmarke, where Ships pay toll for paf 
fage, called Ore-found, hath the denomination from 
this Ores. In Doomes-day-book there is alfo men- 
tion of **LibrK arfE, penfatse, ad numerum, & de 
albo Argento," which impiieth in my opinion 
Moneys tryed for their allay by fire, payed by weight, 
number, and in bullion. 

Gold [hey had alfo which was not of their own 
coyn, but Out-!ardiflii which they called in Latine 
BIzantini, as coyned at C on if an tin op le, fometime ^ 
called Bizantium, and not at Befanfon in Burgundy, b. 
This Coyn is not now knownj but Dunftan, Arch- 
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bifhop of Canterbury, (as it is in the Aulhentica! 
deed 1 purchafed Hendon in Middlefex of King Edgar 
CO Weftminfter, for 200 Bizantines: of what value 
they were was utterly forgotten in the time nf King 
Edward the Third; for whereas the Bilhop of Nor- 
wich was conde'Tined to pay a Bizantine of gold to 
the Abbot of Saint Edmunds-bury, for encroaching 
upon his liberty (as it was enabled by Parliament in 
the time of the Conquerour), no man then living 
could tell how much that was, fo as it was referred 
to the King to rate how much he fliould pay. 
Which I do much marvell at, when, as but one 

. hundred years before, two hundred thoufand Bizants 
were exacted of the Soldan for the redeeming of 

■. Saint Lewis of France, which were then valued at 
an hundred thoufand Lieurs. The name concinueth 
yet in the blazon of Arms, where Plates of Gold 
are called Bezantesi and in the Court of England, 
where a great piece of Gold valued at fifteen pound, 
which the King offereth upon high Fcftival days, 
is yet called a Bizantine: which anciently was apiece 
of Gold coyned by the EmperoursofConftantinople; 
but afterward there were two purpofely made for 
the King and Queen with the refemblance of the 
Trinity infcribed, " In honorem fanitie Trinitatis," 
and on the other fide the Picture of the Virgin Mary, 
with "In honorem faiii^E Maria; Virginis:" and this 
was ufed till the firft year of King James, who upon 
juft reafon caufed two to be new caft, the one for 
himfelf, having on the one fide the Figure of a King 
kneeling before an Altar, with four Crowns before 
him, implying his four Kingdoms, and in the Cir- 
cumfcription, "Quid retribuam Domino pro omnibus 
quae tribuit mihi?" on the other fide a Lamb lying 
by a Lion, with "Cor contritum & humiliatum non 
ilcfpiciet Deus." And in another for the Quee 
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Crown prote£led by a Cherubin, over that an eye, 
and "Deus" in a cloud, with "Teget alafummus;" 
on the reverfe a Oueen kneeling before an Altar, 
with this circumftription, "Piis precibus, fervente 
fide, humili obfequio." 

But to our purpofe. Albeit the coyning of money 
is an efpecial right and prerogative of Sovereign 
Majefty, yet our ancient Saxon Kings communicated 
it to their fubjeifls; for there was in every good Town 
one coyner, but at London eight; at Canterbury 
four for the King, two for the Archbiftiop, one for 
the Abbot ; at Winchefter fix; at Rochefter three; two 
at Haftings; fo at Hampton, Excefter, Shaftcftury, 
Lewis,' and Chicherter; at which timefalfe coyners 
loH their hands by Law. 

The Norman Kings continued the fame form, 
coyning only pence with the I'rince's Image on the 
one fide, and on the other the name of the City 
where it was coyned, with a crofs fo deeply im- 
preiTed that it might be eafily parted and broken into 
two halfs, which fo broken they called Half-pence, 
and if into four parts, they called them fourthings, 
or Farthings. 

Grievous were the punifhments* of falfe coyners 
in this Age, who were punifhed by putting out of 
eyes,cuttingoft"handsandgenitals. Great alfo was the 
diforder: For in King Stephen's time every Earl and 
Baron creiSed his Mynt -, but Henry the Second fup- 
prefled them all, t altered the coyn, which was cor- 
rupted by counterfeitours, to the great good of the 
Common-weale, but dammage of fume private men : 
he alf[> granted liberty of coyning to certain Cities 
and Abbies, allowing them one llaple and two pun- 
cheons 2t a rate, with certain reltriflions. In the 
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time of his fon, King Richard the Firft, monejiy 
coyned in the Eaft parts of Germany began to be i^ 
cfpecial requeit in England for the purity thereof, 
and was called Ealterling money, as all the Inhabi- 
tants of thofe parts were called Eallerlings, and 
fhortly alter fomc of that Country, (kilfui in Mint 
•- matters and allaies, were fent for into this Realm to 
' bring the coyn to perfeiftion; which fiiice that time 
was called of them Sterling, for Eafterling, not from 
Striveling in Scotland, nor from a Star, which fomc 
dreamed to be coyned thereon ; for in old deeds they 
are always called Nummi EOerlingi, which implyed 
as much as good and lawful money of England, or 
Proba Moneta among the Civilhns, and Monoy de 
Roy in France. Otho, a German, was the principal 
among thefc taiterlings, and in old Records is called 
OthoCuneator,who grew to fuch wealth that Thomas 
his fon, furnamed Fitz-Othes, married one of the co- 
heirs of Beauchamp, Baron of Bedford ; was Lord of 
Mendlelham in Suffolk, and held in fee Co make the 
coyning (lamps ferving for all England; which olScc 
defcended by an heir general to the Baron Boute- 
tort, from whom Ferrers of Tamworth, Berklays of 
Stoke, Knivets and others are lineally defcended. 

Ncverthelefs this Eailerling good money was in a 
fhort time fo corrupted and clipped by Jews, Italian 
Ufurcrs, called then Corfini (who were the firft 
Chriflians that brought in ufury among us), and 
ii Flemings, that the King by Proclamation was en- 
forced to call in the old money, make a new {lamp, 
and to ere£l Exchanges where the weight of old 
money was exchanged for new, allowing thirteen 
pence for every pound, to the great dammage of the 
people, who belide their travel, charge, and long 
attendance received (as my Auihour faith) of the 
Bankers fcani twenty Ihillings fur thirty, which the 
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Earl of Cornwall farmed of the King, rcferving only 
the third parr for the King, 

King Edward the Firit, as he eftablifhed the mea- ' 
fure of an Ell by the length of his arm, imitating 
therein Carolus Magnus, fo he firft eftabllflied a cer- 
tain ftandard for the coyn which was preferibed in 
this manner by Gregory Rockley, Mayor of London, i 
and Mint-mafter, if I do not mifcunceive it. 

" A pound of money containcth twelve ounces; ' 
in a. pound there ouglit to be eleven ounces, two j 
Eafterlings and one ferling, and the other allay. 
The faid pound ought to weigh twenty {hillings and 
three pence in account. So that no pound be more 
than twenty Ihillings four pence, nor Icfs than 
twenty (hillings two pence in account and in weight. 

"The ounce ought to weigh twenty pence, and J 
a penny twenty four grains and a half. Note that n 
eleven ounces two pence ferling ought to be of fo □ 
pure fiivcr as is called leaf filver, and the Minter '^ 
muft add of other weight feventeen pence half-penny J 
fanhing, if the filver be fo pure." i. 

This King alfo Hrft coyned the penny, half-penny, * 
ajid farthing round, which before were the half part, ^ 
or fourth part broken of the penny. Whereupon the '^. 
Chronicles verified hereby a Prophecy of Merlin, a 
'^Findetur forma commcrcii, dimidium rotundum J 
eric," and thereupon thefe Rhimes were made at " 
that time. 

" Edward did fmlte round penny, halfpenny, Tarthing ^ 

The crola paffa the band ol all throughout the ring. 

The King's fide was his head, and his name written i 

The crofs fide, what City it was in coyned and fmiiien. 

To poor man to prieft the penny frales nothing. 

Men give God aie the leaft, they feall him with a farthing. 

A ihoufand two hundred fourlcore years and moe 

On this monty men wondred, when it firft began to go." 

The fame King iikewife called in certain coun- 
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terfeit pieces coined by the French, called Pollards, 
Crocars, and Rofaryes, whereupon was then made 
this £cchoing barbarous Verfei 

"Laudc decorcris, noftris ftitlinge gercm, 
Crocar cs, lelque peris, fugias, a» rite teneris," 

Money (b refined was by ftealth tranfported and 
counterfeited, and forreign coins called Mitres Lyons 
imported in fucb quantity that they were forbidden 
by Proclamation, and 280 Jews executed at London 
for clipping the King's Coin. Afterward Crocars 
and Pollards were decried down to an half-penny. 
Rofaries. Stepings and Staldings forbidden. Black 
money {what that was I know not, if it were not of 
Copper, as Maile and Black-maile) was forbidden 
by King Edward 11 L upon painof forfeiture thereof, 
and Gaily half-pence brought hither by the Gallies 
of Genoa, who had great trade in England, was 
eftfoons prohibited by Parliament in the time of 
King Henry the Fourth; Sufkins and Dodkins' by 
King Henry the Fifth, and Blanks by King Henry 
the bixth. 

About the year 1320 the Kings and States of 
Chriftendom began to coin Gold, as the Emperours 
of Almain, the French King, the Duke of Venice 
and Genoa, whofe pieces were thereupon called 
Ducats, and our King Edward the Third imitating 
them, firft coined Gold. Why they fo long forbare 
to coin Gold, I know not, uniefs it were of igno- 
rance, for I think it proceeded not from the Law 
of Jul inian the Emperour, who forbad forreign 
Princes to coin Gold. 

The firft Gold that King Edw. IIL coined was 
in the year 1343, and the pieces were called Flo- 
coin, valued at a little more 




.ibecaufeFlorentineswerethecoiners. Shortly \Tdi 
alter he coined Nobles, of noble, fair and fine gold, ^^^j. 
the penny of gold; afterward the Rofe-Noble then ^""f- 
currant for fix fliillings eight-pence, and which our ii«4-ifi 
Alchymifts do affirm (as an unwritten verity) was *j,°.6o 
made by projection or multiplication Alchymical of 
Raymund LuUy, in the Tower of London, who 
would prove it as Alchymically, befide ihe tradition 
of the Rabbles in that faculty by the infcription j for 
as upon the one fide there is the King's Image in a 
Ship, to nocifie that he was Lord of the Seas, with 
his titles, fo upon the reverfe, a crofs floury with 
Lioneux, infcribed, "Jcfusautem tranfiens per me- 
dium eorum ibat." Which theyprofoundiyexpound, 
as Jefus paifed Invifible and in molt fecret manner 
by the middeft of Pharifees, fo that gold was made 
by invifible and fecret art amidft the ignorant- But 
others fay, that Te\t was the only Amulet ufed in 
that credulous warfarini; age to efcape dangers in 
battles. This King coined alfo half Nobles, called 
then the half-penny of gold, lefs pieces of gold of 
three (hillings four pence, and fome of twenty pence, 
called the farthing of gold: and likewife in filver. 
Groats and half groats, by the advice of William 
Edingdon, Bifhop of W inchefter, and then Treafurer 
of England. 

It is memorable that the reverend and learned 
Cuthbert Tunftall, Bifliop of Durham, obferved in 
the Gold of this King, that it came neareft to that 
of the ancient Romans. As that four Rofe-Nobles 
did weigh an ounce, and were equivalent to the 
Roman Aurei both in weight and finenefs, and fix 
Nobie-Angtls made an ounce, and were anfwerable 
in all points to the old Roman Soiidus Aureus. Like- 
wife, in filver coins, that an old Iterling groat was 
equivalent to the Roman Denarius the half groat 
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to the Quinarius, and the old (terling penny to the 
Seftcrtius Nummus; and Scftertium in the Neuter 
gender (a thoufand Seflerlil) to five pound fterling, 
when three Ihillings four pence went to the ounce; 
but now to Teven pound ten Ihillings, according to 
Sir Thomas Smith's account, when iivc fhillings 
goeth to the ounce. 

The fucceeding Kings coined Rofe-Nobles and 
double Rofe-Nobies, the Great Sovereigns, with the 
faid infcription, " Jcfus autem tranfiens per medium . 
eorumibat;" and half Rofe-Nobles, with " Dominc ] 
nc in furore arguas me;" and half Henry-Nobles 
with the fame, and K. H, VI. when he was crowned 
K. of France, coined the Salut, fo ftiortly confradted 
for the Salutation, having on the one fide the Angei 
faluting the Virgin Mary, the one holding the Arms 
of England, the other of France, with the King's i 
Title. On the reverfe a crofi between a Flower de ] 
luce and a Lion paflant, with " Chriftus vincit, 
Chriftus regnat, Chriftus imperat." The George- 
Noble had S. George, with "Tale dicata iigno mens 
fluiftuare nefcit." The Angels had "Per crucem 
tuam falva nos Chrifte Redemptor." The Sovereigns 
of K. Edw. VI. and Q. Elizabeth, "Scutum Fidel 
protegeteam." The .-Angels of Q. Eliz. "A domino 
fadlum eft iftud, & eft mirabile." The Crown of 
Phiiipand Mary, "Mundi falusunica." King Henry 
the Seventh (lamped a fmall coin called Dandyprats; I 
and firft, as I read, coined (hillings, whereas before ' 
it was a name of weight rather than a coin, on the 
reverfe whereof, as of fixpences, groats &c. was 
written, "Pofui Deum adjutorem meum," as upon 
lefler pieces of our Sovereign " Rofa fine fpina:" 
for (he firft coyned the pieces of three pence, three 
half pence, and three farthings. Upon this former | 



infcripdon of *' Pofui Deum adjutorem meum" a 
rude Scholar grounded his Apology {when he was 
charged to have gotten a Fellowmip in a Cotledge 
indiredly) by protefting folcmnly by his faith and 
honcfty that he came in only by " Pofui Dei 
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'el, for fome are 
: by mediation and help of 



jutorem meum." And i 
faid to have higher plac 
Angels ! 

Thefe coins and infcriptions continued until King 
James having happily attained the whole Monarchy 
of Great Britain, caufed new coins to be made of 
feveral (lamps, weights, and values, to be currant in 
his Kingdoms, that is to fay, one piece of Gold ot 
the value of 20j, iierling, called the Unite, ftamped 
on the one ilde with his pidlure formerly ufed with 
this ftile, "Jacobus Dei Gra. Mag. Britannia, Fran. 
& Hibern, Rex," and on the other fide his Arms 
crowned, with this word, "Faciam cos in gentem 
iinam." One other gold money of ten (hillings called 
the Double Crown, and one of five (hillings called 
the Britain Crown, on the one fide with his Pidlure 
accuftomed, and his itile, as aforefaid; and on the 
other fide his Arms, with this word, " Henricus 
Rofas, Regna Jacobus." One other piece of four 
fliillings, called the Thiftle Crown, havingon the 
one fide a Rofe crowned, and his title " Ja.D, Gra. 
Mag. Br. Fr. fit Hiber. Rex:" and on the other fide 
aThiftIc Flower crowned with this word, "Tueatur 
uniu Deus." Alfo pieces of two fliillings fix pence, 
called Half Crowns, with his Pi£lure accuftomed, 
and this word, " Ja. D. Gr. Rofa fine fpina:" and on 
the other fide his Arms, and this word, "Tueatur 
unita Deus." And for filver monies, pieces of five 
fliillings and two ftiillings fix pence, having on the 
one lide his Picture on Horfeback, and his llilc 



aforefaid : and pieces of twelve pence and fix pence,J 
having his Pidlurc formerly ufcd, and his iV 
on the other fide his Arms, with this word, " Qux 
Deus conjunxit, nemo feparet. " Alfo pieces of two 
pence, having on the one fide a Rofe crowned, and 
about it, " Ja. D. Gr. Rofa fine fpina:" and on the 
other ficJe a Thiftle Flower crowned, and about it,i 
'*Tueatur unita Deus." And one penny having 
on the one fide a Rofe, and about it, "Ja, D. Gr. 
Rofa fine fpina:" and on the other fide a Thiftle 
Flower, with this word, " Tueatur unita Deus." 
And the half-penny, having on the one fide a Rofe, 
and on the other a Thiftle Flower, 

King Henry the Eighth, who had infinite wealth 
left by his prudent and fparing Father, and fo en- 
riched himfelf by the fpoyls of Abbies, by Firft 
fruits. Tenths, exaflions, and abfenties in Ireland, 
was yet fo impovertftied by his pompous profufion, 
that in his later dayes he firft corrupted the rich coin 
of this flourifliing Kingdom with Copper, to his 
great diftionour, the dammage of Succe(Iburs,and the 
people, although for his advantage for the prcfent. 
Upon which occafion, that we may infert a tale, 
when we purpofe nothing ferious here, Sir John 
Rainsford meeting Parfon Brocke, the principal de- 
vifer of the Copper Coin, threatned him to break 
his head, for that he had made his Sovereign Lord 
(the moil beautiful Prince, King Henry) with a red 
and copper nofe. So bafe and corrupted with copper 
were his moneys, as alfo of King Edward the Sixth, 
that fome of them which was then called Teftons, 
becaufe the King's head was thereon figured, con- 
tained but two pence farthing in filver, and other 
four pence half-penny. But Queen Elizabeth, of 
thrice happy memi>ry, to her ever Glorious Renown, 
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confidering in the beginning of her Reign by the 
long fuflerance of that bafe and copper moneys, not 
only her Crown, Nobility, and Subjeiits of this her 
Realm to be daily more and more impoverifhed, the 
ancient and fingular honour and ellimation which 
this Realm of England had beyond all other by 
plenty of moneys of Gold and Silver, only fine and 
not bafe, was hereby decayed, but alio by reafon of 
thcfe faid bafe monies, great quantity of forged and 
counterfeits were daily made and brought from be- 
yond Seas, for the which the ancient hne gold and 
iilver, and the rich Merchandize of this kealm was 
tranfpiirted and daily carried out of the fame, to the 
impoverilhing thereof, and enriching of others; And 
finally, hereby all manner of prices of things in this 
Realm, necefl'ary forfuftentatJon of the people, grew 
daily excellive, to the lamentable and manifel) hurt 
and oppreflion of the State, efpeciallyof Penfioncrs, 
Souldiers, and all hired fervants, and other mean 
people that live by any kind of wages, and not by 
rentsof Lands, or trade of Merchandize. She, upon 
theie conii derations, defirous to retine the coin, not 
according to the legal, but natural eltimadon of the 
mettal, hrft marked the bafe money, fome with 2 
Grey-hound, other with a Portcullices, and other 
with a Lion, Harp, Rofe, or Flower de Lys, and 
after a time, calling them to her Mint, repayed fo 
much for them as they contained in pure filver; fo 
that by her benefit England enjoyeth as fine or rather 
finer Iterling filver than ever it was in this Realm 
by thefpaceof two hundred years and more, a matter 
worth marking and memory. Verily a greater matter 
than either King Edward the Sixth or Queen Mary 
durft attempt. Whatfoever doth remain for money, 
let Money-mongers fupply when they will. And I 
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refer to Politicians to difpute among themfeJves, 
whether the dearth of all things, which mofl com- 
plain of, doth proceed from plenty of Gold and Silver | 
fince the late difcoveries, or from Monopolies and 
combinations of Merchants and Craftfmen, or from 
tranrpoitation of Grain, or from pleafure of great 
Perfonages, which do moll highly rate fuch things 
as they molt like, or excefs in private perfons, or to 
all thcfc conjoyntly.' 



Apparel. 

JO doubt but after the creation mankind 
t firft naked, and in probability might 
I fo have continued. For that as nature 
had armed other creatures with hair, 
, fhels, and fcales, fo alfo man with fltin 
fufficient againft the injuries of the air. For in this 
cold Countrey in Severus' time, the moft Northern 
Britains were all naked, and thereunto ufe had fo 
hardened them: according to that which a half 
naked poor beggar anfwered in cold weather to one 
warmly clad with his furs, muffs, and fables about 
his neck, marvailing at his nakednefs: I as much 




< Had Tie Timei mifted in his day, I have no doubt that 
MaftcT Camden, from his btgc acquaintance with thinga in 
general, tould have produced a very able " money article " in 
that journal. But methinks that, cotdd he have foiefeen the 
exiftencc of a fdtnet of which (as to England) the prefent 
chapter was in all probability ibe germ, he would have been 
hignly gratified. I mean, of courle, the fcience — for to that 
dignity it hat arrived— of Nutnifmatii's. 
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marvail how you can abide your face bare, for all 
m)' body is matie of the fame metal that your face is. 

But a baftiful ftiamefaftncfs in-bred in man, and 
withal a natural defire of decency, and neceffity of 
coverture in extreme weather, tirit gave occafion to 
inventapparel, and afterward pride, playing uponcon- 
ceited opinions of decency, hath infinitely varied the 
fame in matter, form, and faftiion, and fo now doih 
and will continually. 

Lucretius, the ancient Poet, thought that gar- 
ments of knit work, and after of woven, were tirft 
in ufc by this verfe : 

" Nexilis »nie fuit vcftis, ([Uam tcxlilc Kgmcn." 
As that iron was found out afterward, without 
which weaving could not be ufed. But others think 
that Beafts' (kins after Adam's leaves was man's firft 
coverture. Certainly at Cafar's arrival, fome years 
before Chrift's Nativity, the Britains in the South 
parts of this our Ifle, were attired with (kins, and 
after as civility grew under the Romans, they a(- 
fumed the Roman habit 

The Engliih which at their firft arrival here ufed 
long Jacquets,were ihorn all the head, faving about 
the crown, and under that an iron ring. After they 
wore loofe and large white garments, with broad 
guards of divers colours as the Lombards, Some- 
what before the conqueft they were all gallant with 
coats to the mid-knee, head fhorn, beard Qiaved, 
arms laden with bracelets, and face painted. 

Whofoever will enter into this argument fince 
the conqueft, his pen may have a fpacious walk ;^ 
but I, purpofing to be brief, will omit the royal 
habits of Kings at their Coronation, the mantle of 
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Saint Edward, the Dalmatica with llet 
dotal garment), their hole and faiidals. As alfo the^ 
honourable habiliments, as robes of State, Parlia- 
ment robes, Chaperons and Caps of Eftatc, houp- 
iands, which Tome thin!: to be trains, the Surcoate. 
Mantle, Hood, and CoUer of the order of the Garter» 
ice. the Ghimners, Rochets, Miters of Biftops, with 
the Archbiftiop's I'all bought To dearly at Rome, 
and yet hut made of the wool of white lambs, fed 
by Saint Agnes' Nunnes, and led about Saini Peter's 
Altar, and laid upon his tomb. Neither will 1 fpeak 
of thejudges' red robes, and Cojler of S S. which 
they ufcd in memory of S. Simpljcius, a fan^ltiied 
Lawyer and Senatour of Rome.' 1 omit, 1 fay, all 
thefe matters, whereof each one would require a 
whole treatife, and will briefly note what I have 
obferved by the way in my little reading. 

Robert, eldeR fon to the Conqueror, ufed Ihort 
hofe, and thereupon was by-named Court-hofe, and 
(hewed tirft the ufe of them to the Englilh. But 
how (light they were then you may underhand by 
King William Rufus's hofe, of which I fhaU fpeak 
hereafter. 

King Henry the firft reprehended much the im- 
modefty of apparel in his days; the particulars are 
not fpccitied, but the wearing of long hair, with — 
locks and Perukes, he abolished. J 

King Henry the fecond brought in the fhoflfl 
Mantle, and thereof had the by-name of Court-^ 
mantle. And in this time the ufe of filk, I mean 
Bombycina, made by filk-worms, was brought out 

' The collar of ES, .ind irs oiisin have been largely dlf- 
cufTed, particularly in the " GcntTcman's Migaiinc " a few 
years Cnce, and *' Notes and Queries," vols. ii. to x. (Firft 
Series). After all, it may reafonahiy be doubted whether thii 
ornament has any fpccific mtaning. 




of Greece into Sicilie, and then into other parts of 
Chriltendome. I'or Sericutn, which was a doune 
kenibed off from trees among the Seres in Eaft- 
India, as Bjfl'us was a plant or kind of filk grafs, as 
they now call it, were unknown. 

There was alfo a coftly Huff at thofe limes here 
in England, called in Latine Aurifrifmm ; what it 
was named in Englilh I know not, neither do 
imagine it Aurlphrygium, and to fignilie embroydery 
with gold, as Opera Phryg'ia were embroideries. 
Whatfoever it was, much delired it was by the 
Popes, and highly eileemed in Italy. But to the 

What the habits, both civil and military, were in 
the time of King John, Henry the third, and fuc- 
ceedingages, may better appear by their monumenrs, 
old glafs windows, and ancient Arras, than be found 
in writers of thofe times. As alfo the robes (which j 
the Kings then allowed to each Knight when he • 
was dubbed,) of Green or Burnet, viz. Tunlcam is* 
pallium cum punulis I'yffis, as they fpake in that age, 
and appeareth upon record. Neither is it to be 
doubted but fucceilive time and Englifli mutability 
brought in continually new cuts, as in the time of 
King Edward the third, which may be underllood 
by this rhime then made : 

" Long beards, heart!c&. 

Painted huods, willcls. 

Gay coat*, gracclefi., 

Makei England thriftlcls." 
Many Statutes were alfo provided in that behalf, 
I and the hiftory called " Eulogium " proveth no lefs. 
"The Commons (faith he) were belbttcd in excefs 
of apparel, in wide furcoats reaching to their loyns, 
fome in a garment reaching to their heels, clofe be- 
fore and ftrowting out on the fides, fo that on the 



back they make men feem women, and this thq 
call by a ridiculous name, Gown. Their hoods are 

I- iittle, lied under the chin, and buttoned like the 
women's, but fet with gold, filver, and precious 

■ ftones. Their lirripippes reach to their heels all jag- 
ged. They have another weed of iilk which they 
call a Paltock. Their hofe are of two colours, or pied 
with more, which with lachets, which they called 
Herlots, they tie to their Paltocics. without any 
breeches. Their girdles are of gold and filver, fome 
worth 20 Marks: their (hoes and pattens are fnowted 
and piked more than a finger long crooking upwards, 
which they call Crackows,' refcmbling the Divcl's 
claws, which were fjftned to the knees with chains 
of gold and filver. And thus were they garmented 
which (as mv Authour faith) were Lyons in the 
Hall and Hares in the Field." The Book of Wor- 
ccfter reporteth that in the year of our Lord 1369, 
they began to ufe caps of divers colours, efpecially 
red with coftly lyningsi and 1372 they firft began 
to wanton it in a new round curtal weed which they 
called a Cloak, and in Latine ArmUaufii^ as only 
covering the fhoulders. Here you may fee when 
Gowns, Cloaks, and Caps firft came in ufe, though 
doubtlefs they had fome fuch like attire in difi*erent 
names. 

How ftrangely they were attired under King 
Richard the Second, the good perfon' in Chaucer 
fliall tell you. " Aias, may not a man fee, as in our 
days, the finful coftly array of ctoathing, and, namely, 
in too much fuperfluity of clothing, fuch that 
maketh it fo dear, to the harm of the people, not only 



' So called, fay the conumJD:i, from the city of Cracow, in 
PnUnd, from whence ihe ftlliion came. 
■ Sec the " Perfonei Tile," edit. Wright, Ki, 1 1 5, itft^. 
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the cofV of embroidering, the difguifed endenting, or 
barring, ounding, playting, winding, or bending, and 
femblable wafte of cloth in vanity. But there is alfo 
the coftly furring in their gowns, fo much pounfing 
of chelell to make holes, io much dagging of fhcres 
forche, with the fuperfluiry in length of the forefaid 
gowns, trayling in the dung, and in the mire, on 
horfe and alfo on foot, as well of man as of woman. 
That all that tratUng is verily as in efted^ waded, 
confumed, and thredbare, and rotten with dung, 
rather than it is given to the poor. Upon that other 
fide, to fpeak of the horrible difordinate fcantnefs of 
cloathing, as been thefe cutted flops, or hanfelinefs, 
that through their fliortnefs cover not the ihameful 
members of man, to wicked intent. Alas, fome of 
them Ihew the bofs of their fhape, and the horrible 
fwoln members that feemeth like the malady of 
Hernia, in the wrapping of their hofen, and alfo the 
buttocks of him fare, as ii were the hinder parts of 
a (lie ape in the full of the Moon. And moreover 
the wretched fwoln members that they fliew through 
difguifing, in departing of their hnfen in white and 
red, feemeth that half their privy members were 
{lain. And if fo be that they depart their holen in 
other colours, as is white and blew, or white and 
black, or black and red, and fo forfooth, then 
feemeth, as by variance of colour, that the half part 
of their privy members been corrupt by the fire of 
S. Anthony or by canker or by other fuch mifchance. 
Of the hinder part of the buttocks it is full horrible 
for to fee, for certes in that part of their body there, 
as they purge their ftinking ordure, that foul part 
(hew they to the people, proudly in defpight of 
honefty, which honcfty Jefu Chrift and his friends 
obferved to fliew in their life. Now as to the 



ragious array 



God wot, that although the 
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vifages of fbme of them feem full cha(t and deba- 
naif e, yet notifie tn her array and attire licoroufnefi; 
and pride. I fay not that honefty in cloaihing 
man or woman is uncovenable, but certes the fupi 
l]uity of difordinaie quantity of cloathing is 
proveabie." 

They had alfo about this time a kind of Gown 
called a Git, a jacket without ileeves called a Hake- 
ton, a loofe jacket like an Herald's Coat of Armes 
called a Tabard, a Ihort gabbardin called a Court- 
pic, a gorget called a Chevefail, for as yet they 
ufed no bands about their neck ; a pouch called a 
Gifper. And Queen Anne, wife to King Richard 
the fecond, who firft taught KngHfli women to ride 
on fide-fadles, when as heretofore they rid artridc, 
brought in high head attire piked with horns, and 
long trained gowns for women. 

But farther, of the extravagancies Jn Apparel, let 

. us hearken lo what Thomas OccHve, who lived in 
King Henry the fourth's time, in a Poem* of hu(_ 

' cxprcfleth : — 

Of Pride, and ofvjajl daihitig of Lardh mtnt 

which I'l azem her aflate. 
VWIAf Ndir an old pore abytc rcgnelh ofte 
x^kIE C'^3' vcrtew, though it mollrc puurlyi 

***^" Vice is but feldom hit, (hat wtle wot It 

But not report I pray the innarijly 

That frclh aray y general deprave 

Thu worthi men mow full wed it have. 

But this me thynketh an abuGon 

To Telle one waike in a Robe of fcarlet. 

Twelve yerdis wide with peudaunt flevis doune 

On the ground, ^d the funur therein let 

Ainouniing unto xx. 1, or beiT j 

And lef he for it payd halh he no good 

LelTle him wherwith lo by himfelf ai " 
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For thogh he gtle forth among the precs 

And ovcrlooke cverc poor wight 

His cofte and eke his purs I irow be pencles. 

He hath no more than he goth yn upright: 

For Loud, Rent of Caltell he may go lyght, 

The weight of hem Hull not lu mych pcyfe 

As doth his Gonrni U luch aray to preyle i 

Nay fothly fane it i« all mys me ihynkilb 

So poor a wight his Lord IB conlrefelt 

In his aray, yn my conceyt It Ilynkith; 

Certei to blame bene the Lordis grete, 

Zcf that t durft fey they her men letc 

Vfurp fuch Lordly apparnyle 

It is not worthy, my Child, without faylc. 

Some a farrc men myght Lonis knaiv 

By her any from other folk or now, 

A man Ihall liojye or inufyn nowa long thron 

Which is which; O Lords it f.tte* lo low 

Amend thi><, for it is for your prow 

Zcf bytwen zow and lour men no difFercncc 

fie yn aray lelTe ii yout reverence. 

Alfo iher is another new jell 

A fowie wait of cloth and excelTyf 

Ther golh no UlTe in t. mannes lypett 

Than of brode doth aierde be my lyf. 

Me ihinkith this a very indullyf 

Vnto the Itclth were hem of hempen lane 

For llelrii is medid with a chekcw bane. 

Let everie Lord his awn men defende 

Such grei aray, and than on my peryll 

Thii land within a while loon Ihall amend 

Now in Godd'i name put it in exile 

Hit is fynne outrageoui and vyle 

Lordis of EC lour aftate and honour 

Loven, fleinyth this vicious errour. 

What is a Lord without his mene 

I put cafe ihal his foes him alFaylc 

Sodenly in the ftrele, what help Ihall he 

Who's lle'^es encombrous fo lyde, trayle. 

Do lo hys Lorde he may hym not avayle 

In fiich a cale he nys but a woman 

He nay not ftaml liym in ftede of a msn. 
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Hf t Armcs iwo have right y nan to done 

And fumwhai more his Utves up to hold 

The Tayllours y Howe moto her affttr fone 

Shape in the fcld, th<i ftall nol ftiape and (blile 

On her boord, thogh ihe never To mn noldc 

The cloth thit Ihall be in a gown w'toght 

Take an hole cloih i> belt, for lilTc n noght. 

The Skynnrr unto the felde mote aUb, 

Hit Haiilc in London is lb ftrcyt and Icun 

To don his crafte, lumlime il «m not lb, 

O Lords, leve it unto your men her pars 

That fo don, and queynt hem beri with Man 

Gud of Balell. he lovclh none aray 

That hurtith manhood at prctTc or afljy. 

Who now mod may bere on his bait al on* 

Of cloth and I'lirroiir halh a frefh nnoun 

He is a lufty man clepyd for the nonei 

But Drapcn, and eke Skynner^ in the (own ; 

For fuch folk han a rpeciall Orifon 

That flonlhcd is with curre:t here and there. 

And ny Oiall till they be pHyd of her gere. 

In days old whan fmall apparayll 

Suffiled unlo hy aftile or mene 

Was grcte howfholde ftuffid with vitalle 

But now houlhalils be fed fcan and lene 

For al the good that men may repe and glene 

WayHed i^ in outrageous atay 

So that houfholdis man ne hold may. 

Pride hath wele le*ere bere an hungry maw 

To bed, than lak uf aray outrage 

He no price fettith hy mtftire* few 

Nc takyih of hym cloth, mete, ne wage, 

Mefure is owt of lande on PJlgremage, 

But I fuppofe flie Ihall rellore as blyve 

For verry nede wol ua iherto dryve. 

There may no Lord take up no new gyfe 

But that a knaie Ihall the fame up take 

Than lef Lordes wolden in this wiiTe 

For to do liich gowns for hem make 

As men in old lime undertake 

The fame get wold up, be take, and ufyd 

And all the coftlew owtragie tefufid. 
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Of Lsncifire Duke Jnhn, whofc faulc in Hcvcn 

I fully deme, and trull fitiilh full hy, 

A noble Prince I may allcgge, anil nevene 

Other may no man of hym tclHtye 

I never law s Lord llial cowd him gye 

Bcii like liyi alfatc, fur knyehily prowclTe 

Wjis 10 hym girt, O G(h1 his iaulc bleHel 

HvB gey Garments were not full wide 

And lei ihei hym bycani wonder nele 

Kow wold God the waft of cloth, and pryde 

Were now I put In ejiiie perpetucll 

Pur the good and ptofftt univetletl 

And Lordis myght heipp al this if they wold 

The old get, lake, and it forlh ufe and hold. 

Than myght fylver nalke more tiiyke 

Among ibe peple than yt doth now ; 

There wuld y fayn that let were the ptyk 

Bote for my felf y Ihall do wele y now 

But Tone tor thai fuch men as thon 

That with the world wreften myght have plente 

Of coyne that they now have of grelt Icarlcle. 

Now have thes Lordis butt litill nede of Btoet 

To fwepe away the fyth owt of the Hrcle 

Sithyn fide llcvys of penylei Gromes 

Will it up lyk, he yt dry or wete. 

O England, ftond right up on ihi fete 

So fowle a wall in To fymple dcgre 

Banyihe lone, or fore I< (hall tepent thee. 

If a wight vertuous but narow clothed 

To Lordis Courrcs now a dayes goo. 

His cumpeny is to myck folk lathed 

Men paltyn by hym both to and froo 

And fcorn hym, for he ys arayed Ibo 

To her conceyte there ys no wight vertuous 

But he whos aray is outrageous. 

But he that flilre can, or ben a Bawde, 

And by the tweyn frclh iray him gete 

Holdyn it is to hvm honour and lawde, 

Trouih and deniiels mull en men foncic 

In f^rdis Courts for thel hertes ftcie 

They byndren folke, fy upon tonges witrew 

They difplelaunce in Lordis courtes brew. 
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Lo Tone myn this Tale h at an end 
Now, good Ion, have of ine no difdeyii 



Thogh I be o 

For many a long man wdic i weci ccriEa 

Off corage is lb prowde and lb hawtcyn 

That to the poor and old """■- n"A.:„. 
Full fcld hym dtymcth o 



■* Doflrii 



And not many years after fooljQi pride Co de- 
fcended to the foot, that it was proclaimed that no 
man Ihould have his (hoes broader at the toes than 
lix inches : and women bummed themlelves with 
foxes' tails under their garments, as they now do 
with French farthingalles, and men with abfurd 
Uiort garmenis, infomuch as it was ena<5ied, in 22 
E. 4, chap. I, that no manner of perfon under the 
eflate of a Lord, fhall wear from that time any 
gown or mantle, unlefs it be of fuch length that he 
being upright, it fliail cover his privy members and 
buttocks, upon pain to forfeit to our Sovereign Lord 
the King at every default 20 Ihillings. 

Neither was the Clergy clear, then, from this 
pride, as you may perceive by Perce Plowman. 
Albeit Polydor Virgil and the late Archbiftiop of 
Canterbury (moft reverend D. Parker) noteth that 
the Clergy of England never wore fjlk or velvet 
until the time of the pompous Cardinal VVolfey, 
who opened that door to pride among them, which 
hitherto cannot be fliut. The civil wars could not 
purge this general vain humour, neither the laws 
Killenafled in this behalf; neitherif a contempt of 
gold, filver, and Tilk, could be brought into men's 
minds, which is an inipoiribility,but fuppnfed by fome 
to be the only means to reftrain the vain expences 
herein: neither do I think that the fhameful ex- 
ceptions, which Zaleucus the Locrian provided in 
his laws, could flay our vanity ; who ordained that 
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no woman ihould be attended with more than one 
maid in the llreet, but when (he was drunk-, that 
(he fliould not go out of the city in the night, but 
when flic went to commit Adultery ; that (he Oiould 
not wear gold or embroidered apparel, but when 
(he purpofed to be a common (trumpet. As for 
men, that they (hould not wear rings or ({(Tues, but 
when they went a whooring. Yet for a clofe I 
will tell you here how Sir Philip Calthrop purged 
John Drakes, the Ihoemaker, of Norwich, in the 
time of King Henry the eighth, of the proud humour 
which our people have to be of the Gentlemen's 
cut. This Knight bought on a time as much fine 
French tawney Cloth as fliould make him a gown, 
and fent it to the Taylours to he made ; John 
Drakes, a (hoemaker of that town, coming to the 
fa id Taylours, and feeing the Knight's gown-cloath 
lying there, liking it well, caufed the Taylour to 
buy him as much of the fame cloth and price to 
the fame intent, and further bad him to make it 
of the fame fafhion that the Knight would have his 
made of. Not long after, the Knight coming to the 
Taylours to take meafure of his (jown, perceiveth 
the like Gown-cloth lying there, afked of the Tay- 
lour whofe it was Quoth the Taylour, It is John 
Drake's, who will have it made of the fejf-famc 
fafliion that yuurs is made of. Wel!,faid the Knight, 
in good time be it. I will (faid he) have mine made 
as full of cuts as thy (heers can make it. It (hall be 
dune, faid the Taylour : whereupon, hecaufe the 
time drew near, he made haite of both their Gar- 
ments. John Drakes, when he had no time to go 
to the Taylours till Chriftmas day, for ferving of 
cuflomers, when he had hoped to have worn his 
Gown, perceiving the fame to be full of cuts, began 
to fwear with the Taylour for the making of his 
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Gown after that fort, I have done nothing {■ _ 
the Taylour) but that you bad me, for as Sir Philip' 
Calthrap's is, even fo have I made yours. By my 
latchec, quoth John Drakes, I will never wear Gen- 
tleman's faOiion again. 

How we have offended lately herein, I refer to 
every particular man's own knowledge. I fear it 
will be verified, which an old Gentleman faid, when 
our poflerity fhall fee our pii5tures, they Ihall think 
we were foolithly proud in apparel, as when they 
fhall fee our contracts, purchafes. deeds,covenantS 
and conveyances, they will think we have been ex- 
ceeding crafty, as we jud^e the contrary by the J 
pictures and deeds of our Ancedours whom wcl 
commend for plainncls both in meaning and attire, 4 
though in fome Ages they offended in the latter as ' 
well as we. 

To what caufe our mutability (whereas our Cofins 
the Germans have been immutable herein) may be 
referred, I know nor, unlefs that we, as all Ifland- 
crs, are Lunaries, or the Moon's men, who, as it is 
in the old Epigram, could be fitted with no ap- 
parel, as her mother anfwered her, when ftic in- 
treated nothing more. 

They which miflike mofi our prefent vanity 
herein, let them remember that of Tacitus: All 
things run round, and as the feafons of the year, fo 
men's manners have their revolutions. But nothing 
maketh more to this putpofe than that of Seneca: 
Our Age is not only faulty, our Anceftours have 
complained, we complain, and our Poitcrity will 
complain, that manners are corrupted, that naugh- 
tinefs reigneth, and all things wax worfe and worfe. 
But thofe things do flay and fliall ftay, only tolled a 
little to and fro, even as the billows of the Sea. In 
one Age there will be more adulterers ; in another 
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time there will be excelTive riot in banquetting ; 
another while ilrange garmenting of the body not 
without del'ormity of the mind. At another time, 
malapertboldnefs willfquareitout; la another Age, 
cruelty, and fury of civil war will Ralhout; and fome- 
times carowfmg and drunkennefs will be counted a 
bravery. So vices do ruffle among themfelves, and 
ufurp one upon another. As for us. we may fay 
always of ourfelves : We are evil, there have been 
evil, and evil there will be. There will be always 
Tyrants, Murderers, Theeves, Adulterers, Entor- 
tloners, Church-robbers, Traytours, and other of 
the fame rabblement. 

Artillery. 

P ever the wit of man went beyond itfelf, 
lit was in the invention of Artillery or 
1 Engines of War, albeit the firft inventors 
e thought by fome to have been either 
timorous and traitorous, or fpightful and dangerous. 
Wonderful it was of what force the Aries or Ram 
was in battery, the Mufclcs, waking Towers, He- 
lepolis or Win-City, wherewith Demetrius got the 
furname Poliorcetes or Town-taker; the Balifta, in 
violent (hooting great ftones and quarrels ; as ajfo the 
Catapultes, the iVIalleoii in liring buildings, which 
could be extinguifhcd with nothing but duft ; and 
that fo famous of Archimedes' invention at the fiege 
of Syracufe, for fhot of great ftones with a marvel- 
lous crack. But that we may come home, our 
Nation had the prailice of molt of thefe, and more- 
over of Mangonels, Trahucches, and Bricolles, 
wherewith they ufed to cart mil-ftones, and the 
French men v 
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lars, by av^^H 
the Turks ^™ 



fired with the whole town of Saint Omars, 
English Youth. With thefc Engines the Turks 
(hot putrified carcafes of horfes into Negroponte, 
when they befieged it, and it is reported by Wil- 
liam Britu, that the Arcubali^a or Arbalill was 
firll (hewed to the French by our King Richard the 
Firft,' who was (hortly after ilain by a quarrel 
thereof. Whereupon the French Poet, Vvilliam 
Briton, made thefe Verfes, in the perfon of Atiopos 
the fatal Si(ter : 

*' Hie volo, nan nlii Richardum morte [ktIic, 
Ui qui Francigenis bslillx primiius iifiitn 
Tradidit, ijjle I'ui rem primitiis ui|)criatur ! 
Quimque alio& doeull m le vim ientijt arlla.'' 

Some kind of Bncol, it Teemed, which the Eng- 

lifh and Scots called an Efpringold, the (hot whereof 
King Edward the Firit efcaped fair at the fiege of 
Strivelin, where he, with anotlier Engine, named the 
Warwolf, pierced with one (lone, and cut as even 
as a thread two vauntmure?, as he did before at the 
, fiege of Brchjn ; where Thomas Maile, the Scot* 1 
■ man, fcoft'ed at the EngUfh Artillery with wipingthe ' 
wall with his handkerchief, until both he and the 
wall were wiped away with a (hot. And as the an- 
cient Romans had their Crates, Vine^e, Plutei, and 
fuch Uke to make their approaches ; fo had the Eng- 
IKhinlhis Age their Cat-houfc and Sow for the fame 
purpofc. This Cat-houfe, anfwcrable to the Cattus 
mentioned by Vegetius.was ufed in the fiege of Bed- 
ford Caftle, in the time of King Henry the Third. 
The Sow is yet ufual in Ireland, and was, in the time 
ofKing Edward the Third, ufedatthe (lege ofDun- 

> This flati'mciit may well he (jnelUancd. 1 believe that it 
could be (hown from contemporary evidence (hat [he bait/ltr 
ufedat Ballings, in 1066, "'--- 
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bar, which when the Countefs, who defended the 
Caftle, faw, (he faid merrily. That unlcfs the Eng- 
lifli men kept their Sow the better, Ihe would make 
her to call her Pigs. 

When a Catapult was firft feen at Lacedsemon, 
Archidamus exclaimed : " O Hercules ! now man- 
hood is come to an end." But what would he have 
faid, had he feen the Canon or great Ordinance of 
our Age ; which made all ancient Engines to ceafe, 
asfurpafling them all, in force, violence, impctuofity, 
fu'ddainnefs, and fwiftnefsf according to that of Saxo 
Pamphilius : 



So violent it is in breaking, tearing, bruifmg, rent- 
ing, razing, and ruinating Walls, Towers, CaAles, 
Rampiers, and all that it encountereth, that it might 
fecm to have been invented by praftice of the Devil 
to the dellruction of mankind, as (he only enemy of 
true valour and manful couragioufnefsbymurthering 
afar off 

Notwithflanding fome there are, which think 
that hereby hath been the faving of many lives, for 
that ficges, before the common ufe of them, con- 
tinued longer, to the greater lofs of people; and more 
fields were fought, with (laughter of greater multi- 
tudes. Ac the fiege of Jerufalem there were (lain 
and died ten hundred thoufand. At the Surprifes of 
Maldoji in EU'ex, then called Camalodunum, and 
Verulam, near St. Albans, were (lain by Brundwica, 
, Princefs of Norfolk and Suffolk, in the time of Nero, 
80,000. At the fiege of Alexia by Cxfar 39 thoufand, 
who alfo in his trench and Britilh wars, vaunted 
that there were (lain eleven hundred ninety two thou- 
fand men. But to omit ancient wars, at the battel of 
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Haftings, where England was conquered, 
at the leaft 47,944 Eng^ifti. At Crefli 30,000 French. 
In that of Palm Sunday 360,700. Whenasfince the 
common ufe of guns, at Flodden field were flain but 
8,000 ; at Mudeborough 4,000 ; at the great battel 
of Drcux feven or eight thoufand ; and fewer in the,, 
latter battels. UnJefs you will, with King Lewis the, 
Eleventh of France, luppofe the number to be cor- 
rupted in the ancient Hiftories, who could not be 
induced to believe, that there were fo great Armies 
levied, or fo many (lain as arc fpecified in them. ■ 

Some have fayled a long courfe as far as China, 
the fartheft pan of the U'orld to fetch the invendoo, 
of Guns from thence, but we know the SpaniQipro-, 
>erb, " Long wayes, long lies." One writeth, t 
know not upon whofe credit, that Roger Bacon, 
commonly called Fryer Bacon, knew to make an 
Engine, which with Saltpeter and Brimflone, Ihould 
prove notable for battery, but he tendringthe fafety 
of mankind would not difcover it. 

The beft approved Authours agree that they were. 
invented in Germany, by Berthold Swarte a Monk, 
Ikiiful in Geber's Cookery or Alchymy, who tem- 
pering Brimllone and Saltpeter in a morter, per- 
ceived the force by cafting up the iione which 
covered it when a fpark fell into it. But one faith 
he confulted with the devil for an oflenfive weapon, 
who gave him anfwer in this obfcure Oracle, 
"Vulcanus oignsi, pariat Nanira, Minerva 

Edoceat, niitrijt ars cril iitque die*. 
Vismea dc nihilo, tria dent mihi corpora paftumi 
Sunt fobnles lirages, vis, furor, alijue fragur." 

By this inftruclion he made a trunk of iron with 
learned advice, crammed it with fulphure bullet, and 
putting thereto fire, found the efteds to be deftruc- 
tion, violence, fury and roaring crack. This being 
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' begun by him, by (kill and time is now come to that 
perfeition, not only in great iron and brafs pieces, 
but alfo in fmall, that ail admire it; having name 
^ven them, fome from Serpents or ravenous Birds, 
as Culverines, or Colubrines, Serpentines, Bafi- 
Itfques, Faulcons, Sacres ; others in other refpe^s, 
as Canons, Demicanons, Chambers, Slinges, Arque- 
buzc,Caliver,Handgun, Mufleets, Petronils,Piftoll, 
Dagge, &c. and Petarras of the fame brood lately 
invented. 

The very time of their firft invention is uncer- 
tain, but certain it is that King Edward the Third 
ufed them at the fiege of Calice, 1347, for Gunnarii 
had their pay there, as appeareth by Record. About 
33 years before they were feen in Italy, and about 
fiiat they began, as it feemcth, to be ufed in Spain, 
but named by Writers Ddia ignivsina, as iire-flafhing 
veflels. 

Yet the French, as Polydore Virgil noteth, fcant 
knew the ufe of them untii the year 1425, when the 
Englilh by great Ordinance had made a breach in 
the walls of Mans, under the conduit of Thomas 
Montacute, laft Earl of Salifbury of that Surname, 
who was after flain at Orleans with a great fliot, and 
is noted to be the iirft Englifli Gentleman flain 
thereby 1 albeit now he is thought the moft unfor- 
tunate, and curfed in his mother's womb, who 
dyeth by great (hot. 

But amongft all the Englifh Artillery, Archery 
challcngeth the preheminency, as peculiar to our 
Nation, as the SarifTa was to the Macedonians, the 
Gefa to the old Gauls, the Framea to the Germans, 
the Machaera to the Greeks, firft fhewed to the En- 
glifli by the Danes, brought in by the Normans, 
continued by their SuccelTours, to the great glory of 

1 England in atchieving honourable viiftories, but now 
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difpoflefTed by gunnery, how juftly let others judgeri 
Much may be faid for either. Sir John Smith and 
Sir Roger Williams have encountred with their pens 
in this quarrel. I will fay no more, but as one faith, 
" When Englifh men ufed Hercules' weapons, the 
bow and ihe black bill, they fought viiaorioufly with 
Hercules' fuccefs," fo I hope they ftiall carry away 
no viflory more happily now, when they adjoyn to 
thofe weapons of Hercules, Jove's thunderbolt ; for 
fo fome now call our great {hot. Some there are 
notwithftanding which compare the ancient flings 
with our fmall ftiot in force ; for Auihours teftifie, 
that the bullet of ailing in the courfe hath continued 
a fiery heat in the aire, yea fometime melted ; that 
it killeth at one blow ; that it pierceth helmet and , 
Ihield ; that it reacheth farther, that it randoneth lc&,^^_ 
as in the holy Scripture they of Gabaa could hit v^| 
hair with their fling, but thefe flingers do not now^^ 
appear. To fpeak of lefler weapons, both defenfive 
and offenfive, of our Nation, as their Pauad, Bafe- 
lard, Launcegay, &c. would be cndlcfs and need- 
lefs, when we can do nothing but name them, 
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HEREAS fomewhat hath been faid of Al- 

lufionsand Anagrams which refult 

Names, I think it fliall not be impertinent 

to add alfo fomewhat of Armories or 

hich as filent Names do diftinguilh Kami- 

ut with this Preface, Salvo fcmper meliori 

and that I will but touch it lightly and 

without offence to fuch as have, or preju- 
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dice to them that will undertake this matter more 
ferioufly. 

Arms, as Enfigns of Honour among Military men, 
in the general fignification, have been as anciently 
ufcd in this Realm as in any other; for as neceflity 
hred theufeof themin managing of Military affairs, 
for order and dillindtion both of whole companies 
and particular perfons amongft other Nations, that 
their valour might thereby be more confpicuous to 
others; fo likewife no doubt among the Inhabitants 
of this IHand, who always have been as martial as 
any other people whatfoever ; in fo much as, unlefs 
we would conceive hardly of our own Progenitours, 
we cannot think but that in martial fervices they 
had their conceits in their Enfigns, both for diftinc- 
tion, direction and decency. 

He that would (how variety of reading in this 
argument might note, out of the facrcd Scripture, 
that every Tribe of Ifrael pitched under their own 
Standard; out of prophane Authours, that the Ca- 
rians, who were the firft mercenary fouldiers, lirft 
alfu bare marks in their fhlelds: that the Lacede- 
monians bare the Greek letter A, the MefTonians 
M, &c. 

But to come home, fome give the firft honour of 
the invention of the Armories in this part of the 
World to the ancient Pidlsand Britains, who going 
naked to the wars, adorned their bodies with figures 
and blazons of divers colours, which they conjecture 
to have been feveral for particular Families, as they 
fought divided by kindreds. 

When this I!le was under the command of the ; 
Romans, their troops and bands had their feveral , 
ligns. As the Britanniciani in their fhield a Car- 
buncle, Britannici a Plat party per Saltier, Stable- 
fiani a Plate within an annulet, Secundani an annulet 
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upon a. crofs. For particular perfons among tl 
dans UlyfTcs bare in his fhield a Dolphin ; among 
the Romans Julius Ca:far,the head ofVenus; Crixus 
the French Captain, a man weighing gold ; A Saguti- 
dne Spaniard an hundred Snakes, Co I only read 
among the Britains that the viflorious Arthur bare 
our Lady in his fhield, which I do the rather remem- 
ber for that Nernius, who lived not long after, re- 
cordeth the fame. 

In the Saxon Heptarchy I find little noted of 
Arms.albeit the Germans, of whom theydefcended, 
ufedfliields, as Tacitus faith, "colore fucaCa," which 
I know not whether I may call Arms or no, neither 
know I whether I may refer hither out of Beda, how 
Edwin, King of Northumberland, had alwayes one 
Enfign carried before him called in EngliQi a Tuffe, 
which Vegetius reckoneth among Military Enfigns, 
or how King Ofwald had a Bannerol of Gold and 
Purple, interwoven palie or bendie, fet over his 
Tomb at Bardney Abbev, in Lincolnlhire; or how 
Cuthred, King of Wertfex, bare in his Banner a 
golden Dragon at the battel of Bureford, as Hovedon 
noteth, and the Danes in their Standard a Raven, as 
Aflerius reporteth. 

Hithcrtoof Arms in the general fignification, now 
fomewhat of them in the re(lri£t fignification, as 
we define, or rather defcribe them, viz. That Arms 
are Enfigns of Honour born in Banners, Shields, 
Coats, for notice and diilimStion of families one 
from the other, and defcendabte, as hereditary, to 
Pofterity. 

Here might divers enquiries be made when they 
began to be hereditary, which was very anciently, 
if we relie upon the Poets credit. For to overpafs 
Others, Virgil faith, that Aventinu! 
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" Clypeoque inligne pate mum. 
Centum anguesj cinflamque gerit ferpentibus hydtam," 

Alfo whether fome have aptly applied this Verfe p: 
of Lucretius to Arms of this kind : 

" Arma antiqui manus, ungues dentcfque fuenmt," 

And whether thefe places of Suetonius may be re- it 
ferrcd to arms of this fort, where he faith that Caii- f! 
gula the Emperour, 

" Familiaria inligma nobilifTtmo cuique ademit 
Torquato torquem, Cincinnaio, crinem." And i, 
ihqt the houfe of Flavia was obfcure, " Sine ullis ^ 
armorum imaginibus." 

Whatfoever fome difcourfe out of the Kings Seals 
of hereditary Arms in England, certain it is, that 
the Lions were the Arms of our Kings in the time 
of Henry the Fjrft. For John of Marmonftier, in 
Touraine who then lived, recordeth that when the 
faid King chofe Geffray fon of Foulk, Earl of Anjou, 
Tourain, and Maine, to be his Ton in law. by marry- 
ing to him his only Daughter and Heir, Mawde, and 
made him Knight, after the bathing and other folemn 
Rites, boots embroydered with golden Lions were 
drawn on his legs, and a ihield with golden Lions 
therein hung about his neck. 

That King Richard the Firft, his Grandchild, 
bare Lyons, appeareth by his Seat, as alfo by thele 
Verfes in Philippeidos uttered in the perfon of 
Monfieur William de Barr, ready to encounter ^ 
Richard, when as yet he was but Earl of Potctou, ^ 



Nos ad bella »0C3t ; riflus agnaico Leonum 
Illius in clypeo, Itai ihi quali ferrea lurris, 
Francorum nomeii blafphemans ore proiervo." 

It is clear alfo by that Authour, that Arundel bare 



then Swallows in his {hiel(l,ashisPo(lerityinConi 
wall do at this day. For of him he writeth, 
he was upon the Ihocic with the faid William i 
BaiT, 

" Vidit hiiundeia vclocbr alitc qujc dac 
Hoc agnomen ci, fert cujus in agide lignum, 
Se rapil agminibus mcdiis clypeoqoc mlcnti, 
Quern lihi Guillelmus bcvi pneienderat ulna, 
Imincrgit validam prxacuW cufpldii haftam. 

About this time the eftimation of Arms began in 
the expeditions to the Holy Land, and afterward 
by little and little became hereditary, when it was ac- 
counted mod honourable to carry thofe Arms whic^ 
had been difplayed in the Holy Land in that hol^ 
fervice againft the profeiTed enemies of Chrillianity.' 
To this time doth Petre Pithaeu and other learned 
French men refer the original of hereditary Arms in 
France; and in my opinion without prejudici 
others, about that time we received the hereditary 
ufe of them, which was not fully eftablifhed, until, 
the time of King Henry the Third. For the l^i 
Earls of Chefter, the two Quincyes Earls of Win- 
ched er, the two Lacyes Earls of Lincoln, varied ftilli 
the Father from the fon, as might be particularlji^i 
proved. 

In thefe Holy Wars many Arms were altered, and 
new aiTumed upon divers occafions, as the Veres, 
Earls of Oxford, who bare before quarterly Gules 
- and Or, infertcd a Mollet in the firft quarter, for 
that a (hooting ftar fell thereon, when one of them 
ferved in the Holy Land. The Lord Barkleys, who 
bare firft Gules a Chevcron Argent, after one of them 
had taken upon him the Crofs (for that was then 
the phrafe) to ferve in thofe wars, inferted ten Crofles 
paiti in his (hield. So Geffray of BouUion, the glo- 
rious General in thofe wars, at one draught of his 
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bow, fhootingagainft David's Tower in Hierufalcm, 
broched three t'eetlcfs Birds calied Alierions upon 
his arrow, and thereupon alTumed in a (hield Or, 
three Alierions Argent on a Bend Gueles, which the 
houfe of Loraine, delcending from his race, con- 
tinuerh to this day. So Leopold the Fifth, Marquefs 
of Auftria, who bare formerly fix Larks Or in 
Azure, when his Coat-Armour at tlie fiege of Acres 
in the Holy Land was all dyed in blood, fave his Belt, 
he took for his Arms, Gueles, a white Belt, or a 
Fefle Argent (which is the fame), in memory 
thereof.' 

About this time did many Gentlemen begin to 
bear Arms by borrowing from their Lords Arms of 
whom they held in Fee, or to whom they were moft 
devoted. So whereas the Earl of Chefter bare 
Garbes, or wheat fheafs, many Gentlemen of that 
Country took wheat (heafs. Whereas the old Earls 
of Warwick bare Chequy Or, and Azure a Che- 
veron Ermin, many thereabout took Ermin and 
Chequie. In Lcicellerfhire and the Countrey con- 
fining, divers bare Cinquefoyles, for that the ancient 
Earls of Leicefter bare Gueles a Cinquefoiie Ermyn. 
In Cumberland and thereabouts, where the old Baron 
of Kendall bare Argent two bars Gueles and a Lion 
pafiant Or in a Canton of the fecond ; many Gen- 
tlemen thereabout took the fame in different colours 
and charges in the Canton. 

' CanideD is the earlieft Englifli writer on heraldry who 
dllcards (he abfitrd notion, previoufly enteitaincl, (hat this 
I Icicnce afcends to the clalTical ages and even co patriarchal 
cimel. It is now a pretty generally accepted truth that (he 
earljr Cnifades gave rife to heraldry properly lb called. See 
this fohjefl difcufleii in " Curios, of Heraldiy," and in " Re- 
trofpeft. Revien," N. S. vol. i. p. no. For fome argumenlt 
on (he other fide, fee, honever, Mr. Ellis's " An[ii]ui(ies of 
Heraldry," Lond. 1(69. 
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HogbertdeBurgo.EarlofKei 
who bare for hisArmsinaShield, 
Gules feven Lozenges vaire, 3, 3, 
I. eranted Lands to Anfeime dc 
Guife in the Counties of Bu< 
Ingham and Gioucellcr, 



Whereupon the faid Anfeli 
de Guife bare the fame Coat with 
a Canton Or, charged with a 
Mullet of fix points pierced Sable. 



] 



The ancient Family of Hardri 
in Kent, bears Gules, a Lion 
rampant, Ermin debruifed, with 
a Cheveron Or, denoting that 
they held their faid Manner of 
Hardrcs by Knights fervice of the 
Caftle of Tunbridge in Kent, 
which was the ancient Seigniorjr 



of the Clares, Earls ofGloucefter, 
who did bear for their Arms in a 
Field Or, three Cheverons Gules : 
and the Lord Strafford, that was 
after Lord of the fame place, bore 
Or, a Cheveron Gules. 
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This Great Family of the 
Clares being refident for the moft 



part 



t their Caflle ofTunbrJ. 



I Kent, to which they had : 



^ 



it-^-^-i^i 



I 



called 
taining three miles every way . , 

from the Centre, anfwerable to ^ N^"" 
that which belonged to their 
Seigniory of Bryony in Normandy, which they ex- 
changed for this here (aswritethGemeticenfisJjEavc 
occaJion to many of the antientcn Families in Kent 
to take up Coats, alluding to chefe Lords of Tun- 
bridge. 

Simon de Abrincis, Albranc, o 
Averinges I for by all thefe names 
he is written in Record), Lord of 
Folkftonc, and one of thofe eight 
Barons, to each of whom many 
Knights Fees were afligned in 
defence of Dover Caftle, and 
each of them to maintain a 
Tower there, gave Or, five Cheverons Gules, 

And was imitated by Evering of Evcring, that 
held a Knights Fee of him, by changing the Che- 
verons into Azure, 



And Robert de Hougham, who 
was his next Neighbour, bare in 
allution to him the fame charge, 
but differing in colours, viz. in a 
Field Argent five Cheverons 
Sable. 
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Ralph dc Curva Spina,or Crcy- 
thorne, defcended from an An- 
ceftour well landed in Kent, in the 
20. of William the Conquerour, 
bare in imitation of the former 
charge Azure five Cheverons Or, 
a Label of five points Gules. 



Sir Robert of 
Rumney. 



Then Cryoll or Kerjel), the 
great landed man of K.ent, he 
Or, 2. Che verons.and a Can- 
Gules. And in imitation of 



Si r Robert O rlan- 
ftonofOrlanllon. 



I 



^^ ^^ 




The faid Bertram de Cryoil was Lord of Oftcn- 
hanger, and thofe that know that Countrey know | 
that all thefe before-mentioned inhabited in the 
fame Lath of Shepwey. 



JRMORIES. 
At the other fide of Kent the 
Lord Leybournc, of Leybourne 
Caltle, was the great man. Sir 
Roger Leybournc was a great 
agent in the Barons wars, and 
William was a Parliamentary 
Baron in the time of King Ed- 
ward the firft. 



Sir Robert dc Sherland, of 
Shetland in Shepey, Lord War- 
den of the Cinque Ports, the fe- 
male heir of which lamily being 
jyney, which is the 
Coat of Sherland, they many ages 
bore this Coat in the (irft place. 




I 



S ir Richard Rocltitley,of Rock- 
iflcy in Kent, from whofe heir 
general the Lord Marquefs of 
Winchefter is defcended, bare 
the Lord Leybournes Coat, with 
a Feffe Gules. 



William Kirkby, of Horton 
Kirkby in Kent, not many miles 
from Leybourn Caftle, bare the 
fame Coat with a Canton and 
Mullet, and is quartered by the 
Stonards of Stonard in Oxford- 
fliire, who married the heir gene- 
ral of Kirkby. 



IE 
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TheFamily of the Culpeppers, 
of Kent, as it is one of the moft ' 
numerous families (for I have 
noted at one time there were 
twelve Knights and Baronets alive ' 
of this houfe together), fo cer- 
tainly it is reckoned of as much 
antiquity and good allyance as any P~araily in that 
traiS. They bare for their arms Argent, a Bend in- 
greyled, Gules. 





HaIden,of Ha!den,in[heparifli i 

ofRolvinden in Kent, whofc heir ] 

general was marryed into the [ 

Guildfarcs Family, bare the fame I 
Coat with a Chief Sables, 



And one of the name of Mal- 
manis in Kent bare Argent, a 
Bend ingreyled, purple. 



The Lord Sey was a Baron of 
maple polTeflions at Birlinge in 
Kent, and very many other places 
from thence to Deptford, where 
Seys Court, that came from the 
Lord Magminot by his heir gene- 
ral, gave quarterly Or and Gules. 
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Peckham, of Peckham and 
Yaldham, bare it thus in Chief. 



Par rock, of Parrock near 
Gravefend, bare il as in [he mar- 



And Saint Nicholas, of Saint 
Nicholas in Thanet, came as 
near as could be to that of Peck- 
ham, fo that we conceive they 
were at fir ft all one family, 
elfe fome queftiun would in (a 
many ages have been raifed for 
bearing the fame blazon, as in divers other Families 
upon the like ground hath been obferved. 

Touching the granting of Arms from fomc great 
Earls, and pafling of Coats from one private perfon 
3 another, fome prefidents, not impertinent to this 




I'ubjefl, are here infcrted, which » 
reduftion of the Heralds under or 

" Humfrcy.CountdeStaff.&de 
Perche feigneur de Tunbrigg & 
de Caux, a tous ceux qui ceftes 
prcfentes lettres verront ou or- 

ront falutes ; Saches que nous 
confiderans lez merites que dei- 
venteftre attribues a toutcs per- 



all before the 
regulation :- 





f> 




^ 




^ 


L 


1^ 
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fonncs ilTues de bone lieu & excerfantez 
meures & vcrtues eux conduifamcs termis d* 
U gentllefe ycelle, a confideration a nous 
d'augmenter en honneur & noblelTe noble 
Robert Whitgreve, luy avoir donne & donons per 
icedes prcfentes, pour memory d'onneur perpetuell, 
au portre fct armes enfigne de Noblefle un Efcuc, dc 
azure, a quatre points d'or, quatre Cheverons de 
Gules ; Si luy de partirc as autres perfones nobles 
de fon linage en defcent avecques les differences dc 
Defcent au dit blazon, & pour de tout armoyor & 
revellire fon die blazon Si en honneur le reparer 
a vous avecque celuy ordeinc Sc atmbue Helme & 
Timbre, ceft affavoyr le Helme ove mantle de bloy, 
furre d'Ermines, au unc Coronne un demy Antelope 
d'or: Et pour cefte noftre Icttre patente de dit 
donne verifier, en tefmoigne la nous fait feeler du 
feelc de nos properes Armes, le xiii. jour d' Auguft 
I'an du reigne le Roy Henry le fifme puis le con- 
queft vintifme." 



bones ^^M 

amove ^^| 

' home ^^M 

jns oer ^^ 



I 



s 



" A touz ceux que cefte prefentc 
lettre verront ou orront, Thomas 
Grendale de Fenton, cofyn & 
heir a Johan Beaumeys jadys de 
-=-|^r ' 1 Sautre faluz in Dieu. Come les 
ffi Armes d' anccftryedu dit Johan, 

^•— i-,^ "^ apres le jour de fon moriant, foicnt 
par loy Si droit d'ericage a moy efchaietz, com a fon 
profchein heir du fon linage : Sachetz moy I'avant- 
dit Thomas, avoir donnee & grantee per yccftes, 
les entiers avantdites Armes, ove leur appurtenantz 
a William Moigne Chivaller, quelles Armes ceftaf- 
cavoir font d'argent ove une Crois d'al'ure ove cinq, 
Garbes d'or, en le Crois ; A avoir & tenir touz lez 
avantdites Armes ove leur appurtenantz au dit Mon- 
fieur William a ces heires &c aflignes a rous jours. 
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En tefmoignance de quelle chafe a ceflez prcfentcs 
lettrcs j'ay mis mon faelx. Donne a Sautre le vint 
feconde jour de Novembre, I'an du regne Ic Roy 
Richard (econde, quinzifme.'' 

" A touz ceux que cefte lettres 
verroni ou orront, Roberie de 
Morle, Marifcall D' Irlande, fa- 
luz en dieu. Saches moi avoir 
donne & grante a mon bon amee 
Robert de Corby, & a ces heires, 
les Armesquc me font defcenduz 
per voie de Heritage apres le 
deces Monfieur Baldwine de Manoires, ceftafcavoir 
d' Argent, ove une Saltier engraile de Sable ; avoir 
ii. porter entirement les Armes jufdits au dit Robert 
de Corby, & fes hejres a tous jours, fans impech- 
ment ou challenge du moy ou de mes heires apres 
fes heures. Et moy avant-dit Robert de Morley & 
mes heires, au dit Robert de Corby & a ces heires, 
les Armes avant-dites, enquanq en nous eft, envers 
toutz homes a toutz joures garranterons. On tef- 
moignance de quel chole a ceftes mes lettres over- 
tees iaimis mon feale, Donne au Chafteau de Rifinge, 
le jour de la TifFanie, le fifme jour de Januare I'an 
du regne Edward tiers puis le Conq. d'Engleterre 
22. & de France, neofifme." 

" Noverint univerfi per prsefentes, me Joannam ^ 
nuper uxorem Willielmi Lee de Knightiey, domi- 1 
nam & re£tam hseredem de Knightiey, dedilTe, con- ; 
cefliire-& hac prwfenti carta mea confirmafl'c Ri- } 
cardo Pefhale filio Humfridi Pcfliale fcutum Armo- J 
rum meorum ; Habend. & tenend. ac portand. & 1 
utend, ubicunque voluerit fibi & hrcred, fuis imper- 
petuum : Ita quod nee ego, nee aliquis alius nomine 
meo, aliquod jus vel clamium feu calumpniam in 
prxdi£tofcuto habere potuerimus, fed per prgefentes 
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teftlmo- ^1 



fuRius cxclufi imperpetuum. In cujus 
nium Sigillum meum appofui. Dac. apud Kitighltey 
die Mercurii, prox. poH feftum Paicha:, Anno regni 
regis Henrici fexti port conqueftum quarto decimo." 

A Writ out of the Court of Chivalry. 

" Jehan, filz, frere, & uncle au Roys, Due dc 
Bedford, Conte de Richmond & de Kendall, & Con- 
neftable d'Anelcterre, a noftre trefcher coufin Je- 
han, Due de Northfolk, Marefchal d' Angletcrre, 
faluz. Nous vous mandons &i chargeons que vouz 
faccz arreOre & venir devant nous ou noOre Lieu- 
tenant a Weftminfter, a la quinlieme du faint HU- 
lari, prochain venant, William Clopton, du Counte 
de SufF. Efquier, pour adonques refpondre devant 
nous ou noftre Lieutenant en !a Courte deChivalree, 
a Robert Dland, Efquier, du Counte de Nicholl, de ce 
que le dit Robert adonques luy furmettra par voie 
darmes, touchani ce, q'uil fauxmenC Si encontre 
honefte & gentilefle d'armes, ad mis & appofe le feel 
de fes armes a un faux iSl forge fait, as dammages du 
dit Robert, de C/. & plus ; a ce q'uil di remandantz 
par devers nous a die jour ou icefte noftre mande- 
ment, cous ce que vous en aurez faitz. Donne 
foubz le feal dc noftre office, le xxiii. jour de No- 
vember, l*an du regne noftre Seigneur le Roy Henry 
fifme, pius le conqueft d' Angleterre, cetifme." 

" <[ Sciant priefentes & futuri quod ego, Thomas 
[ de Clanvowe, chivalier, dedi concefti & hac prxfend 
carta mea confirmavi, Willielmo Crikctot confan- 
guineo meo, Arma mea, & jus eadem gerendi quse 
mihi jure hsreditario deCcenderunt : Habend. & 
tenend. prxdit^a Arma mea & jus eadem gerendi 
prxfato Willielmo, hxredibus & affignatis fuis, 
abfque rcclamatione mei vel hxredum meorum im 
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jierpetuum. Et ego praediflus Thomas & hKfedes 
mei prjedidli, Arma & jus eadem gerendt, praefato 
Willielmo, haredibus & aflignatis fuis, contra omnes 
gcnces warrantizabimus imperpetuum. In cujus rei 
teitimonium prsfenti carta; mex figillum meutn 
appofui. Dat.apud Hergaft,in fefto Corporis Chrifti, 
Anno regni regis Henrici quarti, poft conqueftum, 

In this and the fucccedingages, at every expedi- 
tion, fuch as were Gentlemen of blood would repair 
to the Earl Marflial, and by his authority take coats 
of Arms, which were regiftred always by officers of 
Arms in the Rolls of Arms made at every lervice, 
whereof many yet remain, as that of the fiege of 
Caerlaveroc, the battel of Sterling.thefiegc of Cahcc, 
and divers Tourniaments. At this time there was a 
diftinftion of Gentlemen of blood, and Gentlemen 
of coat-armour, and the third from him that firft had 
coat-armour, was to all purpofes, held a Gentleman 
of blood. 

Well, whofoever would note the manners of our 
progenitours in this age, in wearing their coat- 
armours over their harnefs, and bearing their Arms 
in their fliiclds, in their Banners and Pcnons ; and 
in what formal manner they were made Bannerets 
and had licence to rear their Banner of Arms, which 
they prefented rolled up to the Prince, who unfolded, 
and redelivered it with happy wifhes; I doubt not, 
but that he will judge that our ancefiors were as 
valiant and gallant as they have been fince they left 
olF their Arms, and ufed the colours and curtains of 



their 



liftrisbedsinfteadofthei 



Now what a large field w 



i ferioufly 
luch, to omit 
iiterences 



uld lie 



Char 



) this matter I He 



o him that . 



light 



which feem infinite, of 



Arms of them which defcended of 
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one Houfe by the male; I do not mean Labell for' 
the firft Son while the Father furvivcth ; the Crefcent 
for the fecond ; the Mullet unpierced for the third; 
the Martlet for the fourth ; an Annulet for the fifth ; 
a Flour de lys for the fixth ; and the red, according 
as it pleafed the King of Arms ; thefe, faving the 
firft, were not in ufe in elder times, but began about 
the time of King Richard the fecond, and now, 
when Families are very far propagated, are not fuffi- 
cient for that ufe, for many (houid bear a Mullet 
within a Crefcent, and an Annulet and Martlet there- 
upon very confufedly. Hut in pall ages, they which 
were defcended from one flem, referving the prin- 
cipal Charge and commonly the colour of the Coat, 
took Borders, Bends, Quarters, Bendeleis, CroiTets, 
or fome other addition or alteration. As for example, 
the firft Lord ClitFord bare Chequy Or and Azure, 
a Bendelet Geules, which the elder brethren kept 
as long as they continued ; a fecond Son turned the 
Bendelet into a bend Geules, and thereon placed 
three Lioneux pafl'ant Or; from whom the Cliffords 
of Frampton defcended; Roger Clifford, a fecond 
Son of Walter Cliftbrd the tirfV. for the Bendelet 
took a Fefle Geules ; as the Earl of Cumberland, 
from him defcended, beareth now ; and the Cliffords 
of Kent, branched out of that Houfe, took the fame 
with a border Geules. Likewife the eldeft Houfe 
of Stafford bare Or, a Cheverons Geules, but the 
younger, defcended from them, took divers dif- 
ferences, as they of Pipe did fet about their Cheveron 
three Martlets fable, another placed three plates upon 
the Cheveron; they of Southwike added a border 
Sable; they of Grafton, a Quarter Ermin; they of 
Frome, a border Geules; whereas alfo the Lord 
Cobham did bear Geules on a Cheveron Or, three 
Lioneux rampant fable, the younger brethren of that 






I 
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houfe, viz. Cobham of Sterborrow, of Blackburg, of 
Biluncho took, for the three Lioneux, three Eftoiies, 
three Eaglets, and three Crefcenls : So of the defcen- 
dants from the Lords Barklcy, they of Stoke, Gif- 
ford, and Vefey added Ermines in the Cheveron j 
theyof Beverfton, a border of Argent ; they of Wi- 
mondham,in the County of Leicelter, changed their 
ten Croffes into as many Cinquefoiles. 

As for thedifterenceof Baftards,nonein old time 
bare the Father's Arms, with abend finifter, unlcfs 
they were avowed and bare a!fo their Father's fur- 
name, but other coats were commonly devifed fur 
them ; As Sir Roger of Clarendon, baftard Son of 
the Black Prince, bare Or on 2 bend fable three 
feathers Argent, which was borrowed from his fa- 
ther's devife; John de Clarence, bafe fon to Thomas, 
Duke of Clarence, who vaiianily recovered from the 
enemy the Corps of his Father (lain at the battel of 
Bavoy, bare party per Cheveron Geules and Azure 
two Lyons adverfe and Saliant Gardaiit Or, in the 
chief, and a Floure-de-lis Or, in bafe point j John 
Beauford, a bafe fon of the houfe of S^imerfet, bare 
party per pale Argent and Azure a bend of England 
with a label of France, &c. 

Thefe Arms were for a long time born fingle, 
afterward two were quartered, then more marihatled 
together, to notify from what houfes the bearers 
were defccnded by heirs general, 

Quartering of Coais began firft (as far as I have oiv.- 
obferved) in Spain, in the Arms of Caftileand Leon, """^ 
when thofe two kingdoms were conjoyned; which 
our King Ldward the third next imitated when he 
quartered France and England ( for I omit bis 
mother. Queen Ifabe!, who joyned in her feal Eng- 
land, France, Navarre and Champaine). He in this 
lirft quartering varied, fometime placing France, 
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whether to ^| 



fometime England, in the firft quarter, 
pleafe either nation, I know not. But at the lait he 
refolved to place France lirii, whether as more 
honourable, or of which he held great and rich ter- 
ritories, let others determine. All Kings hitheno 
fucceeding have continued the fame. Yea, and 
when King Charles the fixth of France changed the 
femee Flour-de-lys into three, our King Henry the 
fifth did the hke, and fo it continueth. 

The firft of the nobility that quartered another 
Coat was Haftings, Earl of Pembroke, who quar- 
tered his own coat with thai of Valence, of the 
houfe of Lufignian, in whofe right he had that 
Earldome. And (hortly after Matila, fifter and heir 
to Anthony, Lord Lucy, gave a great part of her 
lands to the heir male of the Lord Percy, her fecond 
hulband, conditionally that her Arms, being three 
Lucyes and Geules, (hould be quartered always with 
Percyes Lyon Azure, rampant Or ; and hereupon 
was a fine leavied in the time of King Richard the 
fecond. After thefe times every gentleman began 
to quarter the coat of the chief heir with whom his 
progenitour had matched, and often preferred that 
in the fir(t place, if Ihe were honourable. But after 
that divers were m a rih a I led together for the honour 
ofQneen Elizabeth, wife to King Edward the fourth 
(whofirft ofall our Kings fince the Conqueft married 
his fubje^),fo many in imitation did the like, which fo 
increafed, that now of late fome have packed fifty 
in one fliield. And this is to ftcw their right; for 
it was objedled againft Richard Duke of York, when 
he claimed the Crown as heir to Lionel, Ouke of 
Clarence, that he did not bear the faid Duke's Arms ; 
but he anfwcred thereunto that he might lawfully 
<• have done it, but forbare it for a time, as he did for 
making his claim to the Crow 
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For Augmentations, Come were of mecr grace, J*"!"" 
fome of merit. Richard the fecond, choofing Saint 
Kdward theConfeflbr to be his Patron, empaled his 
Coat with the Arms of England, and of his meer 
grace granted toThomas,Duke of Surrey, to empale 
likewife the fame Saint Edward's Arms in a Border 
Ermine with his own, and to Thomas Mowbray, 
Duke of Norfolk, the fame holy King's Arms in- 
tireiy. Notwithftanding, Henry Howard, Earl of p«, 9 
Surry, lineally dclcended from him, was attainted, ""'^ 
among other pretences, for fo bearing the fame. 
The faid King Richard alfo granted* to his Favo- 'Ph 
rite, Robert Vere, Earl of Oxford and Duke of Ire- "; *' 
land, that he Ihould bear during his life Azure 3. "* '■ 
Crowns Or within a border Argent. In like manner 
and refpedt, to omit many. King Henry the eighth 
granted to the family of Manours, now Earls of 
Rutland, the Flowr-de-Lys and Lyons, which he 
beareth in chief, for that they defcended from a 
filter of King Edward the fourth. He honoured 
his fecond wife, Queen Anne BoUen, with three 
Coats; his third wife, Queen Jane, with one; 
Katherine Howard, his hfth wife, with two; his 
laft wife, Katherine Par, with one, by way of Aug- 
mentation. 

For merit he granted* fo Thomas Howard, • p.i, 
Duke of Norfolk, and his poftcrity, for his vidtory ";,'■ 
at Flodden held, wherein King James the Fourth "^ •' 
of Scotland was Dain, a demy Lion Geules, pierced 
through the mouth with an arrow, within a double 
treafure floured of the fame, in the midil of the 
bend of the Howards Arms. And about the fame 
time he rewarded Sirjohn Clerk, of Bucltinghamlhire, 
who did take the Duke of Longvile at the battle of 
Spurs, with a Canton Azure, therein a demy Ram 
falient Argent, two Flowers-de-lys, Or in chief; 
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over all a bafton trunked in the finifter point of his 
own Arms (as appeareth upon hJs Monument at 
Tame in Oxfordfhirc) for that no Chriflian may 
bear entirely the Arms of a Chriftian whom he 
taketh in war. In like manner Ferdinand, King of 
Spain, honoured Sir Henry Guilford with a Canton 
of Granado, and Charles the Fifth, Peter Read of 
Grimingham with a Canton of Barbary, for his fer- 
vice at Tunis. 

An Infchocheon of Arms may have place amongH 
augmentations, which is the Arms of a Wife, being 
an Heir general, inferted in the center or middle of 
her Hufbands Coats after he hath iiTue by her, to 
manifcft the apparent ri^ht of her Inheritance, 
tranfmilSble to his and her lITue. Ocherwife, if 
ftie be not Heir, he may but only empale it with his 
own. 

Creafts, being the Ornaments fet on the eminent 
top of the Helm, and called Tymbrcs by the French, 
I know not why, were ufed anciently to terrifie the 
enemy, and therefore were ftrajige devifes, or figures 
of terrible (hapes, as that monltrous horrible Chi- 
mera, out-breathing flames upon Turnus Helm in 
Virgil. 

"Galea alta Chimeram 
Suftinct ^tntos ifflantem naribus ignes." 

Of which fort many might be remem bred, but 
when as Papirius faid of the Samnites Crcafts, when 
he encouraged his Souldiers againft them, "Crifta: 
vulnera non faciunt," milder were ufed, as the 
Corvus or Raven by the Family of Corvinus ; for 
that, while he fought againft his Enemy, a Raven 
pearched upon his Helm, and fo feconded him with 
his bee and fluttering wings, that he gained the vic- 
tory, whereupon he aflumed both his furnamc and 
his CrealK as Silius Italicus thus remembreth : 
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" Nomenque fuperlmm 
Corvinus, Phcebea Icdel cui calfide fulva, 
Oftenlaos alw proavitje inllgnii pugnas." 
And by this Verfe of the fame I'oet : 



I 

I 



" Caflide c 

Wc learn that h 
for Creafts, and th; 
Helm, as Mantles a 

The firftChriftia 
Ihield than the name of Chrill, 
Creaft, whereupon Prudentius 

Scnpfera 



igcra depcndens infuU." , 

IS were in ufe upon Helmets 
i Riband depended from the 
painted now. 

ufed no other blazon in their 
id a crofs for their 
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Many years were thefe Creafts arbitrary, taken 
up at every man's pleafure ; after, they began to be 
hereditary, and appropriated to Families, here in 
England tirft, as I have hitherto obferved, about the 
lime of King Edward the Second. Of what efteem 
Creafts were in the time of King Edward the Third 
may appear by Record in the 13. year of his reign, 
when the faid King gave an Eagle, which he him- 
felf had formerly born for a Creaft, to William 
Montacute, Earl of Sahfbury; he alfo gave to him 
the Mannours of Woodton, Frome, Whitfield. 
Merfhwood, Worth and Pole (which came to his 
hand by the forfeiture of John Matravers), to the 
maintenance thereof. And the faid £arl regranted 
the faid Creaft to Lionel the King's Son, and his 
Godfon, with much honour. What careful confi- 
deration was then of Creafts may alfo appear by 
Record among the Patents* 17. of King Richard ■ 
the Second, who granted that, whereas Thomas f 
Mowbray, Earl Marital and Nottingham, might " 
lawfully bear a Leopard Or, with a Labell Argent 
about his neck, which might lawfully appertain to 
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place of ^H 

miirht be ^^ 



the Kings Son and Heir, that he fh( 
that Labcll bear a Crown Argent. More might bi 
I added of Helms, Creafts, Mantles, and 
Supporters, but for ihcm and fuch like 1 leave the 
reader to Edmond Bolton, who learnedly and judi- 
ccouflyhath difcovered the firft Elements of Armory, 
to Gerrard Leigh, John feme, John Guillim Por- 
tirmouth, Purfivants of Arms, who have diligently 
laboured therein, and to others that have written, 
or will write hereafter in this Argument, left I 
fliould feem to glean from the one, or prevent the 
other,' 



Grave Speeches and witty Apothecms ■ 
WORTHY Personages of this Realm 

IN FORMER TIMES." 

StWENTY years fince, while J. Bi(hop 
(whofe memory for his Learning is dear 
le) and my felf turned over all our 
Hiftorians we could then find, for divers 
ends, we began to note apart the Apothegms or 

n of Englifh writers on heraldry, both 
ir and fublequent to Camden, confull Moule's *' Biblio- 
thecn Heraldica." Since the publicalion of chat work fcvcial 
contiderabje volumes have appeared, two of which may be 
fperified as containing all that is necelTary to be knoirn of 
heraldry for general purpofes. My own " Curiofilies of He- 
raldry " (Svo. Lond. 1 845] gives ibe hiftory of the fcience and 
expounds its" pbilofophy," while the "GblTary of Heraldry " 
(iro. Oxford, 184.7} contains the belt elucidation of principle) 
and technical lenns. 

' One of the moll intcrcftitig colleflions of anecdotes in 
any language. I 
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Speeches (call them what ye will) of our Nation, 
which fince that time I have (o far increafed as our 
Countrcy-writer5(fpare in this point) have aftbrded; 
and here do oSet them unto you. Albeit 1 do know 
they will lie open to the cenfure of the youth of our 
time, who, for the moll part, are fo over-gulled with 
felf-liking, that they are more than giddy in admiring 
themfelves, and carping at whatfoever hath been 
done or faid heretofore. Neverthelefs, I hope that 
all are not of one humour, and doubt not but that 
there is diverfity of taftes, as was among Horace's 
guells, fo that which feemcth unfavoury to one 
may feem dainty to another, and the moll witlefs 
fpeech that ihali be fet down wiil feem witty to feme. 
We know thatwhereas DianaesTemple at Ephefus 
was burned that night that Alexander the Great c 
was born; one faid, " It was no marvel, for ftie J 
was then abfent, as mother Midwife at fo great a ^ 
child-birth." TuUy doth commend this for a witty i< 
conceit, and Plutarch condemneth it as a widefs 
jeft. The like is to be looked for in thefe ; which 
neverthelefs, whatfoever they are in themfelves, or 
in other men's judgments, I commend them to fuch 
indifferent, courteous, modeft Readers, as do not 
think bafely of the former Ages, their Country, and 
Countrymen ; leaving the other to gather the preg- 
nant Apothegms of our time, which 1 know will find 
far more favour. And that I may fet them in order 
of lime, I will begin with the ancient Britain Prince, 
called by the Romans Caratacus (happily in his own 
tongue Caradoc), who flouriftied in the parts now 
called Wales, about the fixtieth year after the birth 
of Chrift. 

Caratacus, a Britain who nine years withftood 
the Roman puinance,was at length vanquilhed, and 
in triumphant manner, with his Wife, Daughters, 
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and Brethren, prefented to Claudius, the Emperour, 
in the view of the whole City of Rome ; but he, 
nothing appaled with this adverfity, delivered this 
. Speech; "Had my moderation and carnage in 
profperity been anfwerable to my Nobility and Ef- 
tate, I might have come hither rather a friend than 
a captive ; neither would you have difdained to have 
entred amity with me, being nobly defcendcd and 
fovereign over many people. My prefent ftatc, as 
it is reproachful to me, fo it is honourable to you i I 
had horfemen, munition and money; what marvel 
is it if I were loth to lofe them I If you will be fo- 
vereign over all, by confequence all muftferveyoui 
had 1 yielded at the lirft, neither my power nor your 
glory had been renowned, and after my execution 
oblivion had enfued; but if you fave my life, I Ihall 
be for ever a prefident and proof of your clemency." 
This manly fpeech purchafed pardon for him and 
his, and the Senate alTembled adjudged the taking 
of this poor Prince of Wales as glorious as the con- 
quering of Siphax, King of Numidia, by P. Scipio, 
or of Perfes, King of Macedonia, by L. Paulus. 

When this Caratacus, now enlarged, was carried 
about to fee the ftate and magnificence of Rome, 
*' Why do you," faid he, " (o greedily defire our 
poor Cottages, when as you have fuch ftately and 
magnifical Palaces ?" [Zonarus.] 

In the time of Nero, when the Britains could no 
longer bear the injuftice wherewith the Romans, 
both here and elfewhere, grounded their greatncfs; 
Bundica, called by fome Boadicia, Princefs then of 
the parts of Norfolk and Suffolk, exceedingly in- 
jured by them, animated the Britains to ftiake otF 
the Roman bondage, and concluded : " Let the 
Romans, which are no better than Hares and Foxes, 
underfland that they make a wrong match with 
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Wolfs and Grey-hounds;" And with that word, 
let an Hare out of her lap, as a fore-token of the 
Romans' fearfulnefs, but the fuccefs of the battel 
proved otherwife. [Xiphilinus.] 

Galgacus, a warlike Britain commanding in the 
North part of this li!e, when he had encouraged his 
people with a long fpeech to withlland the Romans, 
ready to invade them, concluded emphatically with 
thefe words: '* You are now come to the ihock, 
think of your Anceftours, think of your Pofterity 1 " 
for the Britains before the arrival of the Romans 
enjoyed happy liberty, and now were in danger of 
moft heavy flavery. 

Severus the Emperour, an abfolute Lord of the 
moft part of this l!le, when l^rom mean eftate he 
had afccnded to the higheft honour, was wont to fay : 
" 1 have been all, and am never the better." 

When he lay i'lck of the gout at York, and the 
fouldiers had faluted his fon there, by the name of 
Auguftus, as then Sovereign, he got him up, caufed 
the principal prad^ifers ot that fadl to be brought 
before him, and when they, proitrate, craved pardon, 
he, laying his hand upon his head, faid : " You (hall 
underlland that my head, and not my feet, doth 
govern the Empire;" and Shortly after ended his 
life in the City of York with thefe words : " I found 
the State troublefome everywhere, and I leave it 

Suiet even to the Britalns, and the Empire fure and 
rm to my Children, if they be good, but unfure and 
weak, if they be bad." A Prince he was, very in- 
dullrious, of marvellous difpatch, and fo inured in 
continual a£lion, that at the laft gafp he faid, "And 
is there any thing for me to do now?" 

While he ruled the world was fo loofe that three 
thoufand were indi6)ed at Rome of adultery, at which 
time Julia the Emprefs blamed the Wife of Arge- 
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focox, a Northern Britain Lady, that the Britlfh 
women did not according to womanhood carry 
themfelves, in accompanying with men (for then 
ten or twelve men had two or three Wives common 
among them). But flie, not ignorant of the Roman 
incontinency, replied : ** We accompany indeed 
with the beli and braved men openly, but moft vile 
and bafe companions do ufe you fecretly." [Xi- 
philinus.] 

At York aifo dyed Conftantinus Chlorus, the 
Emperour, who being not able to furnilli Dioclefian, 
his Conlort in the Empire, with fuch a mafs of 
money as he required at that inllant, faid : " He 
thought it better for the Common-wealth that money 
would be in the hands of private men than {hut up 
in the Emperour's coffers ;" concurring with Tra- 
jane, who compared the treafurc of the Prince unto 
the fpleen, that the greater it groweth the limbs are 
theleffer. [Eufebius.] 

His fon Conftantine, invefted in the Empire at 
York (and a Britain born, as all Writers confent, 
befide Nicephorus, who lived not long fince, arid 
now Lipfius, deceived by the falfe printed Copy of 
Julius Firmicus),the fird Emperourwhich advanced 
the faith of Chrift, followed the humility of Chrift^ 
for he ufed to call the common people " His fellow- 
fervants and brethren of the Church of God." 

When a flattering Prieft (for in all Ages the 
Clerical will flatter, as well as the Laical ) told him 
that his godlinefs and vertues juftlydeferved to have 
in this world the Kmpirc of the world, and in the 
world to come to reign with the Son of God, the 
humble Emperour cried, " Fie, fie, for fliame! let 
me hear no more fuch unfecmly fpeeches : but 
rather fuppliantly pray unto my Almighty Maker, 
that in this life, and in the life to come, I may fcem 
worthy to be his fervant." 
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When he fought by fevere £iji£ts to abolifh all 
Heathenifli fuperftition, and laboured by gydly Laws 
to ellablilh the true Religion and Service; yea, and 
unceflantly endeavoured to draw men unto the 
faith, perfwading, reproving, praying, intreating in 
time, out of time, publickly and privately, he one 
day faid merrily, yet truly, unto the Bilhop that he 
had bidden to a banquet, " As ye be Bilhops within 
the Church, fo may I alfo feem to be a Bilhop out 
of the Church." 

He diffwading one from covetoufnefs, did with 
his lance draw out the length and breadth of a man's 
grave, faying, " This is all that thou fhalt have 
when thou art dead, if thou canit happily get fo 
much." 

He made a Law that no Chrillian (hould be bond- 
man to a Jew; and if that any Jew did buy any 
Chrillian for his Have, he fliould beiin?d therefore, 
and the Chriftian enfranchifed ; adding this rcafon, 
"that it Hood not with equity, that a ChriOianfhould 
be flave to the murthcrers of Chrift." 

Ethelbert, King of Kent, was hardly induced to 
embrace' Chrillian Religion at the perfwafion of 
Auguftine, fent to convert the Englilh Nation; 
but at length, being perfwaded and defirous to be 
baptized, faid: ^* Let us come alfo to the King of 
Kings, and giver of Kingdoms ; it may redound to 
our Ihame that we, which are tirft in authority, 
Ihould come lall to Chrillrianity. But I do befeech 
that true King that he would not refpeib the pre- 
cedence in time, but devotion of mind." [Jofceli- 

When Pauiinus brought unto Edwin, King of 
Northumberland, the glad tidings of the falvation of 
mankind by Chrilt, and preached the Gofpel unto 

the King and his Nobility zealouHy and eloquently. 
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opening unto them the Myfteries of our P'aith and 
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; may aptly compare 
■ Robbin-Red-breaft that 
here in the warm cham- 
lerrijy, andas longasflie 
fhall remain here we Ihall fee and underftand how 
(he doth ; but anon, when ihe fhall be flown hence 
abroad into the wide world, and fhall be forced to 
feel the bitter florms of hard Winter, we fhall not 
know what fhall become of her; fo likewife we 
fee how men fare as long as they live among us, 
but after they be dead neither we nor our Religion 
have any knowledge what becomes of them ; where- 
fore I do think it wifdom to give ear unto this man, 
who feemeth to (hew us, not only what fhall become 
of us, but alfo how we may obtain everlafting life 
hereafter." [Beda.] 

When Rodoald, King of the Eaft Angles, being 
won with rewards, was fhamefully minded to have 
delivered unto Edelfride, the Kingof Northumber- 
land, the innocent Prince Edwin, who had'fled unto 
him to be-faved from the bloody hands of Edelfride, 
who had unlawfully bereft him of his Kingdom, 
his wife turned his intent by teliing him that, " It 
flood not with the high and facrcd ftate of a King 
to buy and fell the bodies of men, as if were a petty 
diftionourable 
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1 fell away his faith, a thing which he 
' i than all the gold and 
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1 life." 



Ina, King of Weft Saxons, had three daughters, 
■f whom, upon a time, he demanded whether they 
id love him, and fo would do during their lives, 
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would ; the youngcft, but the wtfeft, told her father, 
without flattery, "That albeit ftie did love, honour, 
and reverence him, and to would whilll {he lived, as 
much as nature and daughterly duty at the utter- 
moft could expcift, yet (he did think that one day it 
would come to pafs that fhe Ihould aftcd another 
more fervently," meaning her Hufband, " when (he 
was married, who, being made one flcfli with her, 
as God by commandement had told, and nature had 
taught her, flie was to cleave faft to, forfaking Father 
and Mother, kiffe and kin." [Anonymus.J One 
referreth this to the Daughters of King Leir.' 

Imperious was that Speech of Theodore the Gre- 
cian, Archbifhop of Canterbury, in depriving a poor 
Englifli BiDiop, "Although we can charge you with 
nothing, yet that we will, we will," like to that, 
*' Sic volo, fic jubeo, flat pro radone voluntas.'' But 
humble was the Englilh Biftiop's reply ; " Paul ap- 
pealed from the Jews to Ctefar, and I from you to 
Chrift." [Vita S. Wilfredi.] 

The Reverend Bede, whom wc may more eafily 
admire than fufficiently praife for his profound 
Learning in a moft barbarous Age, when he was in 
the pangs of death, faid to the ftanders by : "1 have 
fo lived among you that I am not afhamed of my 
life; neither fear I to die, becaufe I have a molt 

I 'Oiu' William Shakefpearc, E^nt., Camden's greatcfl 
eoniemporary, but as yet unrecogniied as the world's grcaicft 
genius. 

" Why have my fifters huibands, if they fay. 

They love you all ? Hajily, when I (hall wed. 

That lotii, whofe hand mull take my plighi, Ihall carry 

Half my love with hlnii half my care and duty: 

Sure I ihall never marry, like my filters. 

To lone my father all ! " 

— Kins £^ar, a£i i, fLene i. 
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gracious Redeemer." He yielded up his life with 
this prayer for the Church : " O King of glory! 
Lordof Hofts! which haft triumphantly afcended 
into Heaven, leave us not facherlefs, but fend the 
promifed fpirit of thy truth amongft us." Some 
write that he went to Rome, and interpreted there 
** S. P. Q. R." in derifion of the Gothes fwarming 
to Rome, " Stultus Populus qu^erit Romam ;" ana 
that in his return he died at Genoa, where they fhew 
his Tomh. But certain it is that he was fent for tt> 
Rome by Scrgius, the Pope, and more certain that 
he died atWercmouth, and from thence was tranf- 
lated to Durham. And that I may incidently note 
that which I have heard, not many years unce a 
French Birtiop, returning out of Scotland, coming 
to the Church of Durham, and brought to the flirine 
of Saint Cuthbert, kneeled down, and after his de- 
votions offered a Bauby, faying, "Sanfte Cuth- 
bcrte, fi fan£lus fis, ora pro me." But afterward, 
being brought unto the Tomb of Beda, faying like- 
wife his Orifons, offered there a French Crown, 
with this alteration, " Sanfte Beda, quia fandus es, 
ora pro me." 

Johannes Erigena, furnamed Scotus, a man re- I 
nowned for Learning, fitting at the Table in rerpe& I 
of his Learning with Charles the Bauld, Emperour j 
and King of France, behaved himfelf as a flovenly ] 
.Scholar, nothing courtly; whereupon the Emperour J 
aficedhim merrily, "Quid intereft inter Scotum Sc j 
Sotum " — ■' What is the difference between a Scoi I 
and a Sot r" He merrily, but yet malapertly an- I 
fwered, "Menfa," "The Table," as though the | 
Emperour were the Sot, and he the Scot. [R(^. I 
Hovedenus.] J 

And another time the Emperour did fet down un~ I 
to him a diHi, with two fair great fifhes and onefl 
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little one, willing him to be carver unto two other 
Scholars that fat beneath him. Then Mafter John, 
who was but a little man, layed the two great filhes 
upon his own trencher, and fet down the one little 
fifli unto the other two Scholars, who were big men. 
Which, when the Emperour faw, he fmiling faid : 
"In faith, Mafter John, you are no indiftercnt di- 
vider." " Yes, if it like your Highnefs, very indif- 
ferent," faid he; "for here," pointing to hlmfelf 
and the two great fifties, *' be two great ones and a 
little one ; and fo yonder," reaching his hand to- 
wards the Scholars, " are two big ones and a little 
one." [Idem.] 

Winefridus, born at Kirton, in Dcvonfliire, after 
fornamed Boniface, who converted Freefeland to 
Chriftianity, was wont to fay : " In old time they 
were golden Prelats, and wooden Chalices, but in 
his time wooden Prelats, and golden Chalices." 
[Beatus Rhenanus, lib. 2. rerutn Germanicarum.] 

Ethelwold, the Biftiop of Winchefter, in the time 
of King Edgar, in a great Famine fold away all the 
facred gold and filver vefTels of all his Church, to 
relieve the hunger-ftarved poor people, faying, 
" That there was no reafon that the lenfelefs Tem- 
ples of God ftiould abound in Riches, and living 
Temples of the Holy Ghoft ftarve for hunger." 

When as Kinnad, King of Scots, a vaftal to King 
Eadgar of England, had faid at his Table, " That 
it flood not with the honour of the Princes of this 
Ifle to be fubje£t to that Dandiprat Kadgar," who 
was indeed but of fmatl ftature, yet full of courage: 
He underftanding thereof, withdrew Kinnad pri- 
vately into a wood, as though he had to confer with 
him of fome important fecret; where he offered him 
the choice of two fwords, prepared for that purpofe, 
with ihefe words: " Now we are alone, you may 




158 



IVISE SPELCHES. 



try your manhood ; now may it appear who Ihould 
be fubjefSt to the other ; retire not one foot back ; 
it ftandeth not with the honour of Princes to brave 
it at the Table, and not to dare it in the field." 
But Kinnad, hereat difmayed, defired pardon by ex- 
cufe, and obtained it. [Malmefburienfis, pag. 33.] 

The fame King Eadgar, having brought into his 
fubjedtion the aforefaid Kinnad, King ofScots ; Mal- 
colm, Kingof Cumberland; Maccuis, the Arch-pirate 
Lord of the Ifles, with Dufnall, Griffith, Howell, 
Jacob, Judethili, Princes of Wales, was rowed by 
them in triumphant manner in his Barge upon the 
River of Dee at Chefter, at which time it is reported 
he faid ; " Then may my Succcflburs, the Kings ot 
England, glory when they fhall do the like." [Ma- 
rianus Scotus, Anno 973.] 

When Hinguar of Denmarlt came fo fuddainly 
upon Edmund, the King of the Eaft-Angles, that 
he was forced to feck his fafety by flight, he hap- 
pened unhappily on a Troup of t)anes, who fell 
to examining of^him, whether he knew where the 
King of the Eaft-Angles was, whom Edmund thus 
anfwered : " Even now, when I was in the Palace, 
he was there, and when I went from thence, he de- 
parted thence, and whether he fhall cfcape your 
hands or no, only God knoweth." But fo foon as 
they once heard him name God, the godlefs Infidels 
pitifully martyred him." [Vita Sandti Edmundi.] 

When Brithwold, a Noble Saxon, marchingagainft 
the Danes encamped near Maldon, was invited by 
the Abbot of Ely to take his dinner with him, he 
rcfufmg, anfwered : " He would not dine from his 
Companies, becaufe he could not fight without his 
Companies." [Liber Elienfis.] 

King Canutus, commonly called Knute, walking 
on the Sea-fands near to Southampton, was extolled 
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by fome of his flattering followers, and told that he 
was a King of Kings, the mightiei^ that reigned far 
and near; that both Sea and Land were at his com- 
mand. But this fpeech did put the godly King in 
mind of the Jntinite power of God, by whom Kings 
have and enjoy their power, and thereupon he made 
this demonflration to refel their flattery: He took 
off his cloak, and wrapping it round together, fate 
down upon it near to the Sea, that then began to 
flow, faying, " Sea, 1 command thee that thou touch 
not my feet:" But he had not fo foon fpokcn the 
word but the furgingwave dafhcd him. He then, 
riling up and going back, faid : " Ye fee now. my 
Lords, what good caufe you have to call me a King, 
that am not able by my commandement to ftay one 
wave. No mortal man doubtlefs is worthy of fuch 
an high name, no man hath fuch command, but one 
King which ruleth all. Let us honour him, let us 
call him King of all Kings, and Lord of all Nations: 
Let us not only confcfs, but alfo profefs him to be 
Ruler of the Heavens, Sea, and Land." [Polydorus, 
and others.] 

When Edric, the extorter, was deprived by King 
Cnute of the Government of Mercia, he, impatient 
of the difgrace, told him he had deferved better, for 
that to pleafurc him he had firft revolted from his 
Sovereign King Edmund, and alfo difpatched him. 
Whereat Cnute, all appalled, anfwered ; "And 
thou (halt die for thy defcrt, when as thou art a 
Traitour to God and me, in killing ihy King, and my 
confederate Brother ; His blood be upon thy head, 
which haft layed hands upon the Lord's Anointed." 
Some report that he faid : " For his deferts he fhould 
be advanced aboveall the Nobility of England, "which 
he immediately performed, advancing his head upon 
the Tower of London. [Florilegus. ] 
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King Edward the ConfeiTour, one 
lying in his bed with the Curtains dr 
him, a poor pilfering Courtier cami 
ber, where, finding the King's Caficet open, which 
Hugolinc, his Chamberlain, had forgotten to {but, 
going forth to pay money in hafte, he took out fo 
much money as he could well carry, and went away. 
But infatiable delire brought him again, and fo the 
third time, when the King, who lay ftill ail this while 
and would not feem to fee, began to fpeak to him, 
and bad him fpeedily be packing : " For he was 
well if he could fee; for if Hugoline came and 
took him there, he were not only like to lofe aJl 
that he had gotten, but alfj ftretch an halter." The 
fellow was no fooner gone, but Hugoline came in 
and finding the Catkct open, and much money taken 
away, was greatly moved. But the Kingwilled him 
not to be grieved, " For," faid he, " he that hath 
it had more need of it than we have." This 
that time was adjudged Chrittian lenity, but I think' 
in our Age it will be accounted fimplicity in the. 
worft fence. [Vita Santti Edwardi.] 

This Edward hafted out of Normandy, whither 
his expelled Father, K.ing Ethelred, had fled with 
him, with a great power to recover the Kingdom of 
England from the Danes, near unto whofe forces 
he was encamped, ready to give them battle. But 
when his Captains promifed him alTured victory, 
and that they would not leave one Dane alive, 
" God forbid," quoth Edward, " that the Kingdom 
(hould be recovered for me, one man, by the death 
of fo many thoufand men: It is better that I do 
lead a private and unbloody life, than be a King by 
fuch butchery :'' and therewithal! brake up Camp, 
and retired into Normandy, where he ftayed until 
God fent opportunity to obtain the Kingdom with- 
out blood. [Paulus .^milius.1 
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Haro!d, as he waited on ihe cup of the faid King 
Edward, chanced to rtumble with one foot, that he 
almoft kiiTed the ground, but with the other leg he 
recovered himfelt, and faved the wine ; whereat his 
Father, Godwyn, Karl of Kent, who then dined 
with the King, fmiling faid : " Now one brother 
did help another." At this word, although fpoken 
proverbially, the King's blood began to rife, thinking 
how ihamefully they had murdered his Brother Al- 
frede, and angerly anfwered : '* And fo might my 
Brother have been a help to me if it had pleafed 
you." [Vita S. Edwardi.] 

The fame King Edward, palling out of this life, 
commended his Wife to the Nobility, and faid, 
" That (he had carried her felf as his Wife abroad, 
but as his Sirter or Daughter at home." Afterward, 
feeing fuch as were prefent weeping and lamenting 
for him, he faid : " If you loved me, you would 
forbear weeping, and rejoyce becaufe I go to my 
Father, with whom I fliall receive the joys promifed 
to the faithful, not through my merits, but by the 
free mercy of my Saviour, which iheweth mercy on 
whom he pleafeth." [Eilredus Rivallenfis.] 

Sywarde, the martial Earl of Northumberland, 
feehng in his ficknefs that he drew towards his end, 
arofe out of his bed, and put on his Armour, fay- 
ing, " That it became not a valiant man to die 
lying like a beaft :" and fo he gave up the Ghoft 
Itanding. As valiantly, both fpoken and performed, 
as it was by Vefpafian. 

When the faid Syward underftood that his fon, 
whom he had fent in fervice againft the Scottifh 
men, was (lain, he demanded whether his wound 
were in the forepart or hinder part of his body ; when 
it was anfwered, in the fore part, he replied : " I 
am right glad, neither wifh any other death to me 
or mine." [Hen. Huntingdon.] 
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In this Age, when a Bilhop living loofely vras 
charged that his converfation was not according to 
the Apoftles' lives, he made a mock at it, and ex- 
cufcd himfelf with this Verfe, which was aftertaken 

up for a common excufe in that behalf; 

"Nunc aliuJ tempus, alii pro tempore nioies." 

When the fatal period of the Saxon Empire was 
now complete, and battels were marlhalled between 
William, Duke of Normandy and Harold, K.ing of 
England, Girthe, Harold's younger Brother, not 
holding it bell to hazard the Kingdom of England 
at one caft, fignified to the King that the fuccefs of 
war was doubtful, that vi£tory was fwaycd rather 
by fortune than by valour, that advifed delay was 
moft important in Martial affairs, "And if fo be. Bro- 
ther," faid he, *' you have plighted your faith to the 
Duke, retire your felf, for no force can ferve againll 
a man's own confcience ; God will revenge the 
n oath : You may referve your felf to 
lew encounter, which will be more to 
As for me, if you will commit the 
charge Come, I will perform both the part of a kind 
Brother, and a couragious Leader. Kor being clear 
in confcience, I (hall fell my life or difcomfit your 
enemy with more felicity." 

But the King, not liking his fpeech, anfwered : 
" I will never turn my back with difhonour to the 
Norman, neither can I in any fort digeft the reproach 
of a bafe mind." " Well then, be it fo," faid fome 
difcontented of the company, " let him bear the 
brunt that hath given the occafion." [Anonymus.] 

William Conquerour,when he invaded this Ifland, 
chanced at his arrival to be gravelled, and one of his 
feet ftuck fo fart in the fand that he fell to the 
ground. Wherewithal one of his attendants caught 
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him by the arm, and helped him up, faying : " Stand 
up, my liege Lord, and be of good chear, for now 
you have raken faft footing in England ; " and then, 
efpying that he brought up fand and earth in his 
hand, added : " Yea, and you have taken livery and 
feifin of the Countrey." For you know that in de- 
livering of livery and feifm a piece of the earth is 
taken. [Hid. Normaniea.]' 

A Wizard (or a Wife man, as they then called 
them) had foretold William that he (hould fafely 
arrive in England with his whole Army, without 
any impeachment of Harold; the which, after it 
came to pafs, the King fent for the Wizard to confer 
further with him. But when it was told him that 
he was drowned in that Ihip which only of all the 
whole fleet mifcarried, the Conquerour faid : " He 
would never make account of that fcience that pro- 
hted more the ignorant than the flcitful therein, for 
he could fore-fee my good fortune, but not his own 
milhap." 

That morning that he was to joyn battel with 
Harold, his Armorer put on his back-piece before, 
and his breaf^-pLate behind; the which being efpied 
by fome that rtood by, was taken among them for 
an ill token, and therefore advifed him not lo fight 
that day ; to whom the Duke anfwered ; *' I force 
not of fuch fooleries, but if I have any fklll in 
Southfaying (as in footh I have none), it doth prog- 
nofticate that I fhall change Copy from a Duke to 
a King." [/fl'rm.]= 

Magick, in the time of Nero, was difcovered to 
be but a vanity ; in the declining Hate of the Roman 
Empire accounted by the Gentiles a verity ; in the 

' See airo " Chronicle of Butcl Abbey,"' Lond. 1851, p. i, 
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time of Hildebrand (if we believe Authors) fo ap- 
proved, that it was commonly pratElifed. For as in 
the time of Valens divers curious men (as hath been 
faid) by the failing of a ring Magically prepared 
upon the letters 01iOA, judged that one Theodorus 
fliould fucceed in the Empire, when indeed Thco- 
dofius did. So when Hildebrand was Pope, by like 
curioliries it was found that Odo fhould fucceed. 
Whereupon Odo, Earl of Kent and Bifliop of Ba- 
veux, brother to King William the Conquerour, 
devoured the Papacy in hope, fent money, his per- 
fwading melfenger, to Rome, purchafed a palace 
there, and prepared thitherward ; when King Wil- 
liam, for his prefumption, and other his mifdemea- 
nours, ftayed him, and committed him, faying: 
"Oftenfivefool-hardinefsmuft be timely reftrained," 
[Liber Cadomenfis.J 

U' hen the lame Odo, who was both Bifhop of Ba- 
yeux in Normandy, and Earl of Kent, in former time 
had fo difloyally carried himfelf again ft King William 
the Conquerour that he complained of him to his 
Lords. Laiifranc, Arch-bifliop of Canterbury, ad- 
vifed the King to commit him. " But what fay you," 
quoth the King, " when as he is a Clergyman?" 
" You may not," faid he, " commit the Bifhop of, 
Bayeux, but you may well commit the Earl of 
Kent." [W. Malmfbur.] Like unto this was that 
diftinftion of Piramus, Secretary to Charles the fifth 
in iate years, when Pope Julius the fecond did com- 
bine with the P'rench King againft the Emperour, 
of the Pope's honefty, and Julius's difhonefty, fay- 
ing, that the Pope was an honeft man, but Julius a 
very Kn. 

This King William, by reafon of ficknefs, kept 
his chamber a long time, whereat the French King 
fcoffing, faid : " 1 he King of England lyeth long in 
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child-bed." Which, when it was reported unto King 
William, he anfwered ; " When I am Churched 
there Ihall be a thoufard lights in France " (al- 
luding to the lights that women ufed to bear when 
they were Churched), and that he performed within 
few days after, wafting the French frontiers with 
tire and fivord. 

The fame King, at the time of his death, faid : 
'' 1 appoint no fucceffbur in the Kingdom of Eng- 
land, but 1 commend it to the eccrnal God, whofe 
I am, and in whofe hands all things are:" haply 
remembringthatofche Monk before rpecilied,pag. 5. 
[W. Malmlbur.] 

This King, perceiving his own defeats in fome 
points for want of learning, did exhort his children 
oftentimes to learning with this faying, '* An un- 
learned Prince is a crowned Afs :" VV hich fpeech 
took fo great impreffion in his fon Henry that he 
obtained by ftudy and learning the furname ofBeau- 
clarke, or Ane Scholar. [Annates Ecclefix Cant & 
Malmefturienfis,] 

William Rufus loved well to keep vacant Bi- 
flio pricks and Abbies in his hands, faying: "Chrilfs 
bread is fweet, dainty, and moft delicate for Kings." 

But although this King made moft commonly, 
as it were, port fale of the Spiritual livings, yet when 
two Monks were at dropvied' Bczantines (the cur- 
rant gold of that age) before him for an Abbey, he 
efpied a third Monk of their company ftanding in % 
Corner, whom the King a(ked what he would give 
to be Abbot ? " Not one farthing," faid he, " for I 
renounced the world and riches, that I might ferve 
God more fincerely." *' Then," faid the King, 
" thou art moft worthy to be made Abbot, and thou 
(halt have it." [Liber Cantuar.} 
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When news was brought him that the French [ 
King had befieged the City of Conftances, in Nor- ' 
mandy. he pofted with a few to the Sea-coaft to , 
take (hip. But bccaufe the wind blew very ftrong 
from the South, the Sailers iignjfied that it was very 
dangernus for him to lake Sea; but the King re- 
plyed, " Hoife up fails in God's name, for I have 
not heard of a King drowned by tempeft: You 
(hall fee both wind and weather ferviceable to us.'* 
Anfwerable to that of Julius Csefar, which inforced 
a poor Pilot in the like cafe to launch forth, and in 
the rage of the dorm comforted him with laying, 
Ciefarem ^ Cafaris fartunam vihis. And as 
couragioufly was that of Charles the Hfth, who in 
the battle of Tunis, when he was advifed by the 
Marquefs of Guaito to retire his Perfon when the 
great Ordnance began to play, faid : " Marquefs, 
thou never heardli that an Emperourwas flain with 
a great fliot." 

I will here prefent you with another Speech (or 
call it what you will) of the fame King William 
Rufus, out of the good and Hiitorical Poet Robert 
of Glocefter, that you may compare a Prince's pride 
' 1 that Age with our private pride, and that < 
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fmile at the Verfes of that 



rime, as fucceeding Ages, after fome hundred years 
will haply fmile at theirs : 

" As his ChamberlaiD him brought, as he rofc on a day, 

A morrow for Co wear, a pair of hofe of Say : 

He alkid what they cDllneil, three Ihillings, he feid, 

Fie a Dibits, quoth the King, who fey ia vile a deed? 

King to wear lb vile a cloth, but it collned more, 

Buy a pair for a marke, or thou fbalt ha cory fore. 

A worle pair enough, the other fnith him brought. 

And faid they coltned a marke, and unneth he them To bought t 

Aye, bel-amy, quoth the King, ihele were well bought, 

lo [hi> muiner lerve mc, other ne lerre me not." 
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Hitherto alCo may be referred that of this King 
William, who the morning before he was flain 
with an arrow in hunting, told his company he 
dreamed the iaft night before that an extreme cold 
wind paficd through his (ides; whereupon fome 
diffwaded him to hunt that day i but he rcfoJved to 
the contrary, anfwering, " They are no good Chrif- 
tians that regard dreams." But he found the dream 
too true.beingftiot through the fide by Walter Tirell. 
[Fragmentum antiqus hirtori^ Franc, a P. Pithfeo 
ediium."] 

Of Henry the firft I have read no memorable 
fpeech, but what I have read I will report. He was 
by common voice of the people commended for his 
wifdom, eloquence and viiflories j difpraifed for co- 
vetoufnefs, cruelty and lechery (of which he left 
proof by his fixteen Baitards). But it lecmeth that 
his jufiice was deemed by the common people to 
be cruelty, for the learned of that age furnamed him 
the '*Lyon of Juftice," [Huntingd. Polycraticon, 
Gemeticenfis.] 

It was the cuftom of the Court in the time of 
King Henry the firft that Books, Bills, and Letters 
ftiould be drawn and figned for fervitors in the 
Court, concerning their own matters, mthout fee. 
But at this time Turftane, the King's fteward, or Le 
Dcfpencer, as they then called him, from whom the 
family of the L. Spencers came, exhibited to the 
King a complaint againft Adam of Yarmouth, Clerk 
of the Signet, for that he refufed to fign without 
fee a Bill palTed for him. The King firft heard 
Turftane, commending the old cuftome at large, 
and charging the Clerk for exafling fomewhat con- 
trary thereunto for pafling his Book, Then the 
Clerk was heard, who briefly faid, " I received the 
Book, and fent unto your Iteward, defiring him only 
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to beftow on me rwo Tpice Cakes, made for y 
mouth, who returned anfwer, He would not, and 
thereupon I denied to feal his Booli." The King 
greatly difliked the fteward for returning that nc- 
gative, and forthwith made Adam fit down upon 
the bench, with the feal and Turftane"s Book before 
him, but compelled rhe fteward to put off his Cloak, 
to fetch two of the beil fpice Cakes for the King's 
own mouth, to bring them in a fair white Napkin, 
and with low courtefie to prefent them to Adam 
the Clerk ; which being accordingly performed, the 
King commanded Adam to feal and deliver him his 
book, and made them friends, adding this fpeech, 
"Officers of the Court muft gratifie, and (hew a 
caft of their oiKce, not only one to another, but alfo 
to all ftrangers, whetifoever need ftiall require.". 
[Gualterus Mapes, De nugis Curialium]. I 

There was allowed a pottle of wine for livery | 
every night to be ferved up to King Henry the 
firfl's chamber, but becaufe the King did feldom or 
never ufe to drink in the night, Paine Fitz-John, 
his Chamberlain, and the Pages of the Chamber did 
carowfe the wine among them. On a time it hap- 
pened the King at midnight called for wine, but none 
was to be found ; Paineand the Pages befiirred thcm- 
felves in vain, feeking wine here and there. Paine 
was called in to the King, who afked him if there 
were not allowance for livery ? he humbly anfwered. 
That there was a pottle allowed every night, but 
for that he never called for it (to fay the truth in hope 
of Pardon) we drunk it up amongft us. *'Then," 
quoth the King, " have you but one pottle every 
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but that the King in that age was commended herein 
both for bounty and clemency. [Gaulrerus Mapcs.] 

Queen Maud, wife to King Henry the firft of 
England, and daughter to Malcolm Canmore, King 
oi Scotland, was fo devoutly religious, thai (he 
would go to Church barefoot, and always exercife 
her felf in works of charity, iiifomuch that when 
David her brother came out of Scotland to vifit her, 
he found her in her privy chamber with a towel 
about her middle, wafhing, wiping, and killing poor 
people's feet, which he difliking, faid, " Vcrilv, if 
the King your hulband knew this, you fliould never 
kifs his lips." She replyed, "That the feet of the 
King of Heaven are to be preferred before the lips 
of a King in earth." [Guil. Malmes. & Matth. 
Paris.] 

Simon, Dean of Lincoln, who for his Court- 
like carriage was called to Court, and became a fa- 
vorite of this King Henry, was wont to fay : " I am 
caft among Courtiers, as fait among quick Eeles," 
for that he falted, powdred, aiid made them ftir with 
his fait and fharp quipping fpceches. But what 
faith the Authour, whoreporteth this of him? "The 
fait loft his feafon by the moiiture of the Eeles, and 
was caft out on the dunghil," for he, incurring 
hatred in Court, " was difgraced, committed, and at 
iaft baniftied." [Henr. Huntingdon in Epiftola.] 

When the Scots in the time of King Stephen, 
with a great army invaded England, the Northern 
people brought to the field the Earl of Albemarle, 
the only refpeiSted heir of thofe parts, in his cradle, 
and placed him by the Standard, hoping thereby to 
animate the people. But Ralph, Biftiop of Durefme, 
animated them more with this faying," Afiureyour 
felves that this multitude, not trained by difcipline, 
will be cumberfome to it felf in good fucccfs, and in 
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diftrefs eafily dtfcomforted." Which proved 
cordingly, for many ScottiQiTiien left their carcale 
in the tield. [Hifturiola de Standardo.] 

Maud the Emprefs, daughter and heir of this 
King Henry the tirft, which ftilcd her fdf Lady __ 
the Englilhmen, would often fay to her fon King 
Henry the Second: "Be hally in nothing, hawks 
are made more ferviceable when ye make fair (hews 
of offering meat often, and yet with-hold it the 
longer." [Gualterius Mapes]. Other Maximesof 
her, In arii Rfgnandi, proceeding from a niggifh 
old wife, 1 wittingly omit as unbetitting a Prince. 
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Henry the firft, the only martial 
in his age, ufed Stephen Beauchampe with all grace 
and countenance, as his only favourite and privado. 
to the great diflikc of all his followers. Where- 
upon, when he was diArcfled in a conflict, he called 
to fome of his company for help, but one bitterly 
bade him "Call now to your Stephen." "Pardon 
me, pardon me," replyeth the Earl, *' in matters of 
venery I mult ufe my Stephen, but in Martial af- 
fairs I reive wholly upon you.'' [Gaulter Mapes, 
De Nugis Curialium.] 

Henry the Second caufed his eldeft Son Henry to 
he crowned King, and that day ferved him at the 
Table, VVhereupon the Arch hi (hop of York faid 
unto the young King, " Your Majerty may rejoice, 
for there is never a Prince in the world that hath 
this day fuch a waiter at his Table as you have." 
" Wonder you fo much at that, my Lord," faid the 
young King, " and doth my father think it an abafe- 
mcnt for him, being defcended of royal blood only by 
his mother, to ferve me at the Table, that have both 
a King to my father, and a Queen to my mother?" 
Which proud fpeech, when the unfortunate father 




ff'ISE SPEECHES. 171 

heard, he rounded the Arch-bifliop in the ear, and 
faid : " I repent me, 1 repent me of nothing more 
than of untimely advancements." [Anonymus.] 

Wimund, Bilhopof the I(lc of Man, in the time 
of King Stephen, a martial Prelate (as many were 
in that age), after he had with many an inrode an- 
noyed the Scots, fome Englifti procured by them 
fuddainly apprehended him, put out his eyes; and 
gelded him, as my Authour faith, for the Peace of 
the Kingdom, not for the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Who, after retiring himfelf to the Abbey of Biland 
in York-(hire, would often couragioufly fay, " Had 
I but a fparrow's eye, my enemies thould never carry 
it away fcot-free." [Nubrigenfis,] 

When King Henry the Second was at S. David's, 
in Wales, and from the cliffs there in a clear day 
difcovered the coaft of Ireland, that moft mighty 
Monarch of this Realm faid : " I with my fliips am 
able to make a bridge thither, if it be no further : " 
which fpeech of his being related to Murchard, King 
of LemlWr, in Ireland, he demanded it' he added 
not to his fpeech "with the grace of God?" When 
it was anfwered that he made no mention of God, 
then ^d he more chearfully, ''' I fear him lefs 
which trufieth more to himfelf than to the help of 
God." [Giraldus Cambrenils.] 

Owen of Keveliac, Prince of Powis, admitted to 
the table of King Henry the fecond at Shrewfbury, 
the King, the more to grace him, reached him one 
of his own loaves, which he, cutting in fmall pieces 
and fetting them as far off as he could reach, did eat 
very leifurely. When the King demanded what he 
meant thereby, he anfwered, "I do as you my Sove- 
reign ; " meaning that the King in like manner took 
the fruition of offices and fpiritual preferments as 
long as he might. [Giraldus. J 
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The fame King Henry, returning out of Ireland)' 
arrived at St, David's, in Wales, where it was Cg- 
nilieii unto him that the Conquerour of Ireland, re- 
turning that way, fliould die upon a ftone called 
Lech-lavcr, near the Church-yard : whereupon in a 
great prcfence he pafl'ed over it, and then, reproving 
the Wclfti Britain's credulityin Merlin's Prophecies, 
faid : " Now who will hereafter credit that liar 
Merlin ?" |Giraldus.] 

GilhertFoliot, Biftiopof London, difiikingThomas:] 
Becket, Archhifliop of Canterbury, wouid fay often-' 
times, jid Zachaum non divertifftt Dominus, nifi de 
Jicamoro jam difeendijfet : "T hat Zacheus had never 
entertained and lodged Chrift, unlefs he had come 
down from the fig-tree;" as though Chrift could 
never like the lofty, until they would humiliate 
themfelves, and come down. [Ammymus MS.] 

The fame King would often fay, " The whole 
world is little enough for a great Prince." [Girald. 
in Diftinfl.] 

In the time of this Henry the fecond. the See of 
Lincoln was fo long void, as a certain Convert of 
Tame prnphefied that there would be no more Bi- 
(hops of Lincoln. But he proved a truthlefs Pro- 
phet, for Geifrcy, the Kings hafe fon, was preferred 
after fixteen years' vacancy thereunto, but fo fit a 
man, as one faid of him, " That he was Ikilful in 
fleecing, but unfkilful in feeding." [Vita Epifco- 
porum Eboracenfium.] 

This gallant bate Bifhop would in his protefta- 
tions and oaths always proteft, '* By my faith, and 
the King my father." But Waller Mapes, the 
King's chaplain, told him, " You might do as well 
to remember fometimes your mother's honefty, as 
to mention fo often your father's royalty." [MapeS, 
De Nugis Curialium.] This Bifliop Geffrey, in aU 
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his inftrumcnts paffing from him, ufed the flilc of 
"G. Archiepifcopus Eborum ;" but in the circum- 
ference of his Seal, to notilie his royal parentage, 
" Sigillum Galfredi filii Regis Anglorum,"as 1 ob- 
fcrved in his Seals. 

Savage, a Gentleman, which among the firft En- 
glifh had planted himfelf in Ulfter, in Ireland, ad- 
vifcd his fon for to build a Caftle for his better de- 
fence againft the Iriih Enemy, who valiantly an- 
fwered, " That he would not truft to a Carfle of 
ftones, but to his Caftle of bones," Meaning his 
body. [Marlebrigenlis. ] 

Robert Blanchmains, Earl of Leicefter, was wont 
to fay, " Sovereign Princes are the true Types or 
refemblances of God's true Majefty," in which re- 
[peQ, faith mine Authour, Trcafon againft the 
Prince's Perfon was called Crimin Majejlatis. [Po- 
lycraticon.] 

Pope Adrian the Fourth, an Englilhman born, of 
the Family of Ureakfpear, in Middlefex, a man com- 
mended for converting Norway to Chriftianity be- 
fore his Papacy, but noted in his Papacy for ufmg 
the Emperour Frederick the Second as his Page 
in holding his ftirrop, demanded of John of Sarif- 
j" bury, his Countreyman, what opinion the World 
had of the Church of Rome and of him ; who an- 
fwered: " The Church of Rome, which ftiould be 
a Mother, is now a Step mother, wherein fit both 
Scribes and Pharifees ; and as for yourfelf, when as 
you are a Father, why do you expefl penfions from 
your Children?" &c. Adrian fmiled, and after 
fome cxcufcs told him this Tale, which, albeit it 
may feem long, and is not unlike that of Menenius 
Agrippa in the Roman Hiftory, yet give it the 
reading, and happily you may learn fomewhat hy it. 
" All the members of the body confpircd againft the 
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ftomach, as againft the fwallowing gulf of 
labours ; for whereas the eyes beheld, the ears heard, 
the hands laboured, the feet travelled, the tongue 
fpake, and all parts performed their funclions, only 
the ftomach lay idle and confumcd all : Hereupon 
they joyntly agreed all to furbear their labours, and 
to pine away their lazy and publick enemy. One 
day paiTed over, the fecond followed very tedious, 
but the third day was fo grievous to them a!!, that 
they called a common Council, The eyes waxed 
dim, the feet could not fupport the body, the arms 
waxed lazy, the tongue faltered, and could not lay 
open the matter, therefore they all with 
cord defired the advice of the Heart. Their reafc 
laid open before them, that he againft 
had proclaimed wars was the caule of all this their 
mifcry ; for he, as their common fieward, when 
his allowances were withdrawn, of neceiiity with- 
drew theirs from them, as not receiving that he 
might allow. Therefore it were a far better courfe 
to fupply him than that the limbs ihould faint with 
hunger. So, by the perfwafion of Reafon, the fto- 
mach was fervcd, the limbs comforted, and peace 
re-eftabUflied. Even fo it fareth with the bodies 
of Commonwealths ; for albeit the Princes gather 
much, yet not fo much for themfelvcs as for others, 
fo that if they want they cannot fupply the want 
of others ; therefore do not repine at Princes herein, 
but refpetl the common good of the whole publick 
cftate." [LUm ] 

Oftentimes would he fay, "All his preferments 
never added any one jot to his happinefs or <]uiet- 
nefs." l/i/tm.] 

He alfo (that I may omit other of his Speeches) 
would fay: " The Lord hath dilated me by ham- 
mering me upon the anvile ; but 1 befeech him he 
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would underlay hU hand to the unfupportablc bur- 
then which he hath laid upon me." [Iiicm.'j 

When it was fignitied unto King Richard the 
Ficft, Son to the tbtefaid King Henry, fitting at 
Supper in his Palace at Weftminfter (which we call 
the old Palace now), that the French King beiieged 
his Town of Vcrnoil, in Normandy, he in greatnefs 
of courage protefted in thefe words; " I will never 
turn my back until 1 have confronted the French." 
For performance of which his Princely word, he 
caufed the wall in his Palace at Wellminfter to be 
broken down direC'Hy towards the South, ported to 
the coaft, and immediately into Normandy, where 
the very report of his fuddain arrival fo terrified the 
French that they raifed the ficge and retired them- 
felves. [Ypodigma.] 

The fame King Richard, purpofingan expedition 
into the holy Land, made money at all hands i and 
among other things fold unto Hugh Pudfey, Bifliop 
of Durham, the Earldom of Northumberland, mer- 
rily laughing when he invel^ed him, and faying; 
*' Am not I cunning, and my Craft's-mafter, that 
can make a young Earl of an old Biftiop?" But 
this Prelate was fit to be an Karl, for the world (as 
one of that Age faid of him) " was not crucifixus 
to him, but inhxus in him." [Lib. Dunelm.] 

One P"uike, a Frenchman of great ojiinion for 
his Holinefs, told this King Richard that he kept 
with him three Daughters that would procure him 
the wrath of God if he did not fhortiv rid himfelf 
of them. " VVhv, Hypocrite," quoth the King, 
" all the world knoweth that I never had child." 
" Yea," faid Fulkc, " you have, as I faid, three ; 
and their names are Pride, Covetoufnefs and 
Lechery." " Is it fo f " faid the King, " you (hall 
fee me prefently bellow them : the Knights Tem- 
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:s CovetouP^H 



pUr« (hall have Pride i the white Monks 

neis, and the Clergy Lechery ; and there have yon 

my three daughters befluwed among you." 

When there wa* a fair opportunity offered unto 
this King Richard, and to Hugh, Ouke of Burgundy, 
for the furprife of Jerufalem, they marched forward 
in two battels from Acres, The King of England 
led the firft, the Duke of Burgundy the oiher ; 
when they approached, the Duke of Burgundy, en- 
vying the glory of the Engiilli, fignified to the King 
of England that he wuuld retire with his Company, 
becau^ it (hould not be faid that the Englifb' had 
taken Jerufalem. While this mellagc was de- 
livering, and the King grieving that fo glorious an 
enterprife was fo overthwarted by envy, one amongft 
the Englifti Companies cried aloud to the King, and 
faid, " Sir, Sir, come hither, and I will (hew you 
Jerufalem." But King Richard caft h's Coat of 
Arms before his face, and weeping uttered thefe 
words with a loud voyce : " Ah! my Lord God, I 
befeech thee that I may not fee thy holy City Je- 
rufalem, when as I am not able to deliver it out of 
the hands of the enemies." [Jan Sire de Jonville, 
in the life of Saint Lewes, cap. 70.] This Authour 
alfo givech this teftimony of the faid King in the 
eighth Chapter of the faid Book : " This Prince 
was of fuch prowefs, that he was more feared and 
redoubted amongft the Sarazens than ever was any 
Prince ChrilHan. Infomuch that when as their 
little Infants began to cry, their mother would fay, 
to make them hold their peace, ' King Richard 
Cometh, and will have youj' and immediately the 
little children, hearing him named, would forbear 
crying;" and likewife the Turks and Sarazens, 
when their Horfes at any time ftarted, they would 
put fpur to them and fay, " What, you jades, yt 
think King Richard is here?" 
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When the fame King Richard had fortunately 
taken in a Ikirmifli Philip, the Martial Hifhop of 
Ueavoys, a deadly enemy of his, he caft him in 
Prifon with bolts upon his heels, which being com- 
plained of unto the Pope, he wrote earneftly unto 
him not to detain his dear Son, an EccleltafVical 
perfon, and a Shepheard of the Lord's, but 10 fend 
him back unto his flock. Whereupon the King 
fent unto the Pope the Armour that he was taken 
in, and willed his Ambafiadour to ufe the words of 
Jacob's Sons unto their Father, when they had fold 
away their Bnnher Jofcph, "Hanc invenimus, vide 
utrum tunica filii lui fit, an non. This we found ; fee 
whether It be the Coat of thy fon, or no." " Nay," 
quoth the Pope, "it is not the Coat of my fon. nor 
of my brother, but fome imp of Mars, and let him 
procure his delivery if he will, for I will be no mean 
for him." 

When the French King and King Richard the 
Firft began to parly of peace, his Brother John, who 
had falily and unnaturally revolted unto the French 
King, fearing himfelf, came in of his own accord, 
and fuppliantly befought Richard, Brotherly to par- 
don his manifold oftcnces, that he had unbrothcrly 
committed againft him ; he rehearfed the ftraight 
League of brotherly piety; he recounted the many 
merits of his Brother ; he bewailed with tears that 
hitherto he had been unmindful of them, as an un- 
natural and unthankful Perfon. Finally, that he 
doth live, and fhall live, he doth acknowledge that 
he hath received it at his hands. The King being 
mollified with this humble fubmilTion, faid : "God 
grant that I may as eafily forget your offences as 
you may remember wherein you have oft^ended." 

In thcwoful Wars with the Barons, when King 
John was viewing of the CaIHe of Rochefter, held 
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againil him by the Earl of Arundel, he was efpinl^ 
by a very good Arcubalilter, who told the Earl 
thereof, and faid that he would Ibon difpatch the 
cruel Tyrant if he would but fay the word. " God 
forbid, vile Varlet," quoth the Earl, "that wefiiould 
procure the death of the holy one of God." "What," 
faid the Souldicr, " he would not fpare you if he 
had you at the like advantage." " No matter for 
loth the Earl, "God's good will be done, 
and not the King." 



i where a Noble man 
i againft him lav very 
ifed theKingto dc- 
No, no, but I would 
were as honourably _ 



and he will difpofe thei 
[iMatth. Paris]. 

When one about him {he< 
that had rebellioully horn ar 
honourably intombcd, and : 
face the Monument, he faid. 
all the reft of r 
buried," [/d/m' 

When divers Greeks came hither, and offered tff^ 
prove that there were certain errours in the Church 
of England at that time, he rejeiiled them, faying, 
" I will not fuffer our faith eftablifhed to be called 
in queftion with doubtful difputations." [Eragm. 
antiquum editum a P. Pith^o] _ 

Yet when the faid King John faw a fat BuA 1 
haunchcd, he faid profanely to the ftandcrs by, " See 
how fair and fat this Buck is, and yet he never 
heard Mafs all his life long." But this may be forged 
to his difgrace by the envious. [Matth. Paris J. 

In a folemn Conference between King Henry 
the Third of England and Saint Lewes, King of 
France, the only devout Kings of (hat Age, when 
the fVench King faid, He had rather hear fermons 
than hearMafles, our King replied, which fome will 
fmile at now (but according to the Learning of that 
time). That he had rather fee his loving friend 
(meaning the real prefcnce of Chrift in the Sacra- 
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merit) than to hear never fo much good of him by 
others in Sermons. This I note, hecaufc it was then 
thought facetious, which I doubt not but Tome will 
now condemn as fuperftitious. [Guil, Rilhanger], 

Peckham, that Optical Archbifliop of Canter- 
bury, who wrote " Perfpeiftiva Communis," when 
Pope Gregory the Tenth, who had created him 
Archbiftiop, commanded him to pay four thoufand 
marts within four months, under pain of Excom- 
munication, he, that came unto the See then deeply 
indebted, faid : " Behold, you have created me ; and 
as a Creature doth defire to be perfected by his 
Creatour, fo 1 do in my npprelHons flie unto your 
Holinefs to be recreated." [Archiep. Cantuar]. 

Sewal, Archbiftiop of York, much aggrieved with 
fome praflices of the Pope's Colle£tors in England, 
took all patiently, and faid: " I will not with Cham 
difcover the nakednefs of my Father, but cover and 
conceal it with Sem." As Conftantine the Great 
faid that he would cover the faults of Biftiops and 
Fathers of the Church with his Imperial Robe. 
[Matth. Paris.] 

Pope Innocentius the Fourth, when he offered 
the Kingdom of Sicil and Naples to Richard, Earl 
Cornewall, with many impoilible conditions, " You 
might as well," faid the Earfs Agent at Rome, " fay 
to my Lord and Mailer, 1 fell or give you the Moon, 
climb up, catch it, and take it." [Anonymus qui 
incipit, Rex Piaorum] 

Alexander, Sijcceflour to Innocentius, fent unto 
the faid Earl Richard to borrow a great mafs of 
money; but the Earl anfwered, "I will not lend 
to my Superiour, upon whom 1 cannot diftrain for 
the Debts." This Richard is reported, by the faid 
Author, to have had fo great Treafure that he was 
able to difpend for ten years an hundred marks a 
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day, which, according to the Standard of that dme, 1 

was no fmall fUmm. [Idem']. 

In the Reign of King Henry, a Birtiop of London I 
ftoutijr withftood the Pope's Nuncio, that would ] 
have levied exaflions of the Clerey : Whereupon 
the Nuncio complained unto the king, who ftiortly 
menaced the Bilhop, and told him he would caulc 
the Pope to pluck his Peacock's tail : but the Bilhop 
boldly anfwered the King, that the Pope and he, 
being too ftrong for him, might bereave him of his 
Biflioprick by might, but never by right ; and that 
although they took away his Mitre, yet they would 
leave him his Helmet. [Lib. Cantuar]. 

Wicked rather than witty is that of a Dean, 1 
High Treafurer of England, that had demeaned ' 
himfelf fo well In his Office that when he died he 
made this wicked Will : « I bequeath all mv Goods 
and Pofleflions unto my Liege Lord the King, my 
Body to the Earth, and my Soul to the Devil." 

When Edward the Firft heard of the death of 
his only Son, he took it grievoudy as a Father, but 
patiently as a wife man. But when he underftood 
fliortly after of the departure of his Father, King 
Henry the Third, he was wholly deje£led and com- 
fortlcfs; whereat, when Charles King of Sicily, 

' This rtminds us of the fpccch of Henry II. to the breth- 
ren of a certain monaftcry who had applied lo Ihe monaith J 
for leave to bury the body of Alan de Neville, the king'i 
foreller, in their church, hoping by this means lo acquire Tome 
of bis lands : — 

" You may have, if fo you plcafe. 

The carcafe of Alan dc Neville ; 
Bui his fubllancc 1 (hall feize, 
And his Ibul may go lo the D — 

—Ckron. of Battel Abhey^f. ii^ 
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with whom he then fojourned in his return from 
the Holy Land, greatly marvelled, He fatisfied him 
with this, " God may (end more Sons, but the death 
of a Father is irrecoverable." [Waifingham]. 

This is that King Edward the Firft who, as in 
lineaments of body he furpalTed all his people, being. 
like Saul, higher than any of them, fo in prudence 
conjoyned with valour and induftry he excelled all 
our Princes, giving thereby fure anchor-hold to the 
Government of this Realm, waving up and down 
before moft uncertainly. Which he effeited not 
fo much by cltablilhing good Laws, as by giving life 
unto his Laws, by due execution. And as my 
Authour faith, "Judices potilTimum judicans quos 
conllituit judices aliorum." Who addeth alfo this 
of him : " Nemo in confiliis illo argutior, in eloquio 
torrentior, in periculis fecurior, in profperis cautior, 
in adverfis conftantior." [Commendatio lamenta- 
bilis in tranfitu Regis Edw. primi.] 

Whereas the Kings of England before his time 
ufed to wear their Crown upon all folemn Feaft- 
dayes, he firft omitted that cuftom, faying merrily : 
"That Crowns do rather onerate than honour 
Princes." [/dem traclatin.'] 

When a fimple religious man, feeing him meanly 
attired, wondring thereat, aflced him why he, being 
fo potent a Prince, ware fo (imple a fute, he an- 
fwered, " Father, Father, you know how God re- 
gardeth Garments : What can I do more in Royal 
Robes than in this my Gabberdine I" [Iiitm.'\ 

When the Clergy, pretending a difcharge by a 
Canon, lately made at the Council held at Lyons 
in France, would contribute nothing to the tempo-. 
ral neceflities of King Edward, heTiaid unto them 
in Parliament, *' Seeing you do refufe to help me, I 
will alfo refufe to help you, &c. If you deny to pay 



jS2 h'Ise speeches. 

tribute to me as unto your Prince. I will rcfufe to 
protedl you as my Subjetits ; and therefore, if you 
be fjtovled, robbed, maimed, and murthercd, feck 
for no fuccour nor defence of me or mine." 

The Pope fent an Injun<Sion unto the fame Ed- 
ward, the which was delivered unto him in one of 
his Journeys againll the Fautours of John Baliol 
King of Scotland ; the lenour of it was that he 
ibould-furceafe todifquiet the Scots, which were an 
exempt Nation, and properly appertaining to the 
Roman Chappel, wherefore the City of JerufaJem 
could not but defend her (.itizens, and help them 
that did trull; in the Lord, like Mount Sion. He had 
no fooner read it, but rapping out an Oath, faid : 
" 1 will not hold my peace for SJonnor Jerufalem's 
reft, as long as there is breath in my body, but will 
profecute my juft right known unto all the World, 
and defend it to the death." [Tho. Walfingham.] 

When John, Earl of Athol, nobly defcended, who 
had with other murthered John Comin, was appre- 
hended by King Edward the Firft, and fome intreated 
for him, the King anfwered i " The higher his call- 
ing is, the greater muft his fall be ; and as he is of 
higher Parentage, fo he fliall be the higher hanged," 
which accordingly was performed, for he was hanged 
on a Gallows fifty foot high. [Florilegus.] 

When as in fiegeoftheCaftleof Strivelin in Scot- 
land King Edward the Firft, by his over-forward- 
nefs, was often endangered, fome advifed him to 
have more regard to his Perfon, he anfwered them 
with that of David in the Pfalm, "A thoufand fliall 
fall at my fide, and ten thoufand at my right hand, 
but it fliall not come near me," [Florilegus.] 

When the Learned Lawyers of the Realm were 
confulted in a caufe by him, and after long confulta- 
tion did not fatishe him, he faid (as Kings impatient 
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of delays may be bold with their Lawyers), " My 
Lawyers arc long advifing, and never advifed." 
[FlorilcgusJ. As for other Speeches of his 1 wit- 
tingly and willingly overpafs. 

Eleanor, Wife to King Edward the Firft, a molt 
vertuous and wife woman, when he took his long 
and dangerous Voyage into the Holy Land, would 
not be diflwaded to tarry at home, but would needs 
accompany him, faying: "Nothing muil part them 
whom God hath joyned, and the way to Heaven is 
as near in the Holy Land (if not nearer) as in Eng- 
land or Spain," 

This worthy Queen maketh me remember Eu- 
bulus, a fcofling C omical Greek Poet, which curfeth 
himfelf if ever he opened his mouth againil Women, 
inferring, albeit Medea were wicked, yet Penelope 
was peeriefs: if L'lytcmneftra were naught, yet Al- 
ceftcs was pafling good ; tf Phsedra were damnable, 
yet there was another laudable. But here, faith he, 
" I am at a ftand ; of good Women I lind not one 
more, but of the wicked I remember thoufands." 
Beflirew this fcoffer, ye good Wives all, and let his 
curfe fail upon him, fcr of your kind may many a 
million be found, yea, of your own Country -, and 
that I may referve other to a fitter place, I will 
(hew unto you a rare example in this Queen of Eng- 
land a molt loving and kind Wjfe, out of Roderi- 
cus Sanctius, not mentioned by our Hillorians. 

When King Edward the Firft was in the Holy 
Land, he was. ftabbed with a poyfoned Dagger by a 
Sarazen, and through the rancor of the poyfon the 
wound was judged incurable by his Phyficians, 
this good Queen Eleanor his Wife, who had ac- 
companied him in that journey, endangering her own 
life, in loiing atfedtion faved his life, and eternized 
her own honour ; for (he dayly and nightly fucked 
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to her, ^1 



out the rank poyfon, which love made fweet 
and thereby efte£tcd that which no Art di 
tempt, to his fafety, her joy, and the comfort of alt 
England. So that well worthy was ihe to be re- 
mcmbred by thofe Croffes as Monuments, which 
inftead of Statues were erected by her Hulband to 
her honour at Lincoln, Grantham, Stanford, Ged- 
dington, Northampton, Stony-Stratford, Dunliable, 
Saint Albanes, Waltham, and that of Weftminfter, 
called Charing-Crofs, all adorned with the Arms of 
Caftile, Leon, and the County of Pontieu, which 
by her right was annexed to the Crown of England. 

Robert Wlnchelfey, the Archbilhop of Canter- 
bury, was banilhed by King Edward the Firft, hut 
afterward reltored again by him, and all the Rents 
that had been fequeltred during his abfence repayed 
him : whereby he became the richeft Archbifhop 
that had been in that feat before him ■. Wherefore, 
often recording his troubles, he would fay ; *' Advcr- 
fity never hurteth where no iniquity overruleth." 
[Lib. Cantuar.] 

William de March, Lord Treafurer unco King 
Edward the Firft, caufed all the Treafure throughout 
all the Land, that was laid up in the Monafteries and 
Churches, to be at one inftant violently taken away 
by Military men, faying, " It is better that money 
fhould be moving, and according to the name be 
currant, and go abroad to the ufe of the people, than 
refting in chelts without fruit and occupation :" con- 
curring in this laft point with a Maxime of the 
Ufurers Hall. 

Of King Edward the Second, I find nothing me- 
morable but that which grief and great indignity 
wrefted from him, when Corney and his rafcal 
rabblements, after his depofition, would needs (have 
him on the way, left he fhould be known and refcued. 
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They enforced him to fit down upon a mole-hill, 
and the Knave Barber inl'ulting told him that cold 
water taken out of the next ditch fhould ferve for 
his trimming at that time. He anfwered, "Whe- 
ther you will or no, there (hall be warm water:" 
and therewithal!, he Ihedding tears plentifully, veri- 
fied his words. [Thorn, de la More]. 

After the battle of Poitiers, James, Lord Audley, 
was brought to the Black Prince in a litter moll 
grievouHy wounded, for he had carried himfelfmoft 
valiantly that day. To whom the Prince, with due 
commendations, gave for his good fervice four hun- 
dred marks of yearly revenues. The which he, re- 
turning to hii. Tent, gave as frankly to his four 
Kfquires, that attended him in the battle: whereof 
when the Prince was advertifed, doubting that his 
gift was contemned, as too little for fo great good 
fervice, the Lord Audley fatisfied him with this an- 
fwcr ; " I mull do for them who deferved beft of 
me. Thefe my Kfquires faved my life amidit the 
enemies. And God be thanked, I have fufficient 
Revenues left by my Anccftours to maintain me in 
your fervice." Whereupon the Prince, praifing his 
prudence and liberality, confirmed his gift made to 
his Kfquires, and aligned him moreover fx hun- 
dred marks of like Land in Kngland. [Frofiard]. 

William Wickham, after Bifhop of Winchefter, 
came into the fervice, and alfo into the great favour 
of King Edward the Third, by being Overfeer of 
his great Work at Windfor, whereas before he 
fcrved as a poor Parifh Priell, Wherefore he caufed 
to be written in one of his windows, "This Work 
made Wicltham." Which being to'.d unto the 
King, he was otfended with Wickham, as though 
he had gone about to rob him of the glory of that 
Magnilicent Work. But when Wickham told hitn 
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that his meaning was that that Work had been hlB-j 
making and advancement, the King relied content' 
andfatisfied. [Vita Wiccami.] 

When the faid Wilham Wiclcham (as it is com- 
monly faid) fued unto Edward the Third fur the 
Biftiopriclc of Winchefter, the King told him that 
he was unmeet for it, becauCe he was unlearned i 
but he faid, " In recompence thereof, I will make 
many learned men." The which he performed in- 
deed, for he founded New Colledge in Oxford, 
and another in Wincheller, which houfes have af- 
forded very many learned men both to the Church 
and to the Commonwealth. 

When Henry of Lancailer, furnamed the good 
Earl of Darby, had taken (1341) Bigerac in Gaf- 
coigne, he gave and granted to every Souldier the 
Houfe which every one ihould firft feizc upon, with 
all therein. A certain fouldier of his brake into a 
Mint-mafter's houfe, where he found fo great a 
mafs of money that he, amazed therewith, as a prey 
greater than his defert and delire, figniiied the fame 
unto the Earl, who with a liberal mind anfwered, 
" It is not for my ftate to play Boy's play, to give 
and take. Take thou the money, if it were thrice 
as much." [WaHingham.] 

When news was brought unto King Richard the 
fccond, that his Uncles of York and Gloucefter, the 
Earls of Arundel, Warwick, Darbyand Nottingham, 
with other of that faction, who fought to reform 
the miforders of the King, or rather of his Coun- 
lellers, were aflembled in a V\ ood near unto the 
Court; after he had afkcd other men's opinions, 
what was to be done in Co weighty and doubtful a 
cafe, at length he merrily demanded of one Sir 
Hugh a Linne, who had been a gnod military man 
in his days, but was then fomewhat diflraughtof his 
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wits, what he would advife him to do ; " IfTue out," 
quoth Sir Hugh, " and let us fct upon them, and 
flay them every mother's Ton ; and by God's eyes, 
when thou hall fo done, thou haft killed all the 
faithful friends that thou halt in England." [Ano- 
nymus.] 

King Henry the fourth, a wife Prince, who full 
well knew the humour of the tnglifh, in his admo- 
nition to his fon, at his death, faid ; " Of Engiifli- 
men, fo long as they have wealth and riches, fo long 
flialt thou have obeyfance ; but when they be poor, 
they be always ready to make infurredHuns at every 
motion." [H.U.] 

King Henry the fourth, during his ficknefs, caufed 
his Crown to be fet on his pillow, at his bed's head, 
and fuddenly his pain fo fore troubled him, that he 
kyas though his vitalfpirits had been from him de- 
parted: Such Chamberlains as had the care and 
charge of his body, thinking him to be dead, covered 
his face with a linnen cloth. The i'rince his fon, 
being thereof advertifed, entred into the Chamber, 
and took away the Crown, and departed. The Fa- 
ther, being fuddenly revived out of his trance, quickly 
perceived that his Crown was taken away: and un- 
derftandini; that the Prince his Son had it, caufed 
him to repair to his prefencc, requiring of him for 
what caufe he had fo mifufed himfelf. The Prince 
with a good audacity anfwered : " air, to mine and 
all men's judgments you feemed dead in this world; 
wherefore 1, as your next and apparent heir, took 
that as mine own, not as yours." " Well, fair fon," 
faid the King with a great figh, " what right I had 
to it, and how I enjoyed it, God knoweth." 
" Well," quoth the Prince, " if you dye King, I 
will have the garland, and truft to keep it with the 
Sword againft all mitie enemies, as you have done." 
fHall.] 
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King Henry the fifth, when he prepared wars 
againft France, The Dolphin of France fent him a 
prefent of Paris Balls, in derifiun ; but he returned 
for anfwer, " That he would Ihortly refend him 
London Bails, which fiiould ftialce Paris walls." 
[Anonj-mus Anglice.] 

When King Henry the fifth had given that 
famous overthrow unto the French at Agjncourt, 
he fell down upon his knees, and commanded his 
whole army to do the fame ; faving thai verfe in the 
Pfalm, *' Non nobis Domine, non nobis, fed nomini 
tuo da gloriam : Not unto us, O Lord, not unto 
us, but unto thy name give the glory." 

Henry the fixth did take all injuries, whereof he 
received plenty, fo patiently, that he not only did 
not feek to revenge them, but " gave God thanks 
that he did fend them to punifli his fins in this life, 
that he might efcape puniftimcnt in the life to come." 
[Vita Henrici Sexti.] As the Empcrour Frederick 
the third, when he heard of the death of a great 
Noble man of Auftria, who lived ninety three years 
moft wickedly in flefhly pleafures, and yet never 
once afBiiiled with grief or ficknefs, faid : " This 
proveth that which Divines teach, that after death 
there is fume place where we receive reward or 
puniftiment; when we fee often in this World, 
neither the juft rewarded, nor the wicked puniftied." 

The fame King Henry, having in Chriflmas a 
fhew of young women, with their bare breafts laid 
out, prefented before him, he immediately departed 
with thefe words, — " Fie, tie for fliame, forfooth 
you be to blame." [/oVm.] 

He receiving on a time a great blow by a wicked 
man, which compared his death, he only faid, 
" Forfooth, forfooth, ye do fouly to fmite a King 
anointed." 
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Not long before his death, being demanded why 
he had {o long held the crown of England unjuftly, 
he rcplyed : " My Father was King of England, 
quietly enjoying the Crown all his reign ; and his 
father, my grandfire, was alfo King of England ; 
and I, even a child in cradle, was proclaimed and 
crowned King without any interruption, and fo held 
it for forty years well-near, ali the itates doing 
homage unco me as to my Anceftors. Therefore 
I fay with King David, ' My lot is fallen in a fair 
ground, I have a goodly heritage ; my help is from 
the Lord, which faveth the upright in heart,'" 
[Idem.] 

Thomas Mountacute, Earl of Sarlfbury, when 
he befieged Orleans, and had fo enforced it that 
the inhabitants were willing to articulate, and to 
yield chemfelvcs to the Duke of Burgundy, then 
being in his compny; he highly difdaining it, faid 
in the Englifh Proverb ; " I will not beat the bulh, 
and another ftiall have the birds." Which pro- 
verbial fpeech fo offended the Burgundian, that it 
wholly alienated his mind from the Jinglifh, to their 
great tofs in all the French wars following. [Aul. 
vtmil.J 

John Lord Talbot, firft Earl of Shrewfbury, of 
that Family, furprifed on a fudden by the French 
Army at Challiiion. far from cowardly fear of death, 
and fatherly aflccted to his fon, the Lord Lyfle, 
who would not forfake him in that danger, advifed 
him to fly, faying : " My death, in reipeit of my 
former exploits, cannot be but honourable ; and in 
refpect of thy youth, neither can it be honourable 
for thee to dye, nor diflionourable to fly." But this 
young Lord, in height of courage nothing degene- 
rating from fo worthy a Father, loll his life with 
his father in the field, and with them a bafe fon. 
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ind a foil in law of the faid Earl's. [Paulus JEu^ 
Pii P. P. 2. Lib. 6.] 

the flames of inward war 
;!and, the martial men of 
e out of France, to main- 
at which time a French 
II Engliibman when they 
> France. He anfwered 
ground, " When your fins 
fliall be greater and more grievous in the fight of 
God than ours are now." 

% Until this time, from the beginning of King 
Edward the firil, which was about an hundred and 
fixty years, whofoever will with a marking ey 
fider the comportment of the Englifh Nation, thi 
concurrent of martial men, their Lounfels, military 
difcipline, defigns, adlions, and exploits, not only] 
out of our own Writers, but alfo foreign Hiftorians^' 
cannot but acknowledge that they were men of ef- 
pecial worth, and their prowefs both great audi 
glorious. Why afterward it fhould decay, as alJl 
other profeilions,— which even like plants have their 
times of beginning or in-rooting, their gri 
their tlourifhing, their maturity, and then their 
fading, — were a difquifition for the learned. Whe- 
ther it proceedeth from celeilial influence, or thofc 
Angels which Plato makes, or the Stcundei which « 
Trithemius imagined to have the regiment of the! 
World fuccefllvely, or from the degenerating of 
numbers intofummes, which I confefs I underitand 
not, being an ignorant in abftrufe learning. Only 
I have read in Paterculus, that when either envy, 
or admiration, hath given men an edge to afcend to 
the higheft, and when they can afcend no higher, 
after a while they muft naturally defcend. Yet I 
relye upon that of Ecclefiaftes, as I underhand it : 
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" Cunfla fecit bona in tempore fuo Deus, Si mun- 
dum Cradiditdifputationi eorii, ut nan inveniat homo 
□uod operatus eH Deus ab initio ufque ad finem," 
But pardon me. I cannot tell how I have been by 
admiration of our Progenitours diverted from my 
purpofe. 

In the year of our Lord 1416, when fifteen hun- 
dred Englilh, under the condufl of I. Beaufort, 
Earl of Dorlet, were encompafled between the Sea 
and fifteen thoufand French, the Earl of Arminac, 
General of the French, lent ti> the Earl, advifing 
him to yield himfelf ; but he anfwered, " It is not 
the manner of the Englifh to yield without blows, 
neither am 1 fo heartlefs that I will deliver my felf 
into their Hands, whom God may deliver into 
mine." And accordingly God gave him the honour 
of the day, to the great confufion of the enemy. 
(Walfingham in Ypodigmate.) 

When Elizabeth, the widow of Sir John Gray, was 
a fuiter unto I^ing Edward the fourth (againll whom 
her hulband loft his life) for her joynture, the kind 
King became alfo a fuiter to her for a night's 
lodging : but fhe wifely anfwered him, when he be- 
came importunate, " That as fhe did account her 
felf too hafe to be his wife, fo flie did think her felf 
too good to be his harlot." 

When love grew fo hot in this King Edward the 
fourth, that he would needs marry the faid Eliza- 
beth, widdowof fir John Grey, to the great difcon- 
tent of his Council, but efpecially of his mother \ 
who, alledging many reafons to the contrary, faid 
that only her widowhood might be fufficient to re- 
drain him, for that it was high difparagement to a 
King to be diftionoured with bigamy in his tirft 
marriage. The King merrily anfwered : ■' ' 
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blclled Lady 1 am a Batche'ler, and have (oTae too: 
and fo each of us hath a proof that neither of us arc 
lilce to be barren and therefore, Madam, I pray you 
be content, I trufl in God Ihe Oiall bring you forth 
a young Prince that (hall pleafe you. And as for 
the bigamy, let the Bifliop hardly lay it in my way 
when I come to take Orders : for I underftand it is 
forbidden to a Prielt, but I never wilt it yet that it 
was forbidden to a Prince." 

His hot love nevcrthelefs was partable among 
three other of his Miftrefles, of whom he was wont 
to lay, *' The one was the faireft ; the other was 
the merrieft ; and the third the holieft, for Ihe had 
wholly devoted her fclf to bis Bed and her Bedes." 

When Lewis the eleventh (French King) enter- 
tained divers Counl'eliours of King Edward the 
fourth with large pcnfions to Jleed him in England, 
hefent Peter Cieiet,one of the Mafiersof his houfc- 
hold, unto the Lord Haftings the King's Chamber- 
lain, to prefent him with two thoufand crowns. J 
Which when he had received, Peter Cleret did prajrl 
him, that for his difcharge he (hould make him ah^ 
acquittance: the Lord Chamberlain made a great ' 
diificulty thereat. ThcnCIeretdothrequeft him again 
that he would give unlo him only a letter of three 
lines for his difcharge to the King, fignifying that 
he had received them : the Lord Chamberlain an- 
fwered : " Sir, that which you fay is very rcafonable ; 
but the gift comes from the good will of the King 
your mailer, and not at my requeft at all : If it pleafe 
you that I Ihall have it, you Ihali put ic within the 
pocket of my fleeve, and you (hall have no other 
acquittance of me. I- or I will never it (hall be faid 
of me, that the Lord Chamberlain of the King of 
England hath been Penfioner to the King of P" ranee: 
Nor that my Acquittances Qiall be found in the 
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Chamber of accounts in France." 
Cleret went away 
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ith him, and came to fell his melTage to his King, 
who was very angry with him. But thenceforth 
the Lord Chamberlain ofEngland was more efteemed 
with the French, and always paid without acquit- 
tance. [Philip de Commines.] 

King Richard the third, whofe monftrous birth 
forefhewed his monfirous proceedings, (for he was 
born with all his teeth, and hair to his flioulders,) 
albeit he lived wickedly, yet made good Laws, and 
when divers (hires of England olTered him a bene- 
volence, he refufed it, faying, I know not in what 
fenfe, *' 1 had rather have your hearts than your 
money." [Joannes KoiTus Warwicenfis.] 

John Morton, the Biftiop of Elie, but afterward of 
Canterbury, being folicited by the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, then alienated from Richard the third, to 
fpeak his mind frankly unto him in matters of State, 
the Biihop anfwered him: " In good faith, my 
Lord, I love not much to talk with Princes, as a 
thing not all out of Peril, although the words be 
without fault. Korafmuch as it Hiall not be taken 
as the party meant it, but as it pleafclh the I'rince 
to conftrue it. And ever I think on j41f.)p's tale, 
that when the Lyon had proclaimed, that on pain 
of death there (hould no horned bealt abide in that 
wood, one that had in his forehead a bunch of flefti 
fled away a great pace. The Fox, that faw him run 
fo fan, afked him whither he made all that haft : he 
anfwered, ' In faith I neither wote nor reck, fo I 
were once hence, becaufe of this proclamation made 
of horned hearts.' 'What, fool, 'quoth the Fox, * thou 
mayeli well enough abide ; the Lion meant not by 
thee, for it is no horn that is upon thy head.* ' No, 
marry,' quoth he, ' thatwote I well enough, butwhat 
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and he call it an horn : where am I then ? ' ' 
More.] 

Sir Thomas Rokclby being controll'd for firft; 
fuffering himfelf to be ferved in Treen ' Cups, 
anfwered: "Theft homely cups and difties pay truly 
for that they contain: I had rather drink out of 
treene, and pay gold and filver, than drink out of 
gold and filver, and make wooden payment." 

When Richard the third was Qain at Bofworth, 
and with him John Howard Duke of Norfolk, King 
Henry the feventh demanded of Thomas Howard, 
Earl of Surrey, the Duke's fon and heir, then taken 
Prifoner, how he durft bear Arms in the behalf of 
that tyrant Richard. He anfwered : " He was my 
crowned King, and if the Parliamentary authority 
of England fet the Crown upon a ftock, I will fight 
for that ftock : And as 1 fought then for him, I 
fight for you, when you are eftablilhed by the 
authority." And i'o he did for his Ton King Henry 
the eighth at Flodden field. fAnonymus.] 

When Margaret, ihewidow of Charles the Hardy. 
Duke of Burgundy, and fifter to King Edward 
the fourth, envying much the happy eflate and 
reign of King Henry the feventh, defcended of the 
adverfe family of Lancafter, had at fundry times 
fuborned two rafcals to counterfeit the perfons of her 
two brothers' fons, thereby to withdraw the hearts 
of his fubjefls, and raife uproars in his Realm, the 
King fent over unto Philip, the Duke of Burgundy, 
Doitor Warham, afterward Archbifliop of Canter- 
bury, to inform him of her treachery. This Dodtor, 
in the latter end of his Oration, thus nipped the fc- 
ditious Uutchefs: "That within few years after (he 
waspallthreefcoreyearsof ageftiehad brought forth 
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Coo Monfters, Lambert and Peter, & not in the ninth 
and tenth months, as women naturally, but in the 
hundred and fourfcore month, (for they were both 
about fifteen years of age when Qie brought them 
abroad, as it were, out of her belly :] neither were 
they Crifomers,' but fuch child-choppers, that as 
foon as ever they were born, they were able to wage 

r with a mighty King. [Tho. More.] 

The Earl of Kiidare being charged before King 
Henry the feventh for burning the Metropolitan 
Church of Cafliles in Ireland, and many witneiTes 
procured to avouch the truth of the Article agaJnft 
him, he fuddenly confeffed it, to the great wondring 
and deteftation of the Council. Then it was lookea 
how he fhould juftifie that faft. " By Jefu," quoth 
he, " I would never have done it, if it had not been 
told me that the Arch-bifliop had been within it." 
And becaufe the Bifhop was one of the bufieft ac- 
cufers prefent, merrily laughed the King at the 
plainnefs of the man, to fee him alledge that in- 
tent for cxcufe which moft of all did aggravate his 
fault. 

When among many articles exhibited by the 
Irifii againit that Earl of Kildare, the laft was: 
Finally, all Ireland cannot rule this Earl. " Then," 
quoth the King, " fliall this Earl rule all Ireland;" 
and fliortly after he made him Deputy thereof. 

When one reproved King Henry the feventh 
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When a Gentleman, none of the wifeft, told 
King Henry the feventh that he found Sir Richard 
Croftcs, who was made Banneret at the battel of 
Stoke, to be a very wife man : The King anfwercd, 
" He doubted not that, but marvelled much how 2 
fool could know a wife man," 

It happened that there was fallen in communi- 
cation of the rtory of Jofeph, how his Mafter Poti- 
pher's wife, a great man with the King of Egypt, 
would have pulled him to her bed, and he lied away. 
"Now, Malfer Maio" (he was the King's Almoner) 
quoth King Henry the feventh, " you be a taU 
Itrong mar on the one fide, and a cunning Do£tor 
on the other, what would you have done if you had 
nut been Jofeph, but in Jofeph's ftead ? " " By my 
troth," quoth he, " and it like your Grace, I cannoc 
tell what 1 would have done, but I can tell you, 
what I (hould have done." [Tho. More.] 

The L:idy Margaret, Countefs of Kichmond(. 
mother to King Henry the feventh, a moft worthy^ 
Patronefs of good Letters, would often fay, *' On thC; 
condition that Princes of Chrillendom would cotn-< 
bine themfelves, and march againft the common 
enemy the Turk, Ihe would moft willingly attend 
them, and be their Laundrefs in the camp." 

There was a poor blind man in Warwickfhire, 
that was accounted very cunning in prog no ft i eating 
of weather. Upon a day Empfon, a great lawyer, 
as he rode that way, faid, in fcorn of his cunning, 
I pray you tell me, father, when doth the Sun change? 
1 he chafed old man, that knew his corrupt con-, 
fcience, anfwered; " When fuch a wicked lawyer aft, 
you goeth to Heaven." 

DoQor Collet, the Dean of Pauls, faid that if the 
Clergy were nought, the Laity were worfe, for it 
could not otherwife be, but the lay-men muft ever 
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be one degree under the Clergy : for furely it can be 
no lye that our Saviour faith himfelf, who faith of 
the Clergy, that they be the fait of the Earth, and 
if the fait once appall, the World mull needs wax 
unfavoury ; and he faith that the Clergy be the light 
of the world; and then, faith he, if the light be 
darkened, how dark will then the darknefs be? that 
is to wit, all the World befide, whereof he calleih 
the Clergy only the light. 

Cardinal Wolfey, his teeth watering at the rich 
Bilhoprick of Winchefter, fent one unto Bifhop Fox 
(who had advanced him to the King's fervice) for to 
move him to refign the Bifhoprick, becaufe extream 
age had made him blind : the which meflage and 
motion Fox did take in fo ill part, that he willed the 
meffenger to tell the Cardinal thus from him: "That 
although old age bereaving me of fight I know not 
white from black, yet I can difcern truth from falf- 
hood, and right from wrong; yea, and that now I 
am blind, I have efpied his malicious unihankfulnefs: 
the which I could never before perceive when my 
eye-fight was at the beft, and let my Lord Cardinal 
take heed, that his ambition and covetoufnefs bring 
him not into a worfe blindnefs than 1 have, and make 
him fall before he fear." 

At Sir Thomas More his hrft coming to the fer- 
vice of King Henry the eighth, the King gave him 
this godly lefTon : *' Firft look unto God, and then 
after unto me," 

He would alfowifli (as I have heard of an ancient 
man of that age) that his Counfellours would com- 
mit fimuiatioji, dilTimulation, and partiality to the 
Porter's lodge, when they came to iit in Council. 

The fame King Henry, finding fault with the dif- 
agreement of Preachers, would often fay, " Some 
are too fiiij' in their old Mumpftmus, and other too 



158 



IflSE SPEECHES. 



Maftcr Pace -^ 



bufie and curious in their new Sumffn 
borrowing thefe phrafes from that which Maftcr Pace 
his Secretary reporteth in his book de fruilu £>oc- 
trintr, of an old Prieft in that age, which always read 
in his Portafs, Mumpfimus Domine for Sumpjimui : 
whereof when he was admonished, he faid that he 
nowhad ufed Mumpfimus thirty years, and would not 
leave his old Mumpfimus for their new Sumpfimus. 

A Noble man of this time, in contempt of learning 
faid, that it was for Noble men's fons enough to wind 
their horn, and carry their Hawk fair, and to leave 
ftudy and learning to the children of mean men. To 
whom the forefaid Richard Pace replyed : " Then 
you and other Noble men muft be content that your 
children may wind theirhornsandkeep their Hawks, 
while the children of mean men do manage matters 
of cftate." [R. P. de fruflu dodl.] 

John Filher, Bifhop of Rochefter, when the Kii ^ 
would have tranilated him from that poor Bilhop^ 
rick to a better, he refufed, faying. " He would not 
forfake his poor little old wife, with whom he had fo 
longltvcd." Happily thinkingof the fifteenth Canon 
of the Nicene Council, and that of the Canonifts, 
Malri'monium inter Bpifcapum, & Ecdefiam effe can- 
trailum^ &c. 

There was a Noble man merrily conceited, and 
riotouHy given, that having lately fold a Mannor of 
ui hundred tenements, came ruffling into the Court, 
in a new fuit, faying, " Am not I a mighty man, that 
bear an hundred houfes on my back?" Which Car- 
dinal Woolfey hearing, faid, " You might have better 
imployed it in paying your debts." " Indeed, my 
Lord, "quoth he, "youfay well; for my Lord my father 
owed my mafter your father, three half-pence for a 
Calfshead; hold, here is two pence for it." AsSkel- 
ton jefted at the Cardinal, (hat he was defcended of 
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Sanguiller, he was caft out of a Butcher's ftalt, for 
his father was a Butcher of Ipfwich. 

When Stephen Ciardiner was advanced unto the 
Bilhoprick of W inche(ter, and fent over as Ambaf- 
(adour into France with great pomp, he faid unto an 
old acquaintance of his that came to calce his leave 
of him, " Now I am in my Ghria Pain." " Yea," 
faid his friend, " and I hope, Et nunc iff femprr." 
" Or," replied the Bilhop, " if it pleafe the King 
my mafter, Suul rrat in principio, A poor Scholar of 
Cambridge again." 

When Sir Thomas More was Speaker of the Par- 
liament, with hiswifdom and eloquence, he fo croJTed 
a purpofe of Cardinal Wolfey's, that the Cardinal in 
a chafe fent for him to White-hall ; where, when 
he had danced attendance long, at length the Car- 
dinal coming out, faid in the prefence of many, 
" Marter More, 1 would you had been at Rome, 
when you were made Speaker of the Parliament- 
houfe." He immediately replied, " And if it pleafe 
your Grace, fo would I, for then I fliould have feen 
a famous City, whereof I have heard much, and read 
much, but never faw it." [Vital"ho. Mori imprelTa.] 

The fame Cardinal, at a full Council Table, when 
Sir Tho. More was firft made privy Counfellor, 
moved that there might be a Lieutenant-General of 
the Realm, chofen for certain con fi derations ; and 
the body of the Council inclined thereunto. Sir 
Thomas More oppofed himfelf. Whereupon the 
Cardinal in a chafe faid: "Are not you aOiamed,who 
are the meaneft man here, to dilTent from fo many 
honourable and wife Perfonages : you prove your felf 
a plain fooi." Whereunto Mafter Moor forthwith 
anfwered ; "Thanks he to God that the King's 
Majefty hath but one fool in his right honourable 
Council." [J/iem,'} 
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When he was Lord Chancellour, he enjoyned i 
Gentleman to pay a good round fumm of money u 
a poor VVidow whom he had op pre fled j and the 
Gentleman faid : " Then I do hope your Lordfliip 
will give me a good long day to pay it." " You fball 
have your rcqueft," faid Sir Thomas; "Munday next 
is St. Barnabas day, the longeft day in all the year, 
pay her me then, or elfc you fiiall kjfs the Fleet." 

When he had no luit to grow greatly upward in 
the world, neither would labour for office of autho- 
rity, and over that, forfook a right worfhipful Room 
when it was offered him, his Wife fell in hand with 
him, and alked him, " What will you do, lift you not 
to pot forth your felf as others do? Will you fit ftill 
by the fire, anil make Goflings in the Albeswith a 
ftick, as Children do ? Would God I were a man. 
and you fliould quickly fee what 1 would do. What ? 
By God, go forward with the bell ; for as my 
Mother was wont to fay. It is evermore better to 
rule than to be ruled ; and therefore I warrant you, I 
would not be fo fooUfli to be ruled where I might 
rule. " " By my truth. Wife," quoth he, " I dare 
fay you fay truth, for I never found you willing to 
be ruled yet." 

He ufed, when he was Lord C hancellour, upon 
every Sunday, when he was at home, to fit in the 
Quire in his Surplice, and fing the Service : and 
being one day efpied in that attire by the Duke of 
Norfolk, the Duite began to chafe, crying, " Fie, fie, 
my Lord, the Lord Chancellour of England a Parifli 
Prieft, and a paltry finging man ! You diftionour 
the King, you difhonour the King," "No, my 
Lord," quoth Sir Thomas, " it is no fhame for the 
King, if his fervant ferve his Sovereign and Saviour, 
who is the King of King'^." 

During the time of his Chance Hour (hip of Eng- 
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land, he ufed to fend his GenCleman-UIher to his 
Wives Pew, after Divine Service was done, to tell 
her that he was gone ; but ihe next Sunday after he 
gave up his ChancellourQiip of England, he came 
himfelf to her Pew, and ufed the ufual words of his 
Gentleman- Ufher, " Madam, my Lord is gone." 

Hislatter Wife wasa Widdow, of whomErafmus 
writeth, that he was wont to fay, that (he was nee 
bella, me puella ; who, as ihe was a good Hufwife, 
fo was (he not voyd of the fault that often followeth 
that vertue, fomewhat flirewd to her fervants. Upon 
a time Sir Thomas found fault with her continual 
chiding, faying, " If that nothing elfe would reclaim 
her, yet the confideratian of the time (for it was 
Lent)(houldreftrain her." "Tulh, tufli.myLord," 
faid ftie, " look, here is one ftcp to Heaven-ward," 
(hewing him a Friar's girdle. " I fear me," tjuoth 
Sir Thomas Moor, " this one ftep will not bring you 
up a ft'cp higher." 

One day when flie came from (hrift, (he faid 
merrily onto him, " Be merry," Sir Thomas, " for 
this day was I well (hriven, 1 thank God, and pur- 
pofe now therefore to leave off' my old flirewdncfs," 
*' Yea," quoth he, " and to begin afrcfh." 

When he was fent Prifoncr unto the Tower, 
and the Lieutenant, his old Friend, received him 
with a heavy chear, he faid: "Is this the entertain- 
ment and good countenance you give your Gueils 
when they come to you? Why look, man, here are 
twenty angel nobles ((hewing him his purfe) and 
when this is fpent, turn me out at doors, as a bare 
gameifer, and not able to pay for that he takes," 
Hitherto may be referred his filent anfwcr, when 
at his entring into the Tower, one of the Officers 
claimed for a Fee his upper Garment (meaning his 
Gown or his Cloak) he oftcred him his Cap. 
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I, and bebrvH 

■d his minii^- ^^ 



Being aflced after his condemn; 
his execution, whether he bad changed his mindc, 
he faid : " Yea, for I thought to have been fliaven, 
but now feeing I ftiall die lb fliortly, I will let my 
beard grow." 

His Daughter Roper one day, as (he repaired unto 
him into the Tower, counfelled him to recover the 
King's favour, and his own former liberty, by doing 
I know not what, the which fhe faid one of the 
greatell States of this Realm, and a man learned 
too, and his tender Friend, faid he might do, without 
fcruple of confcience, as moft of the Nobility of the 
Realm had done, not one fticklng thereat, fave only 
himfelf and one other man. This Speech of her he 
aniwered with a pleafant Tale. " At a Bartholomew 
Fair at London, there was an Efcheator of the fame 
City that had arrefted a Clothier that was outlawed, 
and had feized his Goods, which he had brought into 
the Fair, tolling him out of the Fair by a train. The 
man that was arrefted was a Northern man, which 
by his Friends made the Efcheator to be arrefted 
within the Fair, upon an Atlion I wot not near what; 
and called a Court of Pipowders. Now had the Clo- 
thier, by friendftiip of the Officers, found the means 
to have all the Quell almoft made of the Northern 
men, fuch as had their Booths ftanding in the Fair, 
who were no fooner departed from the Bar, and come 
into the Houfe, but the Northern men were agreed, 
and in efteift all the other, to caft our London Ef- 
cheator. They thought they needed no more to 
prove that he did wrong, than even the name of his 
bare Office alone. But then was there amongft them, 
as the Devil would, an honelt man of another Quar- 
ter called Company. And the fellow feemed but a 
filly foul, and fate ftill, and faid nothing ; they made 
no reckoning of him, but faid, ' We be agreed n 
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come let us go and give up our vcrdi<3.' Then when 
the poor feiiow faw that they made fuch haft, and 
his mind nothing gave him that way that theirs 
did (if that their minds gave them that way,) they 
faid, he prayed them to tarry and talk upon the 
matter, and tell Tuch reafon therein, that he might 
think as they did, and when they fliould fo do, he 
would be glad to fay with them: or elfe, he ("aid, they 
mull pardon him : For fith he had a foul of his own 
to keep, as they had, he muft fay as he thought for 
his foul, as they muft for theirs. When they heard 
this they were half angry with him. 'What, good 
fellow,' quoth one of the Northern men, ' whare 
wannes thou?' Be not we eleven here, and thou 
but one all alone, and all we agreed, whereto fhouldft 
thou ftick > W hat's thy name, gud fellow ? ' ' Maf- 
ters,' quoth he," my name is called Company.' 'Com- 
pany,' quoth they, 'now,bymytroth,good fellow, play 
then the gud companion, come thereon forth with 
us, and pafs even for gud company.* ' Would God, 
good Marters,' quoth the man again, ' that there lay 
no more weight thereon. But now, when we (hall 
hence, and come before God, and that he ftiall fend 
you unto Heaven for doing according unto your con- 
fcience, and me unto the Devil for doing againft 
mine, all pafling at your requeft here for good com- 
pany now. By God, Mafter Dickenfon,' that was 
one of the Northern men's names, 'if I then 
ftiall fay unto you all again, Mafters, 1 went once 
with you for good company, which is the caufe 
that I go now to Hell, play you the good fellows 
now again with me ; as 1 went then for good 
company with you, fo fome of you go now for good 
company with me : would you go, Mafier Uicken- 
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fon? Nay, nay, by our Lady, nor ever a one 
of you all. And therefore mull you pardon me 
for pailing as you pafs ; for the pafTage of my poor 
foul paiTeth all good company,'" 

In the like fence he ufcd often to fay, "That he 
would never pin his foul at another man's back, not 
even the beft man that he knew that day living, for 
he knew not whither he might hap to carry it." 

When one came to him to fignifie that he muft 
prepare himfelf to die, for he could not live, he called 
for his Urinal, wherein when he had made water, 
he cart it, and viewed it (as Phyficians ufe), at laft 
he faid foberly, " That he faw nothing in that water, 
but that he might live, if it pleafed the King." 

When he was in prifon, and his books and papers 
taken from him. he did fliut his Chamber windows 
both day and night, faying : " When the wares are 
gone, and the tools are taken away, we muft (hut up 
mop." 

When he went to death, a certain woman offered 
him a cup of wine, which he refufing. faid : " Good 
woman, Chriil in his paffion drunk gal!, and no 
wine." 

When he was to mount the ScafFold, he faid to 
one of the Sherifts men, '* I pray thee help me up : 
as for coming down, 1 take no care." 

When the Hangman (according to his manner) 
defired him to pardon him his death, he anfwered: 
" I do forgive thee with all my heart ; but one thing 
I will tell thee, thou wilt never have honelly in 
cutting oft' my head, my neck is fo flmrt." 

Now we have done with Sir Thomas Moor his 
own Apothegms which have come to my hands, I 
will tranfcribe out of his Works a few Tales, or 
calt them what you plcafe. 

" A poor man found a Pricft over-familiar with 
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his Wife, and becaufe he fpake it abroad, and could 
not prove it, his Prieft fued him before the Bifhop's 
Oflicial for Defamation, where the poor man, in 
pain of curfmg, was commanded, that in the Parilh 
Church he fhould upon the Sundav, at high Mafs, 
fland up and fay, ' Mouth, thou liefl : ' whereupon, 
for fulfilling of his Penance, up was the poor foul 
fet in a Pew, that the people might wonder at him 
and hear what he faid ; and there all aloud, when he 
had rehearfed what he had reported by the Prieft, 
then he fet his hands on his mouth, and faid, 'Mouth, 
thou lieil:' And by and by thereupon, he fet his 
hands upon both his eyes, and faid : *]Jut eyne,' 
quoth he, 'by the Mafs ye lie not awhit.' " 

When Sir Thomas Moor had totd one {whom 
hctermeth in his Dialogue the Meflenger) how he 
might yearly have fcen a miracle done at the Rhodes, 
if he would have gone thither. "So far?" quoth the 
MeiTenger. " Nay, I had rather have God's blefllng 
to believe that I fee not, than to go fo far for it," 
"I am well apaid," faid Sir Thomas, "thereof, for if 

?}u had rather believe, than take the pain of a long 
ilgrimage, you will never be fo ftift'e in any opinion 
that you will put your felf in jeopardy for pertinacy 
and ftubbornftandingbyyour part." "Nay, marry," 
faid the MelTenger, " 1 warrant you that I will never 
be fo mad to hold till it wax too hot, for I have fuch 
a fond fantafie of mine own, that I had rather fliiver 
and Ihake for cold in the Summer than be burned 
in the middeft of Winter." 

" It happened thata young Prieft very devoutly in 
a ProcelJion bare a Candle before the Crofs for lying 
with a Wench, and bare it light all the long way, 
wherein the people took fuch fpiritual pleafure and 
inward folace that they laughed apace. And one 
merry Merchant faid unto the Priefts that followed 
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him, * Sic luctat lux veftro coram hamitiibus. Thl 
let your light (hine before the people.' But a lei 
Prieft in latter time, being reproved of his loofe iifc, 
and told that he and other of the Clergy ought to 
be the Lanterns of light, ' How can we,' faid the 
Ihamelefs Prieft, * be Lanterns of Light, when as ye 
Lay men have all the horns?' 

"When a lufty gallant faw a Fryar going bare- 
foot in a great Frort and Snow, he afked him why 
he did take fuch pain. He anfwered, that it was 
very little pain, if a man would remember Hell. 
' Yea, Fryar,' quoth the Gallant, ' but what and if 
there be no Hell ? Then art thou a great fool.* 
' Yea, Matter,' quoth the Fryaf) ' but what if there 
be hell, then is your Mailerlhip much more fool." 

" A Fryar, as he was preaching in the Country, 
efpied a poor Wife of the Parifli whifpering with 
her Pew-fellow, and he falling angry thereat, cry ed 
out unto her aloud, * Hold thy babble, I bid thee, 
thou Wife in the red hood;' which when the Huf- 
wife heard, (he waxed as angry, and fuddainly flie 
ftarted up, and cryed unto the Fryar again, that all 
the Church rang thereon: "Marry, Sir, I heihrew 
his heart that babbleth moft of us both; for I do 
but whifper a word with my Neighbour here, and 
thou haft babbled there a good large hour.' 

" King Ladidaus ufed much this manner among 
his fervants, when one of them praifed any deed of 
his, or any condition in him, if he perceived that 
they faid nolhing hut the truth, he would let it pafs 
by uncontrolled. But when he faw that they did 
fet aglofs upon it for his praife, of their own making, 

befide, then would he fhortly fay unto them, ' I pray 

thee, good fellow, when thou fayellr Grace, ne 
bring in Gloria patri, without a Sicut erat. Any i 
that ever I did, if thou report it again to mine honou] 
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with a Gloria pain, never report it but with a Sicut 
trat. That is to wit, even as it was, and no other- 
wife, and lift not me up with lies, for I love it not.* 

" Fryar Donalde preached at Paul's Crofs that 
our Lady was a Virgin, and yet at her Pilgrimages, 
there was made many a foul meeting, and loud 
cried out, * Ye men of London, gang on your felves 
with your Wives to Wilfdon, in the Devil's name, 
or elfe keep them at home with you, with a forrow.' " 

Sir John Moor was wont to compare the choof- 
ing of a Wife unto a cafual taking out, at all a very 
ventures, Eeles out of a bag, wherein were twen^ 
Snakes for an Eele- 

Sir John Fineux, fometime Chief Juflicc of the 
King's Bench, was often heard to fay, "Who fo 
taketh from a Juftice the order of his difcretion, 
taketh furely from him more than half his Office," 

Wifewas that faying of DoSour Medcalf, "You 
young men do think us old men to be fools; but we 
old men do know that you young men are fools." 

Kathcrinc, Wife to Charles liranden, Duke of 
Suffolk, when her Hufband, at a Feaft, willed every 
Lady to take to fit by her him that fhe loved belt, 
provided he were nothcr Hufband, (betook Stephen 
Gardiner, Bifliop of Winchefter, faying: "Seeing 
(he might not have him whom ftie loved bcft, Ihe 
would take him whom (he loved worfl." 

King Edward the Sixth, when three fwords were 
delivered at his Coronation imto him, as King of 
England, France, and Ireland, faid. There was yet ■ 
another fword to be delivered unto him. Whereat, 
when the Lords marvelled, he faid: ''I mean," faid 
he, " the facred Bible, which is the fword of the 
Spirit, without which we arc nothing, neither can 
do any thing," [Bal^us in Centuriis.] 

When Sir Ralph Fane was condemned to die by 




thepradiceof the Dukeof Nurthumberland, he fatd 
no more, protefting his innocency, but, " My blood 
fliall be the Duke's bolfter, as long as he liveth;" 
meaning, as I think, that his confdence, affrighted 
with Ihedding innocent blood, ftiould enjoy little 
quiet, but pals reftlefs nights. [Relatio Gallica.] 

Thirlby, BilhopofEly, when he was AmbaJIadour 
at Rome, one of his men negligently laying down 
his Livery Cloak in his Lodging, loft it ; wherewith 
the Biftiop, being angry, raced the fellow roughly, 
who told him that he fufpedled nothing in fo Holy a 
Place as Rome was, but did take them all for true 
men. '< What, Knave," quoth the Biftiop, « when 
thou comeft into a ftrange place, think all men there 
to be Thieves, yet take heed thou do not call them 
Thieves." 

When he was prifoner in the Tower, he was 
fearched by the Lieutenant, and five hundred French 
Crowns found in his purfe and in his doublet about 
him : whereat, when the Lieutenant wondring afked 
him what he meant to carry fo much money abouc 
him, he anfwered, " I love to have my friends ftill 
near about me, and cannot tell how 1 Ihould be ufed, 
if I lacked them." 

In the Rebellion in the Weft, during the Reign 
of King Edward the Sixth, Sir Anthony Kingfton, 
Marlhal of the Field, hanged up a fellow that was 
iervant to a rebeUious Miller, whom he affirmed 
himfelf to be, until he came unto the Gallows, ajid 
then his denya! would not be allowed. Afterward 
the matter being better known, Sir Anthony was told 
that he had executed the Man for the Mafter. *' It 
is well enough," quoth Sir Anthony, " he could 
never have done his mafter better fervice than have 
harmed for him." 

Thefe following are taken out of the life of Car- 
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dinal Poole,' Archbifhop of Canterbury, written by 
a Learned man, and Printed at Venice. 

When one alked Counfel of Cardinal Poole, what 
method and way was heU to be taken to underftand 
the obfcure places in Saint Paul's Epiftles, he an- 
fwered him, he thought the beft and fhorteft way 
was, to read firft the latter part of thofe Epiftles, 
which do intreat of Chrillian manners, and under- 
ftand it, and exprefs it in life and good manners, and 
then to go unto the firft part, where the matters of 
Faith are fubtilly and exaSly handled, faying, " That 
God will give his fpirit of underftanding fooneft unto 
thofe that with all their whole hearts feek to ferve 

He was wont to fay, " That he and all other 
Bilhops ought to confider that they were ordained, 
not only Judges over thofe of their Dioceftes, but 
Father Judges." 

In communication, when mention hapned to be 
made of a certain Biftiop, who was wont to blame 
the Bifhops that lived at Rome who negleiSted their 
charge, and yet he himfelf was refident at Rome, 
" He," quoth Poole, " doth like unto thofe that can- 
not abide the fmell of Garlick ; for if they have to 
do with them that have eaten Garlick, they eat fomc 
too themfelves, that they may not perceive their 
ftinking breaths." 

Speech was heard of a young man that was learned 
indeed, but too bold, and ready to cenfure : " Learn- 
ing," quoth Poole. " doth work almoft that in young 
men that Wine doth in the Fat i there it worketh, 
there it boyleth up, and fwelleth ; but as foon as it 
" '" ' ' ' g gathered his 
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and flil!." 



lio iriSE SPEECHES. 

When one very flcilfui in Aftrology told him that 
he had very exa^ly calculated his Nativity, and found 
that great matters were portended of him, Pool^^ 
anfwered, " Perhaps it may be as you affirm ; bul 
you muft remember that I was born again by Bap- 
(ifm, and that day of Nativity wherein 1 was bort 
again doth eclipfe the other before." 

When one had faid that we mud be To wholly 
bufied in the ftudy of the Scriptures that no t 
Oiould be left for other ftudies, and another man h 
added that the ftudies of other Learning v 
ufed as waiting-maids and Bond-women, " What^ 
do you not know," quoth Pooie, " that Agar was" 
calt out of the doors becaufe fhe was a Bond- 
woman ?*' 

When Sadolet adhorted him unto the fludy of ^ 
Philofophy, giving to it the price above all othi 
ftudies, Poole anfwered him, " While ail the worli 
was overwhelmed with the darknefs of Paganifm, 
did excel all other Arts ; but fince that thick roil 
was chafed away, by the bright beams of the preach- 
ing of Chrift and his Apoftles, and their SucceiTours, 
the ftudy of the facred Scriptures and Divinity had 
gotten thepalmandchiefpraife "* ' 



zn. ^^ 



lofophy was now as Tenedos, of ■ 



' adding, that " Phi-i 
i-hom Virgil writes:. 



Nunc tantum finus ic Italia malefida i:: 

" 'A famous Ifle of Riches, while Priamus Kingdom flood 
Now nothing but a baggage bay, and harbour nothing good.*" 

He ufed friendly to admonilh a certain Btfhop, 
not to forfake his ftieep, but rather leaving Rome to 
repair home and execute his Office. This Bifhop.J 
upon a time came unto him, and told him that he I 
was minded to go out of the City, for one MaathaJ 
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and to vifit his (heep, and therefare he did defire that 
he might depart with his good leave and liking : 
Poole anrwered, " I (hall take this comfort by your 
departure, that you (hall be beaten the Icfs." 

When Letters were (hewed unto him very arti- 
iicially penned, which one had Tent unto a great man, 
to comfort him for the death of his Friends, and to 
that intent had ufed all the places of Rhetorick, he 
read them, and then faid, " That he never in all 
his life had ever read Letters, that could bring greater 
comfort; for they were fuch, that no man that (hould 
read them, could be able to keep himlelf from 
laughing." 

Having heard a certain Preacher of great name, 
who arrogated much to himfelf, and did paflingly 
pleafe himfelf ; he was aiked what he thought of the 
man. Poole anfwered ; " Well, but 1 would that 
he would firft preach unto himfelf, and then after- 
ward to others." 

When a Nobleman of Rome told him, that he 
did trufl that he (hould come to his pleafant Gardens, 
which he had fumptuoufly made, yea thirty years 
after, and wondred at the beauty of them, Poole 
anfwered, " I hope I have not defcrved fo ill of you, 
that you (hould willi me fo long a banithment from 
mv heavenly Country." 

While he was in the Low Countries, and one day 
would have gone unto Charles the Emperour, but 
he could not be admitted to his Speech; but two 
dayes after the Bilhop of Arras was fent unto him 
I by the Emperour, to excufe his long (Vay, and defire 
I him to come unto him, Pool faid, that he had ftrange 
hap, " That whereas he fpake dayly unto God for 
the Emperour, yet he was not admitted unto the 
Emperour to talk with him about a matter belonging 
to God." 
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There was one that was very curious in keeping 
of his beard, and it was reported that he beftowed 
every month two duckats upon the trimming of i^ 
" If it be (o," faid Pool, " his beard will ftlortly li 
more worth than his head." 

After the death of Paulus Tertius, when many" 
Cardinals came unto him, and told him, that if he 
liked of it, they would make him Pope, " He de- 
fired them to look well to it, that they were fwayecL 
by no palTton of the mind, or did ought for favou 
and good will, but refer all their cogitations who] 
unto thehonour of God,and the profit of his ChurchfS 
the which only they all ought cfpecialjy to have 
alwavs before their eyes." 

When one of the Cardinals of the adverfe Fa6iion 
did one day charge him with ambition, and faid tha(_ 
he did untimely and over-haftily feek the Popedoms 
he anfwered gravely, " That he thought not 
burthen of that great Office to be fo light, 
that he was of the mind, that it was rather to I 
feared, than defired. As for them which underfto* 
not, and thought more bafely of fo great a plact 
lamented their cafe, and was forty for them." 

When the Cardinal Farnefs, and divers others of 
his Friends came unto him, at midnight, to make 
him Pope by adoration, he repelled them, faying, ^^ 
" He would not have fo weighty a matter tumul-^^^ 
tuoulty and rafhly done, but ufually and orderly^^H 
that the night was no convenient time thereforC^^H 
that God loved the tight more than darknefs, where- ^* 
fore they (hould defer it until (he next day, and that 
then, if it pleafed God, it might very well be done." 
But this his pious modefty loft him the Papacy- 
He ufed often to fay, "Thofe which would be- 
take them unto the ftudy of the holy Scriptures 
(which was as though they would go into the inner 
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and fecret part of the Temple) muft pafs through a 
low and narrow door : For that no man can attain 
to the underftanding of the Scriptures, that is proud 
and puffed up with the fliarpnefs.of his wit, or ex- 
cellency of humane learning; but he that bringeth 
lowlinefs of mind, and contempt of himfelf, and 
yields his underftanding (as the Apoflle faith) cap- 
tive unto faith," 

Of this alfo did he often admonifli thofe that 
would ftudy the facred Scriptures, "That theyfliould 
fpecially beware that they never went to the reading 
of them with this intent and mind, that they might 
difpute of them to ftiew their learning, and by that 
knowledge to get them honours and riches ; for both 
purpofes were very contrary to this kind of ftudy. 
Whereunto ought to be adhibited, firft fervent pray- 
ers, then a lowly mind, and finally an heart void of 
all ambition and greedy defirc." Thus farofthisgood 
Cardinal. 

William, Marquefs of Winchefter, being aflted 
how he continued of the Council in the troublefome 
times of divers Princes, anfwered : " By being a 
Willow, and not an Oak." He would alfo often fay 
that he found great eafe in this: "That I never 
fought to rule the roft, and to be the diredlour of 
others, but always fuffered my felf to be fwayed with 
the mofl and mightieft." As another Courtier of for- 
mer times faid, he had born off many court-ftorms 
in dangerous times " Byfuffering injuries, and giving 
thanks for them." 

A lufly gallant that had wafted much of his 
patrimony, feeing Mafter Dutton, a Gentleman, in 
a Gown not of the neweft cut, told him that he had 
thought it had been his great-grandfather's gown ; 



'Itisfo," faidMafter Dui 



"and I have alfo my 



great-grandfather's lands, and fo have not you. 
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A reverend man. my firft teacher, would often 
fay in the midft of his mirth, " Sorrow is good foi 
nothing, favc fin only." 

Now we draw to an end, have a few fayings ol 
merry iM. Hey wood, the great Epigram mati It. \\ hen 
Queen Mary told this Hey wood that the Priensmufl 
forgo their wives, he merrily anfwered, *' Your 
Grace muft allow them Lemons then, for the Clergy 
cannot live without fawce." 

He being afked of the faid Queen Mary, what 
wind blew him to the Court, anfwered her, " Two 
fpecially, the oik to fee your Majefty " — " We thank 
you for that," faid Queen Mary; " but I pray you, 
what is the other?" "That your Grace," faid he, 
"might fee me." 

VVhen one told him that Pace, being a Mailer oi 
Art, had difgraced himfelf with wearing n fool's 
Coat, he anfwered, " It is lefs hurtful to the com- 
mon-weal, when wife men go in fools Coats, than 
when fools go in wife men's gowns." 

When he faw one riding that bare a wanton be- 
hind him, he faid, " In good faith, Sir, I would fay 
that your horfe were over-loaden, if 1 did not per- 
ceive the gentlei 

When a man 
hopped than maulted, afked him at his table how he 
liked of his Beer, and whether it were well hopped, 
" Yes, by the faith of my body," faid he, *' it is very 
well hopped ; but if it had hupped a little further, it 
had hopped into the water." 

When <ine fdid, that the number of Lawyers 
would marr the occupation, he anfwered, "No, for 
always the more Spaniels in the field, the more 

This ufual fpeech of Sir Thomas More, both of 
himfelf and other Book- breeders, which is alfo ex- 



n you carry were very light." 
1 of worlhip, whofe Beer was better 
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tant in an Epidle oFhts, I have refolved to clofe up 
this part: " Book-makers are full wife folk, who 
pain and pine themfelves away by writing, to fub- 
je£t themfelves to the cenfure of fuch, which in 
Ordinaries and in Ale-benches will pill and pull them 
by their words, phrafes and lines, as it were by the 
beards; when fomeof them are fo pill'd themfelves, 
as that they have not one hair of honefty ; " or to 
ufe his own words, " Ne pilum boni hominis." 
But thefe he refembleth to thofe unmannerly guefts 
"which, when they have been well and kindly enter- 
tained, flinch away never giving thanks, but de- 
praving and difpraifing their courteous entertain- 

Whereas proverbs are concife, witty and wife 
fpeeches, grounded upon long experience, contain- 
ing for the moft part good caveats, and therefore 
both profitable and delightful, I thought it not un- 
fit to fet down here Alphabetically fome of the fe- 
ledlefl and moft ufual amongfl us, as being worthy 
to have place amongll the wileil fpeeches. 




Certain Proverbs,' Poems or Poesies^ Epi- 
grams, RVTHMS AND EplTAPHS OF THE 
English Nation in former times, 
and some of this present ace. 



' BOW long bent at laft waxeth weak, 

I A high building a low foundation. 

I A broken (Iceve holdeth the arm back. 

' A Cat may look upon a tCing. 
A Carrion Kyte will never be a good Hawk. 
A clofe mouth catches no flyes. 
As good loft as found. 
A curr will bite before he bark. 
A dog hath a day. i 

A friend will help at a dead lift. 
A dog will bark ere he bite. 
Agree, for the Law is coftiy. 
A fool's bolt is foon fliot- 
A fool and Wis money is foon parted. ' 

After meat muftard.' 
A friend is not fo foon gotten as loft. 
A friend in Court is worth a penny in purfe. 
A friend is never known till a man have need. 
A good man can no more harm than a (heep. 



I Camden has brcn aplly ftyled by Bilhop Nicholfon, " The 
cominon fun whereat our modern writera have all lighted tbcir 
liule torches." Starcely any liibjeil in thefe " Remains" had 
ever been previouily fo hilly — certainly never fo ably — handled. 
The prefeni colieilion of Englifti Proverbs is, fo far as 1 know, 
the firft ever made, and John Ray's celebrated work vras doubt 
lets fuggefted by it. 
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A good tale ill told, in the telling is marred. 

A good Jack maketh a good Gill. 

A good neighbour, a good morrow. 

A grunting horfe and a groaning wife never fails 

their iVIafter. 
Age and wedlock tames man and bead. 
All is well that ends well. 
A hard beginning hath a good ending. 
A hard fought field where no man fcapeth unkil'd. 
A hafty man never wants woe. 
A honey tongue a heart of gall. 
All is not gold that gliders. 
A leg of a lark is better than the body of a kyte. 
A little pot is foon hot- 

A (hrew profitable, may ferve a man reafonable. 
As long liveth a merry man as a fad. 
As the old cock croweth, fo the young foUoweth. 
A long harveft of a little corn. 
A low hedg is eafily leaped over. 
A man is not fo foon healed as hurt. 
A man far from his good is nigh his harm. 
A man may buy gold too dear. 
A curft dog muft be tied fliort. 
A flye hath a fpleen. 
A man may love his hoofe well though he ride not 

on the ridg. 
A man will not lofe a hog for a half pennyworth of 



li he hath but a hofe on 



A man will be a ma 

his head. 
As welcome as water into a ftiip. 
A muzled Cat was never good moufer. 
A light burthen far heavy- 
An old ape hath an old eye. 

A proud mind and a beggar's purfc goeth together 
A rouling ftone gathers no mofs. 
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A young Serving-man, an old b^gar. 

A word enough to the wife. 

A young Saint, an old divel. 

All is well that ends well. 

A man may well bring a horfe to die water, but 
cannot make him drink without he will. 

An ill weed grows apace. 

An old Cat laps as much milk as a young. 

A moufe in time may bite in two a cable. 

A piece of a Kid is worth two of a cat 
'\ A penniworth of eafe is worth a penny in a mai 

f\ purfe. 

:> A poor dog that is not worth the whiftling. 

'' As proud comes behind as goes before. 

A proud horfe that will not bear his own provendt 
e' A pound of care will not pay an ounce of debt. 

A fcald head is foon broken. 
/: A falfe knave needs no broker. 

A fcald horfe is good enough for a fcab'd Squire. 
^j A (hort horfe is foon curried. 

A fwine over-fat is caufe of his own bane. 

A traveller may lye with authority. 

A wonder lafteth but nine days. 
^ After black clouds clear weather, 

f After a ftorm comes a calm. 

i All is fi(h that comes to net. 

After dinner fit a while, after fupper walk a mile. 
[ All covet, all lofe. 

As fit as a pudding for a Friers mouth. 
j All fhall be well, and Jack fhall have Gill. 

f All is well that ends well. 

I An ill cook cannot lick his own fingers. 

\ An inch breaketh no fquare. 

[ An inch in a mifs is as good as an ell. 

An old dog biteth fore. 

An old fack allceth much patching. 



t. 
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An unbidden gueft knowcth not where to fit. 

As 3 man is friended fo the law is ended. 

As deep drinketh the goofe as the gander. 

As good to play for nought as work for nought. 

Afk my companion whether I be a thief. 

As I brew, fo muft I needs drink. 

A white wall is a fool's paper. 

As good fit Oill as rife up and fall. 

As foon goeth the young Lamb-fkin to the market, 

as the old Ewes. 
All the proof of a pudding is in the eating. 

B. 
Batchelers wives and maids' children be well taught. 
Backare, quoth Mortimer unto his Sow. 
Bate me an ace of that, quoth Bolton. 
Be it better be it worfe, do you after him that 

beareth the purfe. 
The black (Jxe hath not trod on his foot. 
Bare walls make giddy houfwives. 
Better fill a glutton's belly than his eye. 
Beggars ihould be no chufers. 
Believe well, and have well. 
Better be envied than pitied. 
Better children weep than old men. 
Better aye out than always ach. 
Better fed than taught. 
Be as be may is no banning. 
Better half a loaf than no bread. 
Better late than never. 
Better leave than lack. 

Better one bird in the hand than ten in the wood. 
Belter fit IHIl than rife and fail. 
Better a loufe in the pot than no fle(h at all. 
Better fpare at brim than at bottom. 
Better to be happy than Wife. 
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Better coming to the latter end of a fcaft than 

beginning of a fray. 
Better to bow than break. ^| 

Better to rule than be ruicd by the rout. ^| 
Better unborn than untaught. ^ 

Better be an old man's darling, than a young mi 

warling. 
Better a bad cxcufe than none at al 
Between two ftools the tail goeth to the groi 
Beware of had 1 wift. 
Beware the geefe when the Fox preaches 
Birds of a feather will flock together. 
Black will take no other hew. 
Brag's a good dog. 
Blind men fhould judge no colours. 
Bought wit is belt. 
By wifdom peace, by peace plenty. 
Burnt child lire dreads, 
By fcratching and biting cats and dogs 

gether. 

C. 
Cat after kind. 
Cunning is no burthen. 
Change of Women makes bald knaves. 
Change of paHure maketh fat calves. 
Children and fools cannot lye. 
Children and chickens are always feeding. 
Children (earn to creep ere they can go. 
Chriitmals cometh but once a year. 
Claw a churl by the arfe, and he Qliteth to 

hand. 
Clofe fitteth my ftiirt, but clofer my (kin. 
Cloudy mornings turn to clear evenings. 
Cut your coat after your cloth. 
Curft Cows have fliort horns. 
Courting and wooing bring dallying and doing. 



m 
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Can Jack an Ape be merry when his clog is at h 
heel? 

D. 
Dear bought and far fet are dainties for Ladies. 
Dinners cannot be long where dainties want. 
Do well, and have well. 
Draff was his errand, but drink he would. 
Dogs barking aloof bite not at hand. 



Enough is as good as a feaft. 

Eaten bread is forgot. 

Early pricks that will be a thorn. 

Ever drunk, ever dry. 

Even reckoning maketh long friends. 

Every Cock is proud on his own dunghil. 

Every man as he loveth, quoth the good man when 

he kift his Cow. 
Effex ftiles, Kentifh allies, Norfolk wiies, many 

men beguiles. 
Every man bafteth the fat hog. 
Every man cannot hit the nail on the head. 
Every man can rule a (hrew fave he that hath her, 
Every man for himfelf, and God for us all. 
Every one after his falliion. 
Ever fpare, and ever bare. 
Evil gotten goods never proveth well. 
Evi! gotten, evil fpent. 
Evil will never faid well. 
Every thing helps, quoth the Wren when ihc pift 

in the Sea. 

F. 
. Faint heart never won fair lady. 
Fare and foftly goes far. 
Few Lawyers dye well 



j« PROfERBS. 

Few Phyficians live well. 

Faft bind, faft find. 

Fair words make fools fain. 

Fair words hurt not the mouth. 

Few words to the wife fuffice. 

Filh is caft away that is catl into dry pools. 

Firft come, firrt ferved. 

Firft deferve, and then defire. 

Folly it is to fpurn againll a prick. 

Foul water as foon as fair will quench hot 

Foul in the cradle, proveth fair in the faddle. 

Fools with fair words arc pleafed. 

Frofl: and fraud have always foul ends. 

Friends fail flyers. 

Forfake not the market for the toll. 

Fools fet Hools for wife folks to t^umble at. 

Fools lade the water, and wife men catch thi 

G. 
Give an inch, and you will take an ell 
Give a dog roail, and beat him with the fpit 
God never fendeth mouth but he fendeth meal 
God fendeth cold after cloaths. 
God fendeth fortune to fools. 1 

God fends meat, the devil fends Cooks. fl 

Good wine needs no Bufb, ^ 

God fendeth the (hrewd cow ftiort horns. « 
Good words coil nought. 
Goes much water by the Mill, the Miller li 

not. 
Good riding at two ankers, men have told ; t 

the one fail, the other may hold. 
Give gave is a good fellow. 
Good to be merry and wife. 
Great boaft fmall roft. 
Great barkers are no biters. 
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H. 
He that will live in peace and reft, mud hear and 

lee, and Tay the bell. 
Haifa loafis better than no bread at all. 
Half warm'd, half arm'd. 
Happy man be his dole. 
Hall maketh wait. 

He can ill pipe thai lacketh his upper iip. 
Hang the bell about the Cat's neck. 
He dances well to whom fortune pipes. 
He mends as fowre Ale mends in Summer. 
He that will have a Hare to breakfaft muft hunt 

over night. 
He that hath time, and looks for time, loofeth time. 
He that is affraid of every grafs mull not pifs in a 

medow. 
He that hopes for dead men's Qioes may go long 

barefoot. 
He fpent Michaelmas Rent in Midfummer iMoon. 
He knows on which fide his bread is buttered. 
Hold with the Hare and run with the Hound. 
Hungry dogs will eat durty puddings. 
He lofeth the market for the toll. 
Hunger breaks (tone walls. 
He that kiffcs his wife in the market-place (ball have 

many teachers. 
He will play at fmall game before he will fit out. 
He that goes to deep with dogs muft rife with fleas. 
He that is man'd with boys, and hor(i with colts, 

ihall have his meat eaten and his work undone. 
He loveth well Iheep's flcfli that wetteth his bread 

in the wool. 
He laugheth that winneth. 
He may ill run that c 
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He mud needs fwim that is he!d up by the chm. I 

He runneth far that never turneth again. 

He that Cometh lafl makes all faft. 

He that Cometh laft to the pot, fooneft wroth. 

He that hath an ill name is half hanged. 

He that hath plenty of good fhall have more. 

He that goeth a borrowing, goeth a forro<wing. 

He that reckons without his Hoft miift i ' 

He that halh but little, he (hall have lefs, and he 
that hath right nought, right nought (hall poflcfs. 

He that is born to be hanged, ihall never be drowned. 

He that killeth a man when he is drunk, Oiall I 
hanged when he is fober. 

He hath need of a long fpoon that eateth with t 

He that ftriketh with the fword (hall be beaten will 

the Scabbard. 
He that buys a houTe ready wrought, hath many a 

pin and nail for nought 
He that will not when he may, when he would I 

(hall have nay. 
He that worit may muft hold the candle. 
He that winketh with one eye, and looketh wirtj 

the other, I will not trull him though he > 

my brother. 
He that plays more than he fees, forfeits his eyes to 

the King, 
He that mifchief hatcheth. mifchicf catcheth. 
He that makes himfelf a (heep, the wolf will catch 

him. 
He is proper that hath proper conditions. 
Hold faft when you have it. 
Honours (houW change manners. 
Home is homely, 
Hope well, and have well. 
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Hot love is foon cold. 
He that will not be ruled by his own dame, muft be 

ruled by his ftep-dame. 
He cafts beyond the Moon that hath pjft on a nettle. 
How can the fole amble when the horfe and mare 

trot? 
Hunger maketh hard beans fweet. 
Hunger pierceth (tone walls. 
Hunger is the bell fauce. 
He is happy can beware by others harms. 
He who hath a good neighbour, hath a good morrow. 
He that fees his neighbour's houfe a tire, muft take 

heed to his own. 

1. 
Jack would be a gentleman if he could fpeak French . 
If you eat a pudding at home, the dog (hall have the 

fkin. 
If every man mend one, all fliall be mended. 
Ill gotten, ill fpent. 
Ill egging makes ill begging. 
Ill putting a naked fword in a mad man's hand. 
Ill weeds grow faft. 
It is ill to fet fpurs to a flying horfe. 
In love is no lack. 

It is good to hold a candle before the devil. 
It is better be fpited than pitied. 
It is better to fee a clout than a hole out. 
In fpace cometh grace. 
In truft is treafon. 
It chanceth in an hour that happeneth not in feven 

year. 
It Cometh by kind, it coft them nothing. 
It is bad cloth that will take no colour. 

t is a foul bird that defileth his own neft. 

t is an ill wind that bbweth no man good. 



316 PROFERBS. 

It is a good horfe that never ftumUedi. 

It is better kifs a knave than to be troubled with fa 

111 news comes too fooa 

It is better to be unborn than untaught. 

I fcratch where it itches not. 

It is not good jeftine with edge-tools. 

It is better to be a ihrew than a iheep. 

It is eafier to defcend than to afcend. 

It is evil waking of a fleeping dog. 

It is good fiihing in troubled water. 

It is good to beware by other men's harms. 

It is good to be merry and wife. 

It is good fleeping in a whole (kin. 

It is better late than never. 

It is true that all men fay. 

It is good to have a hatch before the door. 

It is hard halting before a cripple. 

It is hard to wive and thrive both in a year. 

It is hard driving againft a ftream. 

It is ill coming to the end of a feaft and beginnij 

of a fray. 
It is too late to grieve when the chance is paft. 
It is an eafie thine to find a ftafF to beat a dog. 
It is ill fifhing before the net. 
It is ill healing of an old fore. 
It is merry in hall when beards wag all. 
It is merry when knaves meet. 
It is not all butter that the cow fliites. 
It muft needs be true that every man faith. 
It is (haven againft the wool. 
It is hard to teach an old dog tricks. 
Ill luck is good for fomething. 
It is an ill dog not worth whifteling. 
If the Lion's flcin cannot do it, the Foxes fliall. 
It is better to give the fleece than the wooll. 
If wi(hes were Thrufhes, then beggers would ea 

birds. 
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It pricketh betimes that wili be a good thorn. 
It is not goud to have an oare in every man's boat. 
It will not out of the Hefh that's bred in the bone. 
It is good to ftrike while the Iron is hot. 
I will not buy a pig in a poke. 

I k;. 

Kick not againd a prick. 

Kiffmg goes by favour. 

Keep the Wolf from the door. 

Ka me, Ka thee. 

Kindnefs will creep where it cannot go. 

Keep bayard in the ftable. 

King Harry lov'd a man. 

L. 

Lay no pearl before fwine. 
Leave is light. 

Light gains makes a heavy purfe. 
Lilce will to like. 
Little faid foon amended. 
Look ere you leap. 
Little good foon fpent. 

Like the Flounder, out of the frying-pan into the 
fire. 

Little knoweth the fat fow what the lean doth mean. 

Look not too high, !eft a chip fall into thine eye. 

Love Cometh in at the window, and goeth out at the 
door. 
\ Lightly come, lightly go. 
} Love is blind. 

Love me little, love me long. 

Love me, love my dog. 

Lovers live by love, as Larks by leeks. 

Like mafter, like man. 

Lean not to a broken ftatF. 
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Look not a given horfe in the mouth. 

Light a candle before the DevH. 

'Longs more to marriage than four bare legs in a bed. 

M. 
Many a good Cow hath an ill Calf. 
Many hands make light work. 
Many cannot fee wood for trees. 
Make hay while Sun fliines. 
Make not a balk of good ground. 
Much water goes by the Mill that the Miller knotty 

Malice never fpake well. 

Make a pipe of a pig's tail. 

Many kinsfolk, few friends. 

Many kifs the child for the Nurfe's fake. 

Many a little makes a mickle. 

Many fmall make a great. 

Moft mafter wears the breeches. 

Many fpeak of Robin Hood that never (hot in his 

bow. 
Many Humble at a flraw, and leap over a block. 
Many a man talks of little John that never did htm 

know. 
Mifreckoning is no payment 
Meafure is a merry mean. 
Might overcometh right. 
More afraid than hurt. 
My Kiln of Malt is on fire. 
Much would have more. 
Much cry and little wool. 
More hafie, worft fpeed. 



No longer pipe, no 
Need hath no law. 



N. 
longer dance. 
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Need maketh the old wife trot. 

Never plea'ure without repentance. 

No dearth but breeds in the horfe- in anger. 

No man loveth his fetters, be they made of Gold. 

No man ought to look a given horfe in the mouth. 

No woman feeks another in the oven which hath 

not before been there. 
Near is my petticoat, but nearer my fmock. 
No fmokc without fire. 
No penny, no Pater-nofter. 
Nothing hath no favour. 
Nothing is impolTible to a willing heart. 
Nothing venture, nothing have. 
No butter will ftick on his bread. 
No fence for ill fortune. 



Of a good beginning cometh a good end. 
One may fee day at a little hole. 
Out nettle, in dock. 
Opportunity makes a Thief 
Opportunity is whoredom's Bawd. 
Of a ragged colt Cometh a good horfe. 
Of little meddling cometh great eafe. 
Of fufi'erance cometh eafe. 
One ill weed marreth a whole pot of pottage. 
One ill word afketh another. 
One good turn allceth another. 
One Inrewd turn foUoweth another. 
One Swallow maketh not Summer ; nor one Wood- 
cock a Winter. 
Out of fight, out of mind. 

One begger is wo that another by the door fliould go. 
One bird in hand is better than two in the bufli. 
One beateth the bufh, another catcheth the birds. 
I One fcabbcd flieep will mar a whole flock. 
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Old mco and tar travellers may lie by authority^ 
Once an ufe, and ever a cuftom. 
Out of debt, out of deadly fin. 
Old birds are not caught with chaff. 

P. 
Poor and proud, fie, fie. 
Pain is forgotten where gain follows. 
Penny wife and pound foolifh. 
Pride goeth before, and Ihame cometh after. 
Pride will have a fall. 
Proffered fervice ftinketh. 
Prove thy friend ere thou have need. 
Puff not againrt the wind. 
Peevifli pity mars a City, 
Praife a fair day at night. 
Pouring oyl into the fire is not the way to quenchv 

R. 
Reckoners without their hoft muft reckon twtcel 
Rome was not built in one day. 
Rowling ftones gather no mofs. 
Remove an old tree, and it will dye. 
Rob Peter to pay Paul. 

S. 
Save a Thief from the Gallows, and he'I cut j 

throat. 
Saying and doing are two things. 
Seldom cometh the better. 
Seldom feen is foon forgotten. 
Self do, felf have. 

Shame in a kindred cannot be avoyded. 
Shame take him that fliame thinketh. 
Shameful craving muft have fhameful nay. 
Set a bcggcr a horfcback, and he will gallop. 
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Small pitchers have wide ears. 
Short fliooting loofeth the game. 
So many heads, (o many wits. 
Soft lire maketh fweet malt. 
Somewhat is better than nothing. 
Stumble at a ftraw, and leap over a block. 
Soon gotten, foon fpent. 
Soon hot, foon cold. 

Soon crooks the tree that good Cameril will be. 
Soon ripe, foon rotten. 
Soon it pricks that will be a thorn. 
So long goes the pot to the water that at length it 

comes home broken. 
Spare to fpeak, fpare to fpeed. 
Speak fair, and think what vou will. 
Spend, and God will fend. 
Store is no fore. 
Struggle not againfl the flrcam. 
Such a Father, fuch a Son. 
Such beginning, fuch end. 
Such lips, fuch lettice. 
Such welcome, fuch farewel. 
Such Carpenters, fuch chips. 
Sweet meat will have fowre fauce. 
Stop two gaps with one bufli. 
Spare at the brim rather than at the bottom. 
Spare and ever bare. 
Sdll Sow eats all the dratFe. 
Such a one hath a good wit if a wife man had the 

keeping it. 

T. 
Take time when time cometh, left time Ileal away. 
Take heed is a good reed. 

Three hungry meals makes the fourth a glutton. 
Threatn'd folks iive long. 
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There is no wo to want. 

Tales of Robin Hood are good for fools. 

That one will not, another will. 

The burnt child dreads the /ire. 

That the eye feeth not, the heart rueth not. 

That penny is well fpent that faveth a groat. 

The begger may iing before the thief. 

The eye of the Mafter makes the horfe fat. 

The beft cart may overthrow. 

The beft is bell cheap. 

The belly thinks the throat is cut 

The blind eats many a flie. 

The blind lead the blind, and both fall into i 

ditch. 
The Cat knowethwhofe lips (he licketh well e ^ 
The Cat would eat filh, and would not wet her fefi 
The Crow thinketh her own birds faireft. 
The fewer the better fare, 
The Fox fareth well when he is curfed. 
The greateft talkers are the leaft doers. 
The greateft Clerks he not the wifeft men. 
The greateft Crabs be not all the beft. 
That groat is ill fav'd that fhamcs the Mafter. 
There is craft in dawbing. 
Takes pepper in the nofe. 

The weakeft goes to the walls. 

The pot goes fo oft to the water, at laft comes 

broken home. 
The wife and the fword may be fbewed, but not 

lent. 
The Cuckold is the laft that knows of it. 
The end makes all equal. 
The greateft Calf is not the fweeteft Veal. 
Thoughts are free from toll. 
Truft is the Mother of deceit. 
The gray Mare is the better horfc. 



The lame tongue gets nothing. 
The early Bird catchcth ihe Worm. 

'longs more to wetlding than four bare legs 



appointed for the 

iclc meat, to have meat and 
n bed and cannot reft, are 



1 the 



eating. 
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in a bed. 
The King of good felloi 

Queen of beggers. 
To huve a ftomach and 

lack a ftomach, to lit 

great miferies. 
The proof of a puddinj_ 
The more knave the better luck. 
Two hands in a dilh and one in a purfe. 
The envious man ftiall never want wo. 
The fluggard muft be clad in rags. 
The faireft Rofe in the end is withered. 
The higheft tree hath the greateft fall. 
The young Cock croweth as the old heareth. 
The keys hang not all at one man's girdle, 
The longer Ealt, the fli..rter Weft. 
The longeft day hath his end. 
The low ftake ftandeth long. 
The more haft the lefs fpeed. 
The more the merrier. 

The more thy Years, the nigher thy Grave's. 
The more ye ftir a Turd, the worfe it will ftink. 
The nearer the Church, the farther from God. 
The new broom fweepeth clean. 
The Parifti Prieft forgetteth that ever he hath been 

holy water Clark. 
The rough net is not the beft catcher of birds. 
The flioe will hold with the fole. 
The ftill fow eateth up all the draff. 
The tide ftayeth for no man. 
There be more waycs to the wood than one, 

is dift'erence between ftaring and ftark blind. 
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They that he in Hell ween there is no other Heaven. 

There is falfhood in fellowftiip. 

There is no fool ro the old foul. ^H 

They that are bound muft obey. ^H 

Three may keep counfel if two be away. ^H 

Time loft we cannot win. 

Time ftayeth for no man. 

Touch a gall'd horfe on the back, and he will kick. 

Too much of one thing is good for nothing. 

Tread a worm on the tail, and it mull turn aj 

Truth fliameth the Devil. 

Two eyes can fee more than one. 

The fea hath fifh for every man. 

There is no fiftiing to the fea, nor (ervicc to thi 

King. 
'Tis better to fit ftiU, than rife to fill. 
There's more Maids than Maukins. 
There's no fence for ill fortune. 
There's no weather ill when tht wind is flill. 
The Fair lafts all the year. 
The poftern door makes thief and whore. 
They hardly can run that cannot go. 
Two anons and a by and by is an hour and a hi 
That's bred in the bone will never out of the flefli. 
The Horfe that is next the Mill carries all the Grift. 
Two falfe fCnaves need no Broker- 
Two heads are better than one. 
The counfel thou wouldeft have another keep, firft 

keep it thy felf. 

W. 
We can have no more of the cat but her Ikin. j 
What is a Workman without his Tools ? 
What the Heart thinketh the Tongue fpeakethJj 
When the belly is full the bones would be at req 
When the head aketh all the body is the worfe^ 
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What fome win in the Hundred, they lofe in the 

Shire. 
When the Iron is hot ftrike. 
When the pig is proffered hold up the pol^ie. 
When the Skic falleth we Aiall have Larks. 
When the fteed is ftoln ihut the ftable door. 
When the Sun ftiineth make hay. 
Where ftiall a man have a worfc friend than he 

brings from home? 
When thy neighbours houfe doth burn be careful of 

thine own. 
When Thieves fail out, true men come to their 

Goods. 
Where nothing is a little doth eafe, 
Where nothing is the King mull tofe his Right, 
Where faddles lack, better ride on a pad, than on 

the Horfe bare back. 
Where be no receivers, there be no thieves. 
Where nought is to wend with wife men flee the 

clog. 
Where the hedge is lowcft, men may fooneft over. 
Where wine is not common, Commons muft be 

fent. 
While the grafs groweth the horfe fiarvcth. 
Without hope the heart would break. 
Who is worfe (hod than the Shoemaker's wife? 
Who lacketh a ftock, his gain is not worth a chip. 
Who medleth in all things may ftioe the gollings. 
Whom weale pricks, forrow comes after and licks. 
Who fo bold as blind Bayard ? 
Who fo deaf as he that will not hear f 
We fometimes fcratch where it itches not. 
Who is fo blind as he that will not fee .' 
Who fo that knew what would be dear, Ihould need 

be Merchant but one year. 
Who weddeth ere he be wife, ihall die ere he thrive. 
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Wjlle will have wilt, though will woe v 

Win Gold and wear Gold. 

Wiftiers and woulders be no good houfholders.^ 

Wit is never good till it be bought. 

Who that may not as they would, will as they nuv. 

Winter's thunder makes Summer's wonder. !_ 

Y. 

Yll gotten, ill fpent. 
Ynough is as good as a feaft. 
Young Saint, old Devil. 
You are as feafonable as Snow in Summer. 
You could not fee wood for trees. 
Young men may die, but old muft die- 
Young Cocks love no coops. 
Ve had as lief go to Mill as to Mafs. 
You cannot fare well but you muft cry roft m^ 



Poems. 

SF the dignity of Poetry much hath been 
i faid by the worthy Sir Philip Sidney, and 
f,by the Gentleman which proved that 
re the firft Politicians, the firft 
Philofophers, the firft Hiftoriographers. I will only 
add out of Philo, that they were God'sown creatures -, 
who in his Book "de Plantatione Noe," reportcth, 
that when he had made the whole World's Mafs, 
he created Poets to celebrate and fet out the Crea- 
tour himielf, and ail the Creatures : You Poets 
read the place, and you will like it. Howfoever it 
pleaieth the Italian to cenfure us, yet neither doth 
the Sun fo far retire his Chariot from our Cli- 
mate, neither are there lefs favourable afpe£ls 
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between Mercury, Jupiter, and the Moon, in our 
inclination of Heaven, if Poets are Ffit/i, asitpleafed 
Socrates; neither arc our Poets dcftitute of Art, 
prcfcribcd by rcafon, and grounded upon experience, 
but they are as pregnant both in witty conceits and 
devices, andalfo in imitation, as any of them. Yea, 
and according to the Argument excel in Grandity 
and Gravity, in fmoothnefs and propriety, inquick- 
ned and briefnefs. So that for (kill, variety, efficacy 
and fweetnefs, the four niaterial points required in 
a Poet, they can both teach and delight perfeilly. 

This would cafily appear if ally lines were extant 
of that worthy Britifli Lady Claudia Rutina, fo 
commended by Martial ; or of Gildas, which Lilius 
Giraldus faw in the Libraries of Italy, or of old 
Chedmon,' who by divine infpiration, about the year 
680, became fo divine a Poet in our Engltfh Tongue 
that, with his fweet Verfes full of compun^ion, he 
withdrew many from vice to vertue, and a religious 
fear of God ; or of our Claudius Clemens, one of 
the firft Founders of the Univerfity of Paris ; and 
dorh molt clearly appear to all that can judge by 
many learned Poems publilhed in this our Learned 
Age. But whereas thefe latter are in every man's 
hand, and the former are irrecoverable, I will only 
give you a tafle of fome of middle age, which was 
fo overcad with dark clouds, or rather thick fogs 
of ignorance, that every little I'park of liberal Learn- 
ing Teemed wonderful ; fo that if fomeiime you hap- 
pen of an uncouth word, let the time entreat pardon 
for it, whenas all words have their times, and as 
he faith, — 

" licuit fempf rquc liccbit, 
Signatum pr^E&Dte Dota procuderc nomcn." 
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We will begin with Jofcph of Exccftcr,' whe-f . 
followed our King Richard the Firft in his Wars in 
the Holy Land, celebrated his Afls in a Book called 
" Antiocheido," and turn'd Dares' " Phrigias " Co 
happily into Vcrfe that it hath been printed not long 
fincc in Germany under the name of " Cornelius 
Ncpos." 

The paffing of the plcafant River Simois by Troy 
and the encounter between the Waves of the Sea 
and it, at the difemboguing, or inlet thereof, he 
lively fetteth forth thus : 

" Pioiima rura. rigans, alio peregrinus ab orbe 
Vifuni'i TroJBm Simois, longoquc meatu 
EmctuilTe velit, ut per im tcgaa, tot urbcs 
Exeat asquorea tandem Trojanus in undas. 
Dumque indefefTo miratur Pergama vifu 
Lapfuruin fufpendit iter, lliiviumque moritur, 
Tatdior & lotam ctim|ilcai dcftinai urbem : 
Sufpenfii infenfuG iquis violcntior inRat 
Ncretis, atque aranem cogens procul ire mine 
Proximusacccdil urbij contendere c red as 
Quis propior, fic alternis concurritur undii. 
Sic crebns iterant voces, fic jurgia mifceni." 

You may at one view behold Mount Ida with his 
trees, and the Country adjacent to Troy, in thefc 
few lines, as in a moft pleafant profpe»S, prefented 
unto you thus, by the faid Jofeph : 



" Haud proriil incumbeiis iniercurreniibus arvi* 
Idcui cunfurgil apex, vetus incola montii 
Silva viret, vernat abies procera, eupreJTus 
Ftebills, interpres laurus, vaga pinus, oliva 
Concilians, cornus venatrix, fraxinus audax, 
Stat comitis patiens ulmut, nunquamq ; liiDelceiu 
Cantatrix bums : paulo proclivius irvum 
Ebria litis babet, nan dedlgnau latere 
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'■Thebeft of our medi«TaI Latin poets." — Ifrighl'i Biag, 
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Cancricolam pofcit PhtEbum; vicinus ariftaj 
Prxgnantcs fcecundat ager ; non plura Falcrnui 
Vina bibit, non to( pafcit Campania meflts." 

A right woman and Lady-like difdain may be 
obferved in the fame Author, where he bringeth in 
Pallas, mating dame Juno with modell: difdainful- 
nefs before Paris in the action of beauty, a matter 
of greatefl importance in that fex, after this manner 
of reply : 

" Magna parens rupenim, ncc cnini acgo ; magna Tonaiitit 

Nupia, ncc invidco i meritum, Paris inclyie, nollrum 

Si quod era! carplit : tellor frela, leftor Olympum, 

Tctior huTnum, non amiatas in prxlia lingUE 

Credideram venilTe dcas ; liac parte loquaiem 

Enibco rmum, minus hie quam fcEinina polTum. 

Martem alium didici, vifloria fcedaubi vi6tus 

Plus iaudit TiElore ferct, nnftrifqiie irophxia 

Hiir baud notus honoK. Sed qua rceina dcarum 

ERatu tendit ! Dca lit, ccdo, imo Oearum 

Maxima; non dcxita fortiii fccptra polentis, 

Partirivc Jovem certatim vcnlmus ilia. 

Ilia habeai, qux Ic oftcnlat." 

In the commendation of Britain, for breeding 
martial men, and praife of the famous King Arthur, 
he fung in hia " Antiocheidos " thefe which only 
remain out of that work : 

•' Inclyta fulGt 
Pnlleritas ducibus tantis, tot dirts alumnis. 
Tot ficcunda viris, premerent qui vitibus otbem, 
Et fama vctcres. Hinc Conftantinus adeptus 
Impcrium, Komam ttnuii, Byzantion auxit. 
Hinc Senonum duAor captiva Brcnniut urbc 
RoniuUas domuit 9 a mm is viflricibus arccx. 
Hinc & Sczva fatua, pars non obfcura tumuttut 
Civilii, Ma?num Talus qui mole Ibluta 
Obiedit, meliotque [teiit pro Cierare murus. 
Hinc celcbri fkto t'alici floruit ortu 
Flos regum Arthurui, ciijus tamen aila ftupori 
Non micuere minus, tatuitquod in aurc voluptas 
Et populo plaudcnlc favus. Quxcunqtie priorum 




Inrpice, Pellmm cnramend: 
Pagina Cxfatios lo<|uitur R 
Aldden do mi I is aitollit gloria monllri 
Scd ncc pinetum curyli. net fydera rolcm 
Equant, Annates Graios, X^tiorquc tEvolve. 
Prifca p»rem ntrcil, squalem poftcra nuilum 
Exhlbitura dies : Rcgcs I'upcrcminct omnra : 
Solus pi'steriiis mclior, m;ijor<iiir futuris. 

If a painter would pourtraici devils, let him pj 

them in his colours as Ft£]ix, the old monk 
Crowland, depainted the bugges of Crowland in 
verfes, and ihey will feem right hell-hounds. 

" Sunt aliqui quibus cA crini& rigidus, caput amplum, 

Frons cornula, gcna dinoria, pupilk coruri-ani, 

Oi patulum, labra turgcntis, dena praacuttis, 

Et quibus eh crinis quafi feta, caput quali truncua, 

FtoQs quaC cera, eena quafi p'lx, oculus qiiaG carbo, 

Os quail Tporta, laora (luafi plumbum, dens quaG buxus. 

Sunt alii quibus eft vullus gibbolui &acer, 

NoTui curvaiui & fadus, & auri& acuta, 

Et grandis cervix dependent & macilcnta i 

Cziarics & barba rigcns, frons ic gcna pallcns, 

Nafus Sc auris olens, vertex & Jinciput borrciu. 

E( lunt pcrplures qui crine vldentur adufto, 

Fronte truci, nalb praegrandi, liimine turvo, 

Faucibiis horreodia, labris pcndentibus, ore 

Ignivomo, vullu fquamofo, verticc grolTo, 

Dente tern, men 10 peracuto, guiture nuco, 

Pelle nigra, fcapulis coniraflis, venire rapaci, 

Coftit mobilibut, Lumbis ardcntibut, anis 

Caudaiii, gcnibuB nodatis, crutibui uncis, 

Plami« averGs, talirque [umenlibu« : & funt 

NonnuJli, quibus ed non horrida forma, led ipfe 

Horror, aim non lini rcelemi, fed fcelus iprum " 



1 



He did feem alfo a 
dcfcribed a great battel bi 
Englifli thus: 



, in his age, wh 
the Danes and ■ 



" Emlnu^ in primis hiberni grandinis inliar, 
Tela Yolani, lyjvas tialtarum (ragmina Oangunt 
Mox ruiiur propius, prasfcinditur enfis ab cnft. 
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Cuiiciili^atur equus ab equo, mic hoftis in hoftem, 
Hie effofa trahit hoftUi vifccra ferro, 
Hie jacel ex animis fufa cum Tanguine vila, 
Hie pedis, ille manus, hie pcfloria illc laceni 
Vulncre damnatui rcdiium proponic inancm." 

If he which fcraped together the fragments of 
ancient Poets had hapned on the verfes following, 
written to a Bifliop of Norwich, haply he would 
have inferted ihem. 

" Magnus Alexander bellonim fxpe procellai 
Immlxtus rrcgic ftudli^, Socratefque Itudcndi 
Continuuni Iblitus InternipilTe laborem, 
Tbreicias tremulo numeravit pallice chords:, 
Cedic Atlas oneri, civili Icriptor ab cnle 
Julius abftinuit, inviftiis Izpe quievic 
AEcides, rigid um mollis lyra Acxit Achillem. 
Tu quoque lijgenti patriz graviterque diuque 
Expeflatc parens, llbi quem Tiduata maritum 
Jam PaAoralis tJorwici regia pofcil," &c. 

John Hauvill, a Monk of S. Alban's, made this 
good and godly invocation before his pioem, com- 
parable with many of the latter brood. 

" Tu Cyrrhz latlccs noftrx Deus implue menti, 
ElcHfuii rarcm Cccis infunde ]abclll», 
Dilldlaque favos, quos necdum pallidus aurii 
Scit Tagus, aut liciens admotis Tan t a his undi«, 
Dirige quz timide Ailcepit dextera, dexiram 
Audaccm pavidamquc juva, tii menris habenas 
Fervoremcjue rege, quitqiiid diftavcrii ori 
Spiritus andior, oleum fufTunde favoris. 
Tu patris es verbum, lu mens, tu dextera Verbum. 
Expediat verbum, mens menlem, dexlera deslram." 

Lazy and fuperficial fcholars, which thruH the 
day forward with their fbouMers in the Univerfity, 
and return as wife as they came thither, he dcfcribeth 
in this fort : 



" Hi funi qui ftatuK » 
Et Bacchi faplunt, no: 



nlunt, natuxque rcceditnt, 
Phuebi pocula. Nyli 
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Agmini, non Cyrrha, Pboebo Bacchoquc miniftranr 

Hocplcnl, illovacui.*' 

The old Ale-knights of England were well 
painted out of him, in the Ale-houle colours of t 
time, in this manner : 

" Jamque vagantc fcypho, dircmflo guituK ttiai kfU 
Ingemirant iiiai heil; labor eft plus perderc vini 
Quam litis, cxhaurire me mm vchementiua ardcnl, 
Quam exhaurire fitiin." 

The fame John Hauvil, when he would figni 
whatfoever envy had wrought againft Troy t 
Roman vertue had repaired, fung briefly: 

"Si quid de culmine Troja: 
Diminuii livor, virtus irparavit, ul orbi 
Hie urbcm rapuit, hxc orbcin reddidit urbi." 

Paffionate are thefe verfes upon the death of Ki 
Richard the firft, penned by one Gaulfrid ; 



" Neuftria fub clyp«d Regis defenfa Richardi 
Indefenfa modo gcDu teftare dolorem. 
Exundent oculi lachrymas, extenninet ora 
Pallor, con nod et digitoi lortura, crrtiencet 
Interiota dolor, £c verbetct acta clamor: 
Tata petis ex morte fua, mors non fuil ejus 
Sed tua, non una, fed publlca mortis imago. 
O Venens tachrymofa dies, o fidua amarum." 



D^ 



And after a few verfes he, fpeaking to D^ 
addeth, in commendation of that Prince : 
"Nihil aJdere noverat ultra ^ 
tpfe itiit qulcquid poluit natura, fed iltud 
Caufa fuil quare rapuifti, rn preliofas 
Eligis, & viles quau dedignata relinquis." 

Thefe former verfes were mentioned by Chauc< 
our Englifli Homer, in the defcnption of the fuddi 
ftir and Panicall fear, when Chanteclere the Coi 
was carried away by Reynold the f ox, with a r 
lacion to the faid Galfride. 




I 



POEMS. j4 

" The nilv vridow and hrt daughters Iwo 

Herd (he hennes cry and make ado. 

And out at the dore liert they anqn 

And Taw the Fox toward Che wood ygon, 

And bare upon his back (he Cock may. 

And cryed out harom and welJ anay. 

Aha the fox, and after him they ran. 

And eke with Haves manv other man. 

Km Coll our dogge, Talbot and eke Garland, 

And Malkin wiiR her diftaffe in her hand, 

Ran Cow and calf and eke the very hoggcs : 

For they fo fore aiFraid were of the dogges, 

And Ihoutlng of men and of women eake. 

They ran fo her hen thought to breake. 

They yellen as fends do in hell, 

The Duckes cried as men would them queli, 

The Geefe for fear flew over the trees, 

Out of the hives came fwarms of Bees. 

So hideous iv» The noifc, ah btiudiiiu. 

Comes Jackc Straw, ne his meincy 

Ne made never ftiouts half fo ftirill, 

When [hat they would any Fleming kill. 

As that day »as made upon the Fox. 

Of braflb ihey blew the trumocts and of box, 

Of home, and boit, i which they blew and |iouped. 

And [herewith they Ihriked and Ihouted, 

It Teemed as ibougn heaven Ihould fall. 

O Gaulfride, dere mailer Ibveraigne, 

That, when the worthy Kine Kichard was llainc 

With (hot, complainedft his death (a fore. 

Why ne had 1 now thy fclcnce and thy lore? 

Thy Friday for to chide as did ye, 

For on a Friday fhortly (lain was he. 

Then would 1 ihen you how that I could plaine, 

For Chauntecleeres dred and for bis paine. 

Certes fuch cry, nc lamentilion. 

Wax never of Ladies made when that Ilion 

Was won, and Pirrhus with his bright fword. 

When he hent King Priam by the beard. 

And Hough him [as faith .^neido>} 

As made all the hennes in the cloos. 

When they loft of Chantecleere the fight : 

But foveraignly dame Pertelot Ihrighi, 

Well louder than did Hafdrubal't wife, 
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When that her hulbuid huh M hi« life. 
And thit the RonuD* bad Iwnit Cuthap | 
She KM fa fiillof tonncMand of ngc. 
That wilfully into ihc fite Aie Ant, 
And brent faer fclf nitb a ftedftft hen. 



Thefe may fuffice for fome Poetical defcriptn 
of our ancient Poets } if I would come to our tii 
what a world could I prefcnt to you out of 
Philip Sidney, Ed. Spencer, John Owen, S&mi 
Daniel, Hugh Holland, Ben Johnfon, Thon 
Champion, Mich. Drayton, George Chapman, Jo 
Marfton, William Shakefpeare,' and other m< 
pregnant wits of thcfc our times, whom fucceedi 
ages may juftly admire. 



Epigramms. 

IJN ftiort and fweet Poems framed to pra 
I or difpraife, or fome other (harp conce 
9 which are called Epigramms, as o 
countrey-men now furpafs other Natioi 
fo in former times they were not inferiour, if y 
confider Ages, as the indifferent Reader may jud 
by thefe. 

In the dark mift of all good learning, about 8 
years fmce, in commendation of the godly Ki 
Saint Ofuuald, was made this : 



' William ShakefpcaK laft in the liAl 



To the honour of Elfled, a noble Lady which 
repaired Darby, Chefter, Warwick, &c., I have 
found this : 

" O Elfleda poteni, b terror virgo vlronim, 

Viihix nicunE nomine digna viri j 
Te quo fplendidior fieres, natura puelUm, 

Te probilas fecit nomen habere viri. 
Te mutarc decei, ftd folum nomina fcxu* : 

Tu regina potens, Rexque tropha:a parans. 
Jam nee Caefarii lanlum meruere triumphi, 

CWarc fplendidior virgo, virago vigcs," 

This alfo may here have place, which William 
Conqueror's Poet made to him when he had ob- 
tained this Realm : 



It may feem he alluded to the baldnefs of Julius 
Casfar, who for that caufe ufed a Lawrel Garland, 
to the Comet appearing before his coiiqueft of this 
Kingdom, portending the fame as it was thought, 
and to the manner of the French in that time, 
among whom long bufliy hair was the fignal mark 
of Majeily, as Agathias noteth, when as all fubjefls 
were rounded, and the Kings only long-haired. 
Which cuftom continued among the French Kings, 
until Peter Lombard, Bifhop of Paris, diHwaded 
them from it, and among ours, as appeareth by their 
feals until King Henry the fifth. 

The happy fuccefs of Englifli and Normans, with 
the cowardly flight of the French at Nugent, 1 109, 
in the time of King Henry the firft, was thus ex- 
preffed : 



Francigcnis ai 



* Se dec 



abftiilit alios 



i, Ludortcum namque Nugenti 
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Rex n%em campo magntiTn niajac fuperavlR 
PrjEpofucre fugam bclUs, ealcaria telii 
Galli przcipiies: fama. fpoiiirquc potilos 
Laurea Normanos, & Inus scterna coronat. 
Sic Areas iftr ducum, tit corda tiimencia prcQiE, 
Oraquc Francorum fiiperba molire coegit," 

Maude, daughter to Malcolm, King of Scots, a 
woman of rare piety, buried at Weftminfter, to 
which Church flie would come daily barefoot, 
while the Court lay there, had an excellent Epi- 
gramme made to her commendation, whereof thefc 
four vcrfes only remain : 



■' Profpeta 

Afp 
Nond 



Sola 



1 rifus erant, profpei 

r effctil fragile m, n 
tenb humilii, Tola pudi 



freprra fupcrbam, 



No bad Poet was he which wrote to the honour 
of Adeliza, fecondwife to King Henry the firft, wh< 
was daughter to the Duke of Brabant, and fifter to 
Lord Jofcelin, of Lovain, from whom the Percies, 
Earls of Northumberland, dcfcended. 

" Anglomm Rcgina tuos Adeliia dccorcs 
Ipl'a refertc parans Mufa ftupore tiget. 
Quid Diadcina libi pulchertima i quia libi gcmmaf 

Pallet ^einma tibi, ncc Diadcma nitet. 
Demc libi cullUJ, cultum natura miniftrat, 

Non exornari forma bcata poteft. 
Ornamcnta cave, ncc quicquain lumlniK indc 

Accipia, ilia micant lumiue clara tiio ; 
Non puduit modicus de itiagni^ dice re laudes. 
Nee pudeal dominam te precor effe meam." 

Maude, daughter to King Henry the firft, and 
mother to King Henry the fecond, happened on as 
I a Poet, who honoured or flattered her witK 



ur 



thcfe Epigrar 



Quilibet in Uudca ora diferta voca*. 
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Sid fruAra, quia nemo tihi prxci 

Quse genus, & mores, forniaque dig 
Una loqui ic lingua potelt 1 (juz laud! 

Materiam Unguis omnibuE una paras P 
* " Filia przleriti, prxftntis nupia, Futuri 

Mater regis, habi^ hoc fpeciale tibi. 
Aut vix aut nunquam reperitur ftzmina qux lit, 

Hxc cadem regutn lilla, nupla, parens. 
Nee (ua nobilitas eft a te cccpta, nee in xe 

Dellnit, Sc poll te vivet, ut ante fiiit. 
Nee tu degeoeras revera lilia matris : 

Talem te genuit, quails & ipfa fuil, 
Cafta pudicam, provida cautam, pulchra decoram ^ 

Larga tulit largam, religiol'a piam. 
Ei rola de radice rofx, de rcligione 

Religio, pielas de pielate fluit. 
■ " Sic mores Regina tuos componis, Sc aflus, 

Ut ill in hisjufto plurvc, mmufve nihil. 
Quippe nocere poles, non vis ; Offenderis, iiltro 

Condonas; Cemis tril)ia,coiiipateris. 
Vi! dare, non difFers: Vis parce virere, neli:it. 

Si loqueris, multum fcnno nitoris habcl. 
Si taceas, rigor eft ; G rides, Hfiis honeftus ; 

Or-u, orantis fletibus ora madent, 
Intus Gmplicltas mentem, foris omat honeftas 

Vultum, grata qiiidem Ungula, plufque Cmul." 

But among all our old Epigrammarifts all com- 
mendation is carried away by old Godfrey, Prior of 
Winchefter, who lived Anno iioo, which City 
hath brought forth (b many excelling in Poetical 
faculty, not only in former ages, but alfo in tatter, 
out of the worthy Collcdge there, that the very 
Genius lnci doth leem Poetical. Out of his Epi- 
gramms, firft imparted to me by the tight learned 
Mafter Tho. Allen, of Oxford, I will here impart 
a few unto you. 

To one that would know how long he {bould 
learn, he writeth thus : 

" Difcendi, Damianc, moduro te quirere dicunt, 
Sifcas dum ncfcis, lit modus ille tibi." 
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That the contempt of fools is not to be relpe A 

*' Contemptum ftulti contemiiere, DifKhrme, Imns eft j 
Contemni a ftulto dedectit efle nego. 

Againft pride in profperity : 



EztoUi noli quum te fortuna beavit, 
Pompone, haec eadem quae levat, ip& premit/ 



Againft fuch as teach well and live not acco 
ingljr : 

** Multa Solon, fed plura Cato me verba docetis. 
At nemo veftnim quanta docetis, agit/* 

To one which had eaten ftinldng meat : 

*' Drufe, comedifti quem mifit Silvius hircum, 
Vel tibi non nafus, vel tibi nafus olet.** 

He teacheth us to relye upon firm and fare fi 
ports, left we fall to the ground with them in th 

'* Non eft fecurus fuper titubantia fiiltus : 
i Jungere labenti, labitur ille, ruis/* 

That we muft look for like meafure, if we do r 
]| as we would be done unto, he admonifheth all unc 

the name of Albius : 

• 

' '* Jurgia, clamores tibi gloria, eloria lites, 

Et facis & dicis omnibus, unde noces. 
Expe£les eadem quae nobis feceris, Albi, 
. Nam quem tu laedis, tc Fcrit ille libens." 

Youth which, in their haughty heat, rejedl t 
advice of old men, he advifeth thus : 

*' Pannorum veterum facile contemnitur ufus, 
Non fie confilium, Pofthumiane, fenum.'* 

The vanity of them which vaunt of their ancic 
nobility, and have no nobility in themfelves, he th 
taxeth : 

** Stemmata continuas, recitas ex ordine patres, 
Queis niii tu ilmiiis, Rufule, quid recitas ?'* 



That there was no contending with him who with 
niflive bribes can prevail againft Juftice. 



The common proverb, Love me, love mine, he 
thus advifed us ro obferve ; 

" Me tanquam focium te dicis amarr, Trehari, 
Et quo> totu* amo dente furenlt teris: 

Sed niii lis fociuii Ibciis, Se amii-tis amici". 
Non potero noftriim diccre le focium." 

Againft hoolced gifts which draw otherfi: 

" Multa mihi dooas, vcrtmr ne multa rcquinit, 
Nob mihi donts AiiliM, f. r.peta.v" 

Againft one that fought a benefice, and would 
teach before he could teach : 



Againft a covetous wretch : 

" Nafidiane diu vixifti fempcr avarus. 
Oro tibi vivas Nalidianc diu." 

Againft one that would exa£t of others, and do 
nothing himfelf : 

" Exigis a nobis qucm null! folvis amorrm, 
Qjiam nulli prsltcs exigis, Aule, lidem : 

Exigi^ a nobis qucm non mercaris bono rem, 
Mitum eft quod non das, id tibi velle dari." 

Againft an Abbot that would defend his Monks 
from others, but worry them himfelf: 

"Tollit ovcm 6t fiiuce lupi pcrfipe Moloffus. 

Ereptamque lupo ventre retondit ovem. 
Tu qiioqilc Sceva tuos prsdone tueris ab orani. 

Unu» pnedo lam en ptrdis ubique ruos." 

One, amidft the wars between King Stephen and 



Henry the Second, commended the fame Hem 
thefe verfes : 



" Prxlia □uanCa movet SMphanus, 

Gloria nulla forcl G prxlia nulla m 

Tu runtra Slephanum, cui copia m 

Duxiiti paiico«, cur paucos P gloria 

Kit, mulru^ piucis, qvim paucos v 
At the fame troublefome ti 
defolation of England, were written to the fame 
Henry, as it were in a Profopopiria of England : 






, and as it wci 



Anglia .< 
Upon two fearful flights of the French, 



Vernoil, the other 

King Henry the Seci 

"Gallia t'ligidi bi 



& hQC 



s of the French, one ^H 
ndofme, in the time .^| 

ne made this ^^H 

ub Regc Philippo, ^^H 

. pudenda Juq. ^^^| 

;a prima, fecunda ^^^| 

na fecunda diem. ^^H 

ifli, mane Tecundam, ^H 

fccunila full." ^^H 

:d William Longcham^ 
iwerful man of England 



fub Rege Philippo, 
: fub modio fa£)a pudenda Juq. 
fumlt tfftem fiiga prima, fecunda 
lum. noitem prima fecunda diei 
m primam celeraDi, mane Tecundar 
fcciinila full." 



I'rimapavorc 1 
When one had flattered William Lo 
Bifhop of Ely, the only powerful man of . 
in his time, with this blandation : 

" Tam btnc, tam facfli tu ma^na ncgotia traftas, 
L'[ dubium rcddas fis humo, live Deus." 

Giraldus Cambrenfis, a man well born, and better 
lettered, of that Houfe from whence the Giraldines 
of Ireland are defcended, and Secretary to King 
John, played upon thefe Verfes, and that Bifhop 
after he was apprehended in woman's attire flying 
out of the Realm : 

'■ Tam male, tam tcmere, tam turpitcr omnia traClu, 1 

Ut dubium reddsK bellua Ht, vcl homo. 

Sic cum (is minimus, tentas majoribus uti, 

Ut dubium rtddas fimia lis, vel homu." 




EPIGRAMS. 15, 

He that made the Verfe foUowing [fame afcrihe 
it to that Giraldus) could adore both the Sun riling, 
and the Sun fetting, when he could (b cleanly honour 
King Henry the Second then departed, and King 
Richard fucceeding. 

*' Mira cano, Sol otcubuit, nox nulla fcquuls," 

Great was the commendation of MecEenas, who, 
when he could do all with Auguflus, yet never 
harmed any, whereupon in an Elegy upon his death, 
Pedo Albenovanus writeth: 



Which commendation King Henry the Eighth 

gave to that worthy Duke of Suftblk, Charles Bran- 
don, who never ufed the King's favour to the hurt 
of any. And the fame Giraldus teftified the like of 
King Henry the Second, in this Verfe, very effec- 
tually. 

" Glorior hoc uno, quod nun((uan) viilimus unum. 
Nee ponillTe magis, ate noculITe minus." 

Thefe alfo following arc referred unto him : 
" Vive Deo, cibi mors requies, tibi viia labori, 



Thefe following were likewife written by him 
againfl lewd love : 

" Ncc Uus, nee probitas, nee honor fuperare puellam, 

Sed Venerin vitium vinccre laudis opus. 
Vii melius fapiens, melius vis llrenuus efff, 

Si Venercm fupcrn, ilhid & iftud eris : 
Noli eaftra fequi Veneris, fed eaftra Minervz, 

Hiec doceC, ilia furitj hacc juval, ilU nocet. 
Cum Gc amor velitus, vetiti mains aflus anions, 

Si malus, ergo noeet, (i nocet, ergofuge : 
Cujus cmpla timor, medium fcelus, eiitui ignis, 

Tu fuge, (u reproba, cu mctuendo rave." 



EPIGRAMS. 

Why the Sun appearcch ruddy* and as it wcit I 
bluOieth at his ticft rifing, Alexander Necham, jbnie- 1 
dmc Prior of Circnccfter, rendreth the caufe thus: 

" Sol vultu rotei) niblcundo fulgct in onu, 

IntreOic noflis lafla pudoie nutans, 
Ncmpe ruborc liio (iil damnat damna pudorii, 

Cernerc tor Phocbuin gclia pudenda pudct ; 
Tot blanilos nexus, tor luavia pretTa labcllis, 

Tol miiitit Veneris monflra novella vidct, 
Frigida quod nimium caleat lafciva lenefius, 

Igris quod gelido fcrveat aninr, ftupet." 

Of the fiery colour of the Planet Mars> and the 
fpots in the Moon, he giveth this reafon : 

" Mars Venerem fecum dcprenlam frande mariti 

Erubuit, I'upereft flamnieus ille rubor. 
Scd cur Lunaris faciei fulbata vidctur I 

Qujc Fultu damnat, fiirta viderc folet, 
Atlde quod Ecclcliam Pbnbe, marulz nola culpa: 

Signat, habet macular utraquc Luna Tuas." 

If you will read carping Epigrammatical Verfe« I 
of a Durham Poet againft Ralph the Prior, here you 1 
may have them : ' 

" De icrc, de calvo, de dtlirante Radulpho 

Omoia moaftra caao, nil oili vera ramen : 
Imputat trrorts aliia fern per, fibi nunquam. 

Eft aliis Argui Tfreriafquc libi. 
Non vult efTe bonus, fed vult bonus cfle viJerj { 

Eft ovis cxteriiis, inleriulque lupus. 
Sus vita, canls officio, vulpecula fraudc, 

Mente leput, paller renibus, ore lupua. 
Talis qui Dxmon nunquam potcrlt nifi roiutt 

Effe bonus, poftquam delinat eJTe malus." 

The fame Authour pjai'd alfo prettily upon Wil- ] 
liam and Alan, Arch-deacons of Northumberland | 
and Durham. 

" Archilevicos in forte Northumhria largos, 
Dunclmum cupidot fcmpcr habere fokc. 




NnDC e convetlb fedcm dottvit utramque 
Willelmi probitas, crimen Alanc luum. 

Vds nunc degeacm patribus fucceditis ambo, 
Hie bonus, anie malus, hie malua, ante bonus." 

Anfwerablc to thefe were [hcfe Verfes of the faid 
Durham Poet, upon the fate of a Pot and a Pipkin. 
when the Pot was all broken, and the Pipkin loft 
but the handle, by the fall of a window. 
" Lapla fcnclira ruit, luic u 
Deiinit hnc cITc prarfus, I 
Alias. 

Lapfa feneftra ruit, fciphus urna luunt, nihil ilia 
Quo CcDeat, nihil hie qua teneatur, habet." 

When King Richard the Firft was detained pri- 
foncr with the Emperour, one did write this fuppUcant 
Verfe to the Emperour in a {harp clofe. 



A Hufwife which had encrcafed her Family, in 
her Huiband's abfence, with a new brat alTured her 
Hufband, at his return, that flie conceived it of a 
Snow-ball caft at her. But he conveying it away, 
felling it to a beggar, afTured her with the like lye : 
that as it was conceived by Snow, fo it was melted 
away by the Sun, which a Poet in the time of King 
John exprefled thus very briefly, and for that Age 
prettily. 

" Rebus in augendis longe remorante marito. 
Uxor miEcha parit puemm; poll multa revcrfo, 
De nive conceptum tingit : fraus mutua, caute 
Sufhillt, al'portar, vendii, matnquc reportani 
Ridiculum (imilc, iiquefaflum fole wfingil." 

But two others comprifed the fame matter more 
fuccinftly in this manner : 

" De nivc con rep turn quem mater adulttra fingit, 

SponAiE cum vendEns, liqucfaflum fole refinxit." 

A A 



a fingh, 

That Scolar alfo could play at even and odd, that 
could keep the figure Compar fo precifely in thefc 

two Verfes upon the Spring : 

" Turba colanim, vis vblamm, pompa roC^nim, 
Induii hono«, pauperal agius, p»fcit ocellos.'* 

A Suter, wearied with delates in the Empcroun 
I Couri,di<l atthe length frame this Dii)ich,aiid coaled 
I it on a wall : 



nLhi dlt: 



, Abi.' 



So a poor Englifh man fed with vain hope b; 
many in the time of King Henry the Third, did 
write this Diftich : 



Againft a carping companion was this made about 
that time by John Havill : 

" Zoile, lu lauduiti cuneus, lu fcrra bonorum. 
Magna dulcs, majora notis, in maxima lievis." 

Such as can fpeak feelingly of Church Livings, 
will not difTemble that thefe were the four entrances 
into the Church, which a Country man of ours long 
Ance in this manner Epigram matically opened. 

" Ecclelias portis his quacuor iiur in omne^, 
Principis, & Simonis, fanguinis atijue Dei. 

Prima patet magnis, iiummatis ahera, charis 
Tenia, lid rarisjanua quarll palel." 

Good alfo is that under Saint Peter in the Cathe- 
dral Church of Norwich (were it not for the fault 
which is in the former), but therein you have St. 
Peter's Ship, Sea, Nets, and Fifh : 



" EccltGam pro Navt fcgd, mihi climata mundi 
Sunt mare, fcriplura: relia, pifcis homo." 

When Euftathius was elected Bilhop of London, 
one congratulated his advancement thus : 

" Omnes hie dignt, tu dignior omnibus, omnes 
Hie plene fapiunt, pJenius ipfe lapis." 

Of a bragging brawl, between two well met, was 
framed this by Henry of Winchefter, but the be- 
ginning is loft. 

'• Hie ait, ille negal, hie alTerir, ille refellit. 
Hie proavos multum prxdical, ille premit. 

Filiis utcrqiie libi le vendilat ifte decorEm 
Jaflitat, ille decus, hic opus, alter ojics. 

Hie bonus, ille beattis, hic multis dcllcrit, ille 
Moltjplicata refeit i hic levis, ille loquax." 

When Adrian, our Country-man, had converted 
feme people of Norway, and was made Pope, this 
was compofed to his honour : 

" Confcrct hic Romi plus laudis ([uam libi Roma, 



But this would not ealily be matched in our age, 
which was written in the time of King Henrv the 
Sixth over the entrance into the Receipt at VVeft- 
minfter, to admonifh Accomptants to be circumfpeiSt 
in entring as Janus with his two heads i and as 
vigilant in ending Exchequer Accounts as Argus 
with his hundred eyes. 

" Ingrediens Jani, redilure Hi xmulus Argi," 

Thefe are all of former times, and with the 
quaint and moft excellent ones of our polite Age, 
which every where prefent themfelves to your view, 
1 will only recover from oblivion thefe made upon 
the Piflures of the two moft potent and prudent 




Princes, Queen Elizabeth of Enf^Mai, Queen Mi 
of ScotUnd. 

Lt EUZABITH AH JwgEt KtgfmtM. 
" CdJbi inugo Htm facie cni lucet in una, 

Tempcrie mixta, Juno, Minerra, Vcnu*? 
Eft dca t quid dubltem i cui lie conrpirat amice 

Mafcula ri*, hilarii ^tia, ctlAi) bono< : 
Aut Dea G iiod eft. Diva eft qu* prKfidct Anglif, 

lugmio, Tultu, moribui squa Dcii." 



" Que manui artifici* iria lie confundit, ut ano 
Gradi, mijcftat, tc decor ore miccnt } 

NoA piAorii oput fiiit hoc, fed pcftorii, unde 
DiriiiK in tabulan mentii imago fluit." 

Makia Rtgima Settle. 
" Vt Mariam finjiit natura, an pinxit i utrutnque 

Rarom & IbJetii furomuiti opus artificis. 
Iple aninium Cbi dum pingit, Gc vicit utiumque, 

Ut natuia ludb, an TJdeatur incis. 
" En tibi magnanimz fpirantja Principii ora, 
Omnia quam mundi mirantur rcena, vcnu [Is 
Non decus ob ronnx lantum prolemque decoram, 
Innumerafque onimi dotes, quas divile dextra 
Infiidit natura potens i fed mafcula virtus, 
Reljgionii amor, fidci conftancia menta 
Plua rapit attonitas hotninum, quam fama vel ori^ 
Gratia rata fui." 

She fending to Queen Elizabeth a Diami 
&Ihioned in the figure of an Heart, accompanie 
with thefe Verfes : 

" Q.uod te jampridtm froitur, videt ac amat abfens, 
Hxc pignui cordis gemma, & imago mei eft, 

Non eft candidior, non eft hzc purior illoi 
Q^amvis dura magi), non mage fuma tamen." 



Ryt 



3IMING Verfes, which are called Verfus 
[ Lconini, I know not wherefore (for a 
I Lion's tail doth not anfwer to the middle 
• parts as thefe Verfes do) began in the 
time of Carolus Magnus, and were only in requeft 
then, and in many Ages following, which delighted 
in nothing more than in this minftrelfie of Meeters. 
I could prefent you with many of them, but few 
fhall fuflice, when as there are but few now which 
delight in them. 

In the praife of Miles, Earl of Hereford, in the 
time of King Stephen, was this penned, in re fpefl 
he was both martial and lettered. 

" Vatum & ducum gloria 
Milo, cujUB in peftore 
Certain vires Sc lludi», 
Certat Heaorcum Nellore. 
Virtutum pr[vil.Eia 
Mcnte gens & corpore, 
Teque coronat arbore 
Mars Phoebi, Phcrbu:; propr 

WallerdeMapes, Archdeacon of Oxford,' who in 
the time of King Henry the Second filled England 
with his merriments, confefi'ed his love to good 
liquor, with the caufes, in this manner : 
" Mihi eft propofitiiii 



1 in tabema moi 
m morientis ori 
Ut dicant, cum venerim, Angclor 
IS fil prapitius huic potatori. 



eft pro' 



' " The Latin Poems of Walter de Mapes," edited by Then, 
Wright, Efij., M.A., F.S.A., have been publiihed by ihe 

Camden Society. 



3J8 RYTHMES. 

" PocuUi acccndituT uiiini Inccnui, 

Cor imbuhini ne£tai« *cdu ad lupoiu. 
Mihi lapit dulcius vinam in tibcnu, 
Qjiam quod ■qui milcait pnelbl* ptncciva. 

** Suum cuique pniprium dat nitun nmiiui, 
Em nunquun potui fcKbcre jcjunui i 
Mc jcjunuTn Tinccre pcSct puer unoi. 
Sitim & jejunium, oai Euiquam funus. 

" Unicuiquc propriuni dai aitura donnm. 
Ego Tenui Rtcieni, vinum bibo bonum, 
Et quod habeni meliut dolii nupoauin. 
Tale vinum gcnent copiun Icnnonuiii. 

" Taki verfu* hao, V"-^' vinuni bibo, 
. Nibil pofliini fcHbere, nili fumpio cibo. 
Nihil v*lct peoitui, quod jrjuniu fcribo, 
Nalbaem poft cilicei carmine priribo. 

'* Mihi nanquam fpirituK propheliae datur, 
Nifi tunc cum fucrit Tenter bene larur; 
Cum in arce cerebri Bacchui dominanir. 
In me Phcebus irruil, ac miranda farur." 

The infirmity and corruption of our nature, pr 
to renAiality, he acknowledgeth thus : 

" Via lata gradior more juventutis, 
Imolico me «itiU, immemor virtutis, 
Voluptatis avidus, magis quam lalutit, 
Mortuiu in aniraa, coram gero cutis. 

" Mihi cordis gra* itas, res videtur gravii, 
Jocus eft amabilis, dulciorque favis; 
Quicquid Venus imperat, labor hie eft fuavis, 
Qux nunquam in mcntibus habitat ignavis. 

"Quia in igne poCtiis \gai non uiaturi 
Quia in mundo demoians calhis habeatur ? 
Ubi Veou* digits juvencs venatur, 
Oculia illaqueat, facie prxdatur." 

This lufty Prieft, when the Pope forbad the Clei 
their wives, became Proflor for himfelf and the 
with thefe verfes : deliring only for his fee, tl 



every Prieft with his fweet-heart would fay a Pater 
nofter for him : 



Sed per Hie rolummodo nunc articiilatur. 
Cum per noftrum prxfulcm Har amovcatur. 

" Ita quidcui prcfbj'Icr capti allegare. 
Peecai criminaliter, qui vult iepararc. 
Quod Deus injun Herat, fDeminain amare. 
Tales dignum duxiraus, furcs appdiare. 

" O quam dolor anxiai, quam tormenlum grave, 
Nobis eft dimitlcie quon'iam Aiavc I 
O Romane ponlifex, Itaiuifti prave, 

" Non eft Innocentiu^^ immo nocens vere. 
Qui quod faflo docuit, Itudet abolerc i 
E( quod olim jiivenis voluit habere, 
Modo velutpontifex liudct prohibere. 

" Gignere nos pr«cipit vetu* Teftamentum t 
Ubi novum prohlbet, nufquam ell invencum. 
Praful qui contrarium donal documenlum, 
Nullum necelTarium his dat argumentuin. 

" Dedit enim Dominus malcdiftionem 
Viro qui non feceric generation cm. 
Ergo tibi confiilo, per hanc rationem, 
Gigncrc, ut habeas benediflionem. 

*' Nonne de militibus milices proceduntF 
Et reges a regibut qui fibi Tuccedunt f 
Per locum a limili, omnca jura Izdunt 
Clerlcos qui gignere crimen ellc crcdunc. 

" Zachariat habuit prolem & iixorem. 
Per viram quem genuit adeptus honorcnii 
Baptizavit enim noftnim Sal valorem i 
Percar, qui teneat novum hunc errorem. 

" Paului cceIo* rapiiur ad fuperioro, 
Ubi mullas didicit rea fccrctiorc!. 
Ad BOS tandem rediens, inftruenCjue mores, 
Suas (inquit) habeat quilibel uxorcs. 

" Propter hxc & alia dogmaia doflorum, 
Reor elle melius, 4 migis decorum, 



n fcmuDM, filia* ft neptM 
Violmre ne&t eft, quftre nil di fay l e i , 
Vero tnam habeai, jc in hac dclfAa^ 
Diem Dt fie uldmiun tntiw opcftet. 

" EcM jun pro clericii aiultam allegavi. 
Nee non pro pnfbjttTit plan compro^ri, 
F«((r a^ff- nunc pro me quoniun peccsTi, 
Dint quifqne prelbyter, cum ftu rturi. 

Meiry Michxl the Cornilh Poe^* vhofe Rrtb 
for merry Ei^Iand you vaaj read in the niotn p 
bnged his cxnibition oTKing Henry the Xhlrd' 

diw Diftich : 

■V " Regie reflor, mOes ut HeAor, dm iit Achillea 

*'- Te quim feAor, mellee veftor,* mel mib! ftillei." 

The fame Mlchxl, highly offended with H< 
of Aurench,theKing'sPoet,fordirgnicingC(»-i)' 
diought to draw blood of him with thcfe bohl 
Rythmes. 

*' Eft tibi gamba capri, crux pafleris, & latus apri, 
0$ leporit, catuli naTus, dens ie gena inuU, 
Prons Tctulz, (auri caput, & color undiq; Mauri : 
His argumeniii quznam eft argutia mcntit I 
Q^od non a monftro differs, fatii hie tIbi monftro." 

If you plcafc to hear a folemn Plea at Reaf 
bar between the Eye and the Heart, run over i 
which a Country man of ours made in the tim 
King Henry the Third. 

" Quifquii cordis & oculi 
Non fcDiit in tt jurgia, 
Non novit qui func ftimuii, 
Qjix culpa fcminaria. 

Caulani nefdt periculi, 
Cur alternant conritia, 

' Sec 4mU, p. 9. 



RTTHMES. 

Cue procures Sc zmuli 
RepliceiitinreTitia. 

" Corfic offatur oculum, 

Te pcccati principiutti, 
Te intern, tc Aimulum, 
Tc mortis voco imntium. 
" Tu domus mnE janitor, 
Holli nan claudis oftium, 
FamiliarJs p rod i lor 
Admittis adverfarium. 

" Nonne feneflra diccris 
Quod mora intrat ad animam, 
Nonnc quod tides Tequcris 
Ut bos duflus ad viflimam ' 

" Sallcm rordc<i quas ingerit ; 
Cur noa lavas per lachrymam } 
Aut quare non crueris 
Menlem fermcntans aiymam > 

" Cordi refpondet oculm, 
Injulic dc me qucrcrb, 
Senrus Turn tibi finlulus, 
Encquor quicquid juflerii. 

" Nonne lu mihi pnecipis, 
Sicut & membrib cseteriif 
Non ego, tu te decipis, 
Nuntius fum quo tu milcns. 

" Cur damnaiur apertio, 
Corpori necelTaria, 
Sine mjus objequio, 
Cunfia languent ofGcia } 

" Quo fi fill ereplio. 
Cum Jmi feneftni pervia. 
Si quod recepi nuntio, 
Qi4X putatuT injuria ! 

" Addo quod nulla pulvere 
Qucm immlrco pollueris. 
Nullum malum tt Izdcre 
Poteft, nili conrenferis. 

"De carde mala prodeunt, 
Nihil invitum paieri^ 
Virtutes non inierrunt, 
Nifi culpam commircris. 



}<s RTTHMBS. 

" Duni fie ntcniiK 
Soluto picit o&dIb I 
Kath litem UDpntit 
Definitivo olnilo. 

" UtnimaiK num tepnls^ 
Sed non pan perimlo, 
Nam conli csulini imputtt, 
Occafionem oculo." 

Dan Elin^am, a Monk of Linton, of Saiat I 
diA's order, coming to the White-fryers in '. 
tit^ham, found there John Baptift punted in a i 
Flyers weed, whereat marvailing, he coaled 
thefe rithms upon the wall near to the piAure 

" Chrifti Biptifta, vcftit non te dwet ifta, 
Qui te Teftivit fratrem, maledifhu ibiTit. 
Nunquini MclTiai frater fiicnt, nee Heliai, 
Non Sat plebi Izta, dum fit pro fratre prophets. 
Si fntniD Jonam tingii, Geni libi ponam i 
Ac Jebufeum, nc jungas hig Helifxum." 

But a white Frier there anfwered Elingham, 
thefe Following in the perfon of John Baptift : 

" Elingham mcntlria, metris fatuis quoque miris, 
Atque ea qux ncfcis lie aftruis ut ca qux fcis : 
Nam Deus ell teftis, dtcet haec me Candida veftis, 
Plufquam te vcftis pulla, live nigra cuculla. 
Sum Carmelita merito, fed tu Gcnlta. 
Ac fratcr fiflui Benedifti, non benedifhis." 

He which made this, when King Edward 
Firft and the Pope concurred in exading a payn 
from the Clergy, fliouid have fmarted had he 1 
known: 

" Ecclefix navii titubat, regni c^uia clavi« 
Errat: Rex, Papa fa£ti Tunt unura capa: 
Hoc fiiciunt do, dcs, Pilalua hie, alter Herodei." 

Salomon, a Jew, fell into a Jakes at Tewxl 
upon a Saturday; a Chriftian offered to pull 
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out, but he refufed, becaufe it was the Sabbath day 
of the Jews, whereupon the Chriftian would not 
luffer him to be drawn out upon the Sunday, being 
the Sabbath of the Chriftians, and there he lay. 
This was then briefly exprefled Dialogue-wife be- 
tween the Chriftian and him in thefe rhythming 
Verfes : 

" Tende manus Salomon, ego te ile jlercore (ollam : 
Sabbata noftra ccilo, de ftcrcore furgcre nolo. 
Sabbata noftra quldcm Salomun cclebrabi^ ibidem." 

A merry learned Lawyer which had received 
Wine for a reward, or remembrance, from the 
Abbot of Merton, who had entertained him in a 
caufe, fent ihefe two Verfes, as {landing upon his 
integrity againfl bribes, and requiring rather good 
evidence than good Wine. 

" Vinum tranlmillum nunc me fatit eSe remilTum, 
Convivis vina, C3ufis ma jura proplna." 

The Abbot, which perfwaded himfelfwhat would 
move the Lawyer when Wine could not, returned 
thefe three Diftichs : 



King Edward the Third, when he firft quartered 
the Arms of France with England, declared his 
I claim in this kind of verfe, thus : 

" Ren Aim regnorum bina ritione duorum, 
Angloram regno Turn Rex ego jure pMetno, 
Matrix Jute quidem Francorum nuncupor idem. 
Hinc elt Armonim variatio fa^a meorum," 
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Thefe following were made bj hit Poet, 
Philip de Valoys, the French King, lurked ia 
bray, and fo well liked of him that he fWi 
Saint George they were valiant Verfes $ and 
manded them to be (hot upon an arrow in 
City, as a cartel of challenge. 

** Si valeasy venias Valoys, depelle timorem, 
Non lateas, pateas, mancas, oftcnde yigoran/* 

In the Chapiter houfc of York Minfter is m 
this in commendation thereof. 

" Ut ro(a flos florum, fie eft doraus ifta domorum. 

The Exchequer officers were extortours 
time of King Henrv the 4, otherwife Henry 
CoUcflour of the Cuftome, (as he ftiled himi 
that time), would never have written a riminj 
Satyre againft them, which beginneth thus : 

" O Scacci Caixie*^, locus eft mirabilis ille. 
Ut referam vera, tortores funt ibi mille. 
Si contingat ibi temet quid habere patrandum, 
Certe dico tibi ccetum reperire nefandum/* 

And concludeth in this manner : 

** O fie vexate tortoribus & eruciate, 
Non diees vere propter talcs Mifcrere." 

But this is good advice, which he giveth t( 
as have to deal with the officers of the Recei| 

** Qui tallus feribunt, eum murmure fxpe loquuntt 
Summas quioue folent in magna feribere pelle. 
Seribere valde dolenr, diim non fit folvere belle, 
Efcas mane datas propter jentacula pones, 
Coftas affatas, pifees, pinguefque eapones, 
Ilios conforta pariter per fortia vina, 
Weftminfter porta, pro talibus eft medieina/' 

Now for the Fleet then, he writeth thus : 
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i mille molclla, 
is fore pundo ; 
Nam cuftiM Fletx bona de prlfonibus unit, 
Ni folrant lile mox hos per vincula punit i 
tlii& c{ui baculoi portant, oftendere debts 
Valde pios loculos, & ludcre praEbeo, przbes." 

In the time of King Henry the 4, when, in leavy- 
ingof a Subfidy the rich would not, and the poor 
could not pay, fo they of the meaner fort bare the 
burthen, a llcilful dicer, and no unikilful rimer wrote 
thefe verfes : 



Of the decay of gentry one made thefe rithms : 



Many more and of great variety of metres in this 
kind I could prcfent you withal, for thefe nthmers 
have as curious obfervations in their Arte Rithmi- 
zandi, as the Italian makers, in their Stanzas, 
Quartetts, Tercetts, OiSaves-, but now they are 
counted long-eared which delight in them, 

Hefide thefe, our Poets have their knacks, as 
young Scholars call them, as Echos, Achroltichs, 
Serpentine Verfes, Recurrents, Numerals, &c. ; 
yea, and our profe Authours could ufe Achroftics, 
for Ranulph of Chefter began the firft Chapter of 
his Polychronicon with P, the fecond with R, the 
third with E, the fourth with S, the fifth with N, 
and fo forth, as if you would fpcU the firft Chapters 
of his Book,you {hall find " Fraefentem Chronicam 
compilavit Ranulphus iVIonachus Ceftrenfis." And 
why not as well as Agapctus the (ireek, who did 
the like in his admonitions to Jullinian the Em- 
pcrour. 



'? 



I 



366 



IMPRESSES. 



But I will end with this of Odo» hoUing I 
Dolour's Mule, and Anne widi her X^Ue- 
which coft the Maker much foolifh labour, 
is a perfed Verfe, and eyenr word is the verj 

both backward and forward. 

** Odo tenet mulum, madidain mappam tenet Ann 
Anna tenet mappam madidam, muium tenet Odo. 



I 



I 

1 




I 



Impresses. 

^N Imprefs (as the Italians call it) 
device in Pi&ure with his Mott 
Word, born by Noble and Learned 
fonages, to notifie fome particular cc 
of their own, as Emblems (that we may omit < 
differences) do propound fome general inftru 
to all ; as, for example, whereas Cofmi M( 
Duke of Florence, had in the afcendent at his 
tivity the fign Capricorn, under which alfo Augi 
and Charles the Fifth, two great and good Pri 
were born, he ufed the celeftial fign Capric 
with this Motto, ^^ Fidem fati virtute fequem 
for his Imprefs, particularly concerning his ] 
hope to prove like unto them. But a fair Wc 
piSured with an Olive Crown reprefenting Pc 
carrying in one hand the horn of Plenty, leadi 
little golden boy for Plutus in the other, with * 
pace rerum opulentia,'' is an Emblem, and a gei 
document to all that Peace bringeth Plenty. 

There is required in an Imprefs (that we 
reduce them to few heads) a correfpondency oi 
pi£lure which is as the body ; and the Motto, w 
as the foul giveth it life. That is, the body 1 
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be of fair reprefentadon, and the word in fome dif- 
ferent language, witty, ftiort, and anfwerable there- 
unto ; neither too obfcure, nor too plain, and moft 
commended when it is an HemiHich, or parcel of a 
verfe. 

According to thefe prefcripts, neither the flars 
with the Moon inTideus' fliield in ^fchiius; nei- 
ther Amphiaraus' Dragon in Pindar; neither the 
ftem of the ihip ufed for a feal by Pompey, can have 
here place ; much lefs the rcverfes in Roman Coyns, 
which were only hiftorical memorials of their adts, ^^ 
as that of Claudius, with a plow-man at plow, c. 
and this "Col. Camalodun," was to fignifie that he 
made Maldon in Eflex a Colony, and that of Hadrian 
with an Empcrour, three fouldiers, and " Ex ere. 
Britannicus," was in memory of fome good fervicc 
by the three Legions refiant in this Ille at York, 
Chefter, and Car-leon upon U/ke. That alfo of 
Severus, with a woman fitting upon Cliftes, holding 
an eniign in one hand, and as it were writing upon 
a Ihicid, with " Victoria Britannica," was only to 
(hew his viftories here. 

Such alfo as are fet down in " Notitia Pro- 
vinciarum," as a Boor feiant for Jovii; a circle 
party per Saltier for Britanniciani ; a carbuncle {as 
Blazoners term it) for Britannici, &c. cannot be 
admitted into the number of Imprefles, for they 
were the feveral enfigns of feveral military Com- 
panies, whereof the two laft feemed to be levied out 
of this Ifle. 

Childifh it is to refer hither the fliields of King 
Arthur's round-table Knights, when they were de- 
vifed, as it is probable, for no other end but to teach 
young men the terms of Blazon. 

Neither are Arms to be referred hither which 
were devifcd to diftinguiiL Families, and were moft 
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ufual among the nobility in wars, tUts and • 
ments in their Coats, called Coat-armours, SI 
Standards, Banners, Pennors, Guydons, until 
fome hundred years fince, when the Frcjic 
Italian, in the expedition of Naples under C! 
the eighth, began to leave Arms — haply, foi 
many of them had none^and to bear the Cu. 
of their Miftreffes' Beds, their Miftreffes' Co 
or thefe ImprelTes in their banners, fhlelds, an 
parifons, in which the Engliih have imitated t 
and, albeit a few have borrowed fomcwhat 
them, yet many have matched them, and nc 
furpalTed them in witty conceit, as you (hall 
ceive hereafter if you will firft give me leave i 
member fome imperfedl Devices in this kit 
Tome former Kings of England, which you 
well fay to be livelefs bodies, for that they hai 
word adjoyned. 

Of King William the Conquerour I have 1 
none, neither dare (as Jovius talceth the Sphin 
Auguftus' fignet for an Imprefs) to fet doivn 
Conquerour's Seal, which had his own pi&ui 
horfeback, with thefe verfes to notifie his D 
nions ; — 

"Hoc Normannorum Wilttlmura note pationum.' 

On the other fide — 

" Hoc Anglii Regem figno fatearis eundem.'" 

As a King of Sicily had, about that time, th 
" Apulus, S: Caiabcr, Siculus mihi ferrit & Afrr." 

Stephen of Bloys, the Ufurper, took the 
Sagittarius, for that he obtained this Kingdom « 
the Sun was in the faid fign. 

King Henry the fecond, grievoufly moleftcc 
the dilobedience of his four fons, who cntred 
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ai^ual rebellion againd him, caufed to be painted in 
his great Chamber at his palace in Wincheiler an 
Eagle with four young chickens, whereof three 
pecked and fcratched him, the fourth picked at his 
eyes. This his device had no life, becaufc it had 
no Motto ; but his anfwer gave it life when he faid 
to one demanding his meaning, " That they were 
his Tons which did (o peck him, and that John, the 
youngelt, whom he loved bell, pradlifed his death 
more bufily than the reft." [Giraldus Cambrenfis 
diltindt.] 

King Henry the third, as liking well of Remune- 
ration, commanded lo be written in his Chamber at 
Woodftock, as it appeareth in the Records in the 
Tower— 






I acclpii illc quod opt at." 



Edmund Crouch- backe, his fecond fon, firft Earl 
of Lancafter, ufed a red Rofe, wherewith his Tomb 
at Weftminfter is adorned, 

Edward the third bare for his device the rays of 
the Sun difperfing themfelves out of a cloud, and in 
other places a golden trunk of a tree. 

The victorious Black Prince, his fon, ufed fome- 
times one Feather, fometime three, in, token, as 
fome fav, of his fpecdy execution in all his fervices, 
as the Poits in the Roman times were Pterophori, 
and wore feathers to fignifie their flying poft-hafte. 
But the truth is, that he wonne them at the battel 
of Crefiy from John, King of Bohemia, whom he 
there flew ; wherunto he adjoyned this old Englilh 
word, "Ic dien," that is, "I ferve:" according Thrgn. 
to that of the Apoftle, "The heir, while he is a 
child, dillereth nothing from a fervant." Thefe 
feathers were an ancient ornament of military men. 
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and ufed for Creafts, as it is evident by dia[ of 
Virgil- 

" Cujus olorinje furgunt dc vrrlicc peniuc ;" 

and were ufed by this Prince before the dme of 
Canoy Chan, the Tartarian, who, becaufe his life 
was faved by an Owl, would have his people weir 
their feathers j from whom Haithon fableth that thi 
people of Europe received firft the ufe of feathers. 

John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaller, brother H 
this Prince, took a red Rofc to his device (as il 
were by right of his lirft wife, the heir of Lancafter),*^ 
as Edmund of Langley, Duke of York, took the" 
white Rofe. Before thefe two brethren took thefe 
two Rofes, which the fautorsand followers of their 
heirs after bare in that pitiful diftra£lion of Engl 
between the families of Lancafter and Yorki 
white Rofe- tree at Longleete bare upon one brani 
a fair white rofe on the one fide, and as fair a 
rofe on the other, which might as well have bin a 
fore-token of that divifion, as the white Hen with 
the bay-fprig lighting in the lap of Livia Augufta, 
betokened the Empire to her pofterity ; which 
ended in Nero, when both the brood of that h«M, 
failed, and the bays of that fprig withered. 

The faid Edmund of Langley bare alfo for 
Imprefs a Faulcon in a fetter-lock, implying t! 
he was locked up from all hope and polTibility 
the Kingdom, when his brethren began to afpi 
thereunto. Whereupon he afked on a time 
fons, when he faw them beholding this device 
up in a window, what was Latin for a fetter-lot 
whereat, when the young gentlemen tludied, 
father faid, '< Well, if you cannot tell me, I 
tell you : Hie, bare, hoc, tactaih," as adv 
them to be lUent and quiet, and therewithal 
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*' Yet God knoweth what may come to pafs here- 
after." This his great Grandchild, King Edward 
the fourth, reported when he commanded that his 
younger fon Richard, Dulcc of York, Ibould ufe 
this device with the fetter-lock opened, as Roger 
Wall, an Herald of that lime, reportcth. 

King Richard the fccond, whofe untrained youth 
and yielding lenity haftned his fall, ufed commonly 
a white Hart couchant with a Crown, and chain 
about his neck ; for wearing the which fome, after 
his depofition, loft their lives. He alfo ufed a pef- 
cod branch, with the cods open, but the peafe out, 
as it is upon his Robe in his Monument at Weft 
minfter. 

His wife Anne, filler to Winceflaus, the Empc- 
rour, bare an Oftrich with a nail in his beak. 

King Henry the fourth (as it is in Mafter Gar- 
ter's book) ufed a Fox tail dependent, following 
Lyfander's advice, if the Lyon's (kin were too 
fhort, to piece it out with a Foxes cafe. 

His half-brethren, furnamed Beaufort, of Beau- 
fort in France (which came to the houfe of Lan- 
cafter by Blanch of Artois, wife to Edmund, firft 
Earl of Lancafter), and who after were Dukes 
of Sommerfec, &c., bare a Portcullis gold; wherc- 
unto, not long afterward, was added this word — 
*' Altera fecuntas." And not long fince, by the 
Earls of Worcefter. iffued from them, " Mutare 
auttimere fperno." 

His younger fon Humfrey, duke of Glocefter, a 
noble fautor of good letters, bare in that rcfpeft a 
Laurel branch i; 



That 
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a golden cup. 

rial Prince, King Henry the fifth. 



iBe? 



carried a burning Creiltt, fomel 

for his word (but not appfopriiie thereunto), " Une 

fans plus" 
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King Henry the fixth had two feathers in £ 

King Edward the fouith bare his white Rod 
fetter-lock before fpecified, and the Sun sJte 
battel of Mortimer's crofs, where three Suns 
feen immediately conjojning in one. 

King Richard the third bare a white Boar, « 
gave occafion to the rime that coft the makt 
life ;— 

" The Cat, the Rat, and Lovell the Dog 
Rule all England under a Hog." 

King Henry the feventh, in refpc£t of his dc 
from the houfe of Somerfet, ufed the Pont 
before mentioned, and, in refpeS of the unit 
the two houles of Lancafter and York by his 
riage, the white Rofe united with the red, fi 
time placed in the Sun. And in refpeft he 
crowned in the field with King Richard's cr< 
found in an hawthorn bulb, be bare the hawt 
bufti with the crown in it ; and with this he I 
tbe windows at Richmond, and his chappi 
Weftminfter. 

His wife Queen Elizabeth had a white and 
rofe knit together. 

His mother, Lady Margaret, Countefs of R 
mond, had three white Dafies growing upon a t 

When King Henry the eighth began his re 
the Englifh wits began to imitate the French 
Italian in thcfe devices, adding the Mots. Firft h 
Henry himfelf, at the interview between him 
King Francis the firit, whereat alfo Charles the : 
was prefent, ufed for his Imprefs an Englilb An 
in a green coat, drawing his arrow to the head, i 
this infcription, " Cuj adhsereo, prseeft :" when i 
that time thofe mighty Princes, banding one agi 
the other, wrought him for their own particula 

His fecond wife. Queen Anne, a bappy mo 
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of England's happincfs by her moft happy daughter, 
bare a white crowned Faulcon, holding a Scepter 
in her right talon, ftanding upon a golden trunk, out 
of the which Iprowted both white and red rofes, with 
" Mihi et mes." 

To the honour of Queen Jane, who died willingly 
to fave her child, King Edward bare a Phcenix in 
his funeral-fire, with this MotCo, " Nafcatur ut 
alter." 

King Edward the fixth bare (as the black-Prince) 
three feathers in a Crown while his Father furvivcd, 
as Prince of Wales, with " Ic dien." Albeit he 
was never created. 

Queen Mary when (he was Princefs ufed both 
a red and white Rofe, and a Pomegranate knit to- 
gether, to fhew her defcent from Lancalter, York, 
and Spain. When file came to the Kingdom, by 
perfwalion of her Clergy, fhe bare winged Time 
drawing Truth out of a pit, with " Veritas tem- 
poris filia." 

Her Succeflbr (of bleffed memory) Queen Eliza- 
beth, upon occallons, ufed (o many heroical devices, 
as would require a volume ; but moll commonly a 
Sive without a Mot, for her words, "Video, taceo," 
and '* Semper eadem," which (he as truly and con- 
stantly performed. 
I Cardinal Poole fhewed the tcrreitrial globe in- 
compalTed with a Serpent, adding this out of St. 
Mathew, " Eftote prudentes." 

Now I will defcend from the blood Royal and 
former time, and prelent unto you a few Imprefles 
ufed by noble and gentlemen of our nation, in our 
age, without commenting upon them, as the Italians 
ufe. For the perfons' names I am to be pardoned, 
as knowing them not, when I obfervcd them at Tilts 
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and eifewherc : But fuch as adjoyned, after t 
and moft laudable Italian manner, their Anns V 
He fignitied his conftancy in adverflty, ■ 
painted a man fwimining and llriving again 
Dream in a [empcDuous Tea, with this, " Ai 
tamen idem." 

Deflrous was he to rife, but found counterl 
who figured a man afccnding a mountain, bi 
pell'd with contrary winds, with this Motto, ' 
tens ad fumma repellor." 

Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, Son and H 
Thomas, Duke of Norfolk, devifed for him 
know not upon what confideration, a broken 
with this word, " Sat fupereft." But I read h< 
charged at his arraignment with that device, th 
paling of his Arms with the Arms of Saint £d« 
and cre6ting three Banquetting houfes, as hiHi 
in his Garden near Norwich, as matters of | 
confcquencc and hijh treafon, lo the lofs of his 
This is that noble Earl of Surrey, who firft an 
the Nobility of England, conjoyned the honoi 
Learning to the honour of high Parentage, 
whom the learned Hadrianus Junius giveth 
teftimony in Latine, which I cannot fo well exj 
in Englifli. " Heroicum corporis filum, ingen 
velox,&expromptum, memoria inexhaufta,plen« 
Mythridatica, fermo ab ip{is Gratiis effidhis, 
guarum multiplex cognitio," &c. 

He would either find a way or make a way K 
preferment, which caufcd to be pourtrayed a I 
working out a way in a craggy hill with a pick- 
and this word, " Invenil, aut facit." 

Sir Philip Sidney, to note that he perfifted all 
one, depainted out the Cafpian Sea furrounded' 
his fhores, which neither ebbcth nor flowedi, 
over it, '* Sine refluxu." 
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He acknowledged his efTence to be in his g 
Soveraign, which bare a Sun-dial, and the Sun fel- 
ting, adding, " Occafu defines efle." 

He might feem to bear a vindicative mind, but I 
think it was for fome amorous affediion, which bare 
a flie upon an eye, with " Sic ultus percam." 

Upon his Prince's favour he wholly relyed, which 
devifed the Sun Ihining upon a bufh, fubfcribing, " Si 
deferis pereo.'' 

As he which in like fenfe bare the Sun refle£ling 
his raies from him, with " Quoufque avertcs ?" 

His devout mind to his Lady he devoutly, though 
not religioully fliewed, which under Venus in a 
cloud changed the ufual prayer into " Salva me 
Domina." 

He fliewed his affediionate good-will in height of 
courage, that fliewed in his fliield Atlas bearing 
Heaven with a roul infcribed in Italian, " Intendam 
chi puo." 

The force of love was well figured by him that 
gave an Unicorn (haply the badg of his family) re- 
pofing his head in a Ladies lap, with this word, " O 
quanta potentia." ' 

Excellent was that of the late Earl of Eflex, who, 
when he was caft down with forrow, and yet to be 
employed in Arms, bare a black mourning fliield 
without any Figure, but infcribed, " Par nulla figura 
dolori." 

A Itedfaft fetled mind was in that Gentleman, 



' Camden IcEmi to hare forgotten the popular recipe i — 

□w to catch a unicon) : " A majrde ia fet," fays Gerard 

[ Lcgb, " where he hauDieth, and Ihe openeth her lappe, to 

r whome ihc Vnicoine, as fecklng rcfcue from the force of the 

' ter, yeldeih hii head, and leaveth all his fiercenn, and 

ng himfelfe vnder her protect ion llcapeth,vntyll he i» taken 

&ijnr."— Jecideni nf jlrmory, p. 90, edit. 1561, 
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that tlevifed Tor himfcir a Pyramis open ro wtodand 

weather, with " Nee flatu, nee fludlu." 

He noted our peaceable times which, havii^ i 
Martial mind, Ihewed an armed Knight foundlr 
lleeping in a coclc-boat upon a calm Sea, with 
" JEquora tuta filent." 

He played with the name, and hoped remedy to 
his Love, which deviTed a Rofe, with that of 0«d 
(leaving out ihe Negative), " Amor eft medicabilis 



n committed, and after with his great 
enlarged, took to him for an Imprds, 
a Racket, luperfcribing, "Pcrcufla 
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herbis." 

A Gentle m: 
commendatioi 
a Ball upon 
refurgo." 

The Sun declining to the Weft, with '* Occidens, 
Occidens," / being (hort in the firft word, and long 
in the fecund, Shewed that the fafety and life both 
of the bearer and of others did depend on the light 
and life of the Soveraign. 

A ftudious lover of good letters framed to himfelf 
only the figure of I, with this philofophical principle^ 
" Omnia ex uno." 

Out of Philofophyiikewife another, to notifie his 
greateft impeachment, drew this principle, '■ Ex 
nihilo nihil :" and infcribed it bend-wife, with bis 
Arms in a bare (hield. 

One weighed down with fome adverfe hap, and 
yet not altogether hopelefs, painted an heavy Itone 
faftned to a man's arm, with "Spes mihi magns 

Neither feemed he void of all hope for his pains 
after long fervice, which painted a fallow field with 
" At quando meflis ?" 

The Needle in the Sea-Compafs ftill moving, but 
to the North point only, with " Moveor immotus," 
notified the refpedlive conftancy of the Gentleman 
to one only. 
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The ornament of our Land was meant by him 
which placed only the Moon in Heaven in full light 
with " Quid fine te coelum ?" 

Far was he from Venus' fervice which bare Venus 
pourtrayed in a Cloud with " Nihil minus." 

But wholly devoted was he to that Goddcfs, 
which contrariwife bare the Allronomical chara3er 
of Venus, with " Nihil magis." 

The fucceflive variety of worldly affairs, or his 
own favours, a Dudious Gentleman well noted, 
which painted in an Hemifphere fome Stars rifing, 
fome fetting, with "Surguntque caduntquevici/Iim." 

His whole truft repofed that good Divine in God 
which, after fome adverritics,fctupona Rock beaten 
with wind and weather, to exprefs his itate yet 
Handing, with " Deo juvante, Deo confervante," 

Heavenly cogitations were in him, who only 
figured a man kneeUng, with his hands lifted up to 
the Heavens, with this infcribed, "Suprema optima 
mundi." 

A very good invention was that to Ihew his flay 
and fupport by a Virgin Prince, who prefented in 
his fhield the Zodiaclc, with the Characters only of 
Leo and Virgo, and this word, " His ego priefidiis.'' 

It may be thought that he noted dcferts to be 
everywhere excluded, and meer hap to raife moft 
men, who infcribed within a Laurel Garland, "P'ato 
non merito." 

A lavifh Tongue might feem to have damnified 
the Gentleman, which took for his device a Land- 
(kip, as they call it, and folitary Mountains, with 
" Toti montes, tutum filentium," 

He had no great care to exprefs his conceit in an 
Imprefs, which neverthelefs he did exprefs, which 
bare a White Shield infcribed, " Nee cura nee 
chara^er." 
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No Knight of Venus was he who, as triump 
over her force, bare her Son (winged Cupid) 
Net, with " Qui capit capitur." 

The Star called Spica Virginis, one of the fif 
which are accounted to be of the firft magnii 
among the Aftronomers. with a fcrole inwrit 
" Mihi vita Spica Virginis," declared thereby h 
that he had that Star in the Afcendent at his > 
vity, or rather that he lived by the gracious fat 
of a Virgin Prince. 

One in our Sea-faring Age adventuring hin 
and all he had to the Seas, propofing no cer 
arrival to himfeif, made a Ship with full fail in 
Sea, and fuperfcribed, " Pontus in ignnto." 

His mind mounted above the mean, which 
vifed for himfeif one that had clambred much ir 
than half the way of a fteep Mountain, adding 
word near him, " Dixerunt latui," omitting 
other part of theVerfe, " Medium tenuere beat 

Likewife he hoped to attain the heighth of 
defire, which made one climbing to the middle i 
Pyramis, with " Hue fpe," by him, and " IlUc fj 
above him. 

Another alfo, which climbed in his conceit, I 
as it feemeth, fearing a fall, made a man upon 
upper degrees of a Ladder, with this Motto 
joyncd, " Non quo fed unde cado." 

He referred Fate, Fortune, and all to his Sc 
reign, which drew for himfeif the twelve Houfe 
Heaven in the form which Aftrologians ufe, fct 
down neither Sign nor Planet therein, but ( 
placing over it this word, " Difpone." 

The like reference had he which only ufe 
white Shield, and therein written, " Fatum infer 
Eliza." 

It may be doubtful whether he affefied his S< 
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1y, which made a 

Feror ad aftricam," 

e what he conceived 

Oare with a fail faft- 

et virtus mifcentur in 

s he to his Lady which 
■ * ■ ■' Abi- 



jn, or Jufticc more zealou 
man hovering in the Air, with " 

You may eafily conjcillure ■ 
who, in his Shield, leared an 
tied thereunto, adding, " Fort 

Full of loving affeflion m 
bare a Rofe upon his pricking branch, with ' 
gitquc trahitque,'' 

With many a bluftering blaft he fccmed to have 
been tofTed which painted an Horizon, with all the 
Cardinal and collateral winds blowing, and in the 
middeft " Rapiuntque feruntque." 

As to the honour of Magellanus (whofe Ship 
firft parted round about the World, though he mif- 
carricd) was devifed the terreftrial Globe, with 
" Tu primus circumdedifti me." So our Sir Francis 
Drake, who fortunately eft'edted the fame, had de- 
vifed for him a Globe terreftrial, upon the height 
whereof is a Ship under fail, trained about the 
Globe with two golden halfcrs, by dirciStion of an 
hand out of a Cloud, and a Dragon volant upon the 
hatches, regarding the direilion with thefc words, 
" Auxilio divino." 

An Imprefs, too, perplexed and unfitting for fo 
worthy a man, who, as one faid to him moft excel- 
lently in this Diftich ; — 

" Plus ultra, Herculeis infcrihas, Drake, columnis, 
Et magno dicas Hercult major ego." 

I A man very worthy to be eternized by fomc good 
pen, as alfo his fervant John Oxenham, who, arriv- 
ing with feventy men in the itraight of Dariena in 
America, drew a land his Ship, and, hiding it with 
boughs, marched over the Land with his Company, 
guided by Negroes, until he came to a River, where 
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he cut Wood, made him s Pinnace* cotcrcd ik I 
South Sea, went to the Ifland of Pearls, lajd lhe« I 
ten days, intercepted in two SpaniQi Ships fixtj | 
thouland weight of gold and one hundred tboa&ti I 
in Bars of I'llver, returned fafely to the main Landj 
but through the mutiny of his SouldJers he mif- 
carried, and, as the Poet faith, " Magnis excidit 
aufis," in an adventure never attempted by anr, and 
therefore not to be forgotten, when as the Lopez, 
a Spaniard, hath recorded it, not without admiraiioa, 
as you may fee in the Difcoveries of the learaei 
and indullrious Mr. Richard HackJuit: but paHon 
this digreflion occafioned by the memory of Sir Fr. 
Drake. 

it feemed a difficulty unto him to live ri^tlf, 
either in liberty or bondage, which painted one 
Greyhound, courfing, with*' In libertatc labor," and 
another, tied to a tree, gazing on the game, with 
" in fervitute dolor." 

1 cannot imagine what he meant which took for 
his devife a fmall brook, palfing along the Lands 
mildly till it came to a dam, and there riling and 
raging, overflowed the lands, with " Magis ma- 
giique " written in the place overflowed, unlels he 
would give us to underftand that, the more his af- 
fcflions were ftopped, the more they were ftirred. 

He which tooli a man armed at all points, with 
"Me et meum," while he (hewed a refolution in 
his own behalf, forgat God; and that of King 
Henry the Eight, " Dieu et mon droit" ("God and 
my right"). 

In the Imprefics of Rufcelli I find that Sir 
ard Shelley, Knight of S. John's, ufed a 1 
Faulcon,with thisSpanilh Motto, "Feyfid al g, 
id 5/?, "Faith and gentlenefs," which Falcon ] 
(Quartered in his Arms by the name of Michelgroi 
as they fay. 
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Whereas the Laurel, facred to Learning, is never 
hurt by lightning, and therefore the Cock reforteth 
thereunto in tempefts, as natural Hiftorians teftific; 
he feemed lludious of good learning, and fearful of 
danger, which caufed to be painted for him a Cock 
under a Laurel, with " Sic evitabile fulmen." 

An amorous atlei5tion was only noted in him 
which fet down an eye in an heart, with " Vulnus 
alo." 

He alfo held one courfe, and levelled at one 
mark, which maile a River in a long tradt difgorging 
himfclf into the Sea, with " Semper ad mare." 

He dbubted not to find the right courfe by indi- 
rect means, which did fet down a fpherical crooked 
pair of Compafles, with " Per obliqua Redia." 

He propofed to himfelf honour in Martial fervice 
which made a Trophee, or trunk of a Tree, with 
Harnefs and Abillements of War, and a Sepulchre 
not far off, adding underneath, " Aut fpoliis Istc- 
mur opimis." Omitting that which fultoweth in 
Virgil, "Aut letho infigni." 

A wary man would he feem, and careful for his 
own. which (hewed a Village on fire, with "Jam 
proximus ardet." 

Tyred might he feem with Law-delays, or fuch- 
like fuits, which devifed for himfelf a tottering Ship 
with torn fails driven up and down, with "Jam fep- 
timaportat." You know what followeth; "Omnibus 
errantem terris & fiudtibus a;ftas.'' 

In the beginning of lier late Majefties Reign, 
one, upon happy hope conceived, made an half of 
the Zodiack, with Virgo nfing, adding, "Jam redit 
et Virgo," fupprelTing the words following, " Re- 
deunt 6atutnia regna." 

Variety, and viciffitude of humane things, he 
fecmed to fhew which parted his fliield, " Per 
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le,Argcnt& Sables," and counterchangeablywrii 
' in the Argent, "Atcr,"and in the Sables, "Albus." 

He elegantly fhcwcd by whom he wras drawn 
which depatnted the Nautical Compafs, wuh"Aut 
magncs, aut magna." 

Another, afcribing his life and all to his Ladv, 
pictured a Tree near a Spring, and at the root 
thereof, " Quod vivam, tuum." 

He fliewed himfelf to be a Martial, and a Mer- 
curial man, which bare a Sword in one hand and a 
Bay in the other, with " Arti er marti." 

It might feem a craving Imprefs which fet 
nothing but Ciphers down in a roul, with " Addc 
vel unum." 

Likewife he which fet down the nine numeral 
figures, with " Adde, ve! adime.'' 

His meaning might be perceived out of the laft 
Eclogue of Virgil, containing Callus's loving La- 
mentations, which portraied a Tree, and the Barfc 
engraved E, adding this word, "Crefcetis." 

btudious in Alchymy might he feem, or in Come 
abllrufe Art which he could not find out, which 
ihewed for his device only a golden branch, with 
" Latet arbore opaca." 

He feemed not to refpeift hopeful tokens without 
good eft'e£ls, which made a Ship finking, and the 
Rainbow appearing, with "Quid tu, fi pcreo." 

1 know one which, overcome with a predominant 
humour, was fo troubled with a fanciful vain cogi- 
tation that no counfel or company could withdraw 
him from it, figured a man with a fhadow projetSed 
before him, with this word, " It comes." 

A Gentleman Scholar, drawn from the Univerfity, 
where he was well liked, to the Court, for which 
in refpcit of his bafliful modefty he was not fit, 
painted a red C oral branch, which while it grew in 
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the Sea was green, with this, "Nunc Rubeo, ante 
virebam." 

Mafter Richard Carew, of Anthony, when he was 
in his tender years, devifed for himfelf an Adamant 
upon an anvile, with a hand holding an hammer 
thereover, and this Italian Motto, " Chcverace 
durera:" which alfo contained his name Anagram- 
m.tically. 

He feemed not to be fufficiently warmed, living 
in the Sun-fhine of the Court, which framed for his 
device a Gtals of Parabolical concavity, or burning- 
glafs, as fume call it, with the Sun (hining over it, 
and a combuftible ma 
" Nee dum calefco." 

He doubted not but < 
his Miftrifs' heart, wh 
Tears upon an Heart, i 

He lacked but fome 



' kindled under it, with 

:ontinual fuit would moilifle 
ich made an Eye dropping 
vith " Saepe cadendo." 
gracious hand tu eft'etft fome 
matter well forward, which made more than half a 
circle with a pair of compalTcs, the one foot fixed 
in the centre, the other in the circumference, placing 
thereby, " Addc manum." 

His conceit was godly and correfpondent to his 
name, who made an Hart in his race to a fountain, 
and over if, " Ut Cervus fontem," and under it, 
"Sic Abrahamus Chriftum." The meaning is plain 
to all which know Scriptures, and I take the Gen- 
tleman's name to be Abraham Hartwel. The fame 
Imprefs was ufed by Boromeo, the bed Cardinal 
which I have heard of, but with this word, " Una 
falus." 

When the Spaniards purpofed the Invafion, 1558, 
and their Navy was fcattered to their confulion by 
a Ship fired and carried among them by direction 
from her late Majefty, a Gentleman depainted that 
Navy in confufion with a fired Ship approaching, 
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adding to Her Honour out of Virgil, "Dux fxmiiu 
faai." 

This calls another to my remembrance, which I 
have fecn cart in filver, as concerning that matter, 
A great Navy upon the Sea near the South coaft of 
England, with " Venit, vidit, fugit;" As that of 
Julius Csefar, when he had overcome Pharnacc^ 
" Veni, vldi, vici," 

About the time when fome diflikes greiv bctwera 
the Englifh and the States of the United Province*, 
they, fearing that it might tend to the hurt of both, 
caufed to be Imjirinted two pitchers floating on the 
water upon a Medalia, with "Si coltidimur, &aii- 
gimur." 

In the like fence, there were coyned {Meces widh 
two Oxen drawing the plough, the one marked wflfc 
a Rofe for England, the other with a Liun OQ the 
(boulder for Holland, and written thereby, *' Tra- 
hite Kquo jugo," 

He meafured himfelf with a mean, and feemed 10 
reft content, which made a Tortois in his {hell, with 
"Mecumhabito." 

His conceit was obfcure to me which painted « 
Savage of America pointing toward the Sun, with 
"Tibi accelTu, mihi decedu." 

Sir Philip Sidney, who was a long time Heir ap- 
parent to the Earl of Leicefter, after the faid Earl 
had a Son born to him, ufed at the next Tilt-day 
following "Speravi" daihed through, to (hew his 
hope therein was daflied. 

He fignitied himfelf to be revived with gracious 
favour which made the Sun (hjning upon a withered 
free, but new blooming, with this, *' His radiis 
rediviva virefco." 

The late Earl of Effex took a Diamond only 
amidn his Shield, with this about it, •' Dum *■ 
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minuis," Diamonds, as alt know, are impaired 
while they are fafliioned and pointed. 

Sir Henry Lea, upon fome Aftrological confide- 
ration, ufcd, toheriaieMajefties Honour, rhc whole 
coniiellation of Ariadne's Crown culminant in her 
Nativity, with this word, " Coelumque folumque 
bcavit." 

A Tetled confcience did he ihew, which made a 
Halcyon hovering againit the wind, with " Conrtans 
contraria fpernit." The Fiihers do fay that when 
it is dead and hanged up it turneth the belly always 



5 the 



ind. 



: cafting his horns, with 
' him, and under him, 



exprelTed by him, 

■ne light, the other 



e Tilt, to (hew 



He might feem to be in fome hard diftrefs which 
carried a Viper upon his hand, with this word over- 
written, "Mors, vel morfus." 

He might feem to reach at fome of Vulcan's 
Orders which made a Bu 
" Inermis deformis" 01 
" Cur doient habentes." 

It was fome loving c 
which bare two Torches, the o 
out, with "Estinguor a fimili." 

Another prefenting himfelf ai 
himfelf to be but young in thefc fervices, and rc- 
folving of no one Imprefs, took only a white (hield, 
as all they did in old time that had exploited nothing, 
and in the bafe point thereof made a painter's penlii 
and a little Hiell of colours, with this Spanifti word, 
" Hazed meque quires," id eji, " Make of me what 
I you will/' 

[ At that time one bare a pair of fcales, with fire 
in one balance and fmoke in the other, thereby 
written, " Ponderare, errare," 

The fame day was born by another many flies 
about a candle, with "Sic fplendidiora petuntur." 

In another fliield (if I am not deceived) drops 
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fell down into a fire, and there- under was writtra, 
" Tamcn non extinguenda." 

The Sun in another (hJeld did feem to caft 

raycs upon a Star, partly ovet-£hadowed with ■ 

cloud, and thereby was fct down, " Xantum quiiy 

r, folded and fealed up, fupertcnbci 
" Lege et relege," was born by another, and thil 
laft I refer to the Reader's confiderarion. 

Confident was he in the goodnefs of his caufc. aal 
the Jultice of our Land, who only pi<aured Jufti._ 
with her Ballance and Sword, and this being ai 
Anagram of his Name, " Dum ilia, evincam." 

For whom alfo wasdevifedby his learned Friend, 
Pallas'sdefenfive Shield, with Gorgon's head there- 
on, in refpedl of his late Sovereign's moft gracious 
Patronageof him, with this Anagrainmaticai word, 
*' Nil malum cui Dca." 



Epitaphs. 

? REAT hath been the care of burial a 
fince the hrd times, as you may fee bv 
the examples of Abraham, Jacob, Joleph, 
Jolhua, the old Prophet in Bethel, and 
Tobie ; and alfo by that in holy Seriptures : " Mor- 
tuo ne deneges gratiam." The Jews anointed rhe 
dead bodies, wrapped them in fyndon, layed them 
in covered fepulchres hewed out of tlone. The 
Egyptians embalmed and filled them with odorife- 
rous fpices, referving them in glafs or coffins; the 
AlTytians in wax and honey ; the Scythians carried 
about the cleanfed carkafes to the friends of the de- 
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■ ccafed for forty days with folemti banquets. And 
that we may not particulate, the Romans (o far ex- 
ceed in funeral honours and ceremonies, with oint- 
ments, images, bonetires of moil precious woods, 
facritices, and banquets, burning their dead bodies, i 
until, about the time of Theodotius, that Laws were ' 
enacted to reftrain the excefs. Neither have any 
negledted burial, but Tome favage Nations, as Bac- 
trians (which caft the dead to their dogs), fomevarlet 



ich defired to be de- 
e Courtiers, as Me- 






Philofopers, as Diogt 

voured of filhes ; fome diiiblul 

cenas, who was wont to fay : 

" Non tumulom euro, Tepelit n 
As another faid : 

I" Dc terra in terram, & quaevis ( 
Yea, fome of cfpecial note amongft us, negleiling 
the laft duty, either upon afparingor a precife humour, 
are content to commit to the Earth their Parents, 
Wives, and the neareft unto them in Unebrii, with 
little better than Sepulchra afimrum. As for thofe 
which philofophically dillike monuments and memo- 
rials after their death, and thofe that affect them; I 
think, as Pliny did, fpeaking of Virginius and Apro- 
nius, that both of them do ambitiouHy march with 
like paces towards glory, but by divers ways ; thefe 
openly, in that they defire due titles, thofe other 
covertly, in that they would feem careleily to con- 
emn them. 
But among all funeral honours. Epitaphs have 
I always been mod refpedtive, for in them love was 
; (hewed to the deceafed \ memory was continued to 
pollerity, friends were comforted, and the reader 
, put in mind of humane frailty. 

The invention of them proceeded from the prefage 
or forefeeling of immortality implanted in all men 
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naturally, and is referred to the Scholars of LiauS, 
who iim bewailed their Malter, when he was lliin, 
in doleful verfes, then called of him j^Iinum, aftei- 
ward Epitaphia, for that they were firll Tung it 
burials, after engraved upon the fepulchres. 

It were needlefs to fct down here the Laws oi 
Plato, that an Epitaph fhould be comprifcd in four 
vcrfcs ; or of the Lacedemonians, who rcferved this 
honour only to Martial men and chaft women; or 
how the moft ancient {efpecially Greek) were 
written in Elegiac verfe, after in profe. 

How monuments were crefled moft urually along 
the high -way- fide, to put palTengers in mind that 
they are, as thofe were, mortal. 

How fuch as violated fepulchres were punifhcd 
with death, banifhment, condemnation to the myncs. 
lofs of members, according to circumftance of fact 
and perfon, and how facred they were accounted. 

In which regard I cannot but give you the words 
out of the " Novella leges Valentin, AuguUi, De 
fepulchris," titulo S> which are worth reading; 
" Scimus, nee vana Rdes, ^^ folutas membris animas 
habere fenfum, & in originem fuatn fpirituin redtr« 
corlcftem, hoc libris vetcris fapienti^, hoc religionis 
quam veneramur & colimus, declaratur arcanis. Et 
licet occafus neceflitatem mens dlvina non fcntiai, 
amant tamen animse fedem corporum reliiiorum, i 
nefcio qua forte rationis occultx fepulchri honors 
Ixtentur : cuius tanta permancat cura temporibus, 
ut videamus in hos ufus fumptu nimiu pretiofa mon- 
tium mcialla transferri, operofafque moles ccnfu 
laborante componi. Quod prudentium certe in- 
tclligentia recufaret, ft nihil crcderet efie port mor- 
tem. Nimis barbara eH & vefana credulitas, munus 
extremum luce carentibus invidere, & dirutis per 
inexpiabile crimen fepulchris, monltrare coelo eorum 
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reliquias humatorum." Againft which I cannot 
without grief remember how barbaroufly and un- 
chriftianly fome not long fince have offended ; yea, 
fomc Mingendo in palrios c'mcrts^ which yet we have 
fecn ftrangcly revenged. 

I could here alfo call to your remembrance how 
the places of Burial was called by St- Paul Semi- 
natio, in the refpecl of the affured hope q( Refur- 
rctiion ; of the (Jreeks, Coemiterion, a sa ileeping- 
place until the Refurredion ; and of the Hebrews, 
"The Houfe of the living," in the fame refpeflas the 
Germans call Church-yards until this day "God's 
alter" or " God's field." And in the like fence 
Tombs werenamedRequietoria,Ofruaria,Cineraria, 
*'DomuSKtern3e,"&c.,asyou mayfeein old Infcrip- 
tions at Rome, and elfewhere, which Lucian fcof- 
fingly termed Camps and Cottages of Carkafes. 

Notorious it is to all how the fame Lucian bring- 
cth in Diogenes laughing and out-laughing King 
Maufolus, tor that he was fo pittifully preffed and 
crulhed with an huge heap of ftones under his 
ftately Monument Maufoleum,for the Magnificence 
accounted among the World's Wonders : But 
Monuments anfwerable to men's worth, ftates, and 
places have always been allowed, yet ftately Se- 
pulchres for bale fellows have always lien open to 
bitter Jefts,as that marble oneof Licinus the Barber, 
which one by the way of comparifon thus derided, 
with a doubt thereon, whether God regarded men 
of Worth. 

■' Marmoreo Licmus tumulo jacer, at Cato Parvo. 
Pompcius nullo, Ciedimus elTc Deos f" 

Whereunto another replyed with an aflurance, 
that God doth regard Worthy men. 

" Sixa prcmunt Licinum, vehit ilrum fami Calonem, 
Pompciuiii lituli. Creilimusi efle Dtos." 
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As for fuch as bury themfelves living, and !i^ 
they live to themfelves, when they live neither M 
themfelves, nor to others, but to their belly, e^k.^ 
and plcafurc, well worthy are they to have while ther 
livethatEpitaphwhichSeneca devjfcdfor Vatta,theit 
fellow, to be infcribed upon his houfe, " Hie fitus e* J 
Vatia," and no memorial at all when they arc dea^ J 

It is not impertinent to note in one word, as dwj 
Ancient Romans began Epitaphs with D. M. 
JJiis manibui, D. M, S., /. f., Dih manihtts facm 
Hie fitus tji Hofpes^ as fpeaking to the reader. So wt 
and other Chriftians began them with Hie tifptitilwr. 
Hie jacet. Hie requirfcit^ Hie tumulatur ; in r rcnch. 
ley giji. Here licth ; and in latter time, according 
to ihe dodtrinc of the time, Ora pre, (^e.. Of jrour 
charity, ice. And now after the ancient manner, 
D. O. M. for Dea. Optima. Maximo. Pojfrriteli ■ 
Sgerum. Memarix Sacrum. Deo tff Pojhrl. Fin^m 
itf Hamri Saerum^ &e. 

Likewife as our Epitaphs were concluded wilha 
"On whofe foul God have mercy i Cujus anifn 
propitieturDeus;"Godfend him a joyful refurreaioBi 
Sic. fo theirs with, Hec Motiumtntum pofutl •otlfeti 
in thefe letters, M. P. M. F. in the behalf of him tfau 
made the Monument. With yalt, vali^ Cs* Sain 
anima, nis ea online, quo natura jujferit fequimur. Witb*fl 
H. M, H. N. S. for Hoc mmumentum hieredet nm\ 
fiquitur. When they would not have their heini 
emiombed therein, with Rogo per Deoi fuperas mff\ 
mfqi'e ojfa nojira ne vloles. And itioft commonly with 1 
Sil tilii terra levis, in thefe notes, S. T. T, L. And ] 
fometime with ^uietem po/ieri non invideant. 

But, omitting this difcourfe, 1 will offer unto your ] 
view a number of choice Epitaphs of our nation for I 
matter and conceit, fome good, Tome bad, that you L 
may fee how learning ebbed and (lowed: moftofl 
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them recovered from the injury of time by 
And will begin with that at Rome, as moft 
creiled to the memory of a Britain, who after the 
manner of the time took a Roman name. "M. 
Ulpio Jufto. O. fig. Aug. militavit. an. xxv. vixit. 
xlv. natione. Britto. fee. M. Ulfius. refpedtus. veh. 
Aug. amico Optimo de febene merenti. " 

Arthur, the valorous upholder of the ruinous ftate 
of Britain againft the Saxons, about the year 500, 
was buried (ccretly at Glaftenbury, left the enemy 
Ihould offer indignity to the dead body, and about 
700 years after, when a grave was to be made in the 
Churchyard there, a llone was found between two 
Pyramides deep in the ground, with a crofs of lead 
infixed into the lower part thereof, and infcribed in 
the inner fide of the crofs in rude Charadters, which 
the Italians now call GotiQi letters, "Hie jacet 
fepuitus inclytus Rex Arturius in infula Avalonia." 

Under which, in a trough of Oak, were found his 
bones, which the Monks tranHated into the Church 
and honoured them with a tomb, but difhonoured 
him with thefe hornp'pe verfes :' 

" Hie jacei Armriis flos tegum, gloria rcgni, 
Qurin monim probilas commcndat laude pcrcnni." 

Auguftine, the firft Arch-bifliop of Canterbury, 
who firft preached Chrift to the Englifh nation, 
converted the Kentifh-mcn,and revived Chriftianity 
in this Ifle, which flourifhed among the Britains 
many years before his coniing, was buried at Can- 
terbury in St. Peter's Porch, with this Epitaph: 

' Hornpipe ■vixfei.—T\\\i phrafe refers to an old Englilh 
mufical inltrumcnc. romewhat dlHereni from the bagpipe, and 
much in favour ait an accompaniment to the ruftic dance flill 
known ai a " hornpipe." See Way's " Promp. Parv, Cam. 
Soc. voc. Comufc and Hompypc." " Hornpipe verfes" ate, 
therefore, tvde unpolithed verlet. 
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** Hie requiefcit dominus Auffuftinus Doralicr- 

nenfis Archicpifcopus primus, qui olim hue a boto 

Gregorio Romanae urbis Pondfice dire6lus, Sc a Deo 

operatione miraculorum fuffultus, ^thelbertui 

regem, ac gentem illius ab idolorum cultu ad Chrifli 

fidem perduxit, & completis in pace diebus officii fin, 

defun£lus eft fepdmo Kalendas Junias, eodem rege 

resnante." 

In the fame place were interred the fix fucceeding 

Arch-biihops, for whom and Auguftine, making the 

feventhy were thefe verfes, as common to them all, 

written on the wall with this dde : as I find them 

in Gervafius Dorobernenfis : 

" Septem primae ccclefiae Anglorum columns. 

Auguftinus, Laurentius, Mellitus, Juftus, Honorius, Deus- 

dedit, Thcodorus." 
Septem funt Anglis primates ic protopatres, 
Septem refiores, coelo feptemque triones, 
Septem cifternse vitae, feptemque lucernae, 
£t feptem palms regni, feptemque corons, 
Septem funt ftellae quas haec tenet area celiac/^ 

But Theodore, the laft of the 7, which firft taught 
Greek in England, and died in the year 713, had 
this feverally infcribed upon his tomb : 

** Scandens alma novae foelix confortia vitae 
Civibus Angelicis jun6tus in arce poli.*' 

Cedwall, King of the Weft Saxons, went to Rome 
in the year 689, and there being baptized, renounced 
the world, ended his life, and was buried, with this 
Epitaph : 

** Culmen, opes, fobolem, pollentia regna, triiimphcs, 

Exuvias, proceres, moenia, caftra, lares, 
Quxque patrum virtus, & quae congeflerat ipfe, 

Cadwal armipotens liquit amore Dei.'* 

With fome more, which you may fee in Paul us 
Diaconus and Beda. 

King Eadgar, furnamed the Peaceable, the great 
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Mtron and favourer of Monks, deferved well, for his 
tbundation of fo many Abbies, this Epitaph : 
Vutor opum, riniJeit rcelenim, largllor honorum, 
Sccplrigcr Eadgarus rcgna iupema petit. 
nic alter Salomon, legiim pater oibila pacis, 

Quod caruit btUis, claruit inde magii. 
TempJa Deo, templis monachos, monachis dedit agros; 

Ncquitix lapfiim, ju lilt ixq tic locuin. 
Novil enim regno vcrum perquiicre talfo ! 
Immenlum modico, perpctuumque bresi," 
To the honour of King Alfred, a godly, wife, and 
warlike Prince, and an efpecial advancer oflearning, 
was made this, better than that time commonly 
afforded : 

" NobilitSB innata libi, probitatis honorem 
Amiipotens Alfrede dedit, probilafque laborcm, 
PerpetuuTnque labor tlomcn : cui mixta dolori 
Gaudia lemper crane : fpes letnper mixta limori. 
Si modo vifior eras, ad cmftina belli pavebis ; 
Si modo vi^us eras, in craltiaa bella parabas. 
Cui velvet fiidore jugi, cui iicca eruore 
Tinfta ju^i, quantum fit onus tcgnare probanint. 
Noil fuit immenfi quilquam per climati mundl, 
Cui tot in adverfis vcl rcfpirarc liretct : 
Nee tamcn aut fetro contritus ponere fcrrum, 
Aut gladio potuit vitse finilTc labores. 
Jam poil tranfaftos vit* rcgnique labores, 
Chriftiis ei fit vera quic, & Vila ptrcnnia." 

It is marvellous how immediately after this time 
llearningdecayed in this Kingdom, for John Erigena, 
s Scotus, favoured of Charles the Raid King of 
France, and the forefaid King Alfred, for his learning, 
when he was llabbed by his fcholars at Malmefbury, 
was buried with this rude, rough, and unlearned 
verfe : 

" CbudLtur in tumulo Sanflus SophiHa Johannes, 

Martyrio tandem Chrifti confcendere regnum 
Quo meritis, regnani fan^i per fecula cunfli." 
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On the tomb of Saint Edward the Confcffc^ 
Weftminfter, is this epitaph. 

" Omnibus infignii virtutum lauilibut hero« 
Sanflus Eilwardus Confcflbr, Rex vci>iMaj>diu, 
Quinto die Jam moritm liiper a-thrra rcandit. 
Surruin Corda. Morilur, 106;.'* 

This religious and good King died at Weftmioft^l 
the Chamber wherein he died yet rcmatneth ^ clofc | 
to Sir Thomas Cotton's houfe. He built a guodli ' 
houfe in ElTex, which he called Have-he- ring, » 
much to fay, as take the Ring (for he in the Suoo 
was the^ in our now Englilh) in this place he tooi 
great delight, becaufe it was woody and folitary.fil 
for his private devotions. I cannot juftihc that re- 
port, how when he was hindred and troubled in fait 
praying by the multitude of finding Nightingate, 
earncitiy deftred of God their abfence, (ince which 
lime never Nightingale was heard to (ing in the Park, 
but without the pales many numbers, as in other 
places ; yet this is reported for a truth by the inha- 
bitants at this day.' 

Concerning that name of Havering, from taking 
the Ring, the Hiitory is commonly known, which 
is, how King Edward, having no other thing to give 
an aged Pilgrim, who demanded an alms of him here 
in England, took ofThis Ring from his linger, and 



' Why holy men lliould have entertained lb Itrong an avcr- 
fion (a the Itrains of Philomel is not very ealily nplained j 
Sir Thomas a Beckct curfed the nighlingaks of Otford Park, 
in Kent) and a certain reclule nl St. Leonard's Forc({, in 
Suflex, did the lame thing in hin locality. See Lambarde'i 
" Peramb, of Kent," Borde's " Boke of Knowledge," " Re- 
trofpeflive Review, N.S." Vol. a. p. 158, Nor does ihU an- 
tipHtby appear to be limited to the facetdotal order, for 
recently we have heard of a SulTex gentleman {gtntU- 
quotha 1) who has Ihol all bis nightingale! ' ' 
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gave it him, which Ring the faid Pilgrim from Hie- 
rufalem, or I wot not from whence, delivered to 
certain Engliflimen, and willed them to deliver the 
fame again unto their K.ing, and to tell him it was 
Saint John the Evangelift that he gave it unto, and 
who now fent it again, and withal to tell him upon 
fiich a day he (hould dye, which was the day above 
written. The credit of this ftory 1 leave to the firft 
Author, and the Legend ; but if at any time you go 
through WeftminlterCloyfter into the Deans yard, 
you (ball fee the King and Pilgrim cut in ftonc over 
the gate ; but this by the way. 

And from this time learning fo low ebbed in Eng- 
land, that between Thames and Trent there was 
fcant one found which could underhand Latin, and 
that you may perceive when as Hugolin, Treafurcr 
to King Edward the Confeflbr, had thefe moft filly 
vcrfes ingraven upon his monument, in the old 
Chapter-houfe of Weftminfter : 

•'Qui ruis injufte capit hie Hogoline locus te, 
Laude pia dares, quia martyribus nccc clarcs." 
But fliorrly after the Conqueft learning revived, 
as appeareth by thefe that follow, which were caft 
in a more learned mold ihan the former. 

King William, furnamed the Conquerour, for his 
conqueft of England, was buried at Caen in Nor- 
mandy, with this Epitaph difcovered in the late civil 
Wars of France, but mentioned in Gemeticenfis : 
" Qjii rexit rigidoa NormaninH, atque Britannos 

Audafttr vk'il. fortilcr obtinuit i 
El CenomanenleB viriute contiidit enfes, 

Imperlique liii Icgibus a|iplicuitt 
Rex Tiiagniis parvajacci hie Gulidmus in uma: 

Siifficit & magna parva domui domino. 
Ter replcm gr^dibus fe volverat atque diiobus 
Virginis in gremio Phcpbus, Se hic obiil." 
Upon Stigand, Arch-bilhop of Canterbury, de- 
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graded for his intrufion and corrupdon, I find Ab 
moft viperous Epitaph in an old Manuicript,wlBck 
feemed to proceed from the malice of the Norma 
againft him : 



<( 



Hie jacet Herodes Herode ferocior, hajm 
Inquinat inferaum fpiritas, ofla iblum.** 



William the Valiant, Earl of Flanders, grandcjuld 
to this King William theConquerour, (on to Robert, 
who, unhappy in his ftate, lofing the hope of hi$ 
Kingdom of England, and dying of a wound in his 
hand, was not altogether unhappy in his Poet, whid 
made him this Epitaph : 

" Unicus ille ruit, cujus non terga fagittaniy 
Cujus noflfe pedes non potuere fugam. 

Nil nifi fulmen crat, quoties res ipfa movebat 
£t fi non fulmen, fulminis inftar erar.'*^ 

King Henry the firft, for his learning furnamed 
Beauclerc, had this flattering Epitaph, as Poets could 
flatter in all ages : 

" Rex Hcnricus obit, decus olim, nunc dolor orbis 

Numina flent numen deperiifTe fuum. 
Mercurius minor eloquio, vi mentis Apollo, 

Jupiter imperio, Marlque vigore gemunt. 
Anglia quae cura, quae fceptro Principis hujus, 

Ardua fplenduerat, jam tcnebrofa ruit. 
Haec cum rcge fuo, Normannia cum Duce merces 

Nutriit haec pucrum, perdidit ilia virum." 

Whereas this dead King was fo divided that his 
heart and brains were buried in Normandy, and his 
body in England, thefe verfes were made by Arnulph 
of Lifieux : 

" Henrici, cujus celcbrat vox publica nomen, 

Hoc pro parte jacent membra fepulta loco. 
Quem ncque viventem capicbat terra, nee unus 

i)ef"unaum potuit conlepelirc locus. 
In tria partitus, (ua jura quibufque reftgnat 

Partibus, illuftrans fic tria rcgna tribus. 
Spiritui coelum : cordi cerebroque dicata eft 

Neuftria: quod dederat Anglia, corpus habet." 
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Of him alfo another compofed thefe, in refpefl of 
his peaceable government and the troubles which 
enfued under King Stephen, both in England and 
Normandy. 

" Angiin lugtal hine, Normannica gens fleat lUinc, 
Occidit Henriciw modo )ux, nunc l.ifhis utrique." 

Upon William, fon of King Henry the firft, and 
heir apparent of this Realm, drowned upon the 
coaft of Normandy, I have found this Epitaph ; 
" Abftulit hunc icrra: matri maris unda uoverca, 
Proh dolor 1 occubuit Sol Anglkus, Anglia plota : 
Quaique prius fiitras gemino radiati nilore, 
Extinflo nato vivas toiilcnta firtntt." 
But well it was with England in that he was fo 
prevented, which threained to make the Englifh 
draw the Plough as Oxen. [Hypodigma.J 

Mawd, daughter to the forefaid King, wife to Quctn 
Henry, the fourth Emperour, mother m King '*'*'■ 
Henry the fecond, who intituled herfelf Emprels 
and Augufta, for that flie was thrice folemnly 
crowned at Rome, as R. de Diceto teftifieth, and 
Anglorum Domina, becaufe flie was heir apparent 
to the crown of England, was very happy in her 
Poet, who, in thefe two fevcral verfes, contained 
her princely parentage, match, and ifl'ue: 

" Magna oriu, majorque viru, fed maxima parlu, 
Hie jaccl Hcnrici filia, fponla, parens," 
Alberic Vere, grandfather to the firft Earl of 
Oxford, and his fon William were buried together, 
jinao 1088, with this Epitaph at Colne, where he 
was founder and afterward Monk, as it is in the 
Annales of Abingdon Abby : 

" En pucr, en lenior, paler alter, fillus slter, 
Legem, fortunam, lerram vencre Tub unam." 
Which is not unlike to that of Conrad, the Em- 
perour, at Spires in Germany. 
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*' Filitis hiCy pater hie, ftviit hie, pRMvns jaoec ific" 

Thomas Becket, Arch-biQiop of CanCcilmij, 
flain in Chrift's Church at Canterbury at Chriftotf, 
had thefe Epitaphs, expreffing the caufe, the tiv, 
and place of his death, mam by his eipedal th 
vourcr : 

" Pro Chrilli fponfa, Chrifti Tub teffn|>orv, Cfarifti 

In templo, Chrifti verus aroator obit. 
Quinta dies natalis erat, flos orbis ah orbe 

Carpitur, & fru6lux incipit efle poll. 
Qpis moritur ? pneful. cur? pro grege. qualiter ? enie: 

Quando ? natali, quis locus? ara Dei/^ 

For Theobald of Bloys, Earl of Champainy Ne- 
phew to King Henry the Firft, Giraldus Cambrcn- 
fis, Bifhop of St. David's in Wales, made this : 

" lUe conies, Comes ille pius Theobaldus eras, quem 

Gaudet habere polus, terra carere doJet. 
Non hominem poHum, non audeo dicere numen : 

Mors probat hunc hominem, vita fiiifle Deuixi. 
Trans hominem, citraqiie Dcum : plus hoc, minus iftud, 

Ncfcio quis, neuter, inter utrumque fuit." 

Vitalis, Abbot of Weftminfter, which died in 
the time of the Conquerour, had this Epitaph : 

" Qui nomen traxit a vita, morte vocante 
Abbas Vitalis tranfiit, hicque jacet." 

And for Laurence, Abbot of the fame place, which 
died 1176, was made this, alluding to his Name : 

'* Pro mentis vitae dedit ifti Laurea nomen, 
Detur ei vitx laurea pro meritis.*^ 

Thefe two haply may find as much favour with 
fome, if one word do not prejudice, as that ancient 
one of Floridus fo highly commended : 

" Qiiod vixl flos ell, fervat lapis hie mihi nomen. 
Nolo Deos manes, flos mihi pro titulo/* 

Gervays de Bloys, bafe Son to King Stephen, 
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Abbot alfo of the fame Church, was buried 
with the forefaid in the Cloyftcr with this : 

" De Regum gencre patir hie Gcrvalius ecce 
Monllral dei'iin^uti, intits raptt omne genus." 

William de Albeney, Earl of Arundel and Butler 
to the King, was buried at Wimondham, which he 
founded, with this: 

" Hunt Pincenia locum fundavit, & hie jacet, ilU 
Qui d*dit hi.lc domul. jam ftne fine tenet/' 

That mighty Monarch King Henry the Second, 
which by his own right adjoyned Anjou, Main, and 
Tourain, by his wife Aquitain, PoyiSou, and by 
conqueft Ireland, to the Crown of England, and 
rummandcd from the Pyrene Mountains to the 
Orcades, was honoured with this Diflich, while he 
lived, containing his Princely praifes : 



" Nee lauden 



c honorc fuperbit. 



c ]zfu» Ixdit, nec di 

And after his Death with this Epitaph : 

" Rex Henricus eiam, milii plurima regna fubegi, 

MultLplidque laodo Duxque ComefquE fui. 
Cui Tatis ad votum non cITEnt omnia terne 

Climata, terra itiodo lufficit ofto pedum. 
Qui legis hzc, ptnfa diliTiinina morti^ Sc in me 

HumaiiE Ipeculum conditionis habt. 
Sutficit hie lumiilus, cui non futfecerat orbi^. 

Res brevis ampla milii, cui fuil ampli brevis." 

Rofamond the Fair, his Paramour, Daughter to 
Waiter, Lord Cliffbrd, and Mother to William 
Longfpee, the firft Earl of Sariibury, eternized by 
Mafter Daniel's Mufc, had this, nothing anfwerable 
to her beauty : 

" Hac jacet in nimba rofa mundi non Rofamunda, 
Non redolet, fed oiel, qui redolere folet." 

William Longfpee, Earl of Sarum, bafe Son to 
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King Henry the Second by this Lady, had an 
taph not unlike to that of his Mother : 

" Flos comitum Willidmus cognomioe Loogoi, 
£n(is vaginam coepit habere brerem/* 

For Rhees ap Gruffith ap Rhees ap Theodor, 
Prince of South Wales, renowned in his time, thefe 
Funeral Verfes were made, amongft others : 

" Nobile Cainbrenri& cecidit diadema decorin. 

Hoc eft, Rhefus obiit : Cambria tota gemit. 
Subtrahitur, fed Don morirur, quia fcmpcr habetur 

Ipfius cgregium nomcn in orbe novum. 
Hie tcgitur, led detcgitur, quia fama perennis 

Non finit illuftrem voce latere ducem : 
Exceflit prubirate modum, fenfu probitatem, 

Eloquio reni'um, moribus eloquium." 

The Glory of that Magnanimous and Lion-like 
Prince, King Richard the Firft, renowned for his 
Conqueft of Cyprus, the King whereof he took and 
kept in fetters of filver, and for his great exploits 
in the Holy Land, ftirred up the Wits of the bcft 
Poets in that Age to honour him with thefe Epi- 
taphs which follow, when he was flain in viewing 
the Caftle of Chaluz in Limofin : 

" Hie Ricarde jaces, fed mors fi cederet arinis, 
Victa timorc tui, ccdcret ipfa tuis." 

Another alfo writ of him : 

" Iftius in inortc pcrimit formica leonem : 
Proh dolor ! in tanti funere, mundus obit." 

An Englifh Poet, imitating the Epitaph made of 
Pompey and his Children, whofe bodies were buried 
in divers Countries, made thefe following of the 
Glory of this one King divided in three places bv 
his Funeral : 
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Vifccra Cariolum, corpus fons fervat Ebraudi, 
£t cor Rothomagum, magne Richarde, tuum. 
In tria dividitur unus, qui plus fuit uno : 
Non uno jaceat gloria tanta loco/* 
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At Font-Everard, where his body was entcrred 
with a gilt Image, were thefe fix excellent Verfes, 
written in Golden Letters, containing his greateft 
and moft glorious Atchievements ; as his Viflory 
againft the Sicilians, his conquering of Cyprus, the 
finking of the g-eat Galeaffe of the Saracens, the 
taking of their Convoy {which in the Eaft parts is 
called a Carvana), and the defending of Joppe in 
the Holy Land againlt them : 



Laiis tua prima luit Siculi, Cyprus altera, Drorno 

Tcrtia, Carvana quarla, fuprema Jope. 
Suppreffi Siculi, Cyprus pefliindata, Dromo 
Merllis, Carvana capla, retenla Jopc.*' 
But fharp and fatyrical was that one Verfe which. 
by alluding, noted his taking the Chalices from 
Churches for his ranfome, and place of his death, 
which was called Chaluz ; 

" Chrille (ul calic» prxdo, tit prxda Caluzix." 
Savaricus, Biftiop of Bath and Wells, 2 (lirring 
Prelate, which laboured moft for the redeeming 
King Richard, when he was captive in Auftria, and 
is famous in the Decretals [lib. 3, lit. go, Nmlt 
'lU)^ had this Epitaph, for that he was always gad- 
ding up and down the World, and had little reft : 
" Hofpcs etat mundo per mnndiim feniptr cundo ; 
Sic fuprema dies, fit (ihi prima quies." 

And the like in late years was engraven upon the 
Monument of Jacobus Triulcio, a Mihtary man of 
the fame metal, as Lodovic Guicciardin reporteth : 

" Hie monuus requicfcil femL-l, 
Qui vivus requievit nunquam." 

But Similis, Captain of the Guard to Adrian the 
Emperour, when he had pafled a moft toylfome 
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life, after he had retired himfelf from fervice and 
lived privately feven years in the Country, acknow- 
ledged that he had lived only them (even years, as 
he caufed to be in(cribed upon his Monument, 

thus: 

*' Hie jacet Similis cujus xtas multorum annonim fuit. 
ipie ieptein duntaxat annos vixit.** 

It may be doubtful whether Wulgrine the Or- 
ganic was fo good a Mufician as Hugh, Archdeacon 
of York, was a Poet, which made this £pitaph for 
him : 

** Tc, Wulgrine, cadente cadunt vox, organa, cantus, 

£t quicquid gratum gratia vocis hahet. 
Voce, lyra, modulis, Syrenes, Orphea, Phoebum 

Unus tres poteras aequiparare tribus. 
Si tamen illorum non tallet fama locorum. 

Quod fueras nobis, hoc en's Ely His. 
Cantor eris, qui cantor eras, hie charus & illic. 

Orpheus alter eras, Orpheus alter eris." 

Upon one Peter, a religious man of this Age, I 
found this : 

** Petra capit Petri cineres, aniinam Petra Chrillus. 
Sic fibi divifit utraque petra Petrum/' 

Upon the death of Morgan, bafe Son of King 
Henry the Second, was made this Epitaph, alluding 
to his Name in that alluding i^ge: 

** Larga, Benigna, deccn*;, jacet hie ftirps regia, moriim 
Organa Morgan© frac^a jaccntc, filtnt." 

King King John, a Great Prince, but unhappy, had 

thefe Epitaphs bewrawing the hatred of the Clergv 
toward him : 

" Hoc in farcophago fepelitur Regis imago, 
Qiii moriens multuni fedavit in orbe tumultum, 
Et cui connexa dum vixit probra manebant, 
Hunc mala pofl moitem timor ell ne fata fequantur. 
Qiii legis hapc mctucns dum ccrnis te moriturum, 
Dilcito quid rerum pariat tibi meta dierum." 
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Bui this was maft malicious, and proceeded Trom 
a viperous mind: 

" Anglia ficDt adhiic fordct forlore Johannis, 
SorilJda fttdaluT, Iccdante Jolianne, gchenna." 
In the time of King Henry the Third they began 
to malcc Epitaphs, as they calf it now, out of Propria 
qua maribus, as fome do in our Age ; but among 
them this was fhort and good for William, Earl of 
Pembroke and Marlhal of England, buried in the 
Temple Church ; 

" Sum qucm Salurnum Cbl fcnlil HibemEs, Solcm 
Anglia, Mercurlum Normannia, Gallia Manem." 
And this was not bad for Richard de Clare, Ear! 
r of Gloceller and Hertford, which died Anno i6c2 : 
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Isgena, fenfus Viyffis, 



1 doubt not but this Rythme of Simon Monfort, 
Earl of Leicefter, llain at Evertiam, found favour 
in that Age, as the Earl himfelf, who was fo followed 
by the people that he durft confront his Sovereign 
King Henry the Third, and as the Epitaph doth 
imply, was the peerlefs man of that Time for 
Vaiour, Perfonage, and VVifdom ; 

" Nunc danlur falo, cafuque tadunt iteralo, 
SLmont; liibhto. Mars, Paris, atque Cato." 
Upon a Gentleman as fome think named None, 
buried at Wimondham, who gave nothing to the 
religious there, was made this : 

" Hie fitu! tft NuUus, quia nullo nullior ifte ; 
Et quia nullus cral, dc nullo nil lib! Chnftt."- 
Excellent is this, which I found in the Book of 
Wimondham, for Pope Lucius born at Luca, Bifliop 
of Oftia, Pope of Rome, and dying at Verona : 



Onia, Papalu 



it lui-cni liM Luci, Ponlifica 




Im 






Ifyuu will fee an old Dean named Haoio SoU 

retcmbled to the twelve Sons of old Father Annus, 

which had every one (as Cleobiilus was wont Oil 

call them) thirty Daughters, fume fair, Ibme foid. 

all dying, and never dying, read this £pitaph : 

" Panicipac Tncnfis dotes cujulllbet Hamo. 

Circumrpt^ui er>l ut Janu^, Crimina puenani 

Ut Februui, veterana novanii ut Maniui ^ft, 

Semiiia produccni ut Aprills, flare corufcans 

Ut Majus, facie ptiadFR^ ut Juntas, intus 

Fcnrrni ut Julius, Trugii matunis adalta, 

Meflbr ul Augulius, taM;undant horm more 

Sepicmbris, repleni wino cellaria more 

Oftobris, paftor pccudum fed Ipiritualii, 

More Novembris; epulaior dapfilis inllar 

Omne Deccmbrls habct, hiemali pclic quicfcens.** 

Another, playing upon the name Hamon, 

this for him : 

" Olim pifcator homirum, qiiafi pifcis ab hamo 
Mortis Captus hamo, celebrat convlvia ritx." 

But witty was this ; whereas he died in a Leap- 
year upon the Leap-day, accounted fo unhappy a daf 
of the Romans, that Valentinian the Emperourdud 
not peep out in that day : 

" Hamo Dccane jacrs, toto Tiigit exul ab anno 
■ ■ - -..luravideredin." 



made 



Verily he was a man of fome good note in that 
time, for I find another of him alluding alio to this 
Leap-day : 

" Nulla dies anni ni(i bllTexlilis, Sc anni 
Judicio damnata lui, nee fubdita tncnli, 
Sed noflis lux inftar etat, lux nefcia lucls, 
Et lux exincns inter luces, quafi bubo 
Inter avcs, hujus poterat condudcrc vitam 

js hac privare lucema." 
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Alexander Necham, a Rreat learned man of his 
^e, as appeareth by his Books De divina fapltntite 
autiibuSy was buried in the Cloifter at Worccftcr 
nth this, but dcferved a better ; 

" Edlprim palitur Capiemia 1 Sol {t\ie\hur; 
Qui dum vivebat, ftudii genus omne vigelut: 
"■' '" inert* Necham, cul li foret hpere* 

i, minus cfTci flebile Tumis." 

A merry mad maker, as they call Poets now, was 
he which, in the time of King Henry the Third, 
made this for John Calf: 

•' O Dcui oinnipolini Viiiili mifercrc Joannis 
Quem moTi pncveiiicns noluit efli bovem." 
Which in our time was thus paraphrafed by the 
Tranflatour ; 

'• All ChriHian men in my behalf. 

Pray for the bul ol Sir John Calf. 

O cruel death, as riihtle a> a Fox, 

Who would not let thii Calf live till he had been an Oie, 

That be might have calcn both brumbies and thornt, 

And when he came to his father's years might have worn 

Robert de Courtney was buried at Ford, as ap- 
peareth by the Regifter of that place, 1242, under a 
ftatcly Pyramis ; who, whether he was defcended 
from the Earls of Edella or from Peter the Son of 
Lewis the Grofs, King of France, had but this bad 
Infcription, which I infert, more for the honour of 
the Name than the worth of the Verfe : 

" Hie jacet ingenui de Courtney gleba Robcrti, 
Militih egregii, virtutum tauilc relerli. 
Quem genuit ftcenuui Reginaldus Court emenfis. 
Qui ptoter exirnius fuerat tunc Devonienlis." 

A Monk of Durefme bufied his brain in nicking 
out thefe nice Verfcs upon the death of W. de La- 
march, Chancellour of England under King John : 
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King 
Hcnrv 
the 
Third. 



1 

l-tis,. 

J 



" laudes pompalqiM fid « 
fi me penfftrc veli > 

memores iiiper oanti fi ' 
non parcit honore poti 
fimilis fueram ben^ id 

^ ad me cunendo veni 



t& 



4.06 

** Culmina qui cupi 
£il frdata (i 
Qui populos regi 
Quod mors immi 
Vobis prxpofi 
Quud i'um vas eri 

William de ValentU, commonly called Vakm, 
Earl of Pembroke, and half Brother to King Hen) 
the Third, from whom the Earls of Shrewfbiirr, 
Kent^and others aredefcended,is intombed at Wei- 
minfter, with thefe rank Rythmes : 

*' Anclia tota doles, moritur quia rcgia pn>les, 
Qua norere ibles, c^uam continet infima moles : 
Guilelmus nomen inflgne Valenria praebet 
Celfum cognomen, nam tale dari fibi debet. 
Qui valuit validus, vincens virtute, valore, 
£t placuit placido fenlii, morumque vigorc.*' 

Robert Grofteft, commonly called Robin Grof- 
head, Bifhop of Lincoln, a moft learned Prelate, re- 
ported by Matthew Paris to be a feverc reprover ot 
the Pope, a favourer of Learning, a fearcher of 
Scriptures, a Preacher of the VVord, and generaliv 
a man of great worth, commanded this only to be 
engraven over his Tomb : 

** Quis fim nofce cupis ? caro putrida, nil nifi vermis \ 
Quifqiiis es, hoc dc mc fit tibi fcire fatis." 

Rut upon his death this was written : 

** Rex dolct, ac regnum gemit, & flet Ang^lia tota 

Plebs plangit, gemitus ingeminare juvat, 
Qiiippe Groftedus Ipccnilum virtutis, alylum 

Juititiae, Regis anchora morte jacet. 
Non potcrit tamen ille mori, cui fama perorat, 

Laus loquitur, redolet fruflus, abundat honor : 
Unde dolens triftatur homo, canit Angelus inde, 

Unde ferenantur fidera pallet, humus/* 

King Henry the Third, a Prince more pious than 
prudent, lyeth buried in WeftminfterChurch (which 
he newly rebuilded), in a fair Monument ereSed by 
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k the Monks, and infcribed with thefc Monkifti 
Rythmes ; 

" Tertius Henriruii j^icet h\c pietiitl» amicus, 
Ecclcriam illam Uravlt, quam poll icnovavit. 
Rcddct ti munus qui rtgtiai trinus & unu»." 
Upon the Tomb of Dr. John Gekingale, fome- 
cime Bilhop of Chichefter, this is engraven, which 
[ fet here for rare correfpondency of the Rythm : 
" Tu moda qualis eris I quid mundi quxrii honom t 
Crimina deplores, in mc nunc le fpeculeris : 
En moR anie fores, quse clainiiat omnibus adfum 
In poenis palTum, pro me te cleprecor orcit." 
Which is the fame in fence with that at Geneva : 



lie vita truditur." 

Lewes de Beaumont that learned Biftop of Du- 
refme, who was preferred thereunto for his affinity 
unto the Queen, although he could not, with all his 
Learning, read this word Metropoliticc, at his Con- 
fecration, hut paiied it over with Salt pcur diSl ; 
fwearing by St. Le*es that they were dil'courteous 
which fet down f" many hard words in the ordering 
of Priefts, had this upon his Tomb in Durefme 
Church, where he was buried, 1333 : 

" De Bcllo Mont« jacet hie Lodovicui humatus, 
Nobilis ex fonte rtgum, Comitiimque creatus," &c. 

King Edward the Firft, a moft worthy and mighty ' 
Prince, the firft cftabliftier of the Kingdom of Eng- ! 
land, had affixed at the Altar of St. Edward, near 
his Tomb at Weftminlter, a large Epitaph in profe, 
whereof I have found only this fragment : 

. . . . " Abavuv autcm Sc triavusejusdilatanlet Imperia, Tub- 
jecerant fibi Ducaius & Conittatus. Edwardui vero patema- 
ruin magnifictntiarum amplius emulator exiftcns, Rcnicque 
lulium pcrornans in dypco & in haftn, Prineipatum Wallic 
truncatis ejus prinripibus, Lcolino & David, potcntilTime ad- 
ijuiiivii. Quinimo dominium Rcgni Scoliz, primo magni In. 
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iluftria cojiClii, deinde virtute hellomm viflariorilliine cH adcp- 
lu>. Nihilominiis Comitatibii^i Cornuhlx & Northfolkf (dil- 
ponenic ta cujus eft orbia ttrtx tc plenitudo ejus) ad manut 
Etiwardi mirabiliter devolutis, fiiis fuccefloribus amptifliinani 
reliqult mnlcriiin glorbndr. Ubicunque igirur Chriitui hibcc 
nomen, inter pnecellentiirimiH rtgn fidfliuin habeal Se Ed-;_- 
warduiihonorcni," 

I The famous King Edward the Third, which b 
Co great Vidtories over the trench, to the greaM 
Glory than goad of England (as fome fay), is 
tombed at VVeftminfter with this, when he I 

reigned fifty years : 

" Hie dccus Anglorum, flo-. reguin pnctcriturum, 
Fama fuiurorum, Rcx ileincns, pax nopulorum, 
Terciui Edvardus, rcguin complenit jubllxum." 

King Richard the Second, his Grandchild i 
SuccelTbur, who was depoied of his Kingdoi 
Henry the Fourth, had for his Kingdom a Tomb 
ereiSled at Wertminrter by King Henry the Fifth, 
with this rude glofing Epitaph : 

** P^udcn^ & nmndus Richardus jure Jecuodiu, 
Per ratuin vifius, jacct hie Tub mannore piflun 
Venut fetmone tuit, & pleniis rationei 
Carpore procenis animo prudcns ui Homerut. 
Ecclefiz favit, claios fuppcditavit, 
Qiicmvli proAravit regalia qui viollvit, 
Obrult hxrciicos, Sc earum Jlravit amicos 
O (-lemenK Chrilte, tibi dcvotus fiiit ide, 
Votii Baptiftsc falven quern protullc ille." 

Inhis time, Robert Hawley,a valiant Efquir 
murthered in Weftminfter Church in Service time, 

where he had taken Sandtuary, and is there buried 
in the place where he was tirft aflaulted, with thefe 
Verfes: 

" Me dolus, ira, turor, miiltomm mil 

In hoc gladio celebri pieMtis arylo, 
Dum Lcvila Dei rerinunH legit ad ai 



1 a Tomb 
the Fifth, 

A 

fquire.was'^^l 
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Prah dolor, ipfc meo Monachoruin iingulne vultuj 
Arperfi motions, choru« e» mibi leliis in zvum, 
Et me nunc retinet facer hie locus Hawie Robcrium, 
Hie quia pcftifcroE male lenfi priminis hoftei." 

famous is L. Siccinius Dentatus, who rerved in 
hundred and twenty battails : and glorious is 
;nry the fourth Emperour, who fought fifty-two 
Wttaiis : and likewife honourable ftiould the memory 
B of Sir Matthew Gounicy, our Countreyman, of 
»hofe houfe Sir H. Newton is defcended, which 
_ anded in battails, and was buried at Stoke 

' Hamden, in Sommerfet-fliire, with this French me- 
morial now defaced : 

" Iry gift le noble & valient Chevalir, Malieu de Gurnaj 
iadls lenelbhal ie landes & Capicayn du Chaftell d' Aquei pour 
noftre Bignior le Roy en la Duche dc Guien : qui en la vie lu 
ala battsile de Benemaziu, & ala apres a la Cege de Algetir 
Itir Ic Saniine;, & auxi a Ics batlaylcs dc Seleufc, de CreHy, de 
IngcnclTe, de Poyiers, de Naiara, &c. Obiit g6 xtalis, i& 
Scpiemb. 1+06." 

King Henry the fifth, who, as Thomas WalfinR- 
ham telHfieth of him, was godly in heart, fober m 
fpeech, fparing of words, refolute in deeds, provi- 
dent in counfel, prudent in judgment, modeft in 
countenance, magnanimous in aflion, conflant in 
undertaking, a great alms-giver, devout to God- 
ward, a renowned Souldier, fortunate in field, from 
whence he never returned without vitlory, was 
buried at Welfminfler ; and his picture was covered 
with filvcr plate, which was facrilegioufly flollen 
away, and his Epitaph defaced, which was but chefe 
two filly verfes : 



Hires Frame 



IS Conqueftor eorum. 



He that made this filly one for Sir John Wood- 
I cock, Mercer and Major of London, 1405, buried 
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in St. Albans in Woodftreet, thought he obfencJ 
both rime and reafon : 



'* Hie jacet in requie WoodccKk John Vir jrnieroius 

Major LondonisB, Mercenis valde moroliis. 

Hie jaret Tom Short hofc. 

Sine Tomb, fine Sheets, fine Riches, 

Qui vixit fine Gown, 

Sine Cloak, Hne Shirt, fine Breeches.*' 

Henry Chichely, although he was founder of All 
fouls' Colledge in Oxford and an efpecial furthertr 
of learning, was but little honoured by this unlearned 
Epitaph, 144.3 : 

" Pauper eram natus, poft Primas hie relevatus. 
Jam iiim proitratus, & vermibus efca paratus, 
Eece meum tumuluin/' 

His next fucceflbur, one John Kempe, happened 
upon a better Poet, who in one verfe comprehended 
all his dignities, which were great : 

Johannes Kempe. 
'* Bis primas, ter praelul erat, bis cardine funftus." 

For he was Biftiop of Rochefter, Chichefter, and 
London, Arch-biftiopof York, and then Canterbury, 
and Cardinal, firft Deacon, then Prieft. 

This that followeth is engraven about a fair tomb 
in a goodly Chappel adjoyning the Quire of Saint 
Maries Church in Warwick, being a worthy monu- 
ment of fo noble a perron,fmce whofe time, although 
but late, you may obferve a great change both of the 
heirs of his houfe, and the ufe of words in this 
Epitaph : 

" Pray devoutly for the foul, whom God allbiiy of one of 
the moft vvorlhipful Knights in his days of manhood and cun- 
ning, Richard Beauchamp, late Earl of Warwick, Lord Del- 
penfer of Bergevcnny, and of many other great JLordfhips, 
whofe body rcltcth here under this tomb in a full fair vault of 
ftone, fet in the bare rock. The which vifited with long fick- 
ncfs, in the Caftle of Rohan, therein deceafed full Chriltianly 
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the lafl day of April, In the year of our Lord God 14311, he 
being at liial time Lieu tenant general of Franci: and of the 
Diitcliy of Normandy, by funicient authoriiy of our Sove- 
raien Lord King Henry the fixlh. The vrhich body by great 
deliberalion and worfliipful conduft, by Sea and by Tand, 
vraa brougllt to Warnick rhe tburth of Dflober, the year 
ibovcfaid ; and wu laid with full folemn exequies in a tair 
Chcd made of Aone, afore [he Welt dore of ibis Chappel, ac- 
cording to his laEl Will and Teftament, therein to reft, till this 
Chippcl by him devifed in his life were made; the which 
Chappel, founded on the Rock, and all the members thereof 
his cicculors did fully make and apparail by the authority of 
his raid Un Will and Tellamenc. And thereafter, by the faid 
r authority, they did trantlate worfiiipfully the faid body into the 
- vault aforcfaid. Honoured be God therefore," 

[ His daughter, the Countefs of Shrewibury, was 
buried in Saint Faith's, under 5. Pauls at London, 
with this : 

" Here before the image of Ihefu lieth the worChipful and 
right noble Lady Margaret, Counteliof Shrewibury, {late witc 
of the true and vifforious Knight and redoubted warrioui, 
John Talbot, Earl of Shrewibury, which worftiipfiiUy dyed in 
Glen for the right of this land), the ArU daughter and one of 
the heirs of the right famous and renowned Knight Richard 
Bcaurhampe.late Earlof Warwick, which dyed in Roane; and 
of dame Elizabeth his wife, the which Elizabeth was daughter 
and heir to Thomas, late Lord Berkley, and on his fide, and of 
her mothers fide Lady Lifle and Ties j which Countels pafled 
from this world the xijii day of June, the yenr of our Lord 
1468, On whofe foul the Lord have merry." 

For that valorous Earl her hulband, the terrour of 
France, I have elfewhere noted his Epitaph ; and 
now in ftead thereof, I will give you to underftand 
that not long fince, his fword was found in the River 
of Dordon, and fold by a peafant to an Armourer of 
Burdeaux, with this infcription ; but pardon the 
, Latine, for It was not his, but hisCampingChaplain : 



nTalbotiM. IIII. C. : 



This inrcripti< 



r 
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Church at Roan in Normandy, for John Dute ot 
Bedford, and Governour of Normandy, (on to Kini 
Henry the fourth, buried in a fair plain monui&erii 
which, when a French Gentleman advifed Chirla 
the eighth French King tn deface, as beingamonu- 
ment of the Englifti vittories, he (kid : Let him reft 
in peace now he is dead, whom we feared while he 
lived. 

" Cy gill feu de noble memoire haul Be puirTant, priw 
lean en Ibn vivanc rcgtnl du Royaume de Francr, Due de 
Belhfort, pour Icqucl cli fonde one MeHc eflre par chafutt iow 
perpctucllcment celebrce en cell autd par le College da Cle- 
mcntins incontment aprcs prime : & trefpafla je i j Sepiemhn 

1455. Au quel 1 J jour femhl'ihlniienr fft fr,^^£ 1 . 

obit en celte cglice. Dieu fa 

Upon an ancient Knight Sir Jernegan, buried 
Crofs-legg'd at Somerly in Suffolk fome hundrti' 
years fince, is written : 

" Jcfus ChriH, both God and man. 
Save thy ftrvant Jetoegao," 

j„j Happy and prudent King Henry the 7. wha 

'^'y (lopped the ftreams of civil blood which fo lone 

overflowed England, and left a moft peaceable ftate 

to his pollerity, hath his magniAcal monumeiit it 

Weltminfter infcribed thus : 

" Scptitnus hie filus el^ Hcnricus, gloria reg-um 
CunCtorum itliu!> qui lempcftate hienint, 
Ingenio atque oplbus geltaru 



Acteffere q 



nignae. 



L 



iii honos, fades augu((a, heroica tonna : 

Jun^iquE ei Aiavit conjux pcrpulchra, pudica 

Et focunda fuit, fcelices prole parenlcs, 

Henricum quibus oflavum terra Angiia debei," 

Hie jacet Henricus, hujui nominis VII, Anglisc quondam 

, Edmund) Kichmundis Comitis lilius, qui die si Aug. 

creatui, (lalim poll apud Weltmonafterium jo OfVob. 

nno Oom, 1 48 5 j morilur dcinde xxi April. 
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This following I will note out of Hackney Church. 
that you may fee that the Clergy were not always 
anticipating and griping many livings, by this worthy 
man, which relinquilhed great dignities, and refufed 

" Chriftophorus Urfwicus Regis Hcrrici Septimi Elcimo- 
lynariui, vir Tua aetate clarus, lummaiibus alque inliiiiatibus 
juvia charus. Ad cxrcm^ reges undecie?i pro patrix Ifgatus. 
Dccanalum Eboracenlcm, Arrhidinconatum Richmundiae, 
Decaoatiim Windforia: habitoB viveni rcliquit. Epilropatuin 
Norwicenfcm obUtum recufavlt. Magnos honores (oia vita 
(pre»it, frugal! vita contentus, hie vivere, hie mori voluit. 
Plcnus annQrum obiit, ab omnibut dcfideraius. Funeria pom- 
pam ctiam teftamEmovEtuic. Hie lepultUK earn!) refurreflionem 
ID adventum Chrifti expcflat." 

" Obiil anno Chtifti inearnati 1511 Die ij 
Martii, Anno xtaiis lux 74." 
This Teftamentary Epitaph I have read in an old 
Manufcript : 

" Terrain terra regit, Dimon peccaia refuinal ! 
Res babeat Muiidua, fpiritus alia pElat." 
Thenamcof this defuma, as it were, enigmatically 
exprclTcd in this old Epitaph : 

" Bis fuit hie natus, pusr & bis, bii juvenifqiie. 
Bii vir, hifqut fenEX, bit doctor, bifqui lacenlos." 
In the Cathedral Church ofS. Paul's, in I.ondon, 
a ftone is infcribed thus, without name : 
" Non hominem afpiciam ultra. 
Obuvio. 
This man yet would not willingly have been for- 
gotten, when he adjoyned his Arms to continue his 
mcmoryi notunlike to Philofophers, which prefixed 
their names before their Treatifes of contemning 
glory. 

Another, lilcewife fuppreffing his name, for his 
Epitaph did fet down this goodly admonition : 

" Look, man, before t!i«, ho« tby death hallcth ( 
Look, min, behind thee, how iby life nallEthj 
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Look on thy right Gdc, bow death thee delircth ; 
Look on thy lett fide, hov> (in thee beguileth j 
Look, man, above thee, joys that ever (hail laft ; 
Look, man, beneath thee, the paina without rrft." 

The Abbot of S. Albans, which lieth burie(l_ 
there in the high Quire, fupprefled his r 
modcftly as any other, in this: 



"Hie 






I teeit. 



o folvens debitum, 

Cujus nomen non impolitum. 

In libto vitz fit inrcnptum.^' 

In the Cloifter on the North ftde of S. Paul's, noi 

ruinated, one had this infcription upon his Gravd 

without name: 

" Viii, peccavi, panitui, natune ceffi. 
Which is as Chriftian, as that was profane of tl 
Roman : 



King Henry the 8, who fubverted To manj^ 
Churches, monuments and tombs, lyeth inglorious 
at Windfor, and never had the honour either of the 
tomb which he had prepared, or of any Epitaph that 
I now remember. 

But his Brother in law. King James the fourth 
of Scotland, flain at Flodden, though the place of 
his burial is unknown, yet had this honourabl 
Epitaph : 

" Fama orbcm replet, mortem fora occulit : a 

Dclinc fcrutari quod tegat oDa folum : 
Si mihi dent animo nnn impar fata lepulchrum, 
Augulia eft (umulo terra Britanna meo." 
Queen Jane, who died in Child-birth of K.ing 
Edward the fixt, and ufed for her device a PhocniXi__ 
being her paternal Creall, had this thereunto alluiL 
ing for her Epitaph : 

" Pharix Jana jacet, nato Phtrnicc, dolendum 
Sxcula Phoenlces nulU lul'illc duos." 
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The noble Henry Earl of Surrey, Father to 
Thomas late Duke of Norfolk, and the right 

honourable and nobly learned late Earl of North- 
ampton, in the time of King Henry the eighth, firft 
refining our homely Englilh Poefie, among many 
other, made this Epitaph, comparable with the beft, 
for Thomas Clere, Efquire, his friend and follower, 
buried at Lambeth, 1545 : 

" Norfolk fprang thcc, Lambclh holds thee dead, 

CIcre of the county of Ckfemom, though high, 
Within the womb ot Ormond's rare thou bred. 

And fawefl thy cofir crowned in thy fight j 
Shelton For love, Surrey for Lord thou chale, 

Aye me, while life aid laft, that league was tender : 
Tracing whofc Heps thou fiweft Kelfall bjaie, 

Luurderl'ey burnt, and battered Sullen render. 
At Mutlrel gates, hopelcfs of all rectire, 

Thine Earl, half dead, gave in thy hand hi!> will : 
Which caule did thee this pining death procure. 

Ere fummers ftven times feven thou couldll fulfill. 
Ah, Clere, if love had booted care or coll. 

Heaven had not wonne, nor earth fo timely loft." 

The Duke of Suffolk and his brother, fons of 
Charles Brandon, which died of the fweat at Bug- 
den, were buried together, with this : 

■* Una fides vivas conjunxit, religio una. 

Ardor & in Hudiis unus, & unuii amor. 
Aliftulit hosfimul una dies: duo corpora jongit 

King Edward the fixth, although he had his k 
father's fate in having no fepulchre, yet he had the J' 
honour of a learned Elegy, compofed by Sir John 
Check, too long to be here inferted, and this diftich : 

■• Rex, Regis natu-. regum de(■u^, unJca regni 

Spclijue liilurquc lui, condilur hoc tumulo." 

The Earl of Devonfhire, Edward Courtney, 

honourably defcended from one of the daughters of 

King Edward the fourth, is buried at Saint An- 
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thonies in Padua, with this, which I fet down moR 
for his honour ihan the elegancy of the vcrfc; 

" Angiia quim ginuil, fueialc|ue habitura patrORuni, 

Corlcneum cclfa hxc contlnct area Dui-cni : 
Crediia taula nccii, rrgni alliiVata rupiUo, 

Rcginz optalum nunc quoque connubium. 
Cui rigni proccre* non conlfnl'cre Phillppo 

Reginam Regi jungerc polTe rati. 
Eiiropam iinile f'uit juvcni peragrare nct^elTe 

Ex quo mon mifcro conli^it ante diem, 
Angiia 6 plorat dcfunfto pnncipe tanco. 

Nil mirum. Domino deficit ilia pio. 
Scd jam Coiteneus cftlo fruiturque beaiis. 

Cum daleant Angli, cum fine Anc gemant : 
Corlcnci probitas igilur, prcHantia, noincn, 

Dujn Itabit hoc lemplum, vivida Icmpcr crunt. 
Anglisque hinc etiam ftabit, ftabuntque Britajinl, 

Conjugli optati fama perennia erit. 
Improba naliirz Icgn Libitina rcfcindens. 
Ex fctjuo juvencs p rare ipitai que fcnes." 
Walter Milles, who died for the profelfion of htl 
faith, as fome dy, made this Epitaph for hjtnfelf 
" Non prava impieia', auC aflx crimina vitjE 

Acmarunt holies in mca lata truces. 
Sola lidcs ChriDi facrif ligneta libclljs. 
Qui viii caiifa eft, eft roihi caufa necis." 
This man was not fo godly as he was impious (u 
it feemeth), who was buried in the night, without 
any ceremony, under the name of Menalcas, with 
this: 

'' Here lyeth Menaicas, as dead a-i a loggc. 
That lived like » divel, and died like a dog^i 
Here doth he lye, faid I ? then fay, I lye. 
For from this place he parted by and by : 
But here he made his defcent into hell. 
Without either book, candle, or bell." 
This may feem too fliarp, but happily it proceeded 
from fome cxulcerated mind, as that of Don Petro 
of Toledo, Viceroy of Naples, wickedly detorted 
out of the Scriptures : 



EPITAPHS. 



Qui propter 

A merry a 



IS Si noftram lalutem, defcendit id inferos." 

md wealthy Goldfmith of London, in 

ibis life-time, prepared this for his Graveftone, which 

U feen at S. Leonard's, near Foller-lane. 

"When the Bells be merrily rung, 
r And the Mafs devoutly lung. 

And the meat merrily eaten, 

Tlien ii Robert Traps, his wife and children quite forgotten, 

Wherefore Jhefu that of Mary fproni;. 

Set their Ibuls the Saints among ; 
I Though it be undeferved on their tide, 
I Let ihcm evermore ihy merty abide." 
I Doftor Caius, a learned Phyfician of Cambridge, 
' ajid a co-founder of Gunwel and Caius Colledge, 

hath only on his monument there : 



Which is as good as that of that great learned 
man of his profeflion, Julus Scaliger : 
" Scaligeri quod reliquuiu," 

But that which Cardinal Pool appointed for him- 
felf is better than both, as favouring of ChrifVian 
antiquity : 

" Depolltum Poll Cardinal is." 

This enfuing for Sir Nicholas Bacon, Lord Keeper 
of the great Seal is worthy to be read, both for the 
honour of the perfon, who was a moH wife Coun- 
cellour, and the rarenels of lambique verfes in 
Epitaphs (albeit this our age doth delight iat^iUi')- 
but as he faith, Afaios Iambus enectii, heat ionos. 

" Hie Niroiaum ne Baconum condilum 
Exillima ilium, tarn diu BritanaicI 
Rcgni fecunduro columen ; exitium malii, 
Bonis afylum, c*ca quem non extulil 
Ad hunc honorem Cors; fed xquitas, (ides, 
Oo^rina, pieta.', uni» &prudcntia. 
E E 




Fima Implct orbem, i 

H3C pofilum in atra t 

Ara dicata feippile 
The excellent Poet, George Buchanan, who i? 
thought to have made this, beftowed thefe 4 verfes 
aifo upon Mr. Roger Afcham, fometime Reader to 
Queen Elizabeth, and her Secretary for the; Larin 
tongue, one of the firft refiners of the Latin puriry 
amongft us : ^_ 

" Afcbamum eilinfhim patrisE, Gruzque Cani(EnK^,^^| 
Et Latlx vera cum pieiate dolcnt. ^^| 



Re modira, in mores dictrc fema ncquit." 

He alfo compofed this to the memory of that 

worthy Prelate and Champion of our Church, John 
Jewel, Bilhopof Sarifbury. 

" Juelle, maier (jueoi lulii Devonia, 

Nutrixque fovjl '"' " 



n Maria fe „ 

Virtus rcJtixic, Prailulcin fecit parens 
Etizabeiha dolia doftanim artium, 
Pulvis pufillus te fepulchri hie concegit. 
Quam parva tellus nomen ingens occuli 
W. Lambe, a man which dcfcrved well of tl 
City of London by divers charitable deeds, framed 
this for himfelf: 

" As I was fn be ye, 
Ai I am ye ihall be : 
That I gave, that I have. 
That I (pent, that I had 1 
Thus r end all my coft. 
That I left, that Ibli" 
All which Claudius Sccundus, a Roman, comai 
in thefe four words : 



I 



• Hie 
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Short, and yet a fufficienC commendation of M. 
3ands, was this : 

" Margareri Sanilcs, 
Dlgna hac luce diulurniore, 
Nili quod luce mellore dlgna." 
And anfwerable thereunto is this, for a Gentleman 
of the fame name : 

■• Who would live in olhers' breath > 
Fame ileceives the dead man's truft, 
When our names do change by death : 
Sands I was, and now am duft." 
Sir Philip Sidney (to whofe honour I will fay no 
more but that which Marofaid of Marcellus, nephew 
of Augullus, "Oftendunt terris hunc tantum fata, 
nee ultra Efle finunt ; " which alfo was anfwered by 
the Oracle to Claudius, the fecond Empcrour, of his 
brother Quintilius) hath this mod happily imitated 
out of French of Mons. Bonivet, made by Joach. du 

Ifiellay, as ii was noted by Sir George Buc, in his 
"Poetica." 
" England, Netherland, the Heavens, and (he Arts, 
The Souldiers, and the World hath made fix parti 
Of noble Sidney i tor who will fuppofe, 
That a fmall heap of ftones, can Sidney cnclofe I 
England had his hod^, for die il fed, 
Netherland his blood in her defence Hied : 
The Heavens have \\vi foul, the Arts have his fame. 
The Souldiers the grief, the World his good name." 
Upon the Golden Lion rampant in Gueles of the 
Houfe of Albenye, which the late Earl H. Fitz-Alan 
bare in his Arms, as receiving the Earldom of 
Arundel from the Houfe of Albenye, one compofcd 
this Epitaph : 

" Aureus ille leo (reliqui trepidaic liones) 

Nan in fangulneo nunc Itat ut ante folo. 

Nam leo de Juda vicit, viftoque pepercit. 
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In ihe Cloyfter of New Colledge m Oxford, tfait 
following is written with a coal, for one Woodgilt^ 
who bequeathed 200 pound to one, vvho would ngt 
beflow a Plate for his memorial ; 

" Heus Peri pate tice, 

Conde tibi tumuluin, ntc lide bsredis amori : 

Epitaphiumque com para, 

Mortuus eft, nee emit libris hnc veri>3 ducenlii. 

Woodgatus hie fepultus eft." 

Therefore the counfel of Diego dc Valles is goot 
who made his own Tomb at Rome, with this In* 

fcription : 

" Cetta dies nulli cfl, mors certa, Incena fequcDtum 
Cura : locet timiiilain ()ui fapit, ante fibj." 

A Gentleman falling off his Horfe, brake his nrck« 
which fuddain hap gave occafion of much fpeech of 
his former life, and fome in this judging World, 
judged the worft. In which refpett a good FrienJ 
made this good Epitaph, remembring that of Saint 
Auguftine, " Mifericordia Domini inter pontem k 
fontem." 

" Mjr friend judge not me. 

Thou fccft I judge not llicc : 

Betwixt the ftirrop and ihc ground, 

Mercy I alkt, merry I found." 

To the honour of Sir Henry Goodyer of Polel- 
worth, a Knight memorable for his vertues: 
afFedionate Friend of his, framed this Tetraftich: 



" An ill year of a Goodyer us bereft. 
Who gone to God, much lack of him here 
Full of good gilts, of body and of mind, 
Wife, comely, learned, eloquent and kind.' 



lefti 



Short and fufficient is this of a moft worthy 
Knight, who for his Epitaph hath a whole CoUedgA 
in Cambridge, and commanded no more 10 be io- 

fcrlbed than this : 
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" Vimite non ti. 
Mors mihi lucrum. 
Ic jacet Gualterui Mildmaf Miles, & uxor ejus. 
Iple obiic ultimo die Mali, t jSg. 
Ipla decimo lexto Martil, i $76. 
Reliquerunc duo> (illi»& tres lilias. 
KFundavit Collegium Emanuelis Caotabriglx. 
■ Moritur CanccTUriui & Subthclkurariui Scaccarii, & Regiz 
Majeltati a runfillis." 
Upon a young man of great hope, a Student in 
I Oxford, was made this : 

" Short was thy life 

Yet livcft thou ever : 
Death hath his due. 
Vet dyeft ihou never," 
Hitherto I have prefented to you, amongft others, 
all the Epitaphs of the Princes of this Realm which 
I have found ; and juftly blameworthy might I be, 
if I ihouid not do the fame honour to the Princes of 
our time. 

Queen Elizabeth, a Prince admirable above her 
Sex for her Princely Vertues, happy Government, 
and long continuance in the fame, by which fhe yet 
. , furviveth, and fo (hall, indearcd in the memory, not 
"bnly of all that knew her, but alfo of fucceeding 
Pofterities, ended this tranfitory life at Richmond, 
the 24 of March 1602, the 45 year of her Reign, 
and feventy of her Age. 

Upon the remove of her body to the Palace of 
Whitehall by water, were written then thefe paf- 
fionate doleful Lines : 

"The Queen »as brought by water to White-hali, 
Ai every ftruake (he oan did tears let fall ; 
More rlung about the Barge, Alb under water 
Wept out their eyes of pearl, and fwom blind after, 
1 think the Barge.men might with cafier thighs 
Hnve row'd her thither in her peoples eyes. 
For hovr fo cie, thus niuch my thoughts have fcan'd 
She'd come by water, had (he come by land.'" 




Another at that 
H, Holland. 

a double Sea of br^ckiri 
Wetp liitic World for gnat Etizabeih, 
Daughter of war, for Mars hiinfelf begat hcfi 
Mother of peace j for Ihe btoughc forth the lalei. 
She was, and is, vrhac can there more be laid > 
On caith the chief, in heaven the fecoad Maid." 

Another contrived this Diftich of her; 

■' Spain's Rod, Rome's niinc, Ntlheriand's relief i 

Earth's joy, England's gem, world's wonder, Natur"* chief." 

Another on Queen Elizabeth : 

" Kings, Queent, mens judgments, eyn. 

In whom, her friends have fecn 
A Kings ftate, in a Queen ; 

In whom, her foes furvejf'd 
A man's heart, in a Maid ^ 
Whom, ielt men, for her piety 
Should judge, lo have been a Deity, 

Htaveo iince by death, did fuminon 

ToUicw, (he wasawoman," 

But upon the ftately Monument which Kii 
James erefled to her memory, thefe Infcripdt 
are affixed. At her feet : 

Memoria Sacram. 
" Rellgione ad primicvam lincetltatcm rcftaurals 
data, Moncta ad judum valorem rcduflz, tebellione oomeiDca 
vindicala, Galiia malis inteftinis prxciplti fublevata, Bclgis 
luftentalo, Hifpanica clalTe profligata, Hihemia pulUs Hify^^ 
H rcbellibus ad deditiontm co^is, pacau j Redilibus titri- 
ufi^ue Academix lege annonaria plurimiim adauftis, tota doti- 
quc Anglia ditata, prudentifTimeque Annos XLV. admhiir- 
trata, Eliiabeiha Regina viflrix, triumphalrix, pietatis ftudifr- 
liflima, fcEliciflima, placida morte feptuagenaria foluta, mar- 
tales reliquia)^ dum Chrifto jubenle refurgant immotiales, 
bac ecdclia i-eiebetrima ab ipfa confctvaia, & ' ■■ 
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At her head this: 

" Eliiabethi Anglia:, Francis, & Hibemise Reeinx, R, 

Hentici VIU. filir, R. Henrici VII. nepti, R. Edwardi IV. 

pronepli, pairix parenti, Religionls Sc bonarum artium altrici ; 

plurimarum linguarum ptritia pneclaris. Turn animi, turn 

corporis dotibus, Regiifque virtutibus liipca I'eium 

Priocipi locomparabili. 

Jacobus Magnae Britannisc, Franda; & Hibemise 

Ren, Virtutum, it Rcgnorum hires, bene merenti pie 

Her neareft Coulin, Mary Pueen of Scots, 
Dowager of France, a Princefs alfo incomparable 
for her princely endowments, after her lamentable 
death, was thus defcribed : 

" Regibus orta, au«i R=g«, Reginaque vixi : 
Ter nupra, & tribu^ orba viris, cria regna retiqui. 
Galium op», Scolus cunai, habet Angla fcpulchrtim." 

But the Magnificent Monumentwhich the King 
eredted when he tranflated her Body from Peter- 
borough to Weftminfter, is thus infcribed: 

D. O. M. 
Btxx Mtmaritt & Spti nierine, 

" Mirix Stuartx Scolonim Reginx, Francix Dolariar, 
Jacobi V. Scotomm Regis iiliic ie hzredis unicx, Henrici VII. 
Ang. Regis ex Margareia majori natu filli (Jacobo IV. Regi 
Scotoruin matrimonio copulata) proncptis, Edw. IV. Anglix 
Regis ex Elizabetha filiarum naiu maxima abnepiii, Francifci 
II, Gallorum Regis Conjugis, Coronx Angliac, dtim vixit 
certz & inJubitatx bxredis, & Jacob! Magnx Britanniae 
Monarchz potent! IT! mi matris. 

Stirpe veie regia Jc anciquiflima prognata erat, maximii 
rotius Europe Principibusagnatione i cognatione conjunfla, 
te exquifici minis anitni k, corporis dotibus it ornameniis cudiu- 
latiflima: Verum m funt varii rcrum humananim vices, poft- 
quam annos plus minus viginli in cuftodia deienia fortiter & 
ttrenue (fed frufira) cum malevotonim obi reflation! bus, Eimi- 
dorum fufpicionibus, Sc inimicoram capitalium infidiis con- 
fli£)Bta eflcE, tandem inaudito &infcfto Begibus excmpio fecuri 
percutitur. 
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" El contempto mtmdo, devlfla morte, lilTato cairrificT, 

Chrifto fervatori anim* falutem, Jacobo filio Cptm regni k 

pofteritatis, it iiniveriis cacdii infauftx Tpc^atoribus eirmplain 

paticntix iximnicndans pie, paiienlcr, inlrcpide cervicrm R:- 

giam fecuri maledi^la! rubjecil, Sc vilzcaduOE forton am 

coelcftis regni perennitate commutaviL" 

yi. IJuj Fcbruwii. 

Anns Ckrifli mdlxxxvii. jEtatii xxxxTt. 

" Obnita fnigifero fenlim fic cefpiie furgunt 

Semina, per multos tjux lanicre dies- 
Sanguine fancivit fcedus cum pUbe Jehova, 
Sanguine placabant numina fanfla pntreai 
SangQine conrpeTfi quos prWerit ira Penata ; 
Sanguine C^naia ell qiiz modo cedlt huroui. 
Parce Deus, lati; eft, infandos fifte dolores. 

Inter (uneftcB pervolet ilia dies. 
Sit Reges maflare ncfas, ut fanguine poflhac 

Furpureo nunquam terra Britanna fluai. , 

Exemplum pereat rali cum vulnere Chrifbe j 

Inque malum p^^ccp^ author, Sc aflor eat- 

" Si meliore fui port mortem parte Iiiumpbet, 

Camifices fileanr, tormina, claultra, cru(?es. 

Quern dcdcrant curfum fuperi Rcgina peregit i 

Tempora Ixta Dens, tempora dura dcdit, 
Edidit eximlum tato properante Jacobutn, 
Queni Pallas, Mu/z, Delia fata colunt. 
Magna viro, major nam. Jed maxima |>artu 
Conditur hir regum lilia, fponfa, parens. 
Det Deus ut nati & tjui poft nafcentur ab illU, 
.SternoB videant l»nc line nube dies." 
H. N. grmins P. 
For Prince Henry, her Grandchild, of whole 
worth England feemeth unworthy, many excellent 
Epitaphs were compofed every where extant, but 
this have I feleaed : 

" Reader, wonder think il none. 
Though I fpeak, and am a ftone. 
Here IS Ibtin'd coeleftial dud, 
And I keep it but in trull. 
Should I not my treafure tell, 
Wonder then you might ai well, 
How this ftone could chufe but break, 
Ifil had not Icamt to fpeak. 
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' Hence amu'd, and a(k noi me, 

Wliofe thefe racred alhett be. 
■ Purpofdj' it h conceal'd, 
; For if that jhould be reveal'd, 
All that read would by and by, 
Melt chemfelvcs to tears, and dy. 
Within this marble Cafket tin 
A maichlefe jewel of rich priw. 
Whom Nature in the worlds dildlin, 
But Ihcw'd, and then put up again." 
On Queen Anne : 
" March with his wind hath ftruck a Cedar tall. 
And weeping April mourns, the Cedars fall. 
And May intends no flowers her month Ihall bring, 
Sinre Ihc railll lofe the flower of all the firing. 
Thus Marches wind hath eaufed April fliowcrb. 
And yet fad May muD lofe her flower of flowera. 

Another on Queen Anne: 

" Thee to Invite, the great God fent a Star, 
Whofc nearell friend and kin, good Princes are: 
Who, though they run their race of men, and dye. 
Death ferves but to refine their Majeftie. 
So did our Queen her Court from hence remove. 
And left this earth, to be enthron'd above. 

Then the i> chang'd, not dead ; no good Prince dyes. 
But like the Sun, doth only fct to rife." 
On King James: 

" He that haih ey«, now wake and v»eep ; 
He whofe waking was our fleep 
Is fallen afleep himfelf. and never 
Shall wake more, till wake for ever. 
Deaths iron hand, hath clos'd thofe eyes 
That were at once, three kingdoms fpics. 
Both to forefee, and to prevent 
Dangers, lb foon as they were meant. 
That head, whofe workmg brain alone 
Thought all mensijuiet but his own. 
Is fallen at reft. (Oh) let him have 
The peace he lent us, to his grave. 
IfnoNaboih, all hi> raigne, 
Was for his fruitful Vineyard flaine. 
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If no Uriah lolthU life 

Becaule he had loo fuir a n!fe: 

Then let no Shlmci's curres wound 

His honour, or prophane this around i 

Let no bi»ck moiithed brcalh'd rank cur, 

Pcareful James his alhes ftur. 

Princes ire Gods. (O) do not then 

Rake in their Graves to prove them men." 

Another on King James : 

" For two and twenty vear^ long care. 
For providing fueh an heir, 
Whl^ch to the Peace we had before. 
May add twice two and twenty more. 
For his day's travels, and nieht's watches, 
For'i crafie fleep ftollen by inalches. 
For two fierce Kingdoms wound in one. 
For ail he did, and meant t' have done. 
Do this for him. write o're his dull, 
James the Peacerul, and the Juft." 

On the King of Sweden ; 

" Seek not, Reader, here to find 

Eniomb'd, the throne ot' fuch a mind, 

As did the brave Guitaviii fill. 

Whom neither time nor death can kill ; 

Go and read all the Czfar-s A^b, 

The rage of Scythian Catarafts ; 

What Epirc, Gieece, and Rome hath done; 

What Kingdoms Golhi and Vandik w«n: 

Read all the World's heroick ftory, 

And learn but half this Hero's glocj. 

Thefe conquered living, but life flying, 

Reviv'd the foes: he conquer'd dying, 

And Mars hath olTered at hii fall 

An Hccilomb of General"! 

The great Comparer could not tell 

Whence to draw out his Parallel. 

Then do Dot hope to find him here. 

For whom earth was a narrow fphcar. 

Nor by a fearch in this fmall marble room. 
To find a King fo far above a Tomb." 

Another : 

" Upon this place the great Guiiavui dj'd. 
While viflory lay weeping by his fide." 
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Upon the Tomb of the heart of Henry the third, 
late Kingof France, (lain by a Jacobinc Fryer, 15^9: 
" Whether ihy fhoice or chance thcc hither brings. 
Stay, PalTcngcr, and wait the hap of Kings. 
I This little done a great King's heart doth hold, 

I That ruled (he fickle French, and Pulacki bold, 
I Whom with a mighty vtarlikc holt attended 

f With iravterous knile, a cowled monfter ended. 

So frail ire even the hlghdl earthly things. 
Go, pafTenger, and waillhe fate of Kings." 

Upon the Ditke of Richmond and Lenox : 

*' Are all difeafcs dead, or will death fay 
He might not kill this Prince the coramon way } 
It was even thus, and time with death confpir'd. 
To make hia death as was hiH life admir'd. 
The Commons were not fummon'd now, I fee. 
Merely to make lawi, but to moutn for thee 1 
No lets than all (he Billiaps might fuftice 
To wait upon lb great a lacrltice : 
The Court the Altar was, the waiters Peers, 
The Myrrhe and Frankinccnfc great Czfar's lean, 
A funeral for greater pomp and ftate, 
Nor time, nor death, could ever celebrate." 



Upon Sir Francis Verei 



When Vere fought death, arro'd with his fword and lliicld, 

Death was alraid to meet him in the field j 
lut when his weapons he had laid alide. 

Death like a coward ftruck him, and he liv'd." 

Upon Mailer Edmund Spencer, the famous Poet: 

" At Delphos fhrine one did a doubt pro|)ound. 
Which by the Oracle muA be relealed. 

Whether of Poetii were the beft renown'd, 
Thofe that furvive, or thofe that be deceafed. 
The God made anfwer by divine fuggeftion. 
While Spencer ia alive it is no cgucftion." 

" Qui fide antiqua, 8c opera alTidua 
Britannicam antiquitatem Indagavit, 

Simplicitatem innatam huneftis ftudiis rxcoluit, 

Animi folertiam candore illuliravit, 
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Gulielmus Camden ui ab Eliz, 
R. ad Rfgii Amomm (Clarcntij 
ticulo) dignitatem evocatus. 
Hie fpc ccrta reriirgendi in 
Chrifto S. E. 

a 

Obiit Anno Docn. 1615, 9 Novemhris. 
^taiis Cux 74." 

Upon Mr. Michael Draiion's Monument j 
Weftminflcr : 

" Do pious Marble, let ih^ Readers kno» 

What llicy and what their children owe 
To Drayton's name, whofe facred duft 

I recommend unto thy traft. 
Protefl his Mem'iy, and preferre his ftory. 

Remain a laftine Monument of his glory. 
And when thy ruinc Ihall difcUim 
To be thr trearurcr of his namej 
His name that cannot die Ihall be 
An everlafting Monument to thee." 

Ifaaeui Cafaubomii. 
" (O Doftiomm quicquid eft alTutgite 
Huic tam colendo nomini.)** 
"Quern Gallia rein, literarix bono 
Peperit, Henricus IV, Francomm Rex 
InviAlflimus Lutetiam Uteris Aiiii 
Evocatum, Bibliothecae Tux prxfccil, 
Charumque deinceps dum vixit habuit, 
Eoque tern's ercpto Jacobus Mag. Brit. 
Monarcha Regum doflidlmus do^ix 
IndulgentifT in Angliam aceivit, 
Munifice fovit, Pofteritafque ob 
DoArinam xtemam mirabitur. 
H, S. E. invidia major." 
" Obiit xtern, in Chrifto vitam anhelani 
Kal.Jul. MDCxiv. Mnt. lv. 
Viro opt. imniori. ilignifl" Th. Mortonui Ep. Duneinu J 



Jucundillimae quoad frui lici 

MemorPr.S- L. cv. mocxx) 

Qui nolTe vulc Cafaubonum, 

Nan faxa fed chartas legac 

Er profuturas pofteris." 
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But I fear now I have overcharged the Reader's 

mind, with doleful, dumpifli and uncomfortable 
Lines; I will therefore for his recomfort end this 
part with 3 few conceited, merry, and laughing 
Epitaphs, the moft of them compofed by Matter 
John Hoftins, when he was young, and will beg^n 
with the Bellows maker of Oxford. 

" Here Jicdi John Crukcr, a maker of Bellows, 
I His crafts-mafter and King of good fcJIovrs, 

I Yet when he came to the Eour ol" his death, 

He that made Bellows, could not make btcath." 

Thomas Elderton, who did arm himfelf with Ale 

(as old Father Ennius did with Wine) when he 

ballated, had this, in that refpedt made to his 

memory : 

' " Hie litus eft fiiicns atquc ebriuK EUcrtonuii, 

Qgid dico, hie litus mi hie potius lids eft." 

Of him alfo was made this : 
■' Here h Elderion lying in duft, 
Or lying Eldenon ; chul'c which you lulL 
Here he lies dead, I do him no wrong, 
For who knew him Handing, all his hfe long >" 

Some wife man was he, and fo reputed, for whom 
this was compofed : 

" Here lieth Tom Nick's body. 
Who lived a fool and dyed a Nody 1 
As for hii foul aQc them that can tell, 
Whtlhw fools' fouls go to heaven, or to hell," 

Neither may this offend any, for that of Durandus, 
the old Prieft, is little better : 

" Hie eft Dursndus pofitui Tub marmore duro, 
An lit falvandus ego nefcio, nee ego euro." 

And this following of an Ufurer is of the fame 
ftrain: 

" Here lies ten in (he hundred 
In (he ground fill ram'd 1 



Miferable was Hermon, who when he had onJy 
dreamed that he had difburfed money, died for wo ; 
likewile Phcidon, who wept not for that he ftiould 
die, hut that his burial would coft four {hllliags. 
But moll miferahle was that pinch-penny Hermo- 
crates, that in his iafl will and tellament made him- 
felf his own fole heir and executor of all he had, and 
yet refufed to live when he might, hecaufe he would 
not be at charge of a purgation. And our Countrey 
man, old Sparges, might fcem to be of his tribe, ' 



1 



Mafter Wilis, Doilor of Phyficlc, who died lately 
at Vienna, would often fay he would have this verfe 
only for his Epitaph : 

" Here lycth willing Wills." 

But a friend of his that knew him to be Capri- 
cious, wifhed him to adde one verfe more to make 
up rime after the manner j but when he faid he 
had nothing he might adde more, one extempore &id 
it might be well made up thus : 

mills." 

For one that had continual new encounters in his 
own mind, and crammed his head with contrary dil^ 
contents, I have heard this : J 



And for another contentious companion wa« made 

this: 

" Here lyes ihe man who in life 
With e»ery man had law and Krife ; 



EPITAPHS. 4,1 

But non he it dead and laid in grave, 
Hi> bones no (juict reft can have. 
For lay your ear unto this Hone, 
And you Ihall hear how every bone 
Doth knock aiid beat aeainft each other 
Pray for his foul's health, gentle brother." 
You fhall have this out of the Cathedral Church 
of Norwich, whatfoever you account of it : 

"Under this (tone 

Lyrs John Knap ton. 

Who died juft 

ThcKxviii, of Auguft, 

M.D.XC. andone. 

Of this Church P=ti-Canon." 
Upon merry Tarlton, I have heard this : 



" Here lyeth Richard a Preenc, 
One thouHind, five hundred, eighty nine. 
Of March the xx. day, 
And he that will die after him may." 
" Here lyeth he who was bom and crycd, 
Told ihrecfcore year^ fell fick, and dyed." 
" Here lyes the man whofe horfc did gain 
The Bell in race on Salilbury plain : 
Reader, I know not whether needs it, 
You or your horfe rather to read it." 
" Here lyes the man thai madly (lain 
In carnell madnefs did complain 
On nature that flie did not give. 
One life to lofe, another to live." 
" Here lies, the Lord have mercy upon her. 
One of hcT Majefties maids of Honour : 
She was both ^oung, (lender and pretty. 
She died a maid, the more the pity." 
" Here lyes a gallant, » gentleman of note, 
Who living could never change a groat." 
" Here lyes Tom Dafhe that notable Raylour, 
That in his life ne're paid Shoemaker, nor Taylour." 



" Here lyelh C. under ground. 

At wife as L. Thoufana pound. 

He never refufed ihe Wine of hii rriend. 

Drink was his life, and drink was his end 



At Farlam on the weft marches toward Scotlai 

near Naworth Caftlc ; 

"John Bell broken-brow 

Ligs under ihit liean : 

Four of mine een font 

Laid it on mj' weam. 

I was a man of my meate, 

Mailer of my wifcj 

I lived on mine own land 

Without mickle llrifc.- 
For old Th. Churchyard the poor Court poet, tM 
is now commonly current : 

•' Come Aleflo and lend me ihy torch. 
To find a Churcli-yard in the Churth-porch. 
Poverty, and Poetry this lomb doih enclole, 
Therclore Gentlemen be merry in Prole." 

With there memorials of the dead, which give a 
little living breath to the dead (for as he faith, 
*' Mortuorum vita in memoria vivorum polita eft) 
I conclude : 

" Et veniam pro laude peto, laudaius abundc 
Non fjftiditus G tibi Leilor ero." 
In Saint Paul's was this : 



" A Headborough, and a Conflable, a man of fame. 
The firft of his houfe and laft of his name. 
Dyed, buried, and deceali the fifteenth of May, 
One (houfand, five hundred, and fifteen, being Whilfon- 
munday." 
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On Matter Burbidge, the Tragedian : 

" Exit Burbidge." 

On Mafter Weymarke, a conft^int walker in 
Paul's : 

" DcfefTus fuiti ambulando." 
Upon a Puritanical Lock-Smith: 

" A lealous Lock-Smith d/'d of late, 
And did arrive at heaven eate. 
He ftood without and would not knock, 
Becaufe he meant lo pick the lock." 
I In Saint Mary Saviour's this : 
L " Here lyes William Emerlbn, 

I Who lived and dyed an honell man." 

Upon a Gentlewoman, who'c hufband's love to 

her broke her heart, he writing himfelf this Epitaph : 

'• Thel^ lino with golden letters I have fill'd, 

Here lies that wife whofe hulband's kindnelk kiU'd." 

Upon the Martyrdome of Saint Alban, painted in 

glafs, this : 

" The image of our frailtVi painted glali^. 
Shew* wliete S, Aiban't life and ending was ; 
A Knight beheads the Martyr, but fee Toon 
His eyes dropt out, feeing what he had done : 
And, leaving there one head, feem'd with a tear 
To nayl the other head, lay mangled there: 
Bccaufe his eyes before no tears would Ihed, 
His eyes, like tears themfelvcs, fell from his head. 
O miracle, that when Saint Alban dies, 
The murtherer himl'elf weeps out his eyes." 

Not of a much finer thred is this Epitaph, 
iiipon one Hubberton in the Nprth Countrey 
" Here ligs John Hubberton, 
And there ligi^ his wife. 
Here lig^ his dagger, 
And there ligs his knife i 
Here ligs his daughter, 
\nd there ligs hia fon, 
ileigh for brave John Hubberton." 
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One to fhew the good opiniott he haul aShkwk'i 
foul departed, who in her Ufedme y/mM a noCoriM 
fhrew, writes upon her this Epitaph : 

*' We lived one and twenty jear 

As man and wile together t 
I could not ftay her longer here, 

She*s gone I know not whither; 
But did I knowy I do protef^ 

(I fpeak it not to flatter) 
Of all the women in the world, 

I fwear I'd ne're come at her. 
Her body is beftowed well. 

This handlbme fnrt doth hide her. 
And Aire her ibul is not in hell. 

The divel could ne*re abide her : 
But I fuppofe ihe*s foar*d aloft. 

For in the late great thunder. 
Me thought I heajnd her very Toice, 

Rending the dowds afunder.^* 

Upon a couple who equally ufed to brawl one 
with the other, was written this Epitaph : 

" Hie jacet ille, oui centies & mille. 

Did fcold with his wife : 
Cum illo jacet ilia quae communis in villa 

Did quittance his life : 
His name was Nick, the which was fick. 

And that very male : 
Her name was Nan, which lov'd well a man. 

So Gentlemen, Vale." 

Upon one Matter Thomas Peniftone, a Gentle- 
man of an ancient family, and allyed to many more, 
who fometime was one of the Clerks of the Council 
to Queen Elizabeth, upon a ftone in a Filler of the 
Cathedral Church of Rocheftcr, is engraven this 
plain Epitaph : 

** Learning, Worfliip, Credit, Patrimony, 
Wit, Wealth, Alliance, Wife and Progeny, 
Servants and Friends : all this (alas) had he, 
Yet lyetli now in duft here, as you fee, 
And fo do thoufands moe, and fo (hall ye. 
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+JS 



He did but follow ihore that went before. 
And you (hall foUovr him, and others more 
Shall follow you ; fmall ditfcrence in ihe mailer, 
But that rpmc go before and fome come after." 
Upon one of a bafe condition, yet in refpeft of 
his name, would have claimed kindred of a moA 
Noble Family, and being a notorious lyar, was this 
written : 

" Here lye^ M.F, the Ton of a Bearward, 

Who would needs beat Arms in defpightof (he Herlmughi, 

Which wai« a Lyon as black at a Jeit-ftunE, 

With a fword in his paws inftead of a wheilione. 

Five fon* had this Iyer, 'tis worth the revealing. 

Two ariant lyen, and three hang'd for Healing. 

His daughters were nine, never tree from Ibrei,, 

I Three crooked Apoftles, and fix arrant whores." 
Upon a Dyer I find this written ; 
" He that dyed fo oft in fport. 
Dyed at laft, no colour for't." 

Not much unlike to the former is this written 
upon a Cobler named Cofier : 

" Come, gentle Reader, gentle friend. 
And here behold pour Coiier's end. 
Longer in length tils life had gone, 
But that he had no Lall: fo long. 
O mighty Death '. whofe art can kill 
The man thai made fole> at his will." 

On a child drowned catching of an Apple : 

" Difce mco malo, polTe catere malo." 
Upon the untimely death of a child : 

" As careful Nurfes to (heir bed do lay 

Their children, which too long would wantons play: 

So to prevent all my enfuing crimes. 

Nature my Nurfe laid me lo bed betimes," 

On a youth that died with grief. 

" Surpriii'd by grief and licknefs, here 1 lye, 
SiDpl in my middle race, and foon made dead. 
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Youth do not grutch at God, if loon choa dje. 
But know he trebles favour on thy heau!. 
Who for the inomtog*s work cqoak tlie pay 
With thofe that have indur'd the heat ofdaj.** 

On rich Hewet : 

" Here lyes rich Hewet, a Gentleman of note, 
For whv be gave three Owls in his coat. 
Ye fee he is buried in the Church of Saint Paul, 
He was wife, becaufe rich, and now you know all/' 

In Saint Martinis in the fields : 

'< Here lies Richard Hobbs, 

Yeoman of the Roabs 

To our late Soveraign Queen Mary, 

And dyed on Afh-wedncfday being the 19 of February, 

One thoufand five hundred (ixty and one. 

On whofe foul Jefus have mercy, Amen/* 

Upon John Death : 

" Here lyes John Death, the very fame 
That went away with a coufin of his name." 

Upon one that was blind and deaf : 

" Here lyes Dick Freeman, 

That could not hear nor lee man.** 

Upon one that was bald : 

*' Here lyes John Baker inrolied in mould. 
That never gave a penny to have his head poul'd 

Now the Plague & the Pox light on liich a device. 
That undid the Barber and ftarvM up the Lice." 

Upon one Jarret, a Grocer buried in Saint Marv 
Saviour's, in Southwark, 1626 : 

" Some callM him Garret, but that was too high. 
His name was Jarret that here doth lye : 
Who in his* lite was toft on many a wave. 
And now he lyes anchored in his own grave. 

The Church he did frequent while he had breath. 
He dcfired to lye therein after his death. 
To heaven he is gone, the way before. 
Where of Grocers there is many more." 




I 
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Upon Simon Vadloe, Vintner, dwelling in Fleet- 
itreet, at the fign of the Divel and Saint Dun{lane : 

" Apollo & cohors Mufanim, 

Bacchus vini&uvanim, 

Ceres pro pane & cervifia, 

Adcfte oinncs cum iriHitiaj 

Diique Dcxquc la men tale cunfli 

Simnnis Vadloe funera defunfU. 

Sub iigno malo bene vixit, mirabile I 
Si ad ciilos reccfTit, graiin Diabolt." 

We will now come nearer to our times, and (hew 
you the fertility of our modern wits in fome few, 
but extraordinary pieces of various invention, upon 
(everal fubjeifts, fome grave and ferious, others witty 
and ridiculous, as 
I Upon aButcherthatmarriedaTanner's daughter; 
I "A finer match hath never bin, 

I The flelh k married to the Ikln." 

' I found this written upon the Doom Church in 
Utrecht, upon Cain and Abel: 

" Abil. Sacrum pingue liabo, non macrum laerificabo. 
" Cain. Nun dabo pingue facram, facrilicaba macrum." 

Upon two beautiful children, a brother and fifler, 
who wanted each of them an eye : 

" Lumine Aeon dextro car\iit, Leonilla liniftro, 

Et potuit forma vincere merque Deos ; 

Parre puer, lumen quod habei concede Tororl, 

Sic tu ciciis Amor, lie erit ilia Venus." 

Englifhed thus : 
" Thou one-ey'd Boy, whofc (ifter of one mother, 
Matchlefi in beauty are, fave one to th' other : 
Lend her thine eye, fweel I^d, and Ihe will prove 
TheQyeen of Beauty, thou the God of Love." 

On a Gold-fmith that tip'd a ftone-juggwith filver : 

" He that did tip Itone jugge> about the brim. 
Met with a black pot, and that pot lip'd him," 
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Upofi two Lovers who, being efpoured, dywJbotk 
before they were married ; 

■• She firft deceaPd, he for a little tryed 

To live without her, lik'il it not, then dyed." 



" Man is 1 glafs, life is as water 

That^i weakly wall'd about: 

Sin brings in death, death breaks tbe*glk&. 

So ransthe water out." 

Upon a young Gentlewoman : 

" Nature in this Tniall volume was about 
To ptrfeil what in woman was left out : 
But fearing left a piece To well begun 
Might want prcfervaiivcs when Ihe had donej 
Ere fhe could finifti what Ihe undertook. 
Threw duli upon it, and Ihut up the book." 
" Here lyes a woman, no man can deny it. 
That rein in peace although Ihe llv'd un(|uict. 
Her hufband prays if by her giaie you walk, 
you'd gently tread, for if awak'd, ihe'l talk." 

Upon Mafter Parfons, Organift at Weflminfler 

■' Death palling by, and hearing Parfons play. 
Stood much amaied at his deptn of Ikill, 
And faid, this Artilt moll with me away, 
(For Death bereaves ua of the better IkiJi j 

But let the Quire, while he keeps lime, gng on. 
For Parfoni refta, hii fervice being done." 

Upon Mafter Charles Wray, fon to Sir WUlum 
Wray, who died at fixieen or feventcen vears of 
age, and lyeth buried in Aflibie Church in Lincoln- 
(hire: 

" When I in Court had fpent my tender prime. 
And done roy bell to picali: an earthly Prince, 
Even fick to fee how I had loft my lime. 
Death piltying mine eititc, remov'd me ihencc. 
And fent me (mounted upon Angels' wingsj 
To ferve my Saviour and the King of Kin^," 
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Epitaphium 
tonJE Marchii 



X HeroinK Junx Wm 
liflx Kdibus fuis Bzfingx defuncts 



" Inclyta Jana jaces hoc MarchlonilTa Scpulthro, 

Ccllrcniis pairi gloria fola Toli. 
Quam nan ufque adeo tituli, non ccnfus honorc-, 

StemmaU maEnorum fanguine du^a ducum . 
Non tua qua TnviK ceitabag Forma Dianz 

Diccre & Idaliam vel fuperalTi: Deam ; 
Q^am piclai lua grata Otro, quam peflore callc 

Religion Is amor, vitaque labe rarcn< : 
Quam rofeo rcfidens gcncrofa modeftla vultu, 

Ablijue fupcrcilii nube benigna manut. 
Oh i^uam le nicmoTcm I fuperi nova dvh Olympi, 

Diva anima zlcrnum confociata Deo ) 
Angdicis ubi mifta cborii agii alta triumphos, 

In pairiam, frigili came £luta. reduji,'" 

Upon a Collier: 

"Here l^cs the Collier John of Nalhet, 
By whom Death nothing niiiM he I'wure : 
For living he wai duft and afhes. 
And, being dead, he ii no more." 

A Gentleman, who dwelt at Bermiiigton in Hol- 
land, wrote this Diftich in Latine upon his wife, 
batied at Wefterkeale in Lincolnlhire : 



Upon an Ufurer: 

" Here lyes he underneath this Itone. 
That whilli ht liv'd did good to nune^ 
And therefore at the point to dye, 
More caufe had Tome to laugh than cry. 
Hi* eldeft fon thouehf he had wrong, 
Becaufe he lingerea out lb long j 
But novf he's dead, how ere be faro, 
Theie'i none that knowis, nor none ihal c 
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On a Wreftler : 

" Death to ihis wreftler gave a fine fell. 
Thai trip'd up his heels, and look no hold al aii." 
Upon a rich Countrey Gentleman : 

" Of Woods, of Plaini, of Hills and Dale*. 
Of Fields, of Meads, of Pa.ks and PaJes, 
Of all I had, this I ponefs, 
1 need no more, t have no lelt." 

On the Proverb, ^ot capita, M finttnti^ : 

" So many heads, fo many vriis, lie, fie, 
Is't not a fhame for Proverbs thus to lie i 
My felf, though my arquainiance be bul fmall. 
Know many heads that have no wit at all." 
Ifyc bemelancholilydifpored, perufe thefe heroick 

lines, penned furely by the Prince of Poets of his 

time in France: 



'' O Deus omnipotens fortunam quando tuabisi 

Q^c fuit in guerra tunc inimica mihi > 
Perderr garletas orones fecit atque cavallos. 

In campo Romx quando batelha fuit. 
Atque ego penlabam perfonam perderc charatn, 

Sed bene gardavit tunc mea membra Deus. 
Nam Chridum Dominuiti de gi^ndo corde pregaban 

Et lanf^m matrera fortiter atque fuam, 
Omnes It fanflos Sc fanftas de paradifo. 

Devolus giandus atque fidelis eram, 
De tali guerra non efcapare pulabam, 

Et mihi de morte gmnda paora fuit. 
Pou Pou bombarda; lota de parte putabant, 

Dixilfes nignis ille Diablus etat. 
Tiif talT tof Se tif dum la bombarda pifognai, 1 

Garda ias gamba> nee tibi bleiTet eai, ' ~ ~ 



Impossibilities. 

;£MBR ACE a Eun-bcBm, and on it 
e fliadow of a man hcgtt. 
I Tell me who reigns in ihe Moon. 
S Set (he Thunder to a tune. 
Cat ihe Axel-tree that bcara 
Heaven and Earth, or ftap the Sphear^ 
With thy finger i or divide 
fieegery from lud and pride. 
Tell me what the Syrens fing ; 
nrlhefecretioraKing, 
Or his power, and where it ends. 
And how far his will extends. 
Go and lind the bolt that lalt 
Brake the clouds, or with like haftc 
Ply to Ihe Eaft, and tell mc why 
Aurora blulha; IF to lie 
By an old man trouble her mind. 
Bid Cenhalus be lc& unkind. 
Canlt thou by thine art uncafe 
The myfteries of a Courtier's face i 
Canft thou tell me why the night 
Weeps out her eyesf If for ine fight 
Of the loft Sun, Ihe puts on blark, 
Poll to his fall, and turn him back. 
If not for him, then go and find, 
A Widow, or all woman-kind. 
Like to their outward (hew, and be 
More than a Delphian Deity." 



Anacramms, 

fPON Henry the Fourth, King of Frai 
; (lain by Ravillack : 

" Htnricus IV. GBlliarum Rc> 
In he mm cxurgis KaviIUc." 
Upon y ueen Anne : 



In Anna rcgnantium a 
Eliisbtlba Sievarta 
Kas Artes bcala velil." 



Upon a fair Lady,the Lady Ann Dudlie.in IraliaiiS 



Upon MaOer John Oowland,the famous Luianift 

"Joannts Doulandus 



Dame Elianor Da vies. 
Never fa mad a Lady." 

Upon a brave Lady, living in Nqrfolk : 
" Amic Mordaum 
Til 311 more Dianam 
Me in dual Amor 
Nuda O te miram." 

Sir Thomas Ridgewaie, being Treafurrr of Ire- 
land, gave for his Crcft a Camel kneeling under 
his burthen, whereupon this Anagram fortunately 
fell upon his name : 



Palindromes are thofe where the Tyllables are the 
fame backward and forward, thefe alfo are o( fine 
invention : as 

A Nuble Lady, in Queen Elizabeth's time, being 

for a tune forbidden the Court tor being over-famt- 

liar with a great l^ord in favour, gave this Emblem, 

the Muon covered with a cloud, and underneath : 

" AhUta, & alba." 



A great Lawyer, as 
backward and forward : 



well this, the fame aUo 



Which may be engliOicd : 

" Give me my (re, and 1 ivarrani you free.* 
A Scholar and a Gentleman, living in a rude 
Country Town where he had no refpeit, wrote 
this with a Coal in the Town Hall : 
" Subi dura a rudibus," 
At Cadiz in Spain is to be feen this mad Epitaph 
of one whofe name was Infanus 



Hie Infanui jaceo, Ic nili lu i 
ad ultimas orbis partei me quaelitun 



Maltcr Ncwbuiy, the Sial 
wircc wiih the Berries, am 

Snag in the midft of the Tt 

make Newbcry. 



deviled for bimfelf a 



' ' 



■."' 



By defign in editing this valuable and 
' curious volume was not fo much to cx- 
: paiid the matter as to render the fpirit of 
it acceptable to modern and n on -antiquarian readers. 
Otherwife it had been an eafy talk to add verv 
largely to every chapter, and particularly to this 
laft one, I know of no good colledlion of Epitaphs, 
though many coUeflions exift; but there arc two 
epitaphs fo finely exprefled that I cannot refrain 
from adding them here. The firft, though lUtiti 
repetita, will not difpleafe ; it is Ben Jonfon's on 
Mary, Countefs of Pembroke :— 

■• Underneath ttiio Tabic hearic, 
Lits ihc fuhjtft of lU verfc ; 
Sydnry's filter, Pembtoke's mother , 
Death ■ ere ihuu haA (lain another. 
Learned and fair and good as jhe, 
Time (hall throw a dart at thee !* 

The fecond is a modern one in Rottingdean 
church, near Brighton, in honour of the Rev. Dr, 
Hooker : — 
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NOTE. 



learning \ by Grace, a roan of God. He preached aid fci- 
lowed Chrift, and now he feet bim as he n. 

This feems to be am expatifion of FuUer^t dtt- 
ra£^er of Mr. John Dod, a Chefliire clcrgpm 
(" Worthies," vol. i. p. 278) : ** By nature a witty, 
by induftry a learned, and by grace a Godly divine." 
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